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The Lady of Shallot herself may stand for any lady in the Victorian period.  It is a domestic issue.  it deals mainly with the female= isolated busy with her own domestic business. it throws light on the life of the Victorian female- in what way does she represent Victorian women? First, it is the idea of being isolated from the society. We take this isolation to be her own choice. Second, her relation to male- what kind of relation? It is one direct – one way relation. She does not have the access to be among male company according to her own choice though she has the interest. The only attraction that had driven her to get rid of her curse is the reflection of a male – an image of that knight on the mirror. 
There is reference to the Romantic issue in the Victorian period. Ladies were living a kind of one side romanticism. Though there were some women struggling for communication- when the chance come, their action is negligence. She neglects her identity and thinks only of her beauty. It is the female beauty noticed by a male. it is a reference to her dis-relation to men= that is one way relation plus being neglected in the society. What is only left is her beauty, her appearance. No one tries to penetrate her inner self 
The other side is the artist. She is an artist .  

Where to detect nature- what is her relation as a female character to nature. What is the relation of nature to lady of Shallot as being a representative of an artist? how far this nature tries to be the container of that lady? to what extent he is very successful in creating another lily floating on the river? 
it is when the Lady of Shallot was floating on the river.

what is the detailed description given by Tennyson about nature? 

It is very beautiful- very romantic. It keeps a contrast between the story of this mythical supernatural character- the presence of this lady with the grey color of her palace and the outside world. There is a contrast. We have these colorful flowers- running water- open areas- sun- moon- the breeze that is moving the yellow harvest smoothly. All the images given f the nature outside is in contrast with the image of the palace and what is inside it.  She turned into a lily floating on the river as she turned white or yellow. She is to be united with nature.

The artist and his production is part of nature- an addition to nature. 

The description f nature is there to create the contrast with the other side of the story. We have two worlds in the story= the real world and the fantasy world where she lives. We have contrast between dim and bright- real and fantasy. 

Legend: a semi- true story that passes from one person to another- we find in a legend the characteristics of different cultures- different societies- different religions. It has important meanings. 

The most outstanding features that the legend of King Arthur and his Knights carries are   braveness- adventures-  

A legend has fantasy places. It has real symbolic meaning. It does not tell actual events. it involves supernatural elements. It has no reality, but it gains reliability through mystery, through being connected nations and events. It takes its importance from its historical background. 

In both legends and myths we have the supernatural element- non reality side. It adds to the strength of a legend. 

The legend is a traditional historical tale or a group of tales.  It has fictional stories- not real stories. It carries elements of facts. It is invented to make some mysterious things normal- to get people understand these. 
Ulysses

Alfred Lord Tennyson

The Story of Ulysses: 
Ulysses the poem of Tennyson has very little about the character in the myth. The poem is dealing with Ulysses while he is spending his last days of his life after returning back. We are dealing with that man who is discontented- dissatisfied- dreaming, wishing to go back to the sea and start adventures again. We find him speaking to his men- mariners dreaming of taking them to the sea in another adventure. He feels that he is not capable any more of ruling his kingdom. He is too weak to take care of his kingdom. He thinks of giving the throne to his son. his own wife- Penelope who has spent all her life waiting for him is now receiving an old age sick man dreaming of leaving everything and go back to the sea.  
this poem was written few weeks after the death of Tennyson's friend. he was outside the country. he was called to come back to the country- to face the responsibility of taking care of the family of his friend. he saw himself as a warrior- an adventurer. he has to take another. it was another burden to which he prefers sailing and travelling- than to stay and take care of a family. it is the burden f his sadness for the death of his friend- it is the burden of more responsibility to take. 

The amount of autobiography- autobiographical elements in this poem has been revealed by Tennyson himself. He himself spoke of this similarity between himself and Ulysses- why he chose to deal with Ulysses- the myth.

The story in the poem itself is not that long one. It has so many details. We may deal with this story as being a monologue- at one time we find him giving a soliloquy speaking to himself- other times we find him speaking to the reader- giving a speech- or addressing his mariners-   

In the First line, we may find him describing himself as an idle king- not creative- not active.  This brought the early image of the tale. 

He is not lazy, he is old, aged, tired, exhausted out of all these journeys he had taken.

While speaking about Ulysses, we have to keep Tennyson in our mind. Sometimes we find that Ulysses is Tennyson himself- the man not the artist- part of him as being an artist is there, but it is all about Tennyson the man and his relation to society. He suffered not being social enough and not showing any interest in society. 
in Home's Odessa, we find Ulysses. He is now an old man returned to his country after 20 years absence and many adventures. He is restless because of his old age. 

It little profits that an idle king, 
By this still hearth, among these barren crags,
Match'd with an aged wife, I mete and dole
Unequal laws unto a savage race,
That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me.

In the first few lines, he is contemplating. The whole situation of this man is being restless. He is thinking, sitting out with his crew again that he may start another  journey. 

He thinks of himself not being suitable for this domestic life- being idle- doing nothing. even sitting at house with his wife is not suitable for him- he is not being designed to sit in a house eating and sleeping. He finds happiness in doing adventures rather than with his wife. His wife is not equal to him.  
I cannot rest from travel: I will drink
Life to the lees: all times I have enjoyed
Greatly, have suffered greatly, both with those
That loved me, and alone; on shore, and when
Through scudding drifts the rainy Hyades
He feels that life can be fulfilled and lived only through adventures. 

, both with those
That loved me,

This is his crew- his men. He thinks that he is not received and loved well by his family. He prefers having adventures rather than to live with his family. Being away from the family for a long time he feels that he is not responsible for his family- that his family is not a burden for him and that is a relief for him. He has less emotional involvement to them. He is controlling things, giving orders. He does not have mutual relationship with his family. He thinks that his family does not love him. He spent years alone- he has alienated himself. 
Hyades= refers to places= a group of stars associated with the rainy season. They announce the coming of rain. 

Alone in this open area, the only company was the crew who loved him and the stars. associated with rain. He is referring to a natural scene he used to enjoy in his journeys. 

I am become a name;= he lost his identity. 
 
Vexed the dim sea: I am become a name;
For always roaming with a hungry heart
Much have I seen and known; cities of men
And manners, climates, councils, governments,
Myself not least, but honored of them all;
And drunk delight of battle with my peers;

He is always hungry for adventures. He added honor to himself gaining experience. He is speaking about the experience he has gained- that he is back with. He is always hungry for knowledge and adventure- knowing more about the universe- he has gained vast amount of knowledge concerning human being- nature- geography- nature of man and nature of the universe- nature of the landscape and of people. it added to his character and helped him to recognize himself- to come to a kind of inner revelation- to reveal his reality- to rediscover himself. 
Far on the ringing plains of windy Troy.
I am a part of all that I have met;
Yet all experience is an arch wherethrough
Gleams that untravelled world, whose margin fades
For ever and for ever when I move.
How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnished, not to shine in use!


It is the story referring to the Trojan War in which he had participated. 
After all of this, it is painful and dull to pause- to stop. He thinks of his journey as being the end of his life, of knowledge of gaining experience, of enjoying his name. He thinks of himself as being rusty. He is not suitable to take such a responsibility due to old age. He is not to shine anymore.

The language is direct, simple, in the form of a lyric.  

As though to breathe were life. Life piled on life
Were all too little, and of one to me
Little remains: but every hour is saved
From that eternal silence, something more,
A bringer of new things; and vile it were
For some three suns to store and hoard myself,
And this grey spirit yearning in desire
To follow knowledge like a sinking star,
Beyond the utmost bound of human thought.

Pile= accumulate

Q- Write short notes on these lines 
All his past life that he lived is only like one, short. It had passed away. This short life is part of his life. 
: but every hour is saved= it is saved as a memory- gained experience. 
It passed quickly but every moment is saved. He enjoyed every hour of his own life. He starts thinking of giving the throne to his son and going back to adventures. He is dreaming of another journey. 
And this grey spirit yearning in desire= his spirit is in desire of another adventure. 
three suns= 60 years- 1st 20, 2nd 20, 3rd 20 = three stages of his live.  
For some three suns to store and hoard myself,= light 
grey spirit= dim= he is creating a contrast between his desire that is still alive- in full zest and his physical and mental reality. It is the contrast between the physical heat of his own desires and dimming- shutting down his spirit. 
This is my son, mine own Telemachus,
To whom I leave the sceptre and the isle — 
Well-loved of me, discerning to fulfil
This labour, by slow prudence to make mild
A rugged people, and through soft degrees
Subdue them to the useful and the good.
Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere
Of common duties, decent not to fail
In offices of tenderness, and pay
Meet adoration to my household gods,
When I am gone. He works his work, I mine.

He is old enough to carry the responsibility of his country. He is leaving his own responsibility to his own son. He loves his son though his son was raised up by his mother. He was raised to be the new king to his own kingdom. He is not spoiled- he is good enough. They will divide the responsibility 
There lies the port; the vessel puffs her sail:
There gloom the dark broad seas. My mariners,
Souls that have toil'd, and wrought, and thought with me — 
That ever with a frolic welcome took
The thunder and the sunshine, and opposed
Free hearts, free foreheads — you and I are old;
Old age hath yet his honour and his toil;
Death closes all: but something ere the end,
Some work of noble note, may yet be done,
Not unbecoming men that strove with Gods.
The lights begin to twinkle from the rocks:
The long day wanes: 

He is turning from speaking of his son, giving him his duties, showing that his son is worthy- a good character- that he can take care- he is responsible- reliable- trustworthy- loved by others- blameless- good enough not to fail. He turns to think of his mariners. He is dreaming of those mariners. It is his own dream, his own desire- contemplation that can not be fulfilled. 
, free foreheads —= it is a sign of being brave – active.  

Death closes all:= death is the end of everything even sadness. he is summing up the wisdom that he has gained and developed through his adventures- his life.  
ere = before
Life is fading away.  His own life is coming to a shore. His ship has anchored on the shore. It is the end of his life- journeys- adventures 
the slow moon climbs: the deep
Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world.
Push off, and sitting well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths
Of all the western stars, until I die.
It may be that the gulfs will wash us down:
It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles,
And see the great Achilles, whom we knew

He is speaking to his mariners. He is back to his past. He wishes to die by the sea. This is reference to his dream. He is dying in bed and thinking of his adventures. He is just contemplating and speaking to his mariners- 
beyond the sunset= to die 

he is dreaming of being washed up by the gulf. 

Happy Isles,= it is the place where he used to take his adventures and used as a resting place- to relax on- to have rest on. It is a place where heroes are taken to. He wants to die as a hero and be taken to that place. He thinks that he is equal to those heroes top be taken and buried there.  

Tho' much is taken, much abides; and though
We are not now that strength which in old days
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.

His desire of taking adventure is still there in him. He will not stop dreaming of adventures. 
Part of the language is metaphorical. It carries a lot of wisdom and references. 

The division of the lines, the different images he drew of himself and o the others. 

· We need to read about the original story- character of Homer's Ulysses and the Ulysses in the poem- Tennyson's Ulysses. 

· we are given a sketch of this aged man character- his personal characteristics- Tennyson is able to dig into the inner side of his character- to deal with his spirit- mental weakness of this character in contrast with the high spirit of this man- his absolute desire to continue life. It is challenging= to seek- to search- to find and to know. He is challenging his own weakness. 
· Homer's Ulysses is being detected in his youth and power while Tennyson's Ulysses is drawn in his final stage of his life. 
Notes 

1] "Ulysses was written soon after Arthur Hallam's death, and gave my feeling about the need of going forward, and braving the struggle of life perhaps more simply than anything in In Memoriam" (Tennyson). Based on a passage in Dante's Inferno, canto XXVI. Hallam had drawn Tennyson to a study of Dante. Tennyson exalts his hero's eternally restless aspiration, whereas Dante condemned his curiosity and presumption. Both poets recalled Odyssey, XI, 100-37, where the ghost foretold Ulysses' fortune.

10] Rainy Hyades: a group of stars which rise with the sun in spring at the rainy season.

34] the isle: Ithaca, of which Ulysses was king.

60-61] the baths: the place where the stars seem to plunge into the ocean.

62] wash us down: The ocean was imagined by Homer as a river encompassing the earth, and on the west plunging down a vast chasm where was the entrance of Hades.

63] the Happy Isles: the islands of the blessed, supposed to lie to the west of the Pillars of Hercules, i.e., in the Atlantic.



The story of Ulysses is part of Homer's Iliad and Odessa 
How far is it related to Tennyson's Ulysses?
"In Memoriam" Tennyson is lamenting the death of his friend. It is an elegy in which he shows his friend over the death of his friend. 
In Ulysses he is contemplating life. Tennyson is depicting the last stage of Ulysses ' life after coming back home.
 the slow moon climbs: the deep
Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world.
Push off, and sitting well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths
Of all the western stars, until I die.
It may be that the gulfs will wash us down:
It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles,
And see the great Achilles, whom we knew

We are not now that strength which in old days
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.

He has no interest in life.
the Happy Isles,= the isles where great men are buried.  He knows that he will die. He wants to die by the sea. He is contemplating the end of his life as an aged retired man. he wants to go back to his adventures.
There is a sense of egoism. He is independent from all of the others.

In the opening stanza the speaker establishes this sense of rejection, of unacceptance of the situation.

He gives the reader the sense that he is not satisfied with his position. He has more ambitious goals than what he stands for.
He is very proud of his glorious past. The speaker here speaks in a different kind of language. He has an independent self, ego. He is a person who is accustomed to travel.

Traveling here provides experience, adventure, activity. He cannot take rest. He is on the continuous move. He doesn’t know rest. 
He is old. Only few years are left in his age.  What is left in his life is not long. 

He is going to experience life. He will experience what life can offer him, to the last breath of his life. It is a very beautiful, powerful metaphor. 

He begins to speak about the greatness of his past. He has suffered and enjoyed greatly. He enjoyed his life but at the same time, he had great suffering. His life had great suffering and great pleasure as well. There is equality between being happy and having suffered from life. He enjoyed the sour and sweet experience of life. His suffering was not as one person but with his companion. = the mariners- his family- all the people who lived with him- who joined him in his war. Suffering and pleasure are both joined with his friends. This suffering was on shore, on land= during his sea journeys.  
He is famous not because he is Ulysses but because of his adventures. He is so proud of his achievements. He made his name as a great warrior, as a gentleman, as a person who knows all of the Greek isles. 

His heart is hungry for knowledge, for adventure, for new experience in life. He has a great lust for adventure. He is always roaming= going around, wandering to search for adventure. He has many experiences. He has seen and known many cities and men. He has visited many places .He watched many cities, experienced many climates, councils and governments. He is equal to these different cities and governments. He is honored by visiting them and they were honored by his visits to them. 
He is equal to those men. When he visited these cities, they welcomed him as a hero. He was honored for his name and for his achievements. 

This is a metaphor. He drank the delight of these battles. It was the delight of victory because he is always victorious. He is referring to battles of Troy. 

He is part of every thing he experienced in the past. He represents every experience he had in the past.  He is proud of it. Every experience he had, led him to another experience. All of the experiences are like a chain. Every ring is attached to another ring. He compares the experience to an arch. Every experience leads to another new experience.

There is little remained to him because he is aging. He knows that he is going to die. What is left in his life is little time. Every hour that is left in his life should be saved. He should make use of every single hour in his life before he dies. Every hour, there is something new in it. 

All what he achieved in his life is little. Every hour must be saved. He remained there for three suns= three complete years. After he returned back from war, after spending ten years wandering, he remained in Ithaca for three years. These three years were enough for him to relax. He had taken complete rest to hold himself. He had regained energy. He had saved energy for the future. Although he is getting old, yet he has a yearning desire for knowledge. 

He wants to follow knowledge as a shooting star, meteor sinking star.  It is a simile this is a very grand, uplifting language. He wants to follow knowledge like a sinking star. We do not know the destination of a sinking star. 
There is a travel lust in him. It is unquenchable desire, burning desire for experience, for knowledge. He wanted to reach the unknown. He wants to learn things behind human recognition.  It is a continuous search for experience, continuous desire for knowledge. Travel lust is a symbol of man’s unquenchable thirst of man’s spirit for knowledge and experience.   

Ulysses is also thirst for knowledge and experience. 

He speaks in a kind of glorious language, heroic, grand uplifting language. He uses beautiful magnificent images. He is so proud of his own achievement and his own experience. 

We have a kind of gradual dramatic development. He begins with a sense of rejection and restlessness, developing into the glorious past, then talking his son and then addressing his mariners. 

Death is close to him.  Death is inevitable.  He can not postpone death. They are old, death is close to them, yet he has desire. he has  to do something before their end. 

He makes it clear what is his destination as if he is really fighting with death". Death for him is the final adventure, the last experience. It may be his last adventure that he will pass. His aim is to "sail beyond the sunset and the baths". He is traveling to the east, to fight in the sea. He believes that Paradise is there. He wants to go to heaven.  He might reach the happy isles= the blessed islands. 

The poem is written in the dramatic monologue= a long speech spoken by a single speaker, who speaks in a specific situation, there is a purpose of that speech. There is a setting. There is a self revelation of the speaker. Some times, there is a kind of interplay between the speaker and the audience. The audience may communicate with the speaker. The speaker reveals himself- his character- to gain the sympathy of the reader.

The poem is allegorical because it depicts the indenter to look upon life as a great adventure and the need to pave the world, the struggle no matter what obstacle we meet. 

On the surface we have the story of the great warrior Ulysses, But underneath we have this hidden meaning that we should overcome our sadness and search for knowledge, for the unknown. to go in our life not to stop, not to let any grieve, any obstacle to stop us from going over.   

In this dramatic monologue Tennyson meditates creatively upon the death of his friend Arthur Hallam. By using his own experience of sadness over his friend and transformed it to a beautiful magnificent work of art into he transformed his grieve to a new experience. Death here is like a push forward to search for something new.  

The poem is written in four sections, four parts. They are not the same length. They are not equal. They are of varied length.  Some are too short, some are too long. We have a kind of dramatic movement. 
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