POETRY
                                 LECTURE THREE

William Wordsworth is one of the major romantic poets he was born on 1770 and died 1850. Wordsworth is the poet of nature, as most of the critics describe him, he had his early education, he attended drama school ,then he attended the university. The education that Wordsworth received was from nature. He was a great lover of nature, he used to make a lot of tours he used to walk around the countryside, he was grown in a lake district which is one of the most beautiful sides of England ,different poets named him the lake poet.
Wordsworth had a very good friend who was Coleridge, who enjoyed arguing about poetry and how it should be written. Because they are trying to create something innovated other than the classical and neo-classical method of the 18th c. poetic forms. So they decided to write poems in a different way, a kind of experimental poetry they called it new poetry. So ,they decided to write the lyrical ballads which included one poem for Coleridge ,which is The Rhyme Of The Ancient Mariner  it was the first poem in the collection, and the rest of the poems were written by wordsworth.
What are these poems???
These poems had new themes, new subjects, they had even new kind of diction and language, why is that ???
Because wordsworth explained all of this new kind of poetry because when the first edition was published it did not receive critical appraisal it was criticized because it was something new people did not enjoy it that much even though they were fascinated. In the second edition he wrote a preface , in it he explained to the public what is poetry, who is a poet ,what is the definition of poetry. So , wordsworth and Coleridge cooperated together in writing the lyrical ballads, and in the second edition wordsworth added the preface so he would elaborate to the public what does he and Coleridge  means of poetry.
The lyrical ballads gained more fame and wordsworth and Coleridge were both recognized as major poets, they were best friends and they shared a lot of things so, they decided to go to Germany, Coleridge and his wife ,wordsworth and his sister Dorothy and she was a very good poet and she was his close friend. In Germany they studied German language and philosophy. In Germany wordsworth started to write the prelude which is a kind of autobiographical ethic it is a very long poem written in 13 books more than 3 thousand lines. The prelude's title was The Growth Of A Poets Mind if you read it , it will be as if you are reading wordsworth life completely, his development , how his poetic mind grew and who he turned to be a great poet when they returned from Germany they were as we said before defendant of the French revolution wordsworth earlier spent some time in France there he embraced the French revolution there he felt that it would lead to democracy which he was really looking for in his country. So , he was a great devotee for the French revolution  and he was very enthusiastic about it but unfortunately he was disappointed because the revolution did not fulfill its values liberty, fraternity and brotherhood it turned to be another oppressive political system. So , this disillusion was so shocking for wordsworth it tormented him psychologically so this made him be more democratic and conservative poet , he is also a very productive poet , he wrote a huge number of poems and he was nominated as the poet laureate of England , he enjoyed great fame, he married and had children and he died in his eighties.
What is significant about wordsworth is that he is described as the poet of nature because of his love for nature , you can see and experience nature in his poetry.
The preface gives us a summary of wordsworth poetic theory …in your text book there is an introduction p.60 in your book – a preface to the lyrical ballads in it he was trying to tell us about the subject and language of poetry if you look at the subjects you will find that he is not talking about great heroes or kings and queens he talked about common people and simple life he is creating akind of innovation.
p.260: the principle subject of poetry:  
1.The principal object, then, proposed in these Poems was to choose incidents and situations from common life,2. and to relate or describe them, throughout, as far as was possible in a selection of language really used by men,3. and, at the same time, to throw over them a certain colouring of imagination .
We have a transformation here the ordinary will become unordinary and the natural will become unnatural , supernatural 
4. whereby ordinary things should be presented to the mind in an unusual aspect; and, further, and above all, to make these incidents and situations interesting by tracing in them, truly though not ostentatiously, the primary laws of our nature: chiefly, as far as regards the manner in which we associate ideas in a state of excitement.5. Humble and rustic life was generally chosen, because, in that condition, the essential passions of the heart find a better soil in which they can attain their maturity, are less under restraint, and speak a plainer and more emphatic language.
What is poetry for wordsworth???p.273
 فصل what is a poetغير مطلوب
  I have said that poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility
So poetry does not come from the hard work of the mind , it comes naturally, it is a natural overflow of excess feelings ,its origin is recollected in a peaceful mood or meditation when you have some old memories flashing back and you experience exactly the same feelings you had earlier.
Wordsworth depends on memory he has what he calls the theory of memory. Memory for wordsworth is very significant it works like a computer but in a different way you receive in and get back the same , memory is like a sponge sucking everything, memory is selective it selects bits and pieces of memory ,blends incidents and situations, and recreates them. So it is similar to the computer in storing but it is different in blending and recreating we will talk about it in detail later on.  
the emotion is contemplated till, by a species of reaction, the tranquility gradually disappears, and an emotion, kindred to that which was before the subject of contemplation, is gradually produced, and does itself actually exist in the mind.
 Wordswroth's poetry is completely different from Coleridge, wordsworth was interested in the common incidents and making them un common, natural and turning them into unnatural Coleridge was the opposite he transformed the supernatural into natural, extraordinary into ordinary this is what we are going to see in the rime of the ancient mariner.
What is wordsworth source for the poem The Solitary Reaper ???
Wordsworth before he write the poem read a book about Scotland , and in that book he read two lines about a Scottish girl who was reaping, now this information was stored in his memory and five years after reading that book the powerful emotion came and he composed this beautiful poem, so the poem is not an experience he himself been through. 
The Solitary Reaper
	 
	Behold her, single in the field,
Yon solitary Highland Lass!
Reaping and singing by herself;
Stop here, or gently pass!
Alone she cuts and binds the grain,
And sings a melancholy strain;
O listen! for the Vale profound
Is overflowing with the sound.

No Nightingale did ever chaunt
More welcome notes to weary bands
Of travellers in some shady haunt,
Among Arabian sands:
A voice so thrilling ne'er was heard
In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.

Will no one tell me what she sings?--
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old, unhappy, far-off things,
And battles long ago:
Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,
That has been, and may be again?

Whate'er the theme, the Maiden sang
As if her song could have no ending;
I saw her singing at her work,
And o'er the sickle bending;--
I listened, motionless and still;
And, as I mounted up the hill,
The music in my heart I bore,
Long after it was heard no more. 



Look carefully at the title we have a reaper a person who works in the field to cut the grass , solitary means alone.   
Behold her, single in the field,
Yon solitary Highland Lass!
Reaping and singing by herself;
Stop here, or gently pass!
Alone she cuts and binds the grain,
And sings a melancholy strain;
O listen! for the Vale profound
Is overflowing with the sound.

We have a speaker here who is wordsworth himself and he is describing a young girl who is cutting the grass. But the speaker here addresses the reader and himself as well Behold  he invites us as readers to be with him, he orders us to look and watch to be in his shoes look at the second repetition of the word alone.
Where is she singing???
In the field, she is in complete communion with nature, she is part of nature.
Yon this is an archaic Scottish word which means, that.   Lass is a young girl, she is a girl from the village and she is alone notice the repetition of being alone for the 3rd time solitary, single and solitary again we have beautiful nature and valley , we have a single young girl there in nature, there is a kind of mystery here around us. Now we know more , what is she doing???
She is doing her work ,cutting the grass, and she is singing and amusing herself , she stops to cut and then she moves to another area to cut  Stop here, or gently pass! So , she is like a breeze moving gently which means she is in great communion with nature, she is a part of nature alone for the fourth time she is cutting and tying in bundles at the same time and singing a melancholic tone, strain is a passage of lyrical poetry. Notice how the speaker here concentrates on visual imagery, because, he wants us to be part of that experience, then he uses auditory image by the use of the word O listen the sound of the girl is so powerful, the valley is not filed with the sound and its echo but is overflowing there is a great beautiful exaggeration about the beauty of that sound.
Behold, listen are iterative verbs.
 No Nightingale did ever chaunt
More welcome notes to weary bands
Of travellers in some shady haunt,
Among Arabian sands:
A voice so thrilling ne'er was heard
In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.

The speaker in the second stanza here is giving us details about the beauty of her voice he compares it to travelers in the Arabian sands, her voice is more beautiful than a nightingale chaunt , =sing       weary bands = travelers. Here he says the speaker is a traveler he is not a peasant, he was traveling and he saw that girl in the field, when he heard the girl's voice  which was more beautiful than the sound of the nightingale he felt relaxed , relieved from his exhausting journey. He compared the state that he felt to another group of travelers which is a reference to the Arabian sands , those travelers when they reach an oasis they feel greatly relieved.
Look at the next comparison here, he compares listening to the songs of the girl , which is sweeter than the nightingale the travelers of the Arabian sands and to them when they find an oasis to rest and comfort, it's an exaggeration , an overstatement but a very beautiful one. The song was so comfortable more than finding an oasis.
Why is he creating this exaggerating atmosphere???
Because, even after he saw the girl ,listened to the singing  , he still carry the emotion, the experience it lasted with him, he is still under  the joy of that experience. Her voice is so exciting and we have another comparison to birds, birds in spring sing beautifully they are celebrating the arrival of spring , so the cuckoo bird sings beautifully but the girl's singing is more beautiful and exciting from the birds ' singing. Her voice brakes the silence of the seas, here we have an over statement ,because the seas are not silent they are energetic the vice is so dominant among the silence of the seas ,Hebrides are small islands in England. The girl is in Scotland and her voice is so powerful it crosses the sea and it could be heard in England.
In the second stanza we could feel the powerful effect of the girl's song its compared to be better than the nightingale and its more beautiful and exciting than the cuckoo bird, and it could cross the seas.
  Will no one tell me what she sings?--
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old, unhappy, far-off things,
And battles long ago:
Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,
That has been, and may be again?

The speaker here wonders what is that song??? What is the theme of the song ??? what does it talk about??? Now he is in a state of speculation, what is the song about maybe it's about something simple, something old, something unhappy or it might be historical referring to mythological past maybe it is about suffering.
Or the other speculation, lay = a very short poem about ordinary daily matters , something that happened before and happened today and will happen in the future.
The 3rd stanza is an enquiry about the subject of the song , the theme is unknown.



 Whate'er the theme, the Maiden sang
As if her song could have no ending;
I saw her singing at her work,
And o'er the sickle bending;--
I listened, motionless and still;
And, as I mounted up the hill,
The music in my heart I bore,
Long after it was heard no more
Whatever the theme is he is not interested in the theme of the song, it seems a never ending song , how the speaker feels the power of that experience upon himself .
I = a pronoun here , I experienced seeing her bending over the grass with the sickle in her hand. Look at the repetition of the word I, repetition of the presence of the speaker, I listened, again reference to the auditory and visionary  images  , sense of sight and sense of hearing , very significant. As if he was bewitched or under a spell, motionless and still =  repetition to emphasize that the speaker is taken under the power of the song, and as he was moving up the hill towards his destiny the music the sound of the girl singing was stored in his hart, now he is far away but still the music continued in his heart .
The speaker allows the sudden emotion to be received, this powerful song is like an invader on his heart it occupied it , not only this but he allows that song to be renewed in his mind instead of forgetting it lasted for a long time. So this is a n act of the will of the mind .
The speaker here wants us to share the same experience and for the feelings of it to last in us for a long time. Did the poet explained to us why did he respond to that experience??? No we don't know why, why is he caught under that spell , but he tells us that he took advantage of that experience, and he responded strongly to it . after he was taken by that emotion he wants us readers to enjoy the same feelings.
Notice how the poem begins with a surprise for us , a surprise of something not extraordinary, look how he transformed something ordinary into something extraordinary .
We as readers could imagine the girl in the field, we could listen to her melancholic song through our imagination we as readers enjoy these activities .
There is a kind of inward reflection as if we were really there. We hear the music inwardly , the poem as if it is recording a kind of experience that was moving at that time and it continued in the heart and mind of the poet.
Technicalities of the poem:
Language is very simple beautified by imagination , there is no description of nature  but we can imagine it in our minds, even the girl we have no description of her we only know that she is young and has a melancholic voice and doing her work, all these simple things are transformed into this beautiful poem.
The poem is written in 4 stanzas , each stanza is 8 lines, simple language and we have overstatements which powers the meaning but we do not have metaphorical language.
This poem represents what wordsworth says in the preface about the lyrical ballads.

