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Background of the Victorian Age

It is a very rich era in literary production especially novel. It is the age when Queen Victoria ruled England. It is characterized by great scientific inventions, industrial factories, child labor, education of women, great discoveries. Marriage was marriage of convenience. Girls were married very traditionally. Most of the girls of the middle worked as governesses. The upper aristocratic class used to spend their times in tea parties and gossip. 
During the Victorian Age, England became the wealthiest nation. The British Empire expanded. Victorians were divided into two groups. One group celebrated the prosperity and was proud of the English nation. The society was divided into classes, the middle class and the upper middle class. 
Victorian writers exposed the hypocrisy of the upper class society, their ignorance to the poor. Victorian novels discussed the faults of the society. 
Politically, In the Victorian Age, Democracy was established. There were two parties- the Whigs and the Tories- or the conservatives and the Liberals. The First Reform Bill was issued, then the Second Reform Bill about the right of voting. It gave power to the middle class as they gain their right to vote. The middle class was dominating. 
Science and technology witnessed great progress. Child labor was banned in the middle Victorian Age. Charles Dickens criticized child labor and poverty in his novels. 
The age witnessed prosperity in everything. The British felt proud of their race. They had confidence that they are the best. They felt that it was their duty to teach the world civilization- to civilize the whole world. 
They believed in hard work, moral seriousness , social respectability. 
There were religious movements.  Most of the British were Protestants. Church lost its power. 
They believed in  a concept called Utilitarianism.
The Features of the Victorian Novel: 
They reflect the problem of the society. They discussed these problems. Victorian novels are realistic. They are very long. They were issued in the form of series.
Victorian Novelists:
· Jane Austin 
· Charles Dickens- "Oliver Twist" " Great Expectations"
· Charlotte Bronte- " Jane Eyre" 
· Emily Bronte " Wuthering Heights"
· Edger Allan Poe 
· William Thackeray " Vanity Fair" 
· Joseph Conrad-" Heart of Darkness" 
· Thomas Hardy " the Mayor of Casterbridge" 
· George Eliot " The Mill on the Floss"  
  

















The novel is written in four books- as sections. 
George Eliot's life is similar to the life of Maggie- the heroine of the novel. Her life is very distinguished and different. She is totally different from other novelist writers. She is rebellious. They saw her as someone who created scandals. She has very interesting life. her real name is  Mary Ann Evans. She is  better known by her pen name George Eliot. She is intellectual, very intelligent. She learned languages very quickly- German- French- Latin. Her first works were translation. She lived with a man for years without being legally married. She was an outcast in the society. Her life is very complicated. At the end of her life, she married a lawyer, 20 years younger than her. she was legally married for the first time in her life.  
She was born on 22 November 1819. Her family lived in Warwicksahire in England. She was the youngest daughters. She had two  brother and sister – and two step brother and sister- siblings- siblinghood is a topic to study in the novel. She had attachment to her brother- like Maggie in the Mill on the Floss- about a brother and sister who are attached by at the same time- they are different. Their relation becomes complicated .
Her father was stern but loving. He was very religious. She loved him. He was a male dominance in her life. She loved both her brother and father but she had a problem how to satisfy them.  Her father died angry at her. She wanted to make amends but she could not. The male had very strong position in her life. It is clear in the novels she wrote. She portrayed the father in her novels as more loving as she wanted. 
Her father worked as a land agent and builder. He is part of her inspiration for her characters. 
She lived a prosper life. They did not have problems. They lived comfortably. She spent most of her time in the library. 
Schooling: She was sent to boarding schools to be educated. She was sent to a convent- where nuns live- it belongs to the church- education there was mostly religious- by nuns.
She played the piano. She learned languages and poetry. 
Her mother died with cancer. She went back to her family at the age of 13.
She does not fit to the beautiful picture of the Victorian girl. She had a problem with that. It was not important for Women at that time to be intelligent. What were more important was her beauty and her wealth. It caused her a problem of self-confidence. 
Religion:  is very important in her life. She questioned the Christian faith. It formed her opinion of the Victorian society.  She did not want to go to church. She was not convinced to go there. Marriage for her was out of the question. She suffered the consequences of her denial. 
She joined the world of the artists and the writers. She did not abide by rules. She lived a bohemian life. She was fully dedicated to her art. She became friend with reverence thinkers. She started writing  for non-religious writers. She was rejected for reading for that group rejected by the society.
She met a publisher who printed her first translation of religious and non-religious book. It called the book "the Life of Jesus" this book cut her relation with her father completely. This book deconstructed all the traditions of the Christians. 
Her father got sick. She went to live with her father. she tried to make amends in their relationship. He died not happy with her.  She went back to London. She became a journalist. She started criticizing books and novels. She had a very sharp critical voice. 
She wrote her first novel under her pen name. 
Her love relationships with men were not conventional. All her life was unconventional. She was against the orthodox teachings. She lived single, not married. She worked. She was independent to make her own choices. She was a feminist.
Her life in London became complicated. People were gossiping about her reputation. She fell in love and lived with the man for a long life. They were not legally married. By the standard of religion and society, they have adultery relationships. In their minds, they were married. She chose not to have children. 
Her first novel was published under her pen name- George Eliot. There are certain reasons why she chose a pen name to write under like  public knowledge of her adultery relationship. 
Works:
· "Adam Bede "1859
· Brother Jacob 1864
· Daniel Deronda 
· Middlemarch 1871
· Romola 
· Scenes of Clerical Life 
· Silas Marner 
· The Lifted Veil -1859
· The Mill on the Floss- 1860- an autobiographical novel.  
· Tom and Maggie Tulliver

She also wrote poetry and critical essays. 
www.onlineliterature.com 
www.youtube- scandalous life of George Eliot- bbc production
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dl0ZUnGchHE

Plot: 

We have the main Character. Maggie Tulliver.
We have the family of the Tulliver- Maggie- Tome- Mr. Tulliver- Mrs. Tulliver 
Mrs. Tulliver has sisters and brothers- the Dodsons. 
Mr. Tulliver- has a married sister -- the Moses  
Maggie is compared to George Eliot herself. She is clever, intelligent, and emotional attached to her brother Tom. The father is very kind. The mother is a typical Victorian mother. She cares more about the society. she is disappointed at her daughter. She is ordinary compared to Lucy her cousin- from the mother side- the Dodsons. Lucy has white skin, blonde hair, perfect skills, she says the right things. Maggie on the other hand has dark hair. It was not straight not curly. It has unorganized kind of waves. She has darker skin compared to Lucy. She did not say the right things. One day, she took the scissors and cut her hair short. The mother was going to faint with surprise. She wanted to get much attention of the mother. The mother wished that her daughter would be Lucy , not Maggie. 
The Tulliver lived in St. OGG's . they owned a mill- Dorlcote Mill .
Tom is Maggie's elder brother. He brings happiness to her. He brings her affection and love. 
The father decided to send Tom for education. They sent him to a school abroad. 
The Dodsons are the typical Victorian snobbish women who see themselves above all. They had lent money to Mr. Tulliver. Now, they want the money back. Mr. Tulliver wants to send Tom to a very expensive school. He had to pay a lot of money for him. The Dodsons were against the decision of sending Tom. The father did not change his mind and sent Tom. He went into debt. Eventually, he decided to see the mill. 
The mill is very significant in the novel. It is very symbolic. Mr. Tulliver had money but he had lent it to his sister. Now, he feels shy to ask his sister to get his money back. He does not do. It led him to fall into debt. 
We have the theme of siblinghood- how Maggie is with Tom- how Mr. Tulliver is with his sister- the relationship between a brother and a sister. It is something sacred in the novels of George Eliot. 
Mr. Stelling is a clergy man who teaches Tom at school. Maggie visits her brother a lot in school. She was in a boarding school for girls but it was not expensive.  
One of Mr. Stelling's student with Philip Wakem . He is crippled- hunchback. He is very intelligent. He starts to like Maggie. His father, lawyer Wakem is the enemy of Mr. Tulliver. They fight over the river Floss. 
The river Floss and the mill are important. 
Maggie is called home. She is 13. Her father loses the law suite against lawyer Wakem over the river Floss. Mr. Tulliver becomes  bankrupt. Tom, decides to go back to support the family and help his father. 
After the father becomes bankrupt, Wakem buys the mill. To humiliate him more, he asks Tulliver to be the manager of the mill- while he used to be the owner of mill. Now, he has to work under the management of Lawyer Wakem. 
Very hard circumstances happen to the Tulliver. 
A new character appears- Bob Jakin. He is a family friend for Tom and Maggie. He is a book trader. He buys books and gives them to Maggie. He was on the same intellectual level with Maggie.  They have walks to discuss books. Most of these books are chosen by George Eliot – they are anti-religious- philosophical books. These books influence Maggie. 
Philip Wakem admits his love to Maggie. She is surprised. She answers that she also loves him. Tom knows about this relationship. He asks Maggie to swear not to see Philip again because his father is the cause of their bankruptcy and their father's illness. He also took their land and their mill. He is a big enemy to the family. 
Maggie, follows Tom instructions- unlike George Eliot- who did not follow the instructions of her father- Maggie loves her brother. She obeys him. Mr. Tulliver and Wakem meet and start to fight. Tulliver dies. This is a technique used by George Eliot to show that Lawyer Wakem is responsible for the death of Mr. Tulliver . 
There is a jump of many years. All characters grow older. 
Maggie goes to teach in another village. She puts her mother with Lucy, her cousin as they are well-off. Tom works hard. After few years, Maggie comes back- she is tall- has beauty and good looks- Lucy is now engaged to Stephen Guest- he is a very important character although he appears in the middle of the novel. 
Stephen Guest is handsome and rich. He fits into the Victorian suitor. Lucy is happy with him. Maggie is not engaged or married. She renews her relationship with Philip. Lucy helps them by going to Lawyer Wakem. Maggie tells Philip that she will marry him if his father agrees. Lawyer Wakem accepts the marriage. He turns back the mill to Tom and Maggie. Everything becomes good again. 
George Eliot adds something to complicate the events. Maggie becomes close to Stephen Guest- Lucy's fiancé. Eliot throws at us a problem in society. It is out of their control. Maggie and Stephen start to love each other. 
The idea of falling in love with someone who is already engaged is an idea that is found in George Eliot's life.  she had this problem in society. it is the concept of forbidden love. 
Philip knows. He becomes ill and jealous. They ( Maggie- Philip- Lucy-)decide to go on a boat trip on the floss river . Philip asks Stephen to go to reveal his relation with Maggie in front of Lucy. Lucy decides not to go , to let Philip and Maggie alone together. So, Maggie and Stephen become alone on the boat. They start speaking about their relationship. He tells her that she loves her. she tells her that she cannot betray Lucy- her cousin. The river flows. They cannot get back. They have to stop in another village to take another big boat. They have to spend one night before going back to St. Ogg's.  When she goes back to St.Ogg's, her deputation is ruined. She spent one night with a man she is not related to. they are stunned forever. Tom renounces Maggie. Lucy renounces her. all St.Ogg's society cut her off. She takes her mother and goes to Bob Jakin and his wife. She lives with them for a long time. George Eliot herself suffered a lot for being outcast from society.  Stephen writes letters to Tom and Lucy telling them that nothing happened between him and Maggie. It does not mean anything for them. Maggie did not choose to be alone with Stephen. It was Lucy and Philip who did it. it is also nature, the river flowed . all the circumstances were against Maggie and Stephen. This is done by Eliot to show how harsh the Victorian society is. 
After years, Lucy forgives Maggie. All the time, Maggie is searching for forgiveness- from Tom, from Philip, from Lucy.  Philip forgives Maggie. Stephen sends her that he wants to marry her. she has feeling of guilt. She does not reply to him. Tom still does not speak to his sister. She feels rejected. 
The ending of the novel is very dramatic. The river floods.  Maggie rescues her mother, Bob, his wife. She takes them on the boat. She drops them somewhere. She goes with the boat to the mill to rescue Tom. He is trapped in the house. He cannot go out of the house. She takes him in the boat. She dies with her brother holding her. They drown in the river. she is finally in peace. 
Lucy, Philip and Stephen visit the grave of Maggie and Tom. 



Book 1: Boy and Girl
1. In Chapter 1, what is the effect of the narrator describing Dorlcote Mill as he or she stands there looking upon it?
The narrator gives us details of all characters and description of nature. The narrator reflects George Eliot- she represents Eliot herself. 
The narrator may be one of the characters of the novel or George Eliot herself" I remember" we think that this is the same person who lived the story. 
The narrator is sitting watching the Floss next to Dorlcote Mill. The narrator peacefully watches a little girl and her white dog that stand on the bank of the river, watching the mill. The narrator can see the light of a fire burning inside the little girl's house.
it is decades later and the narrator has been dozing in her armchair, dreaming of that past afternoon outside Dorlcote Mill. The narrator proceeds to tell the story of what Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver were discussing in their house, in front of the fire on that afternoon.
The unnamed narrator was alive for Maggie Tulliver's life and is narrating the events many years later.
The narrator speaks in the first person at selective points of narration but for all else, narrates as though third-person omniscient. It is a hidden- unknown character- we do not know whether it is he or she. 
What is the difference between first person and third person narration? 
First person narrator narrates the story from his own point of view- from his side. In third person narration, there is objectiveness. The omniscient narrator knows everything. He goes deep in the characters and analyze them, analyze the society, what type of characters are there, why do characters think in a certain way. 
The opening of The Mill on the Floss introduces us first to the narrator of the tale. The narrator is presented as a witness who lived in St. Ogg's at the time of the Tulliver's and now remembers and tells the tale thirty years later. However, we soon see that the narrator also remains unnamed and omniscient. Thus he/she recounts to us not only the dynamics of a conversation between Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver that she was not present for, but also the dynamics of each of their thought processes. Every so often, however, the narrator does refer to his/herself in the first person and recount personal opinions. 
We have description of the river and the mill. The first page of the novel is very important. 
The writer begins the novel by the narrator walking on the Floss, sitting on the bridge watching the Floss and the mill. We have the feeling that the narrator  is one  of those who lived the experiences. She is telling her memories. We do not know whether she is Maggie or someone else. She is a character who outlived the experience- as Maggie died at the end of the story. She/ he may be a character that we do not know. We never know who is speaking. 
First few lines are descriptive 
wide plain, where the broadening Floss hurries on between its green banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its passage with an impetuous embrace. On this mighty tide the black ships–laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of coal–are borne along to the town of St. Ogg's, which shows its aged, fluted red roofs and the broad gables of its wharves between the low wooded hill and the river-brink, tingeing the water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this February sun. 
The style and the language are typically Victorian. It is very descriptive in a very eloquent language. We have very detailed descrption.
And this is Dorlcote Mill. I must stand a minute or two here on the bridge and look at it, though the clouds are threatening, and it is far on in the afternoon. Even in this leafless time of departing February it is pleasant to look at,–perhaps the chill, damp season adds a charm to the trimly kept, comfortable dwelling-house, as old as the elms and chestnuts that shelter it from the northern blast. The stream is brimful now, and lies high in this little withy plantation, and half drowns the grassy fringe of the croft in front of the house. As I look at the full stream, the vivid grass, the delicate bright-green powder softening the outline of the great trunks and branches that gleam from under the bare purple boughs, I am in love with moistness, and envy the white ducks that are dipping their heads far into the water here among the withes, unmindful of the awkward appearance they make in the drier world above.
It is February – very – extremely cold in Britain.
Chapter II

Mr. Tulliver explains to Mrs. Tulliver his wish to send their young son Tom for further education, so that Tom might have a well-paid career and enough scholarly knowledge to help Mr. Tulliver with confusing legal processes. 
Stout, blond Mrs. Tulliver submissively does not object but wants to have her sisters to dinner to hear their thoughts on the matter. Mr. Tulliver refuses to ask his sister-in-laws' advice.
Mr. Tulliver resolves to himself to ask Mr. Riley's advice about a good school. Mr. Tulliver brings up his only doubt over Tom's education—that Tom is a bit slow, taking after Bessy's family. Mr. Tulliver laments the fact that his daughter instead of his son takes after his own family in her cleverness.
More than happy to concede Maggie's likeness to the Tulliver family line, Mrs. Tulliver calls her a "wild thing" and complains of her messiness, absentmindedness, and "brown skin. Mrs. Tulliver wishes Maggie's dark hair would curl, like that of her pretty cousin Lucy Deane.
At this moment, Maggie enters the room and throws off her bonnet and refuses her mother's command to work on her patchwork for Mrs. Glegg, whom Maggie doesn't like. Mr. Tulliver laughs quietly at her honesty as she leaves the room.
2. Why is so much made of Maggie's hair in Chapter 2? What does the discussion of her hair tell us about Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver?
Mrs. Tulliver laments the fact that Maggie belongs – look like the Tulliver. Tom resembles more his mother's family- the Dodsons- high class hypocrisy- cruel behavior- everything is measured for the Dodsons. As Maggie does not have a curly hair and white skin, she is not a Dodson. She is more of Tulliver. The Tulliver are less than the Dodsons. Tom is a Dodson- not intelligent. It is not good  for a boy. it is good for a girl like Maggie to be a Dodson to take care of her looks.
 The hair signifies the status. Maggie does not belong to her mother. Dark hair is not of status. Curly and messy hair is like gypsies- of lower standard. The hair tells about the status of people especially women- the way Mrs. Glegg is described by her hair. 
CHAPTER III 
Mr. Tulliver is with Mr. Riely and Maggie in the living room. 
Mr. Tulliver and Mr. Riley have been discussing local troublesome lawyers such as Wakem, Tulliver asks Riley's advice about Tom's schooling. Maggie, who has been sitting with a book, runs to her father proclaiming that Tom would be incapable of such an evil. Tulliver comforts Maggie, being proud to Riley of her cleverness. Maggie feels excitement at the mention of her intelligence to Riley, who is busy looking at the book she has dropped. Maggie hopes to earn Riley's respect with an exposition of the book—"The History of the Devil" by Daniel Defoe—but Riley is unreceptive. Mr. Tulliver is suddenly embarrassed by his daughter's knowledge and sends her to her mother.
Tulliver explains his fears that Tom is more inclined to an outdoors sort of knowledge and isn't at ease speaking to strangers as Maggie is. Riley recommends a parson named Stelling as a tutor for Tom. Riley speaks elaborately of Stelling's merits and soon convinces Tulliver, though we learn that Riley's recommendation has sprung more from Riley's desire to do a favor to Stelling's father-in-law and to speak authoritatively, than from first-hand knowledge of Stelling's merits.
3. What is the significance of the book that Maggie shows Mr. Riley (Defoe's History of the Devil)?
 Maggie showed Mr. Riley the book she is reading- "the history of the Devil" by Daniel Defoe- In this book, there is a picture of a woman- a witch- 
Mr. Riley is an auctioneer- someone who values things. He is in relation with Mr. Tulliver over business regarding the Floss. 
Maggie is sitting by the fire reading a book called" the History of the Devil" 
The father asks Mr. Riley his opinion of sending Tom for education- what kind of school- where he can send him- 
Maggie hears that Tom, will be sent away. She loses the attention of the book. She stands up and goes to speak to Mr. Riley. The book fell down. They look at the book. Mr. Riley asks Mr. Tulliver why he has this book in his library. He thinks that Mr. Tulliver should not read such a book. Mr. Tulliver bought it by mistake. He wanted to buy another book that has the same cover. 
Why, what book is it the wench has got hold on?" he burst out at last.
"The 'History of the Devil,' by Daniel Defoe,–not quite the right book for a little girl," said Mr. Riley. "How came it among your books, Mr. Tulliver?"
Maggie looked hurt and discouraged, while her father said,–
"Why, it's one o' the books I bought at Partridge's sale. They was all bound alike,–it's a good binding, you see,–and I thought they'd be all good books. There's Jeremy Taylor's 'Holy Living and Dying' among 'em. I read in it often of a Sunday" (Mr. Tulliver felt somehow a familiarity with that great writer, because his name was Jeremy); "and there's a lot more of 'em,–sermons mostly, I think,–but they've all got the same covers, and I thought they were all o' one sample, as you may say. But it seems one mustn't judge by th' outside. This is a puzzlin' world."
"Well," said Mr. Riley, in an admonitory, patronizing tone as he patted Maggie on the head, "I advise you to put by the 'History of the Devil,' and read some prettier book. Have you no prettier books?"
Mr. Tulliver was buying religious books. By mistake, he got this book. He is speaking in an apologetic tone. 
George Eliot suffered in the Victorian society that there was control over what she should and should not read. It was on children as well as the adults. They should not read such books. The Victorian society was very conservative. 
It is not good for a girl to read as she should not thing much. This theme is repeated so many times in the novel- a woman should not read- if she reads much; she should not think much- it is not good for her.  if she reads, she has ideas, she will rebel.
Riley asks her not to read any book. 
Come, come and tell me something about this book; here are some pictures,–I want to know what they mean."
Maggie, with deepening color, went without hesitation to Mr. Riley's elbow and looked over the book, eagerly seizing one corner, and tossing back her mane, while she said,–
"Oh, I'll tell you what that means. It's a dreadful picture, isn't it? But I can't help looking at it. That old woman in the water's a witch,–they've put her in to find out whether she's a witch or no; and if she swims she's a witch, and if she's drowned–and killed, you know–she's innocent, and not a witch, but only a poor silly old woman. But what good would it do her then, you know, when she was drowned? Only, I suppose, she'd go to heaven, and God would make it up to her. And this dreadful blacksmith with his arms akimbo, laughing,–oh, isn't he ugly?–I'll tell you what he is. He's the Devil really" (here Maggie's voice became louder and more emphatic), "and not a right blacksmith; for the Devil takes the shape of wicked men, and walks about and sets people doing wicked things, and he's oftener in the shape of a bad man than any other, because, you know, if people saw he was the Devil, and he roared at 'em, they'd run away, and he couldn't make 'em do what he pleased."
She showed him a picture of a witch. A woman is pushed in the river, if she survives, she is a witch. If she drowns, she is not a witch. 
Here, George Eliot wants to show how Maggie is intelligent. She wants to show how this kind of books open her mind to imagine- the devil does not come in the shape of a devil but in a shape of a man that can make people do bad things. 
She tells him that she will show him the devil. This is very ironic. Mr. Riley asks her not to talk about the devil, that it is not a good book to read- she should read other books. He gives other examples  of books that she can read.
 
Oh, yes," said Maggie, reviving a little in the desire to vindicate the variety of her reading. "I know the reading in this book isn't pretty; but I like the pictures, and I make stories to the pictures out of my own head, you know. But I've got 'Æsop's Fables,' and a book about Kangaroos and things, and the 'Pilgrim's Progress.'" 
Ah, a beautiful book," said Mr. Riley; "you can't read a better."
"Well, but there's a great deal about the Devil in that," said Maggie, triumphantly, "and I'll show you the picture of him in his true shape, as he fought with Christian."
Maggie ran in an instant to the corner of the room, jumped on a chair, and reached down from the small bookcase a shabby old copy of Bunyan, which opened at once, without the least trouble of search, at the picture she wanted.
"Here he is," she said, running back to Mr. Riley, "and Tom colored him for me with his paints when he was at home last holidays,–the body all black, you know, and the eyes red, like fire, because he's all fire inside, and it shines out at his eyes."
CHAPTER IV
  Because Maggie is not allowed to go out to meet Tom on his arrival, she takes revenge by damping her newly brushed hair in a basin of water and then goes to the attic to torment a doll she keeps as a fetish. Finally she tires of that and goes out to talk to Luke the miller. She tries to show off her cleverness to Luke, but he is not interested in any sort of learning. Luke reminds her that she has allowed Tom's rabbits to die through neglect, and Maggie is momentarily crushed. But Luke invites her to visit his wife, and she quickly forgets Tom. At Luke's home she is enchanted with a picture of the prodigal son, and she expresses her happiness that he was taken back by his father. She is pained by Luke's thought that the prodigal son was probably not much of a person.
Maggie is seen to be forgetful even with persons she loves: she neglects the rabbits which Tom asked her to care for. And she is highly sensitive to criticism even when it is deserved.
Maggie's mother, however, is concerned with her daughter mainly as a reflection of herself: "Folk's 'ull think it's a judgment on me as I've got such a child — they'll think I've done summat wicked." This is the same attitude that Tom will take to her when they are grown up — that she is important mainly because her actions reflect on him.
Maggie's reaction to the prodigal son story is intended to show her tenderness of feeling, but it also looks forward to later events, when Tom, who has taken her father's place, refuses to take her back in spite of her repentance. Much of this chapter, including this incident, is seen from Maggie's point of view, and this begins to get the reader in the habit of seeing all actions in a way which is favorable to Maggie.
4. In Chapter 4, Luke tells Maggie: "`I can't do wi' knowin' so many things besides my work. That's what brings folk to the gallows--knowin' everything but what they'n got to get their bread by." How are his comments relevant to the matters that preoccupy the Tullivers in the early stages of the novel?
Nay, Miss, I'n got to keep count o' the flour an' corn; I can't do wi' knowin' so many things besides my work. That's what brings folks to the gallows,–knowin' everything but what they'n got to get their bread by. An' they're mostly lies, I think, what's printed i' the books: them printed sheets are, anyhow, as the men cry i' the streets."
This speech by Luke tells about his level of education. he does not like reading- like Tom. He has to work, to earn money to earn his living for his family. He has no time to read .
The Tulliver are very much concerned about Tom's education. His father wants him to be a man of the world. The Dodsons- the society were against sending him for schooling. They think that He is going to work in the mill- in his father's business.
The theme here is education versus work. At that time, it was not important for a one who owns his own business to be educated.  His father wants him to study, to change, to become a man who can speak very well. The controversy over sending Tom or not sending him to get education is the main theme.
Luke says ironically that so much knowing is not good. 
CHAPTER V
Tom arrives home to the delight of Mrs. Tulliver and Maggie. Tom greets Maggie and shows her the fishing line he has saved all term to buy her, so that they can go fishing tomorrow. Tom had to fight some boys over his money, and Maggie adoringly compares his strength to Samson's. Impatient with Maggie's hypothetical imaginings, Tom decides to go see his rabbits, and Maggie must confess that they are dead. Tom tells Maggie he doesn't love her and severely reminds her of her past naughtiness. Maggie, distraught, clings to Tom, but he shrugs her off. Maggie retreats to the attic and remains there, miserable, until her presence is missed at teatime. Mr. Tulliver, suspecting that Tom has been hard on her, orders Tom to fetch her and treat her kindly. Maggie begs Tom's forgiveness, and the two share the cake that Tom has brought and nuzzle each other like "two friendly ponies."
Tom and Maggie go fishing the next day. Maggie is respectful of Tom's practical knowledge of the outdoors and is impressed by his superiority and refusal to acknowledge her bookish cleverness. Maggie, through no skill of her own, catches a fish. Today, both Tom and Maggie envision that they will always be together, and always be happy. 
5. What do we learn about the differences between Maggie and Tom in Chapter 5?

Though Tom shares Maggie's fantasy of the two of them always living together happily, part of his fantasy involves exerting dominion over her by always "punish[ing] her when she did wrong."
Tom and Maggie are totally different.
Maggie is presented as more imaginative, emotional .  She is more interesting than any one in her family. She is sympathetically in need for love. She is a sensitive and forgiving person. She is compared to the river Floss itself. The river symbolizes Maggie herself- her emotional state. She is like a river- she stops- flows just like the stream of the river. she cries, then she becomes happy, then she cries again…. She is too emotional. She is emotionally dependent on Tom. She feels guilty for the rabbits which died as she forgot to deed them.  Tom is angry with her. Her passionate preoccupation causes pain to others. Maggie is hungry for love. She is always in search for love. 
         Tom is not very imaginative- he lacks imagination- Tom is characterized as a stubborn boy who sticks to a code of fairness in his dealings and judgments of others. Tom is very rational. He is not emotional at all. He is very stable, very calm, very typical British. He is more suited to practical knowledge than bookish education and sometimes prefers to settle disputes with physical pressure, as does his father. Tom is quite close to Maggie as a child—he responds almost instinctively to her affection.
Tom is 13- Maggie is 9. He never hits her because a boy would never hit a girl. So, Tom has principles that he abides to. Being angry for the death of his rabbits, he tells Maggie that she will not go fishing with him the next morning. She follows him, cries, sobs , apologizes- very dramatic. She is unlike him. She is basically unconventional for the British principles. 
Chapter VI
Mrs. Tulliver prepares for the visit of her sisters and their husbands and children. Though Mr. Tulliver is mocking at the opinions of the Dodsons, Mrs. Tulliver values their participation, not least because they each have money saved to be left to their nieces and nephews. Her sister Mrs. Deane will bring her daughter Lucy, whom Mrs. Tulliver loves as her own as a result of Lucy's good manners and coloring. The Dodsons consider themselves a respectable family with a sense of superiority and particular ways of maintaining households and social relations meant to distinguish themselves from other families.
Tom steals two pastries from the kitchen for himself and Maggie. Maggie offers to take the one with less jam, but Tom insists that she choose between them fairly, without looking. Maggie ends up with the bigger pastry, and Tom refuses when she tries to give it to him. But he finishes his own smaller one first and watches angrily as she eats all of her larger one, calling her "greedy." Tom runs off, and Maggie sits feeling regretful and confused about the pastry. She arouses herself finally to realize that Tom has gone off with Bob Jakin.
6. What is the significance of Bob and Tom's discussion about rat-catching and their subsequent game of Heads and Tails that leads to the altercation?
Bob is a poor boy who is knowledgeable in matters of rat-catching, tree-climbing, and such matters. He is bound for a rat-catching at a nearby barn. As they go along Bob idly tosses a halfpenny in the air and challenges Tom to call it. Tom correctly calls tails, but Bob covers the coin and keeps it. Tom, with help from his dog Yap, wrestles Bob into giving up the coin. Tom then lets it lie and refuses to go any farther with Bob, saying that he hates a cheat. Bob hit back by throwing down the knife that Tom once gave him; but when Tom lets it lie, Bob picks it up again.
Bob Jakin's appearance gives another example of Tom's capacity for self-righteousness. Tom gets angry although it is a game. He does not accept cheating. He abides to principles. He grows to become s a man of principles. 
Chapter VII
Mrs. Glegg is the first of the Dodsons to arrive at the Tullivers. All the Dodsons are handsome women, though Mrs. Glegg stingily keeps her new or expensive clothing in storage, wearing shabbier clothing that smells of mold instead. Mrs. Glegg reproaches Mrs. Tulliver for various extravagances while they wait for the others to arrive. The Pullets soon come; Mrs. Pullet is crying dramatically over the death of an acquaintance. Mrs. Pullet goes with Mrs. Tulliver to admire a new hat, while Mrs. Glegg thinks over on their extravagance and on the unbecoming qualities of Maggie, who resembles her father's sister, Mrs. Moss, rather than the Dodsons.
Maggie drags Tom upstairs with her to have him watch while she cuts her hair. Instead of joining in her rebellious triumph, Tom laughs and insults her new appearance. Tom goes downstairs, leaving Maggie feeling remorseful. First Kezia, the family servant, then Tom come upstairs and finally coax Maggie down to dinner. Everyone is shocked—then the women are reproachful and the men amused. Maggie begins to sob, and her father comforts her.
Mr. Tulliver announces his plans for Tom's education. Mrs. Glegg in particular is skeptical and pessimistic about this plan. Mr. Tulliver and Mrs. Glegg quarrel, and Mrs. Glegg leaves, taking Mr. Glegg with her.
7. How does Eliot use characterization to distinguish among all of the relatives gathered at the Tulliver's in Chapter 7?
They are all Dodsons- snobbish. They highly think of themselves. They eat in a certain way. They have tea at 4:30, not 5, lunch should be set at 1:30, not 2.  They are very specific. It is the Dodson way.  They comment that Mrs. Tulliver forgets what a Dodson is as she does not set lunch at 1:30. All of them have the Dodson way of life. Eliot gives a special feature for every one of them.

 Mrs. Glegg is a very typical Victorian woman- as all the Dodson. She abides to old fashion. She is particular. Although she has new clothes in the closet, she never wear anything new- as to be older- old cloths- although she has money- the way her hair is done, her bonnet is very old fashioned- different from the others. Every day, she is critical of Mrs. Tulliver and her children. She keeps criticizing and commenting on the behavior of others. She is not sincere for anything.
She is a bad character. She has her own way and does not accept any other way of living. 
The Dodsons were certainly a handsome family, and Mrs. Glegg was not the least handsome of the sisters. As she sat in Mrs. Tulliver's arm-chair, no impartial observer could have denied that for a woman of fifty she had a very comely face and figure, though Tom and Maggie considered their aunt Glegg as the type of ugliness. It is true she despised the advantages of costume, for though, as she often observed, no woman had better clothes, it was not her way to wear her new things out before her old ones. 
Occasionally, indeed, Mrs. Glegg wore one of her third-best fronts on a week-day visit, but not at a sister's house; especially not at Mrs. Tulliver's, who, since her marriage, had hurt her sister's feelings greatly by wearing her own hair, though, as Mrs. Glegg observed to Mrs. Deane, a mother of a family, like Bessy, with a husband always going to law, might have been expected to know better. But Bessy was always weak!
Her opinion of Bessy- Mrs. Tulliver- Maggie's mother – is that she is weak.
Mrs. Glegg cares more about the reputation of her family. It is the most important thing for her.
         Another Dodson is  Pullet Dorothy. She is very emotional. She cries a lot. She thinks that she is sick. She thinks that she needs a doctor. She thinks that she will die soon. Unlike Mrs. Glegg, she wears the best and newest clothes. She cares a lot about her appearance. She is a very delicate lady. 
Mrs. Glegg wonders while Pullet is crying over the death of some acquaintance- just a neighbor- while he is not a kin- relative to them. 
Pullet is more sensitive and fragile than Mrs. Glegg. 

I don't know what ails sister Pullet," she continued. "It used to be the way in our family for one to be as early as another,–I'm sure it was so in my poor father's time,–and not for one sister to sit half an hour before the others came. But if the ways o' the family are altered, it sha'n't be my fault; I'll never be the one to come into a house when all the rest are going away. I wonder at sister Deane,–she used to be more like me. But if you'll take my advice, Bessy, you'll put the dinner forrard a bit, sooner than put it back, because folks are late as ought to ha' known better."

The sound of wheels while Mrs. Glegg was speaking was an interruption highly welcome to Mrs. Tulliver, who hastened out to receive sister Pullet; it must be sister Pullet, because the sound was that of a four-wheel.
Mrs. Glegg tossed her head and looked rather sour about the mouth at the thought of the "four-wheel." She had a strong opinion on that subject.
Sister Pullet was in tears when the one-horse chaise stopped before Mrs. Tulliver's door, and it was apparently requisite that she should shed a few more before getting out; for though her husband and Mrs. Tulliver stood ready to support her, she sat still and shook her head sadly, as she looked through her tears at the vague distance.
Well, sister, you're late; what's the matter?" said Mrs. Glegg, rather sharply, as they shook hands.
Mrs. Pullet sat down, lifting up her mantle carefully behind, before she answered,–
"She's gone," unconsciously using an impressive figure of rhetoric.
"It isn't the glass this time, then," thought Mrs. Tulliver.
"Died the day before yesterday," continued Mrs. Pullet; "an' her legs was as thick as my body,"' she added, with deep sadness, after a pause. "They'd tapped her no end o' times, and the water–they say you might ha' swum in it, if you'd liked."
Sophy," said Mrs. Glegg, unable any longer to contain her spirit of rational remonstrance,–"Sophy, I wonder at you, fretting and injuring your health about people as don't belong to you. Your poor father never did so, nor your aunt Frances neither, nor any o' the family as I ever heard of. You couldn't fret no more than this, if we'd heared as our cousin Abbott had died sudden without making his will."
Mrs. Pullet was silent, having to finish her crying, and rather flattered than indignant at being upbraided for crying too much. It was not everybody who could afford to cry so much about their neighbors who had left them nothing; but Mrs. Pullet had married a gentleman farmer, and had leisure and money to carry her crying and everything else to the highest pitch of respectability.
Sophy- Mrs. Pullet 
[bookmark: 11]Another Dodson woman is Mrs. Deane - Lucy's mother.  Mrs. Deane, formerly Miss Susan Dodson, is a pale, quieter, Dodson sister. Mrs. Deane does not say much, and she rehearses what she says beforehand. She is the thinnest Dodson. She has bad heath. 
The closest sister to Mrs. Tulliver is Mrs. Deane- Lucy's mother.
Chapter VIII
Mrs. Tulliver reminds her husband that Mrs. Glegg might ask for her loan of five hundred pounds back from the Tullivers because of Mr. Tulliver's poor behavior. Mr. Tulliver decides to ride to Basset to see his sister and her husband—the Mosses—and ask them for the three hundred pounds that he has loaned them. Basset is a poor neighboring village, and the Mosses live a poor existence, since Mr. Tulliver's sister married a man of little means against Tulliver's will.
Mr. Tulliver has resolved to be firm and his resolve weakens a little at the sight of his sister and her kind inquiries after Maggie. Mr. Tulliver sympathizes with his sister, since she has four daughters. Mrs. Moss replies meekly that she hopes her four sons will always look after her daughters as Mr. Tulliver has done for her and as Tom should do for Maggie. Mr. Moss comes in from the field, and Mr. Tulliver meets with him in the garden, demanding that Moss find a way to come up with the three hundred pounds. Mr. Tulliver leaves the Mosses but has a change of heart on his way out, provoked by the thought of Maggie being left with no one but Tom to look after her after Tulliver's own death. Mr. Tulliver rides back and relents. He comforts his sister and tells her to try to raise some of the money if she can.
8. How does Chapter 8 help us develop a more complete picture of Mr. Tulliver?
Like the other main characters of The Mill on the Floss, Mr. Tulliver is the victim of both his own character and the circumstances of his life. His personal pride and rashness causes his bankruptcy;
Against this background, Tulliver's action in calling in his money from Moss looks cruel; but the cruelty makes his change of mind all the more creditable.
In the conversation between Tulliver and Mrs. Moss, the references to brothers caring for sisters should be noted. These are brought to a point in Tulliver's fear that "if he were hard upon his sister, it might somehow tend to make Tom hard upon Maggie at some distant day . . . ."
The author makes good use of metaphor to make her characters believable. For example, the comparison of Mr. Tulliver's actions to snatching a single thread from a skein makes an apparently inconsistent course of events seem perfectly natural.
George Eliot sets a comparison between the relation between Mr. Tulliver and his sister, and Tom and his sister Maggie. 
Mr. Tulliver's sister says that Maggie looks like her. she has a lot of features like her. that she is a good girl. She speaks good of Maggie. Her wish that Tom will also be good to Maggie affects him even more strongly, for it reminds him that Mrs. Moss is his own sister.
On his way back home on his horse, Tulliver stops thinking of his sister's words as being good brother to her. He makes a comparison. 
Tulliver opens by observing how poorly Moss is caring for his wheat. Moss defends himself by saying that poor farmers have no money to spare for that, and this slight quarrel allows Tulliver to remind Moss of the money he has borrowed. He says he cannot leave the money out any longer, but must have it back. Moss says he will have to sell his place to do it. Tulliver tells him that he must do it any way he can, and leaves him. He refuses his sister's invitation to come in, and rides off with a curt good-by.
Tulliver has not ridden out of sight of the house before he stops his horse and sits thinking. He returns and finds that Mrs. Moss has been crying, and that her husband has gone back to the field. She offers to send for him, but Tulliver declines. He tells her that they may let the money go, and that he will send Maggie to see her. His sister gives tearful thanks, and sends with him a colored egg which she had prepared for Maggie. Tulliver rides home feeling that he has escaped a danger, and that somehow this will make Tom kinder to Maggie on some distant day.
He went back to his sister. His sister comes crying as she knows why he comes. He tells her to tell husband that he does not need the money any more. She thanks him a lot. He repeats his words" what a crazy world" he does not understand the world. 

Chapter IX - To Garum Firs
Tom, Maggie, Lucy, and Mrs. Tulliver prepare for a visit to the Pullets. The children are making card houses—Lucy and Tom are the most skillful. Maggie accidentally knocks Tom's house over, but Tom doesn't believe it was an accident. Tom remains cold to her, walking instead with Lucy to the Pullets'. Mrs. Tulliver and the children arrive at the Pullet's and go upstairs so that Mrs. Tulliver can admire Mrs. Pullet's new hat.
Back downstairs, Mr. Pullet plays his music box, and Maggie sits happily entranced. She hugs Tom, accidentally spilling his wine and is punished by the adults. While the children go outside to play, Mrs. Tulliver spends time convincing Mrs. Pullet to go to Mrs. Glegg and convince her not to call back her five hundred pounds from the Tullivers. Sally, the Pullets' servant, ushers in Lucy, covered with mud, and the women scream.
9. Earlier in the novel, Maggie is called a "Pythoness" and in Chapter 10 she is compared to the "Medusa." What is the significance of this allusion to Greek myth and how are these snake images symbolic?
Lucy and Maggie are continuously contrasted throughout the chapter. Lucy is neat, she is quiet, she is already successful with men (with Tom, now), and she is the good child who always does what she is desired to do. Maggie is an impetuous, imaginative creature whose soul is ravished by music, which cannot help but offend these straitlaced, self-important people.
Medusa= snake – it turns people to stone 
Pythoness= a kind of snake 
Maggie feels angry and jealous from Tom and Lucy. She spilled some juice on him and he is angry with her. Tom and Lucy went to the garden. He talks to Lucy ignoring Maggie on purpose. She is compared to Medusa= something very evil. 
She wanted to look at the water snake. Tom asked her to get away. with her Medusa face, she pushed Lucy in the mud as a revenge- although she loves Lucy. Lucy is victimized. 
Maggie is described as A Pythoness when she went down to welcome Tom when he comes back from school. She does not want her mother to see her. 
She is subtle  but when provoked  it hurts other. This is how Maggie is perceived by the author. She is a girl. She does not have the physical ability like TRom- but when emotionally attacked and hurt, she could change dramatically just like a snake. Eliot meant to emphasize the snake figure.




Chapter X
The gathering is startled by the appearance of Lucy, covered with mud from head to toe. Her condition is the result of the attention Tom has paid to her while he has slighted Maggie. To punish Maggie, Tom has offered to take Lucy to see the pike in the pond at the end of the garden, even though they were supposed to stay on the paths. When Maggie comes along, he tells her to get away. This is too much for Maggie, and she takes out her resentment by pushing "poor little pink-and-white Lucy into the cow-trodden mud."
Tom decides that "justice clearly demanded that Maggie should be visited with the utmost punishment," and he goes to tell on her. Lucy runs along with him. Tom takes her in the kitchen and tells the maid that Maggie pushed Lucy in the mud. The maid asks how they came to be near the mud. Tom realizes that he will be incriminated, and he walks quietly away.
While Lucy is being cleaned off, Mrs. Tulliver goes to speak to her children. She finds Tom and sends him to fetch Maggie. Maggie cannot be found, and Mrs. Tulliver is instantly certain the girl has drowned in the pond. But Tom suggests that she may have gone home, and they set out to look for her.

Chapter XI

Maggie has not gone home, but has decided to run away to the gypsies. She has often been told she is like a gypsy, and she expects they will be glad to have her and respect her for her knowledge. She meets two tramps in the lane, and one of them begs a sixpence from her. After that she crosses the fields to avoid meeting strangers. She does not know where she is, but hopes to come to a common where she expects to find the gypsies. While walking down a wide lane she comes upon a small camp. There is only one tent, with two women and several children. Maggie is happy enough with her friendly reception, but she wishes they "had not been so dirty." Maggie tells them she has come to live with them and teach them "a great many things," and the two women question her about her family and her home.
Maggie soon tires and demands her tea, but she is very dissatisfied with the dry bread and bacon she is offered. She begins to feel lonely, and this increases to terror when two men arrive. They talk to the two women about Maggie, and one of them examines the contents of her pocket and keeps her silver thimble. Then they fall to eating the stew which has been cooking over the fire. The women try to coax Maggie to eat, but she cannot. She says she had better go home and come again another day. She wants to go alone, but one of the men insists on taking her on his donkey. Her fear becomes less, however, when she sees a sign pointing to St. Ogg's. Just as they reach a crossroad she sees her father coming on his horse. He pays the gypsy for returning Maggie and takes her up with him. "Mr. Tulliver spoke his mind very strongly when he reached home that evening," and Maggie is never reproached for running away.
1. What is the significance of Maggie's encounter with the gypsies when she runs away?
Maggie is angry with Lucy and Tom. She decides to run away and to live with the gypsy. Tom told her that the gypsies are thieves. Although she is well-read, she is ignorant regarding gypsies. She thought that they live in a certain way. Out of her imagination, she believed that she can teach them. This incident shows her ignorance, lack of information of the gypsies. The whole act of punishing others is punishing the self. She wants to punish the whole family by disappearing, but she is actually punishing herself. 
Chapter XII
St. Ogg's is "one of those old, old towns which impress one as a continuation and outgrowth of nature." It is named for its patron saint, who was a boatman operating a ferry across the river Floss. It is said that one evening when the winds were high, a woman with a child wished to cross the river, but no one would take her. Ogg took pity on her and ferried her across. When she stepped ashore, "her rags were turned into robes of flowing white," and she blessed Ogg and his boat, so that when floods came he saved many lives. When he died, his boat parted its mooring and floated off to the sea, but ever after when the floods came, he could be seen at evening on the water with the Blessed Virgin in his boat.
11-Why does Chapter 12 begin with the legend of St. Ogg's?
           There are many legends about St.Ogg's. Eliot emphasized on one legend. A man had a boat. One day he saw a woman. She asked the man with the boat to take her to the other side. She was crying. He agreed to take her. As he dropped her, she told him that he will never drown in a flood. She is the image of Virgin Mary. Later he died, and the boat disappeared. Every time there is a flood, the people say that they see the boat passing.
This legend is mentioned  .
The story of Ogg -the boatman, and the author's comments on it, carry a main theme of the novel. Particularly to be noted are the words of the Virgin: "Thou art blessed in that thou didst not question and wrangle with the heart's need, but wast smitten with pity, and didst straight way relieve the same." Note  too the imagery, the symbolism of the boat floating downriver as the soul departs in death.
This particular description of St. Ogg's indirectly focuses on one of the main dichotomies of Eliot's novel—the traditional versus the changing
12. Why does Mrs. Glegg decide not to write Maggie and Tom out of her will when she receives Tulliver's letter?
Mrs. Glegg changes her mind by the end of the day and decides not to demand the money from Mr. Tulliver.
She decides s not to have any quarrel with Mr. Tulliver and not to prevent Tom and Maggie from inheriting her . she does so because they are her kin. It is the Dodson way. She is afraid of what the society will say about her- that the Dodson sister fought together over money. this will bring bad reputation to the Dodson family. Basically, she does not care about her sisters or her husband. She only cares about the reputation of the Dodson family amomng society. this is how the Victorian society worked. 
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