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Here, we have his second sonnet
Q- How far are they similar?

Speaking of the similarities, both are Italian sonnets.  Second, both are written by the same writer. Both are sonnet sequence. The subject matter of both is that of love, man-woman relationship. These are the similarities between the two.

Q- What are the differences between the two? 
They are different in a way. The first sonnet is completely of Italian mood. 
Q- What is an Italian mood?

It is about suffering and complaining, but the lover is still in love and he is still satisfied.  He enjoys this feeling of pain, being tortured, and neglected. All these feelings are to heat him up. The Italian mood is expressed in master-slave relationship. The lady, the beloved is the master. The lover is the slave. 
Q- how does the writer convey, communicate his feelings to us in the Italian mood? 

In the first sonnet, he conveys his feelings – his mood- his attitude to us through the images. He uses an extended image- a conceit. It starts very early in the poem and it enlarges till the end. We have the image of the battlefield- war- competing- struggle. He has camped, settled down in this field. This field happens to be his own life and his heart. He settled down and has captured his life.  He has been captured by the master. The second image is the image of the forest that is entangled, that is a good place for hiding. it is dangerous. These are the two controlling images. in this sonnet the speaker is satisfied, happy enjoying complaining. 

A RENOUNCING OF LOVE.
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AREWELL, Love, and all thy laws for
        ever ; 
   Thy baited hooks shall tangle me no more.
Seneca, and Plato, call me from thy lore,
To perfect wealth, my wit for to endeavour ;
In blind error when I did persever,
Thy sharp repulse, that pricketh aye so sore,
Taught me in trifles that I set no store ;
But scaped forth thence, since, liberty is lever1
Therefore, farewell ! go trouble younger hearts,
And in me claim no more authority :
With idle youth go use thy property,2
And thereon spend thy many brittle darts :
    For, hitherto though I have lost my time,
    Me list no longer rotten boughs to clime. 


    In the second sonnet, the speaker is rejecting his love. The speaker is in love but he is in control of his love. He enjoys this feeling- the importance of controlling his emotions, controlling his own life, the importance of searching for something better than love. 

Seneca and Plato are calling him to search for something good to do, to educate himself. 

       we come to the conclusion that this sonnet is completely of English mood- the lover is rejecting his love, searching for something good to do and never being satisfied of this slave-master relationship. He refuses to be a slave of this master.  He is speaking of his love as being nonsense. it is the business of young hearts. 

   He believes in love. He speaks of Cupid.  He knows that Cupid has hit his heart.  It is true that he is in love but he is not weak to submit his life to his master. He rejects and resists. He believes that he has something better than being satisfied, content, submitting his life to his love. 
   He conveys this mood through images.

He refers to a very nice metaphor before speaking about Cupid itself.

Thy baited hooks shall tangle me no more.

He has been entangled. He is like a fish, but this hook can not catch him. He won't be caught be this hook, he won’t be entangled. He is not trapped there. 

 Then he starts to assure that he is not going to fall in this relation. He speaks of educating himself. He thinks that he has a better vocation in his life. At the same time, he believes that cupid will try his heart. He is dismissing cupid. He asks him to go and trouble other hearts.      He is the master.

The main difference between the two sonnets is that in this sonnet, he is the master of his own life. He can control his life. 

In the first sonnet, he is the slave of his lady. 

He concludes this sonnet with a very important image 

For, hitherto though I have lost my time,
    Me list no longer rotten boughs to clime.
He says that although he has lost all his time in nonsense- this feeling of love, it is the right time to have a decision. His decision is not to climb this rotten bough- tree- that is love. 
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In this sonnet, we have the image of a tree that won't be climbed. In the first sonnet, we have the image of the forest.

The image of trees, entanglement is there in both sonnets. But the using of these two images is different. In the first sonnet, he is running to the forest and hiding in it. In this sonnet, he says that he will never climb this tree. It shows his resistance. 

In both poems, there is the image of the trees. But in the first one, he is escaping to this tree. in the second one, he is escaping from this tree. He is describing it as rotten. He believes that it is better not to climb this tree and to make himself busy with education. He knows that he may fall under the influence of love. He appreciates the power of love to change his life. He thinks that it is a negative influence, negative change. 

At that time, under the general thematic line of all the poems, he knows that this type of relationship during this age was a waste of time. The lover is always neglected, suffering, entangled in the problems of a lover's life. 
Q- Write short note on one of the images in the first sonnet?

Q- How far- Farwell love is an Italian sonnet with an English mood?


Q- What is a sonnet sequence?
Q- When did it start?

Q-Is it a new- 16th century genre? 
Q- Is it the invention of Sydney himself? 

Q- What is Sydney real contribution to sonnet sequence? 

 You need to know about his character as a human being; his education, his position.

· Read the introduction of Sydney in your book

The sonnet sequence is his most outstanding result of Sydney socially and literary. 

Socially speaking, he had a good position in the society. He is a soldier, a courtier. He is well-educated, a noble man. He has a good relation with the queen.  He died very early in his life.  When he died, all England was sad for his death because he was well-known. He died in the battle field, after sacrificing his own life to his colleagues. He refused to drink a glass of water and he passed it to his next colleague and he died without taking one drop of water. This was taken by the English people at that time as being bravery as being noble action. He was loyal to the queen. . He is important not only because he wrote sonnet sequence but because his contribution to literature.

He is not the inventor of the sonnet sequence. He has his own contribution. 

Q- What is a sonnet sequence? is it an English genre- is it new or old- is it invented by Sydney? 

 it is an old form. it was used almost by all the English writers . It is a classical form- writing in sequence- it was used first by Italian and their imitators the French writers.  It was copied by the English writers. one of them is Philip Sydney. 
Sydney in his sonnet" Astrophil and Stella" he claims that he is going to write something that is not have been written before- that he is going to write something new. But it is just an imitation of others. Even this claiming is an imitation of others. He has put his own spirit in his sonnet sequence. he has his own contribution particularly in" Astrophil and Stella" this is his ability to prop the mind of his own character- the lover- Astrophil.  He dramatizes it. It is as if we have a monologue in the mind of the lover. 
His own contribution is to prop and to dramatize his characters- mainly Astrophil. We know his feelings , the images he uses, the way he is looking at Stella -as if we are reading a piece of drama. 

There are sonnets that are describing Stella's position, her way of thinking, her mind, her heart. 

Sonnet sequence has been written many times before Sydney. What is has never been done is his own way of propping and dramatizing his own characters. 

Astrophil and Stella" is a sonnet sequence- it is built on the love relationship between Astrophil and Stella- they are Latin  

Astrophil is a star lover

Stella is a star

"Astrophil and Stella" is the star and star lover. 

She is away, unreachable, shinning , glittering, attractive  He is suffering, trying to reach her. 

The mood is not Italian. 

There is a relation between man and nature. 

Star is nature- honest, clear. 

To give the English mood, Sydney makes Stella not loyal. 

He is in lover with this star, but this star as being shinning, attractive is being married some one else.

Sydney uses puns in the sonnet= playing with words.

Stella is in love with him. He expresses his love to her, but this lady is married by some one else. This man's name is Mr. Rich. She does not evaluate his love. She is not loyal enough. She believes that she deserves something better than him so she is married to someone else. 

Sydney plays on the word Rich- it is the name of her husband. It also means that he is being wealthy. She prefers money to him. Her husband is rich in money, but not rich in conduct or personality. She is married to this man to be rich, but in fact she is poor. She is a materialistic lady. She prefers money. 

            He starts by writing his own intention as a writer, a poet and a lover. he says that he is writing something for this lady to make her emotions moved, to move her emotions, not to bring her back to him, but to torture her as a revenge. He will write something very good so that she will read. When she reads, she will be moved. when she moves, she will feel pain, ill suffer. 

    Before he writes, he will read other writers of poetry that he can find images, lines, metaphors that he can borrow and put in his poetry to strengthen it, to write influential lines.

     At the beginning, he wants to write this because he is under the heat of love. His head is like a sunburned land. There is nothing. There is no flower to grow. He has no idea. This is one of the most important images in the first sonnets.
He will read other poems, borrow from it to create a good poem. Then he came to the conclusion that he has to write his own feelings. Borrowing from others is not a good decision. He has to say his own words, uses his own heart to write his own life.
He plays with this. He is maneuvering with certain images. He gives a clear image of his own task as a lover writing poetry.

· Read your Anthology- a paragraph about  "Astrophil Stella "

It is the first good sonnet cycle- sequence. It is considered to be one of the best. 

It deals with a love story. It deals  with trite  feelings. it starts with the beauty of the lady, being attracted to the beauty of the lady, falling in love and being tortured. There is nothing new.

He saw the lady. It happens that she is, like a star- well known- beautiful- highly educated- wealthy- he falls no love. he is tortured, there is no resolution. this theme is being repeated in all the sonnet sequence.

What directs our own attention to the poem whether it is Italian or English is the resolution. The Italian resolution is to stat content , satisfied and do nothing, escaping to the beloved. In the English resolution, the lover rejects and chooses something better to do- escaping from the beloved. 

· we are going to study sonnet 1, 5 and 31

· Read sonnets 37 and 39

In sonnet number 1, we have an exposition. He is speaking of his own task as a poet, a lover writing poetry. 

Sonnet 5 is speaking about the beauty of the lady- human beauty in general, comparing between spiritual beauty and physical beauty. 

It is very interesting and new. 

1 

Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show, 

That she (dear She) might take some pleasure of my pain: 

Pleasure might cause her read, reading might make her know, 

Knowledge might pity win, and pity grace obtain; 

He is truly in love. He is going to show his love in verse. It is vain and useless love.

The opening line is speaking about his own task as a poet. He is telling the reader what he is going to do. He will continue giving his plan why is he writing about his love? Because she might take some pleasure in his pain. 

He is moving logically. Pleasure will make her read more. as she reads, she will know how much he is in pain . He still wants to gain her pity, to move her towards him- it is not 100% English mood. he is swinging in between the English and the Italian mood.  

  I sought fit words to paint the blackest face of woe, 

Studying inventions fine, her wits to entertain: 

He is seeking for fits words to show the blackest face of woo, the worst image of sadness. He is looking for suitable words to paint this image. Part of his task as a poet is to convey the meaning to the readers, to picture images.

when he draws the image, he will choose the best, the most beautiful, the most influential words to draw the blackest- saddest image , to show the image of his feelings as being sad. 

He went back to all the inventions in literature trying to find something to please her, to get mental entertainment. 

She is not stupid. she has a wit. when she reads, she will be pleased because his writing will entertain her own wit mind. she is intelligent enough to understand it. 
Oft turning others' leaves, to see if thence would flow 

Some fresh and fruitful showers upon my sun-burn'd brain. 

leaves=  pages of books 
He is turning other books, searching for words. he is reading books with same subject matters, same feelings- to find in the olds classical books showers of words that will hit his own head . He draws the image of his head as being empty and dry land. He needs some shower. This shower is other's writing. This shower will fall on his own land, his own brain. 
fresh= new 
although he told the reader that he is going to write something new, moving,  he admits that he can not because his brain in sunburned. it is burned by the heat of his sun. The heat of this star burnt his head. it is empty like a desert.  He is likening his own head to a desert that is empty, dry and not fruitful. To fertilize this empty land is through reading other writings. 
But words came halting forth, wanting Invention's stay, 

Invention, Nature's child, fled step-dame Study's blows, 

And others' feet still seem'd but strangers in my way. 

He found words but they do not come as fresh as he wanted them. They are not ready to help him ads he expected them because they are others' words. They are not fresh, not his own words. They do not belong to him. 
There is nothing like natural, real, his own feelings. They are like the steps of others. The words, expressions he found in other books are good but he can not use them because they are not identical of his own feelings, they are not his. They are others' steps, others' feet, not his, do not belong to him, they look strange to him. They are not familiar to his own feelings. 

Thus, great with child to speak, and helpless in my throes, 

Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite-- 

"Fool," said my Muse to me, "look in thy heart and write."    

 It is good for him to speak his own natural words. It is difficult for him to follow other's words because he has his own words. He is biting his own truant pen- using his own skills.

Muse- god of poetry

He is trying to find words . He is blaming his pen not to helping him.  His Muse tells him that he is fool because he is trying to imitate others. The only way to please her, to make her read, to move her heart, to entertain her mind is to write his own feelings.  
Q- How far this image is closely related to the main theme of the whole poem? 


Q- What is the relation between these two poems and the first sonnet? 


Q- How far this image creates a line that joins the two poems- that create a comparison between the two sonnets?   
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