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When we study the Faerie Queene, we study generally, trying to understand the whole poem. We can not read it as it is a very long poem. 

Book I-

HANDOUT- page 15

Synopsis= summary of book I  
In each book, we have a different knight فارسthat stands for a different virtueفضيلة.  All the adventuresمغامرات in all the books started from the palace o Queen Gloriana, who is supposed to be Queen Elizabeth.
Each book has a separate منفصلsubject, separate hero.

He planned to write 12 books but he wrote only 6 and little fragments of the 7th book. 

the epic presented the following virtues:

· Book I: Holiness 

· Book II: Temperance 

· Book III: Chastity 

· Book IV: Friendship 

· Book V: Justice 

· Book VI: Courtesy 

Q- What is the theme that connects all the books together? 
The first thing that connects all the books together is that all the adventures start from the palace of Queen Gloriana. The Fairy Queen unities the whole books together. She symbolizes Queen Elizabeth, the queen of England at that time and she symbolizes Queen Gloriana . she asks the knights to makes these adventures. 
Second, we have King Arthur- the hero of the heroes. He is the one who has all the virtues together. He is a magnificent رائعman. He secures the adventures of all the knights. He always appears to save them. 

The hero of the first book is the RED Cross Knight, representative of Holinessالقداسة. He has been commissioned- sent in a mission يرسل في مهمةby Gloriana – queen of Fairy land to accompanyيصطحب Una to the kingdom of her parents and deliver يخلصthem from the dragon that is scourging يسطو علىtheir land. 

The Red Cross goes in a quest. The whole journey is a sort of a questبحث- تنقيب to accompany Una to her parents, to secure her, to end the curse, destroy the dragon that is occupying يحتلthe land and imprisoningيسجن her parents. He is going to face many obstacles عقباتthat will hinder تعيقhis success. 
These are fairy tales. It is full of suspense. The charters have magical features. 
Reading – Handout ……………… 
With the help of Una, he succeeded in defeating يهزمthe monster Error. 

At a certain spot, he will lose his trust in Una under the influence of the magician ساحرArchimago.  He makes him believe that she is not human, He desertsترك- left her. The witch Duessa appears in the guise of a beautiful innocent damsel. The Red Cross is seducedيخدع, deliberated and cast into وضعa dungeonزنزانة. 
Una was protected by a lion. A rustic knight tells Una of the plightازمة of Red Cross. Here, we have the interference of the hero of the heroes. Whenever the knight who is a representative of a virtue is in a problem, the hero of the heroes appears to secure يؤمنhim. They met Prince Arthur and asked his help to rescue ينقذthe Red Cross. Arthur storms the castleالقلعة. He slaughtered ذبحthe giant and relieved خلصthe Red Cross Knight. He punished the witchالساحرة. 

The Red Cross resumes his mission with Una- continues the journey. He falls victim ضحيةto the villainشرير Despair اليأسbecause of his wearinessقلق and sense of guilt. Una conducts يوصلhim to the House of Hope where he is stored to health and finds spiritual regeneration. Finally, he engages the monstrous dragonتنين in a three-day battle. Red Cross is victoriousمنتصر. He releases the kingdom from its scourge مغتصب الأرضand he is betrothed خطبto Una. 
It is revealedيصرح به late in the narrative that the name of the hero is George. He is recognized as St. George the patron الراعيsaintقديس of England. 
Each book contains 12 cantos of approximately تقريبا9 lines stanzas.
Writing on the board:  
The subject- topic of the poem:
*** The Faerie Queene can be read as the retelling of the story of the legendary tale of King Arthur. It is at the same time the story of the triumph of the Church of England over her enemies [because of the historical disputeنزاع- صراع of the two churches in England; the protestant and the catholic. At this period, when Queen Elizabeth became the queen of England, the official الرسمىchurch was the protestant one. This meant the success of the virtuous English church – that is the protestant]  
The enemies of the Church of England are presented as fairy tales creatures. They are harmful, using magic; they are witches, giants, dragons. These are the enemies of the Protestant Church. 

These stories are the moral allegory in which we have specific moral virtues. Each character represents a moral virtue. For example Arthur stands for magnificence. He is the Magnificent. 

Finally, the poem is the celebration of the glory of Queen Elizabeth- the Queen of England. 

Symbolic Characters in the first book: 

The characters introduce or referred to are:
1. a knight  called  Red Cross Knight – he stands for Holiness 

2.  Arthur- the Magnificent- he stands for Magnificence 
3. The Queen of the Fairy Land- her virtue is glory. That is why they call her Gloriana. She represents glory. she is supposed to symbolize Queen Elizabeth I 

4. Una represents – stands for the true Church of England. 
When Red Cross Knight abandoned- left her – refers to the people when they left the Protestant church- later on when they came back to it- finally it- Una or the church-  achieves her victory . 

When Red Cross Knight is seduced يضلby the witch, it was Una who gave him the direction. She helped him in the difficult time. It represents the religious, spiritual side of the church that is supposed to help the people.

When Red Cross Knight is sick with Despair, it was Una who took him to the house of Hope. It represents the psychological النفسيside of people. When people are full of despair, they are supposedمن المفترضto get help from the church. It was Una who gave Red Cross this spiritual help. She was the person who took him to the house of Hope when he is cured. So Una symbolizes the Protestant church. 

5. For each lady there are needs. There are positive needs and negative needs. One of the needs of Una was to know about what happened to the Red Cross Knight. The dwarf fulfilled يحققher need . Knowing is one of the human needs. 
6. Una, the personification of the "True Church". She travels with the Redcrosse Knight (who represents England), whom she has recruited to save her parents' castle from a dragon. She also defeats Duessa, who represents the "false" (Catholic) church and the person of Mary, Queen of Scots, in a trial reminiscent of that which ended in Mary's beheading. Una is also representative of Truth. 

7. The dwarf's role in the poem is to signifies يوضح أهمية the giants generally.

8.   Usually Una is accompanied by a white small lamb. The presence وجودof the lamb together with Una symbolizesيرمز إلى her purityالنقاء. 
Spenserian stanza:
The Spenserian stanza is a fixed verse form invented by Edmund Spenser for his epic poem The Faerie Queene. Each stanza contains nine lines in total: eight lines in iambic pentameter followed by a single 'Alexandrine' line in iambic hexameter. The rhyme scheme of these lines is "ababbcbcc."

Spenser had been influenced by the Italian poets. But he wrote his own stanza. 
Inside England, Since Chaucer- 11th century till 16th century, they were using 7 lines stanza- it is called the –Rhyme - Rime Royal stanza.  

In Europe, poets wrote 8 lines stanza written in iambic pentameter those poets include the Italian poets who influenced Spenser. 

Spenserian stanza is the inventionاختراع of Spenser is longer and more complex. One of the features صفاتthat distinguish the Spenserian stanza is the last long line. It has more stresses on it. 
Spenserian stanza consists of 9 lines- first 8 lines are iambic pentameter.  The last line is a long complicated معقدline. It is of Alexandrine in   iambic hexameter 
The whole book has the same rhyme scheme. It is marvelous   that this book is consistent- it is consistence. 

The rhyme scheme is  abab bcbcc


In the 16th century, when a poet wanted to start his poem, he called the Muse- god of poetry asking him for inspirationالإلهام. He wanted the Muse to inspire يلهمhim with the beginning of the poem. 

1st stanza: 

LO I the man, whose Muse whilome did maske,
    As time her taught, in lowly Shepheards weeds,
    Am now enforst a far vnfitter taske,
    For trumpets sterne to chaunge mine Oaten reeds,
    And sing of Knights and Ladies gentle deeds;
    Whose prayses hauing slept in silence long,
    Me, all too meane, the sacred Muse areeds
    To blazon broad emongst her learned throng:
Fierce warres and faithfull loues shall moralize my song. 

Here, Spenser is addressing the readers. He said that he had been used to write to humble simple minds, but now he is asking the muse to help him because he is speaking about great noble ladies. He is asking the muse to help him to write about noble gentlemen and great ladies. He does not want to write humble بسيط- متواضعlines anymore. He wants to celebrate the deeds of the heroes. He wants the muse to inspire يلهم him , tell him with songs of – about these great men and women. 
The first line is from Virgil. 
 For trumpets sterne to chaunge mine Oaten reeds, 

   It symbolizes heroic poetry     
Oaten reeds= the shepherds
He wants to sing musical songs- from the shepherds 
    And sing of Knights and Ladies gentle deeds
gentle= noble 

This is the subject of the first stanza. He is asking the muse to help him of knights and ladies, the noble deeds of knights and ladies 

2nd stanza: 

Helpe then, ™ holy Virgin chiefe of nine,
    Thy weaker Nouice to performe thy will,
    Lay forth out of thine euerlasting scryne
    The antique rolles, which there lye hidden still,
    Of Faerie knights and fairest Tanaquill,
    Whom that most noble Briton Prince so long
    Sought through the world, and suffered so much ill,
That I must rue his vndeserued wrong:
O helpe thou my weake wit, and sharpen my dull tong.

He is asking Queen Mary= the holy Virgin – for help . He demands the help of holy Virgil. He wants to write a great poem. 
O helpe thou my weake wit, and sharpen my dull tong.

He asks for help to sharpen his tongue. 
in this stanza, we have some characters Of Faerie knights and fairest Tanaquill. 

The fairest Tanaquill of the fairy knights is Gloriana. He is addressing Gloriana. He is introducing Gloriana as the fairest fairy. 

Whom that most noble Briton Prince so long
Briton= England 

Briton Prince= a native person. He is the native of the land. He refers to Prince Arthur. 

What is the mission of Prince Arthur? 

Sought through the world, and suffered so much ill,

That I must rue his vndeserued wrong

the prince suffered from the weakness and the trouble of people around him.  The quest of Briton Prince- Prince Arthur is  to seek through the world and to suffer from the illness around him, from the troubles that surround him. 

Una and Red Cross Knight met Error- the monster. The Red Cross defeated him. 

Stanza 8 is about the battle between Red Cross Knight and the monster Error how he defeated him. How Una told him about the weakness of the monster and participated يساهمin his victory. 
Much daunted with that dint, her sence was dazd,
    Yet kindling rage, her selfe she gathered round,
    And all attonce her beastly body raizd
    With doubled forces high aboue the ground:
    Tho wrapping vp her wrethed sterne arownd,
    Lept fierce vpon his shield, and her huge traine
    All suddenly about his body wound,
    That hand or foot to stirre he stroue in vaine:
God helpe the man so wrapt in Errours endlesse traine.

This is the attack of the monster. The monster is attacking the Red Cross Knight. The monster jumped.
wound= turned around .

He is using his tail to squeeze the knight. The monster was stronger than him. The knight was wrappedيلف, surrounded completely.

The monster enveloped يحيط بthe Red Cross Knight with his tail and squeezedيعصر him. 

His Lady sad to see his sore constraint,
    Cride out, Now now Sir knight, shew what ye bee,
    Add faith onto your force, and be not faint:
    Strangle her, else she sure will strangle thee.
    That when he heard, in great perplexitie,
    His gall did grate for griefe and high disdaine,
    And knitting all his force got one hand free,
    Wherewith he grypt her gorge with so great paine,
That soone to loose her wicked bands did her constraine.
Una is sad to see his bad situation. She is sad to see that the Knight is in a bad situation. She shouted. She is encouraging يشجعthe Knight to fight back.
    Cride out, Now now Sir knight, shew what ye bee,
She tells him that he is courageous but he lacks faith ينقصه الايمانin his ability. Una symbolizes the Protestant Church. She is telling the knight that he is powerful. She tells him that this is the moment to show who he is. 

     Add faith onto your force, and be not faint:
Strangle her, else she sure will strangle thee.
She wants to fight him back. 

in great perplexitie= when he is entangled متشابك
disdaine= work 
he fought back and released himself. 

Una urges the Red Cross Knight to strangle = squeezeيعصر the monster. Una's counsel = advice نصيحةof strength for the Red Cross Knight to have faith and to belief in himself.     Add faith onto your force, and be not faint: she said to him that strengthشجاعة, courage and good intentionنية طيبة are not enough. He should add faith إيمانto his power and believe in what he is. Una symbolizes the protestant church. The encounterالمواجهة with the monster suggests the constant problems facing man who aspireيطمح إلى to rightness الصوابbut lacks ينقصه experience . 
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