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ENTER MOSCA.

     MOS: I fear, I shall begin to grow in love

     With my dear self, and my most prosperous parts,

     They do so spring and burgeon; I can feel

     A whimsy in my blood: I know not how,

     Success hath made me wanton. I could skip

     Out of my skin, now, like a subtle snake,

     I am so limber. O! your parasite

     Is a most precious thing, dropt from above,

     Not bred 'mongst clods, and clodpoles, here on earth.

     I muse, the mystery was not made a science,

     It is so liberally profest! almost

     All the wise world is little else, in nature,

     But parasites, or sub-parasites.—And yet,

     I mean not those that have your bare town-art,

     To know who's fit to feed them; have no house,

     No family, no care, and therefore mould

     Tales for men's ears, to bait that sense; or get

     Kitchen-invention, and some stale receipts

     To please the belly, and the groin; nor those,

     With their court dog-tricks, that can fawn and fleer,

     Make their revenue out of legs and faces,

     Echo my lord, and lick away a moth:

     But your fine elegant rascal, that can rise,

     And stoop, almost together, like an arrow;

     Shoot through the air as nimbly as a star;

     Turn short as doth a swallow; and be here,

     And there, and here, and yonder, all at once;

     Present to any humour, all occasion;

     And change a visor, swifter than a thought!

     This is the creature had the art born with him;

     Toils not to learn it, but doth practise it

     Out of most excellent nature: and such sparks

     Are the true parasites, others but their zanis.

It is totally a soliloquy said by Mosca. In this soliloquy Mosca is proudفخور of himself. He commits ارتكبone of the seven deadly sins الخطايا السبعwith is prideغرور. 
Ben Jonson is a catholic. The seven deadly sins are there in Catholicism only. They are not found in Protestantism. 

This is a reflection on Ben Jonson's affiliation ولاءto Catholicism. This is a proof دليلthat Ben Jonson was Catholic at that time. 
Mosca is proud of his ability- his excellent talent موهبةin convincingيقنع people to do what he wants. He got an over self confidence when he convinces Corvino to take Celia his wife to Volpone to sleep with him. 
No one can convince a man to take his wife to another man, but Mosca did. This is why he is so proud of himself. What he wants and thinks in, he can do. He can influence anybody. 

SCENE II
[ENTER BONARIO.]

Bonario= good nature   
Only Bonario and Celia are good characters. All the other characters are villainsاندال. 
Bonario goes to Volpone's house. He knows that his father will disinheritيحرم من الميراث him and write Volpone in his will. He goes to talk to Volpone.  
Mosca tells Bonario to hide in Volpone's bed room to hear the conversation between his father and Volpone. Mosca expects Corbaccio – Bonario's father to arrive. Mosca is evil. He wants to ruin يدمرthe relationship between the father and the son. He wants the son to kill the father. 
Corbaccio is late. Mosca's plot is threatenedيهدد because Lady – Would - be enters. She comes with her attendants خدمwho help her to arrange her dress. She brings a hand made cap for Mosca. She flirts يغازلwith Volpone and she wants to sleep with him. 
Lady- Would- Be commits lust. Lust is one of the seven deadly sins. She keeps on telling Volpone that he reminds يذكرher with her lover. Although she is married to Sir-Would- Be. She is disagreeableغير مقبول. She is talkativeرغاية. She talks a lot. Volpone tells her that Plato said that" the best grace of women is silence" This is classical allusion. (It should be written in answering a question about the technique) 

Ben Jonson was a classic. 
Volpone begs Mosca to let her go. He can not stand Lady Politics - Would- Be. Mosca comes and tells her that she has to go and see her husband with his courtesanعاهرة= common prostitute in a gondola. He tells her that she should go and catch him red handedمتلبس.   She is betraying يخونher husband and does not want her husband to betray her. 
Ben Jonson is satirizing ينتقدboth of them- Lady and Sir Politics- Would- be. 

She took   Nano, Androgyno, and Castrone to catch her husband .  Volpone gets rid of her. 
Bonario is hiding waiting for the conversation between Corbaccio and Volpone in Volpone's bed room. Corbaccio is still late. Celia and Corvino enter. Mosca knows that Corvino is going to make Celia sleep with Volpone. He does not want Bonario to hear and see that. Mosca went to Bonario and told him to go and wait in the gallery بلكونةbecause his father will be late. He asks him to go to the gallery until his father arrives.  Bonario does not do what Mosca told him. He stayed where he is. He felt that Mosca is playing a game. He stays in the same place. He told Mosca that he will go but he did not go. 

Corvino tells Celia that he will not be jealous غيورof her anymore. He wants her to sleep with Volpone. She gets shock and she refuses. She wonders how Corvino wants to dishonor يسئ إلى سمعةhimself. She is really surprised but Corvino wants to convince her that she has to prove to become an obedient مطيعwife. Celia says that she can not sinخطيئة. He tells her that this is not a sin at all because Volpone is old and dying. This is a work of charityعمل خير. Then Celia decided not to do that. She said that she could not. Corvino takes Celia to Volpone's bed room and he left her. Then Volpone started to wooيغازل Celia- started to beg her to submitيخضع herself to him. He tells her that her husband is unworthyلا يستحق; he does not deserve to care about his honor. He tries to convince her to sleep with him. He tells her that he plays a comedy for her sake- that he made a stage under her window to play the role in a comedy. 
This technique is called the Metatheatrical technique- talking about stage- play- comedy. 
While Volpone was courting- wooing يغازلCelia, he tells her that her husband disguised متخفيas Scotto he made a stage under her window and played a comedy for her own sake. He tells her that she should replaceيبدل her based husband to a worthy lover. He tells her that he will make her a queen by his fortune as he is very rich. He mentions classical lovers. He compares her and him to two classical lovers.

This is a classical allusion- he mentions two classical lovers- Jove and ….. Mars and Venues. 
Then he gives her a love song. However, this does not do with Celia. 

The play is full of songs because it is a comedy.

After singing to Celia, Celia tells Volpone that it does not work with her. She does not accept his love. He tells him that he has either to let her escape or kill her but she can not sleep with him because she is chasteعفيف. 

After failing يفشلto convince Celia to sleep to him, Volpone starts to force her to sleep in his bed. This moment Bonario shows up and he saves Celia. He tells Volpone that he will not stain his hand with his blood but he will call the police. 

This can be called a Discovery Scene. 

Bonario tells Celia that he is going to guard her to take her out of this house safelyبأمان. While going out, Mosca tries to stop them. Bonario wounded Mosca and took Celia out. Mosca is scared to death because he believes that the police will come and take them. Mosca goes to Volpone and tells him to commit suicideينتحر- like the Romans- they used to kill themselves before being defeated and killed by the enemies. 
In scene 9
Corbaccio arrives very late. He finds Mosca woundedمجروح. Mosca tells Corbaccio that his son came and wanted to kill his father- still he is ruiningيفسد the relation between the father and the son- So; Corbaccio became very angry with his son. 
Voltore the lawyer entered unseen and hide in some place. He heard the conversation between Corbaccio and Mosca assuring يؤكدhim that he will be the heirوريث of Volpone. So Voltore gets very angry. When Corbaccio left, he got out and caught Mosca and told him that he is a liarكاذب and that he was going to fight with him. Mosca can influence and laughs at anybody. He is devilishشيطاني. He laughs at Voltore again.  Mosca fools him again by telling him that he did this for Volpone's good.  Mosca says that he is hitting two birds with one stone. First, Mosca usurps يستولى علىCorbaccio's fortune to be added to Volpone's fortune. Second, he will make Bonario kill his father. After that Voltore will become Volpone's heir and win both fortunes. Corbaccio is going to write a will that Volpone will be his heir. 
At the end of the act, Mosca tells Voltore that Bonario forces him to swear يقسمthat Volpone had raped Celia and that he is innocentبرئ. 
Voltore is a lawyer. Bonario has threatened يهددMosca that he will call the police. Mosca wants to guaranteeيضمن that Voltore will help them. So, Mosca tells Voltore that Bonario is an evil person. He tries to convince him that Celia is a prostitute. Voltore will believe Mosca. 

ACT IV
Sir Politick Would-Be is talking to Peregrine. They are talking together. They mention that the Europeans were scared of the plagueوباء- طاعون that comes from the Levant الهلال الخصيب  
There was a plague in that area. The Europeans were afraid that this plague would come to them.  This is historically true. Ben Jonson is referring to a historical fact in the play (this is related to the technique).  
Sir Politick-Would- Be said that he spent a lot of money on buying onionsبصل and eating onion to protect himself from the plague. It really happened. This tells us about the Jacobean England.  

While they were talking together, Lady Politick Would- BE arrived with her attendants. She went to her husband standing with a man. 

He introduces his wife to his friend as being elegant. Then she starts to talk. The man is shocked because he finds a vulgar lady. She started to accuse her husband of betraying her. She thinks that Peregrine is a prostitute disguised in men's wear. She started to call him a base fricatrice man , Sporus, hermaphrodite, a female devil in a male outside. a lewd harlot. She is talking to him as if he is a female. Peregrine is shocked, insulted. Sir Politick Would - Be is not defending him. He cares about himself, to defend himself. He does not care about Peregrine. Peregrine seems to be reasonableعاقل. He does not like the odd Sir Politick Would- Be . Later on, he will take revenge.

SCENE III 

Mosca comes. he tells lady- Would- Be to stop watching what he is doing because he is not the one whose his husband was with as he was caught by the police men. He asked her to come with him to the court to say that the one who is in the court was the one who was with his husband. She believes Mosca and goes with him to the court. Before going with Mosca, she apologizes يعتذرfor Peregrine. She tells him that he can use her in Italy- can sleep with her any time in Italy. She is offering herself. She is disgustingمقزز. He leaves her and does not want to speak to her. She commits lust which is one of the seven deadly sins. 
In the court, Mosca looks like a devil. He keeps on flying between all the dupes. Promising يوعدand assuring يؤكدevery dupe that he will be the heir of Volpone. 

Voltore- the lawyer believes Mosca, although the lawyer is defending the dupesالأنذال. He accuses Celia of having an affair with Bonario. He defends Corvino saying that Corvino is an innocent man and his wife is betraying يخونhim with Bonario. He also says that Bonario knows many prostitutes.  This is the reason why his father has disinherited him. 

To confirm his words to the judge, Mosca says that he has seen Celia going with Sir Politick-Would- Be in a gondola. Lady Would- Be- came and assures to the court that Celia is having an affair with her husband. She calls Celia a Hyeanaزوجة الضبع - every body is against Celia and Bonario. 

This shows that there is corruption in the court in the Jacobean period. The innocent people are being shown to be convict مذنب= they are set to be guilty. Bonario is the one who called the police but he is the one who is put in jail زنزانةwith Celia. Both of them are innocent. The judges decide to see Volpone.  They said that Volpone should come to court. This is because Bonario and Celia are saying another story that Volpone tried to rapeيغتصب Celia and Bonario saved her. Volpone came to court making himself very old, put ointmentمرهم into his eyes. He is pretending to be very old and very sick. When the judges see him carried to the court, they sympathize with him. They believe that he could not rape any woman.  
Mosca tells Lady- Would- Be that he will tell Volpone to make her his heiressوريثة because she helped him in the court. 

ACT V 
It is the concluding act of the play. It has the resolution. All the villains will be punished. 

 Ben Jonson as a Catholic, he creates poetic justice عدالة الهيةat the end= the evils will be punished and the evil will be rewarded. This feature is found in the 16th century and in the Jacobean drama.  

In the classical literature, there is no poetic justice.

This is related to the technique.

SCENE II 
Volpone is proud of Mosca for deceiving the judges at the court. Mosca and Volpone reached the utmostأقصى evil.  He could deceive the court and convince them that the innocent people are convicts. Volpone decides to shock all the dupes and he wants to enjoy watching their frustration and their suffering. Volpone writes in his will that Mosca is his heir. He ordered ……. and Nano to go in the city to spread that Volpone has died.  He told Mosca to wear the black robe and wait for the dupes to come. Volpone hid behind the screen and he wants to enjoy watching the dupes and enjoy seeing them shocked. 
All the dupes arrived to meet Mosca. Volpone told Mosca to torture- torment them. When they came, he told them that Volpone has made him the heir in his willوصية. All of them got shocked, frustrated,محبط they are suffering. Mosca keeps on telling them their own vicesعيوب. He pretends to be a judge. He tells them that they have committed greed- that is one of the seven deadly sins.  He tells Lady- Would- Be that she sells herself. He tells Corvino that he sells his wife for money. He tells Corbaccio that he sells his son. He tells Voltore that he sells his conscience ضميرas a lawyer. Everyone sells something for the sake of money. 
Then there is a scene when Peregrine takes revenge. He disguises as a merchant تاجرand hires يستأجرthree other merchants and asks them to wait outside. He goes to Sir Politick- Would- Be's house. When he enters, Sir Would- Be does not know him. Peregrine tells him that the traveler he met in the street is hired to spy يتجسسon him. He says that this spy told the Italian authority السلطةthat Sir- Would- Be plots to sell the state of Venice to the Turks. Sir Politicks got scared خائفto death. At this time, he made the three merchants to knock on the door saying that they need him. He hurried and ordered the maids خدمto burn his papers. Then the three merchants entered. Sir Politicks hid under a turtle's سلحفاةshellصدفة. Peregrine tells them he is a merchant and he comes to buy this turtle. He is mockingيسخر, taking revenge fromينتقم him. The men pull of the shell and discovered Sir Politicks. He got very scared. At this moment, Peregrine took off his disguise تخفىand laughed at Sir Politicks as he played the tortoise. Then he left. This is how he took revenge from him. 

SCENE V 
Volpone decides to go and see what happens in the court. He goes in disguise. In this scene, we will realize that Mosca has changed. He is the heir of Volpone. It is for his own favor that Volpone dies, to take his fortune. 
Because of depressing يحبطthe dupes, because Voltore got desperateمحبط, he decided to say the truth. He goes to the judges, gives them papers to read and find out the truth. He wants to relieveيريح his conscienceضمير. Volpone got scaredخائف and he escaped from the court. 


ACT V 
Voltore wrote a paper to the judges telling them about everything. He says that he wants to relieve his conscience. Volpone got scared and he escaped. Volpone went home. He found Nano and …… outside. They say that Mosca has locked the door of Volpone's house. Mosca started to betray Volpone.  Mosca wants Volpone to die to inherit his fortune. Volpone does not realize that Mosca has betrayed him. He told Nano to seen Mosca to the court to tell him that Volpone is waiting for him in the court. Volpone disguised himself as an officer and he went to the court. While going to the court, Volpone kept thinking on what happened. He believed that because he had provoked استثارVoltore the lawyer- he turned against him and he turned the table on both of them. He realized that he had made a mistake. He remembered when he teased everyone. He made all the dupes regret what they had done. The only one who gets an action against him is Voltore. He has revenged for everyone. He told the court that Volpone and Mosca are impostures. Mosca's testimony was that Celia and Bonario have an affair and they will realize that they are innocent. So, Volpone decides to make up for what he has done.  Volpone goes to Voltore the lawyer. He tells him in an aside that Mosca has sent him to tell that Volpone is alive and he will write him in his will. Voltore is witty. Volpone uncovers his disguise to Voltore. He realizes that he is a liar. This shows that he has no conscience. He is greedy. He commits one of the seven deadly sins in Catholicism.  He listens to what Volpone tells him. He tells him that he has to deny all what he had said in the court. He asked him to fall on the floor, to shiver, and pretend to be possessed- ملبوسhaunted by a devil. Volpone disguised as an officer came and told every one to look at Voltore – that he is acting- that someone should help him. Then he asked him to recover. Then he gets up. Volpone tells the judges that now is now dispossessed. Then the judges started to ask him about the papers he wrote. He said that he knows nothing about these papers that he did not write anything.   He denied all what he had said about Volpone and Mosca. Then Mosca arrives. When he comes to the court, Volpone keeps on begging him to say that Volpone is still alive. When Voltore denies that Volpone and Mosca are impostures, Volpone is safe. He wants to come to life again. Every body should know that he is alive and he wants to enjoy his fortune. Mosca betrays Volpone and he refuses to say that he is alive.  He says that he left the court because he was arranging for the funeral of Volpone to assure for the court that Volpone is dead. Once Voltore thinks that both Mosca and Volpone are playing a game on him, he took revenge of them and he told the court that the officer- Volpone in disguise- that Volpone is alive. so, they caught him. He took revenge from every one. 

VOLP: Nay, now,

     My ruins shall not come alone; your match

     I'll hinder sure: my substance shall not glue you,

     Nor screw you into a family.

VOLP: I am Volpone, and this is my knave;

     [POINTING TO MOSCA.]

     This [TO VOLT.], his own knave; This [TO CORB.], avarice's fool;

     This [TO CORV.], a chimera of wittol, fool, and knave:

     And, reverend fathers, since we all can hope

     Nought but a sentence, let's not now dispair it.

     You hear me brief.

Volpone heard one judge in the court saying that Mosca is a very good catch for his daughter- he will be a very good husband as he is a young man, the only heir of Volpone. He is becoming very rich. So, Volpone disclosed the secret.  
Mosca is of low birth. Volpone is angry how come that Mosca will marry the daughter of the judge. 
 1 AVOC: The knot is now undone by miracle.

The knot of the play is undone

This is a Metatheatrical technique. He is speaking about the events that are happening as a play that has a knot- a play within a play.

Here, Ben Jonson is ruining the Aristotelian dramatic allusion.

The judges saw the truth. They set Bonario and Celia free. They know that they are innocent. They started to say their sentences احكام 
AVOC: Or can more prove

     These innocent.

 AVOC: Disrobe that parasite.

They send Mosca to prison. 
AVOC: Deliver him to the saffi.
1 AVOC: Thou, Voltore, to take away the scandal

     Thou hast given all worthy men of thy profession,

     Art banish'd from their fellowship, and our state.

     Corbaccio!—bring him near—We here possess

     Thy son of all thy state, and confine thee

     To the monastery of San Spirito;

     Where, since thou knewest not how to live well here,

     Thou shalt be learn'd to die well.

They said that Voltore   is banished from his profession. They make Bonario to take all the fortune of Corbaccio. Corbaccio is put in a monastery to spend the rest of his life. 

They decided to put Volpone in jail and torture him until he goes lame and get different kinds of sicknesses because he used to pretend that he has, lots of sicknesses
. Thou, Volpone,

     By blood and rank a gentleman, canst not fall

     Under like censure; but our judgment on thee

     Is, that thy substance all be straight confiscate

     To the hospital of the Incurabili:

     And, since the most was gotten by imposture,

     By feigning lame, gout, palsy, and such diseases,

     Thou art to lie in prison, cramp'd with irons,

                             Till thou be'st sick, and lame indeed.—Remove him
AVOC: Which may not be revoked. Now you begin,

     When crimes are done, and past, and to be punish'd,

     To think what your crimes are: away with them.

     Let all that see these vices thus rewarded,

     Take heart and love to study 'em! Mischiefs feed

     Like beasts, till they be fat, and then they bleed.

They said that Celia should go to her father's house- as there is no divorce in Christianity- and take triple her dowry.

Volpone's fortune is confiscated.  
AVOC: Thou, Corvino, shalt

     Be straight embark'd from thine own house, and row'd

     Round about Venice, through the grand canale,

     Wearing a cap, with fair long asses' ears,

     Instead of horns; and so to mount, a paper

     Pinn'd on thy breast, to the Berlina—

1 AVOC: And to expiate

     Thy wrongs done to thy wife, thou art to send her

     Home to her father, with her dowry trebled:

     And these are all your judgments.

They put him a cap that has asses' ears. They say that he should be put on a boat and goes around all Venice. They mean to disgrace him- scandalize him because he is a cuckold. 
At the end, Volpone says the epilogue. 

VOLPONE COMES FORWARD.]

     VOLPONE: The seasoning of a play, is the applause.

     Now, though the Fox be punish'd by the laws,

     He yet doth hope, there is no suffering due,

     For any fact which he hath done 'gainst you;

     If there be, censure him; here he doubtful stands:

     If not, fare jovially, and clap your hands.

Prologues and epilogues are always said by actors and actresses- not characters. They do not discuss the content of the play but they are just messages from the author to the audience. 

Volpone- the actor not the character- is commenting on the play- on the character of Volpone- the fox that he is punished. He asks the audience to clap their hands if they like the play. He is addressing the audience
What is the main theme of the play?
The whole play is talking about the seven deadly sins in Catholicism. At this time, Ben Jonson was catholic. After this he turned into Anglican 

ABOUT THE EXAM:

· The first question is a quotation- one quotation from "AS You Like It"- one from "Volpone" - you have to choose one ( it is better to answer the quotation from Volpone)

· Quotations: ( it was written on the board)
1. act I scene I ''But brighter than ..... wise

2. act I scene I ''I have no wife .....and back again

3. act I scene II ''Fetch me my gown ....now they come '' the speaker here is volpone-( theme of pretence and deceive) 

4. act II scene IV {In the beginning of the scene } '' heap of cimders( theme of courtly love tradition) Volpone says that he fell in love with Celia at first sight. He is showing himself as a courtly lover. ( explain what is courtly love tradition- the lover uses flowery language- the lover tries to tempt the lady- 

5. act II scene V ''Get you a  cittern قيثارة...my justice)
 (this is said by Corvino to his wife Celia when he came and saw…. in his house. he got very angry- he shouts at her. he is mocking her that she is very proud of her beauty- that she is a dealer. his tone is sarcastic. he mocks Celia .he asks her to bring … to play music for men to tempt them. he calls her a whore. he accuses her of committing one of the seven deadly sins which is pride. this is ironic because it is Corvino not Celia who committed one of the seven deadly sins which is wrath . he tells her that he will kill all her family- he says that he is a Dutch man- he is honorable- not like the Italian- he means the English men) the setting is Italy but Ben Jonson is talking about England. He says that he is not like the Italian men who accept to be cuckold. He shows that the English men in the late 17th century accept to be cuckold. Corvino warns Celia that an adulteressالزانية according to the law is deprivedتحرم of her  dowryمؤخر الصداق. 
Ben Jonson is speaking about the seven deadly sins? What are these sins? ( greed- pride- wrath) ( you should mention why Ben Jonson went into jail- how he converted to Catholicism? the seven deadly sins are only there in Catholicism- this quotation proves Ben Jonson's catholic affiliation. because of his criticism to the court men and to the reign of James I , he went to jail. 
How to answer the quotation? 
· you have to talk about the theme and the technique
· answer in the form of an essay – separate paragraphs

· 1st paragraph is an introduction- you have to say who is speaking, to whom, in what occasion- write the ideas you are going to write in your essay. ( this quotation tackles  these points:  
· 2nd paragraph- the body- you have to write about the theme and the technique- the theme found in the quotation- 

· Concerning the technique, Ben Jonson is a classic. He loves to imitate the classical writer, so all his play is written in blank verse. He uses poetic diction( using big words) he uses poetic diction to polish his language. ( if there is classical allusion, you have to refer to it) 

· Characterization is very important in discussing the technique. 

· you have to mention the characterization in the quotation   

·  you have to mention if there is dramatic irony 

· language 

Essay question- two to choose one:
1.  How does the play reflect the English society in the Jacobean period? 

· You should mention all what is related to the Jacobean period- there was political unrest- Jacobean drama has gloomy atmosphere because James I was a bad ruler- there were many attempts to kill James I – like the plot of Judas - a group of Catholics- محبي يسوع – they tried to kill James I  and they failed.  There is a gloomy atmosphere in the play as it is full of plots, deceives- how Volpone and Mosca are ……. . they try to deceive people. The plays were full of  Give example of Peregrine and Sir  Politick Would Be  when they mentioned that Spain was the enemy of England at that time- the Spanish people put a big whale in the Thames River to ……. 
· there is social corruption

· People are easily deceived – people are mostly dupes and dull. They believe Volpone and Mosca.  

· Tell the main plot- Volpone disguises himself as a very ill man having all the diseases. He receives gifts from people and promises every one to become his heir…… 

· there are  medieval influences  in the play- the Jacobin period is full of medieval influences – Examples: courtly love tradition- people believe in the elixirs  that can restore one's youth in an old age- the idea of the micro cosmos affects the macro cosmos
· The play shows the religious conflict between the Protestant and the Catholic. Ben Jonson was a Catholic. He used to criticize the Protestants in the play. (example – Nano and ….. perform a play to Volpone to entertain him- both of them make fun of the Protestants because they keep on changing their religion under the slogan of reformation.  

· the English writers used to imitate the classical writers – for example- Ben Jonson wrote his play in blank verse. he uses the classical allusion and poetic diction( give examples from the play)   
2.  Discuss the technique of the play 
· the form of the play- it is a classical structure( the play starts with an exposition( act I scene I ) - the events develops into a climax- it ends with a resolution- in the middle there is a disguise- mistaken identity that produces dramatic irony- 5 acts- letters-   – Ben Jonson is a classist- he imitates the classical writers-  there are classical allusions – prologue- epilogue. Ben Jonson imitated the Roman comedian (PLotous )  in beginning his play with an argument- in which we have a summary of the whole play- in the argument, Ben Jonson summarizes the whole play .  
· the language- it is blank verse- poetic diction ( give examples from the play) it is a 16th century element- Jacobean drama imitated Elizabethan drama in form-  the play is full of soliloquies and asides- it is explicit drama- the writer is telling the audience with all information – 
· The play is full of songs as it is a comedy. It has a happy ending. It has poetic justice. 

· there is satire

· there are rare modern- not traditional- elements like the Metatheatrical technique 

3. How far Ben Jonson Catholic affiliation is reflected on in his play 
· The main theme is discussing the seven deadly sins in Catholicism (what are they?) Ben Jonson is mocking the Protestants. ( Give Example)
· The play ends in poetic justice (in the 17th century, the audience are mostly Christian. they expect that the evil people are punished and the good people are rewarded. 
4. Discuss the play as a humor drama.
· The theory of humor in the play- what is the theory of humor. 
· Ben Jonson criticizes this theory. He does not like the medieval idea of humor- that the character name should reflect the character's behavior.  
· In this play, Ben Jonson uses animal imagery to satirize characters who commit the seven deadly sins.  He calls the dupes birds of prey to satirize them. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Written by: T. Najla- 0509526599

Page 19 of 23 

