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Drama (3)
Third Year

The Second Mrs. Tanqueray
By Sir Arthur Wing Pinero

         It is a late Victorian drama. It was written in 1893. During the first lecture we discussed the theoretical background of the play. Many influences had an effect on Pinero and the play. These influences are divided into four groups. 

The first group:
· Diderot
· Defoe Marshall
· The serious drama-the problem play- the thesis play or the play of ideas.

     Diderot was a philosopher and a writer of many things. He was not only related to drama. His contribution to drama is the most important thing and how does this affect our play.

         Defoe Marshall was taking a part in politics. During the French Revolution, he had many adventures. However, the most important thing is his dramatic point of view and his contribution to drama in general.

       These two people said many things about drama. One thing is that we need to have a new sort of play. A play that is adapted to the new sort of modern life they were living. They were talking about many terms like: serious plays, problems, ideas or thesis. These words are synonymous. They have the same meanings. The Second Mrs. Tanqueray belongs to this type of plays. It means that the tone of the play is serious. It is a tragic not a comic tone. People in the play have serious conversations about different topics. There is a problem that is why we call it a problem play. The problem is exposed to the readers during the first act. It is making a certain thesis or an argument. It is a play of ideas. It wants to change the ideas or the attitude of the people.

The second group:
· T. W. Robertson

      He was in the middle Victorian age but had a great influence on the late Victorian age. Realism was something new at that time and everything about drama became realistic including characters and language. Language included images but it did not make it unrealistic because people in real life use images especially if they are well-educated. The characters in the play are well-educated and it is realistic for them to use images in their speeches. That is why the language in the play is very realistic. This was the influence of the "cup and saucer" drama or the realistic drama introduced by Robertson. 
The third group:
· The motif of the fallen woman.
    Alexander Dumas and the novel The Lady of the Camellias had a great influence on many plays. The motif of the fallen woman with a golden heart affected the play in a deep way. The play has two fallen women. They are Paula and Naipaul Orreyed. Both of them were divorced then they got a number of affairs and were abused by men. They lost their reputation then got married to respectable men.
The fourth group:
· Eugene Scribe
· The well made play.

        It is the form that describes our play. Moreover, The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde is a well made play although it is a comedy. This means that the well made play is a form that could be a serious play or a comedy. The well made play is a very complicated and sophisticated form.      

There are several dramatic tools and devices in it. Eugene Scribe the one who perfected the form of the well made play.
          For example, dreams and letters were part of the dramatic devices or the tools that develop the characters or the plot. Some writers used dreams and letters in their writings before Eugene Scribe. However, Eugene Scribe made it something that can be found in almost every play. Eugene Scribe stressed that all devices of dreams, papers, letters, notes or photographs play an important part in developing the plot or the characters. He emphasized that any type of play should have some devices when it is constructed. He liked very much the device of dreams and letters. He all the time made use of letters and dreams in his plays.

          In Act.1, there Ellean (The Daughter) had a dream. She sent her father a letter telling him that she changed her mind and decided to come and live with him because of a dream. In the letter, she explained that she had a dream that her mother’s spirit came and spoke to her. Her mother’s spirit -that has some religious connotations- told her that she should go and live with her father and to take care of him. This dream was very important because it changes the decision of the daughter as she wanted to become a nun.
        When Aubrey knows about the return of his daughter the reader can feel that the man might have some regrets or is blaming himself. He might think that he was in a hurry concerning his marriage and that he should have waited for his daughter and had a family with her. To conclude, this dream is very important in the play. It changes things in the atmosphere of the whole play. It also makes the reader think about what will happen.  

       During the late night visit of Paula to her future husband Aubrey, she told him that she had a happy dream. She dreamt that she was already married to him for five years and there was a dinner party. She was setting at the head of the table and he was setting opposite to her. She was the hostess and he was the host and there was a group of friends. This dream is a reflection of Paula’s worry about her marriage from Mr. Tanqueray. She is afraid that society might not accept her. Her dream was like a wishful thinking. She was wishing very much and hoping to be accepted by society that she even dreamt about it. The dream also sets the audience in a state of suspense. The audience would ask if Paula’s dream will come true or not.

         The letters and the act of writing letter are part of the Mise en scène. It is part that allows things to happen. The act of writing letters is giving chance for the whole action to develop during the first two acts of the play. There is a writing table on stage in both Act.1 and 2. All the time there is a reference to the fact that Aubrey has to leave his guests in order to scribble some notes because he is getting married the next day which is very convincing and realistic. When he leaves stage to finish his letters, he gives the other characters a chance to be alone and to talk. They talk about his past marriage and life. They give us an exposition of the past of the characters. Furthermore, the letter of Ellean highlights Paula’s jealousy that will develop in the second act. Pinero was very much influenced by Eugene Scribe and the Scribean device.
             In the second act, even before saying a single word when the curtain opens, the newly married couples were reading letters instead of talking. The marriage developed negatively. This is obvious through small tiny details or incidents. One of these details is the fact that before even talking to each other, Mr. Tanqueray was reading a letter. She was silent and nobody talked to her.
          There are other details that indicate that the marriage is not successful. For example, Mr. Tanqueray keeps asking about his daughter and Paula becomes very jealous about this. Moreover, when the curtains are open and Mr. Tanqueray seen reading the letters, the first thing he says after that is about the weather. He looks to the window and describes the weather. It is usual that one would talk about the weather with a stranger or to someone who one meets for the first time. So talking about the weather is not the sort of the intimate conversation between married couple. They are not love words. They are just casual words about commenting about the weather. That is why it indicates that their marriage is not successful.
        After Mr. Tanqueray comment about the weather, Paula looks at the clock which is an important stage direction and says “it is exactly six minutes”. He does not understand what she means but she explains to him that he did not speak to her for the last six minutes. She is timing the conversation for him this gives the feeling that there is a kind of tension between them. They are not exactly comfortable in the society of each other. The audience gets this from the very little details and the stage directions. Another example is his answer to her when he asks about Ellean and this adds to the negative feeling of jealousy in Paula. Paula answers him and she says that Ellean had breakfast and went to walk the dog. This small detail also indicates that Ellean does not care to have breakfast with her family. They are three people living together but they are not very keen on each other’s company. 
              Mr. Tanqueray then asks Paula if Ellean was warmly dressed before her walk. Paula answers in a very jealous manner blaming him that he did not care when she went for a walk last night. He answers her that he cares about her then she stands up and kisses him. There are many different negative emotions through different scene and tiny moments of love or positive emotions sometimes. There is a feeling of insecurity. Then she kisses him but as she is bending, she sees a letter near him. She discovers the letter is from Cayley Drummle who is the closest friend to Mr. Tanqueray. Mr. Tanqueray says that Mr. Drummle is visiting the neighbors however he does not mention the name of the neighbor. This neighbor turns to be Mrs. Cortelyon. She is like a very important person in society. However, she never came or welcomed the marriage of the new couple and everybody followed her attitude and did not go to visit or congratulate them. Paula was very angry about this. Paula is very frank. She is a very open person and she is never afraid to say what she is thinking and this is in opposition to Mr. Tanqueray. He is not as frank as Paula. 
            The new family is ostracized by society. People ignore them. Paula feels that the people in the neighborhood are acting as if they are not seeing her at all. This made her also suffer from another negative feeling which is boredom. So it seems like the marriage was not a very successful idea.
            Cayley Drummle was visiting Mrs. Cortelyon and he wanted to visit the new married couple to say congratulations. When Mr. Tanqueray tells Paula that Mr. Drummle is coming to visit her she feels happy that finally there is someone to meet and talk to. However, she thinks that since he is his friend nothing will change and she will still feel bored. Even though Mr. Tanqueray tries to convince her that Mr. Drummle will talk about London news and fashion, Paula makes a remark that shows that she is very unhappy. She says that London is like heaven and both are out of her reach. She is despair and miserable. She thinks that she will never see London or heaven. All the feelings in this conversation are negative and dark. It is about jealousy, anger boredom, and despair. 
[bookmark: _PictureBullets]            Mr. Tanqueray will discover that Paula also is writing a letter. She was writing a letter to lady Orreyed (who is the other fallen woman in the play). Mr. Tanqueray is very angry when he knows about the letter. Paula tries to defend her right in corresponding to her friend as they have been writing to each other. The husband being less open or less frank than the wife is very clear in this interaction about lady Orreyed. Mr. Tanqueray does not want Paula to know lady Orreyed. Paula is defending lady Orreyed as if she wants to believe that life can be divided. She tried to explain to him that lady Orreyed has changes and she is no longer the fallen woman. She even tells him that lady Orreyed is not different from herself. He becomes angrier and this means that he is the sort of person to evade the truth. He does not have the courage to confront issues. That is why he is a bit contradictory. At the beginning, he seemed to be very brave by marrying Paula and challenging society. However, later on he seems to be very conservative and conventional in his views. He does not accept Lady Orreyed at all because she is a woman with a past. This contradicts the fact that his wife is a woman with a past also. He does not want to think that lady Orreyed is identical to his wife. At that point Paula becomes very angry and she has an outburst against him. She keeps telling him about her boring life and that she has reached the stage of misery. Then there is another moment of love when he tried to calm her down by calling her “baby” and he asks her “what can 1 do for you?” Paula answers: “I suppose nothing. You have done all you can for me.”. When he asks her: “what do you mean?” she answers: “you married me”. She knows that it was a sacrifice that he is regretting deep inside. She understands him and knows how he feels. 					End …
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