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The first scene of Act 3:
             Paula and her friend Mabel Orreyed used to be identical. Both of them used to be good friends. They got married once and then divorced. Then they had different affairs. Both of them are women with a past. Paula married Mr. Tanqueray and tried to change. She struggled to be a respectable wife and mother. However, Mabel Orreyed stayed vulgar and greedy as she used to be. 

          Aubrey and Drummle return from their walk in the garden. In Act 3 there are two mirrors. One of them is hanging on the wall. Drummle and Aubrey see the reflection of the face of Paula on the mirror and they talk about it. Aubrey says to Drummle that Paula’s face is so pale and tired looking. Aubrey asks Drummle to help him. Drummle tells Aubrey that he will take Mr. and Mrs. Orreyed out so that Aubrey can talk to his wife freely.
All the time the exits and entrances are very well managed as a part of the stage direction or the Mise en scene. It helps the plot in a natural way.



         Paula is playing the piano. This shows that she is a sensitive character. She is upset because she is not accepted by the people or the society. Although she got married to a respectable man she is still not accepted even by Ellen.  She is very disturbed. Drummle tries to talk to Paula and make her feel better. However, Paula sends him away. She even sometimes insults him. Drummle as a good resin air does not feel angry with Paula. He is patient. He keeps asking why she is upset until she tells him. Then Drummle tells her that he is leaving the next day and he wants to make sure that Paula and her husband made up their quarrel before he leaves. 

            Although Paula has her friend Mr. and Mrs. Orreyed, she is sad to know that Drummle is leaving. Paula hates her friends. She may be hates Mabel because Mabel reminds her of her past. This is related to the theme of identity and difference between Paula and Mabel. Paula used to like Mabel and think that she is an amusing woman. However, now Paula hates her very much. Paula and Mabel used to be identical. Now they are different. Paula hates Mabel because she reminds her of herself and the way she used to be. The relationship between Paula and Mabel shows the theme of identity and difference.




        When Drummle hears all of these things about Paula hating the Orreyeds, he advises Paula to go to her husband and tell her about these things. Her husband quarreled with her because he thinks that the Orreyeds are not suitable friends for her. Drummle thinks that when Paula confesses to her husband that she hates the Orreyeds, the quarrel will end. However Paula tells Drummle that she did something very bad and it is not that simple. Paula intercepted Aubrey’s letters. However, she did not read them. She only wanted to hide them because she is jealous. She feels so guilty. This is clear in the fact that she is using hell and fire images. Her feel of guilt shows that deep inside she is an honorable person. She feels that what she did is something to be ashamed of. She is not a totally bad person because she feels guilty. This reminds us with the idea of the fallen woman with the golden heart. Her guilt feeling prevents her from sleeping at night.

         Paula tells Drummle that she knows that she is a bad person but she never did anything mean like hiding the letters. She is very sorry about it and she doesn’t know what to do. She does not want to destroy the letters. Drummle advises her to talk to her husband and give him the letters. However, Paula tells him that she cannot do this. At the end of the act, Paula changes her mind. She becomes very brave. She is morally brave and is able to take up the consequences of her actions just like Drummle tells her to do.

          Paula is struggling to be respectable. Drummle wanted to teach Paula how to face her problems. Drummle as a resin air is very patient, understanding and he gives advises. He is very tolerant to Paula. He is acting as if this is a psychiatrist thereby. Paula is about to have a nervous breakdown because she does not sleep well. Drummle is like a doctor who treats Paula. He holds a mirror in front of Paula’s face. He tells her to imagine her face after confronting her husband with her mistakes. Drummle finally succeeds in treating Paula because he is very patient.

        Drummle exits the stage and Aubrey enters. Aubrey finds the letter. Paula tells him that she stole the letters. Aubrey does not shout at her or blame her. However, Paula keeps talking to him and she doesn’t believe that Aubrey forgives her.

      Paula says to Aubrey that she is angry because he is sending Ellen away from her. Aubrey answers that he is sending Ellen away to see the world and get experienced. Paula does not believe him and Aubrey admits that he does not want Paula to be near Ellen because he does not trust Paula. He explains to her that Ellen is very innocent and pure and there are only few years between Ellen and Paula. Aubrey asks Paula to go back to the age when she was just exactly like Ellen and to imagine if she had a companion like Paula who says jokes. He tells her that he thinks she is not a suitable companion for her daughter and he explains why.

              At the beginning Paula does not accept his words. She tells him that she can be a good mother. Then Paula starts to cry and to sob. She becomes hysterical. Then she asks him to give her a chance to try and become a better woman and mother.

          After few weeks, Ellen and Mrs. Cortelyon return. They do not go to London. They are having news that Ellen has a suitor. After some entrances and exits, Paula and Ellen become alone on stage. Paula is always on stage because she is an important character in the play. That is why the play is called The Second Mrs. Tanqueray. For the first time, Ellen is greeting Paula in a nice way. Ellen kisses Paula and Paula feels that Ellen accepts her. Ellen talks to her about the man who wants to marry her. Then the man enters and Paula finds out that he is one of her former lovers in London.

Act 3

Paula:
Ellen, dear, I want to have a little talk about
you to Mr. Ardale — Captain Ardale — alone.
[Putting her arms around Ellen, and leading her to
the door.] Come back in a little while. [Ellen 
nods to Paula with a smile and goes out, while Paula
stands watching her at the open door. In a little
while — in a little — [Closing the door and then
taking a seat facing Hugh.] Be quick! Mr. Tanqueray has only gone down to The Warren with
Mrs. Cortelyon. What is to be done?

     The Warren is the house of Mrs. Cortelyon.

Hugh: 
[Blankly] Done? 

Paula:
Done — done. Something must be done. 

Hugh: 
I understood that Mr. Tanqueray had married a 
Mrs. — Mrs. — Jarman.-' 

Yes. 

Paula:

I'd been going by that name. You didn't follow 
my doings after we separated. 

        Captain Hugh Ardale tells Paula that he did not know that she is the wife of Mr. Tanqueray.


Hugh. 
No. 

Paula. 
Hugh. 

Paula. 
[Sneeringly] No. 

Hugh. 
I went out to India. 



Paula. 
What's to be done? 

Hugh. 
Damn this chance! 

Paula. 
Oh, my God! 

Hugh. 
Your husband doesn't know, does he? 

Paula. 
That you and I —? 

Hugh. 
Yes. 

Paula. 
No. He knows about others. 

Hugh. 
Not about me. How long were we — ? 

Paula. 
I don't remember, exactly. 

Hugh. 
Do you — do you think it matters? 

Paula. 
His — his daughter. [With a muttered exclamation he turns away, and sets with her head in her 
hands.] What's to be done? 

Hugh. 
I wish I could think. 
 


Paula. 
Oh ! Oh ! What happened to that flat of ours 
in Ethelbert Street. 

Hugh. 
I let it. 

Paula. 
All that pretty furniture ? 

Hugh. 
Sold it. 

Paula. 
I came across the key of the escritoire the other 
day in an old purse ! [Suddenly realizing the horror 
and hopelessness of her position, and starting to her feet 
with an hysterical cry of rage.] What am I maundering about ? 

Hugh. 
For God's sake, be quiet! Do let me think. 

Paula. 
This will send me mad! [Suddenly turning and 
standing over him.] you — you beast, to crop up in 
my life again like this ! 

This motif of the past is obvious in this conversation. Paula’s past is haunting her. The past never ends. It always returns.

This is the problem of the play. The play raises the question if it is possible to build a life with the foundation or the basis of such a shameful past. Paula’s past is always returning to haunt her present life.



Hugh. I always treated you fairly. 

Paula. [Weakly] Oh! I beg your pardon — I know 
you did

Paula. She kissed me to-night! I'd won her over! I've 
had such a fight to make her love me ! And now 
just as she's beginning to love me, to bring this 
on her ! 

Hugh. Hush, hush! Don't break down! 

Paula care so much about people. Paula does not only care about herself. She thinks about Ellen’s hurt when she knows about Hugh’s past. 

Paula. [Sobbing] You don't know! I — I haven't 
been getting on well in my marriage. It's been my 
fault. The life I used to lead spoilt me completely. 
But I'd made up my mind to turn over a new leaf 
from tonight. From tonight! 

Hugh. Paula — 

Paula. Don't you call me that ! 

Hugh. Mrs. Tanqueray, there is no cause for you to 
despair in this way. It's all right. I tell you — it 
shall be all right. 

Paula. [Shivering] What are we to do?

Hugh. Hold our tongues. 

Hugh. The chances are a hundred to one against any 
one ever turning up who knew us when we were 
together. Besides, no one would be such a brute 
as to split on us. If anybody did do such a thing 
we should have to lie ! 'What are we upsetting our- 
selves like this for, when we've simply got to hold 
our tongues .'' 

Paula. You're as mad as I am! 

Hugh. Can you think of a better plan? 

Paula. There's only one plan possible — let's come to 
our senses ! — Mr. Tanqueray must be told. 

Hugh. Your husband! What and I lose Ellen I lose 
Ellen! 

Paula. You've got to lose her.
 
Paula is talking like Drummle explaining to Hugh that he has to pay for what his actions. We must bear the consequences of our actions.


Hugh. I won't lose her; I can't lose her! 

Paula. Didn’t I read of your doing any number of brave 
things in India ? why, you seem to be an awful 
coward?

Hugh. That's another sort of pluck altogether; I haven't 
this sort of pluck. 

Paula. Oh, I don't ask you to tell Mr. Tanqueray- That's 
my job. 

Hugh. [Standing over her.'] You — you — you'd better! 
You — 

This shows how much Paula changed. She is brave and she is willing to bear consequences for her actions.


Paula. [Rising] Don't bully me! 1 intend to. 

Hugh. [Taking hold of her; she wrenches herself free] 
Look here, Paula, I never treated you badly — 
you've owned it. Why should you want to pay me 
out like this ? You don't know how I love Ellen! 

Paula. Yes, that's just what I do know. 

Hugh. I say you don’t! She's as good as my own mother. 
I've been downright honest with her, too. I told her. 
in Paris, that I'd been a bit wild at one time, and, 
after a damned wretched day, she promised to for- 
give me because of what I'd done since in India. 
She's behaved like an angel to me! Surely I oughtn't 
to lose her, after all, just because I've been like 
other fellows ! No: I haven't been half as rackety 
as a hundred men we could think of. Paula, don't 
pay me out for nothing ; be fair to me. there's a 
good girl — be fair to me ! 


        Hugh expresses his point of view. Hugh loves Ellen so much. He considers her as pure and innocent as his mother. He was honest with Ellen. He told her that she was not the first woman in his life but he changed. Then Ellen forgave him. Hugh does not want to lose Ellen after all of that. To a certain point. Hugh’s point of view is sensible.

       This play is a serious play. That is why it does not provide answers. It provokes audience and readers to think for themselves. At the end of the act, Hugh threatens Paula that he is going to shoot himself if he loses Ellen.



The presentation

The Picture of Dorian Gray
By
Oscar Wilde

Dorian Gray is the main character. The well-known artist Basil Hallward meets Dorian Gray. Dorian is a cultured, wealthy, and impossibly beautiful young man who immediately captures Basil’s artistic imagination. Dorian sits for several portraits, and Basil often depicts him as an ancient Greek hero or a mythological figure

After many years, he suddenly gets this urge of getting rid of the picture. He stabs the picture. However, he is the one who dies and the picture becomes beautiful as it was. The themes are appearance reality or art versus life.

In Oscar Wilde’s plays, the reader can feel that the author is always turning things upside down. He always considers that art is the reality but life is the imaginary. 

Another theme in the play is that youth and beauty are the most important things. They are the supreme.
End …
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