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The last scene of act.3 was an argument between Paula and her former lover. It was open-ended. They did not reach an agreement.

The final page of act.3: stage direction or the Mise en Scene.
The final image before the curtain comes down.

She walks unsteadily to the

ottoman, and sits ; and as she does so her

hand falls upon the little silver mirror,

 which she takes up, staring at her own reflection.



        She is mentally disturbed that’s why she is moving unsteadily. The adverbs like “unsteadily” show how the actress is moving. 

         The mirror is usually used by women to check their make up or hair. According to Paula, the mirror is more than that. She is described as very pale and exhausted. All the characters commented on her pale look. When Paula looks at herself in the mirror she sees how much she is pale and tired. This is a reflection of the inner conflict she is suffering from. Paula thinks that her bad mental state is because of her past and her marriage. Her past is haunting her all the time. She is examining everything concerning her life.

Beginning of Act 4

Stage direction
The Drawing-room at " Higher comb,'' the same
evening.

Paula is still seated on the ottoman, looking vacantly
before her. with the little mirror in her hand.
Lady Orreyed enters.

            The adverbs and the adjectives are very important in describing the characters. The ending of act.3 is the same as the beginning of act.4. This is to make the audience pay attention to the state of Paula and her inner conflict.

Lady Orreyed:
There you are you never came into the billiard-room. Isn't it maddening — Cayley Drummle 
gives me sixty out of a hundred, and beats me. I 
must be out of form, because I know 1 play remarkably well for a lady. Only last month — 
[Paula rises.] Whatever is the matter with you, 
old girl ?

         Mr. Orreyed sacrificed his life and career for the sake of Mabel. The audience does not know whether he is happy or not. It is mentioned that he is a drinker and he is violent. This might be signs of his unhappiness. Later on he will say that he is unhappy and he feels so guilty because of his old mother. He will think about writing her a letter to ask her forgiveness. Again the letters is a dramatic device of the well-made play. The letter is used to bridge the gap between Mr. Orreyed and his mother. He is very much hurt because his family does not want to communicate with him. Mr. Orreyed goes to Aubrey to help him in writing the letter. Both of them experienced the same situation that’s why they will be able to help each other.

         In one scene, Mr. Orreyed talks to Paula and Mabel keeps interfering in the conversation. However, Mr. Orreyed ignores her interruption.

       In the play, there are two misalliance couples. Mr. and Mrs. Tanquery is one couple and Mr. and Mrs. Orreyed is the second couple.

        In the beginning of act.4, there are two dramatic ironies. A dramatic irony means that the audience knows something that some of the characters in the play do not know.


         Mabel talks to Paula and asks her if she made up the quarrel with her husband. Mabel does not know about the details of the quarrel. Paula tells Mabel that they made up the quarrel. Drummle who knows about the details of the quarrel asks Paula if they made it up. Paula answers by saying yes. The irony lies in the fact that Mabel and Drummle are talking about a minor trouble. The major trouble is the previous affair between Ardale and Paula. Drummle and Mabel do not know about the major trouble. However, Paula and the audience know about it. This dramatic irony increases the feeling of anxiety or worry about what will happen later.
End …
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