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· You might have an essay question to make a comparison between the Shakespearian and the Petrarchan sonnet. 
(In making comparison, we have two different things. it is either you take point by point or in paragraphs – essay  form (the first  paragraph for each type of sonnet saying what type of sonnet- giving the definition of the sonnet- giving examples for each type of sonnet) ( compare the theme-  what is the theme in Shakespearian sonnet? what is the theme in Petrarchian sonnet? then, write are the ideas( in Shakespearian sonnet, he is speaking about time, movement, change. in Petrarchian , there are the ideas of love, suffering… then technicality( what are the figures of speech in Shakespearian and in Petrarchian sonnet- then conclude your essay. they share something that it is a sonnet of 14 lines but they differ in other things.    
· You might be given an essay question on Shakespearian sonnets with giving examples.
· You might have an essay question on the sonnet sequence- written in the Elizabethan tradition. Sydney's sonnet sequence is considered the first sonnet sequence. 
· You might have an essay question on the comparison between Sydney's sonnet sequence and Shakespeare's sonnet sequence( first give the definition of the sonnet sequence- then talk about Sydney's sonnet- that they followed the Petrarchan tradition- talking about the significance and the role of poetry. the poet is like a prophet and a philosopher. in Shakespeare's sequence , it is not only addressed to one person. they are addressed to several people. it does not circle around one theme that is the theme of love- there are many themes , varied themes.  
· you might have an essay question on the Fairy Queen 
· You might be given lines to comment on – identify the title of the work and the name of the poet" these lines are from……….. then, you have to explain or paraphrase the lines . then comment on the lines- giving the ideas in the line briefly- comment on the imagery- metaphors- personifications- allusions- all of the technicality. Give the general theme of the poem. Link the ideas in the lines with the theme of the poem.  
Shaksperian sonnet sequence: 

What is a sonnet sequence? 

It is a group of sonnets that tackle one theme- like for example the theme of love. In this sonnet, there are series- might be 100 or more sonnets.  There is a development of the theme. 
Petrarchian sonnets have some characteristics, certain conceits. 
How Shakespeare did his own sonnet sequence? 
He is an innovative poet, creative poet. He took the Italian sonnet of 14 lines and he developed it. He changed the division of the lines. He divided the sonnet into 3 quatrains and a couplet. In each quatrain, there is an idea that is developed into the second quatrain and then develop in the third quatrain. In the couplet, there is a summery or a conclusion which is different from the Petrarchian( it is divided into an octave= 8 lines where we have the problem and the sestet where we have the answer or the solution of that problem.  
Shakespearian sonnet sequence is not like the Petrarchian. Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets . They are not like the Petrarchian. in his sonnet sequence, he discusses the theme of love but it is not the only theme. most of the sonnets talk about love but there is a difference. generally in his sonnets, he wrote about the theme of love, he talks about a young man who is handsome and he  urges him to marry so that his beauty will be preserved in his children. He talks about a lady of the court that he falls in love with. He also talks about a young man. 
 From Sonnet 1 till sonnet 17 are addressed to a young man who was urged in the sonnet to be married. Marriage will help him to keeps his offspringالذرية. All of his beautiful features will be preserved in his children. He is talking about the theme of preservation of beauty. 
From sonnet 18 till sonnet 126, he addresses the young man and the significance of friendship. Some of these sonnets are talking about another poet, a rival poet. In the poem, this young man is not identified. Historically, he is given many speculations. 
In sonnet 18, Shakespeare says that this young man could be immortalized in Shakespeare's poetry.  Usually poets search for immortality.  Shakespeare through his writing is immortalizing other writers in his verse. 
From sonnet 18 till sonnet 126 it is about this man and generally it is about friendship. 
From sonnet 127 until sonnet 142 most of his attention is directed to a dark lady of the court- Queen Elizabeth Court. This dark lady is a sensuous irresistible, attractive woman. 
As a dramatists, he did not write much poetry. He wrote poetry in a period when the theatre was closed. 
There is also a group of sonnets from 143- 154 , they were adaptation from the Greek classical poems. 
Generally speaking, we have the theme of the young man, the theme of friendship, theme of the dark lady under the main theme that is the theme of love. He is also talking about a rival poet in the sonnets. 
Shakespeare is a very talented poet who could combine several things together.  He is very creative. 
His sonnet sequence is different from the Petrarchian sonnet sequence. Petrarchian sonnets always talk about love. In Sydney's" Astrophile and Stella" they talk about the theme of love, about the star and the star lover. The speaker is addressing his lover who is rejected by his beloved. Sydney is more innovated than Wyatt. He did not imitate the Italian sonnet.  Sydney developed them. Sydney in his sonnets talk also about the role of poetry- what can poetry do- it can enlighten people. The poet is not a teacher. He talks about the role of the poet as a teacher, prophet, and critic.  Wyatt only concentrates on suffering of love, how the lover is tormented.     
Sonnet 12
	Original Text
	Modern Text

	When I do count the clock that tells the time,

And see the brave day sunk in hideous night;

When I behold the violet past prime,

And sable curls all silvered o'er with white;

When lofty trees I see barren of leaves,

Which erst from heat did canopy the herd,

And summer’s green all girded up in sheaves

Borne on the bier with white and bristly beard;

Then of thy beauty do I question make,

That thou among the wastes of time must go,

Since sweets and beauties do themselves forsake

And die as fast as they see others grow,

And nothing 'gainst Time’s scythe can make defense

Save breed to brave him when he takes thee hence.
	When I look at the clock and notice time ticking away, and see splendid day sink into hideous night; when I see the violet wilt and curly black hair turn white with age; when I see tall trees that once provided shade for herds now barren of leaves, and the summer’s crops tied up and hauled to the barn as if summer itself were an old man being carried off to his grave—then I have doubts about the fate of your beauty, since you too will have to undergo the ravages of time. Sweet and beautiful creatures don’t stay that way; they die as fast as they see others grow. And there’s no defense against Time’s destructive power, except perhaps to have children—to defy Time when he takes you away.


The most significant word here is TIME 
The sonneteer is establishing a kind of parallel method of measuring the passage of time in different things. .  
When I do count the clock that tells the time,

The speaker is in a state of counting the clock that tells the time. Here, he is talking about the day- the cycle of nature. 
First of all, he started with time in general. Then he discusses day and night. He started with the day. And see the brave day sunk in hideous night;

He personified the day as a brave man because he is going to face night. He is going to die. 
Night is described as hideous, horrible. he is giving antitheses- contrast between hideous and brave, day and night. 
The clock tells about the passage of time. The day is dying. it sunk in the hideous night. This is the cycle of night.  
When I behold the violet past prime,

Violet= is a kind of flower that dies at the end of the season.  They can not survive a season; can not live longer than a season. This is the cycle of nature. The violet has to die. 
And sable curls all silvered o'er with white;

Sable= dark black curls of hair, when man gets old, they turn into white.
Nature has a cycle of birth, growth and death. Every thing in nature passes this circle- time- man- plants ……. all of these cycles are collected together.  
in the first stanza, we could see the sequence, the passage of time , day goes to night, flowers die, black hair turns into white….. This is all about the passage of time in nature and in youth as well, life =  birth- growth- decay- death . in the first quatrain, he concentrates on the day
2nd quatrain; 
When lofty trees I see barren of leaves,

Which erst from heat did canopy the herd,

He concentrates on nature . All of the leaves die. Trees are there naked. the trees are barren. There are no leaves on the trees  
erst= former- before     canopy= covering 
During summer, these trees with rich green leaves used to provide shield for the sheep , to protect them from the heat of the sun. But now, in autumn season, there are no more leaves.
And summer’s green all girded up in sheaves

Borne on the bier with white and bristly beard;

Sheaves= bundle- bunch 
 It is the harvest time, the time of collecting fruits.   Summer is a season of harvest. The green leaves are now taken. There are no leaves. 
bier= cart- carriage in which fruits are taken to the market  
bristly= coarse- thick – stiff = the farmer is an aged man who is talking the cart to the market 
Here, we have a progression of season, autumn then summer which is the harvest season. This is the cycle of nature  
Then of thy beauty do I question make,

That thou among the wastes of time must go,

Since sweets and beauties do themselves forsake

And die as fast as they see others grow,

thy= your 
He is addressing the young man.  He is part of the cycle of nature. He is going to grow old. His beauty will fade away. 
Time is passing. It can not be preserved. It can not be retreated. Time is moving. All of the beauties in nature change. They die as they see others grow.  His beauty can not be preserved for ever. It is similar to the cycle of nature. 
And nothing 'gainst Time’s scythe can make defense

Save breed to brave him when he takes thee hence.
scythe = منجل
Time here is personified as a human being with a scythe cutting it continuously because time is always moving. Nothing can stand against it. Time is personified as a powerful human being; no body could stand against this courageous, powerful strong time. 
breed= offspring  
The only way that we can defy time, to stand against it is by marrying and having offspring. Marriage is the only way to preserve his beauty. 
The speaker is concise. He is going to have offspring to defy time. He will die. Before he dies, he should bring offspring to preserve his features. 
The couplet here says that nothing can stand against time.
The poet urges his friend to have children who will carry his name, inherit his beauty, his qualities. This is a way of resisting the pass of time.  
The sonnet establishes a kind of parallelism, a parallel method of measuring time, nature and youth. 
Time is passing; it has its own cycle. Youth grows old and then die. 
This is the idea of dying and decay. 
What is the theme of the sonnet?
It is the theme of time and mutability, change . 
It is written in Shakespearian structure; three quatrains and a couplet. Each quatrain begins with a clause. These clauses reflect the change of time. 
We have a lot of musical devices. 
                   **************************************** 
In Wyatt 's sonnet-  The Long Love …………….. 

The speaker talks about the theme of love, how love is like a conqueror, one who attacks his heart to settle there and he can not take it out. Love resides in the speaker's heart. Love is like a warrior who invades with bravery his heart. His heart is the dwelling place of that love. Love takes his heart as a camping place. It resides there in his heart. He can not take it out. Love is like a warrior as if he invades the heart of the speaker. He is like a colonizer. He spreads his barrens in his heart. When love attacks him, it shows him how to love, how he must be controlled by reason. Love is dominating his emotions. He is moved by his emotions not by his reason. This is the octave
In the sestet  , the speaker tries to find a solution. Love is there. He can not take it out. It dominates his heart. The heart is described like a forest, big deep wood where love went to this wood and disappeared. Love settled in his heart. He is suffering from this lover because the beloved is rejecting his love. 
He is fighting to get his beloved accept his feelings. it is as if he is a soldier fighting in the battle field. He is going top live or die. He is going to fight with this love until the end, until he gains the sympathy of the beloved.
In this poem, we have a sustained metaphor. a metaphor that we could see through the whole poem(love as a  warrior ) . 
 *************************************************** 
Farwell Love……………….. 

      The speaker here renounces love. He is bothered by love. He can not make this love fruitful. Instead of wasting his time with love, he will replace it with philosophy. He is saying goodbye to love. He describes love in a conventional image which is the hook. Love is trapping lovers. He will not fall in the traps of love again. 
Seneca and Plato = great Roman Philosophers
They call him by educating his mind, by making him use his reason over his emotions. They educate him to be able to free himself from the baited hooks of love, from love's traps.  Because he was blinded by love, he fell easily in love's traps. 
the speaker decides to set  himself out of this trouble. He is awakening. His reason is over controlling his mind. Liberty is more pleasing than to be entrapped, enslaved by love.
The speaker in the octave decides that he is going to free himself from the traps of love.  
He asks love to go and trouble other hearts. He dismisses love. Love has no more authority in him. He asks love to go and try his abilities on younger hearts. He is trying to reject love. He thinks of it as a waste of time. He is pretending that he is going to get rid of love and substitute it with philosophy.   Yet, he is in complete suffering. he can not get rid of love. 
The poem seems as anti-Petrarchian. It is opposite to the Petrarchian sonnet. He is not expressing his suffering. He is trying to be cynical- he can not get rid of that love. 
He uses two opposite things . 
Finished
Best of Luck 
Poetry 8





Last Lecture








------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Written by: T. Najla – 0509526599
Page 1 of 12
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Written by: T. Najla – 0509526599
Page 1 of 12

