Stream of consciousness is a style of writing which is introduce by some great authors in the early of 20th century. It reflects the flow of characters thought and feeling. In literary criticism, stream of consciousness is a literary technique which seeks to portray an individual's point of view by giving the written equivalent of the character's thought processes.
In this novel, Woolf using the stream of consciousness topic to connect the thought of her characters so the connection between and other reveal. It is all about thought, feeling, emotion and sensory perception and can be said that it become a circle with no bold plot.

The novel open with Clarissa Dalloway want to go to buy a flower that evening for her party, it is narrated what Clarissa feels that day. 

"What a lark! What a plunge! For so it had always seemed to her, when, with a little squeak of the hinges, which she could hear now, she had burst open the French windows and plunged at Bourton into the open air. How fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the air was in the early morning; like the flap of a wave; the kiss of a wave; chill and sharp and yet (for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemn, feeling as she did, standing there at the open window, that something awful was about to happen; looking at the flowers, at the trees with the smoke winding off them and the rooks rising, falling; standing and looking until Peter Walsh said, “Musing among the vegetables?”—was that it?—“I prefer men to cauliflowers”—was that it? He must have said it at breakfast one morning when she had gone out on to the terrace—Peter Walsh. He would be back from India one of these days, June or July, she forgot which, for his letters were awfully dull; it was his sayings one remembered; his eyes, his pocket-knife, his smile, his grumpiness and, when millions of things had utterly vanished—how strange it was!—a few sayings like this about cabbages."

This part distinctly showed the interior thought of Clarissa Dalloway. Every sentence that goes is to describe how she feels; the air in the morning and what she feels about it. The omniscient narrator knows exactly what she feels and describes the morning. 

"How fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the air was in the early morning; like the flap of a wave; the kiss of a wave; chill and sharp and yet (for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemn, feeling as she did, standing there at the open window, that something awful was about to happen; looking at the flowers, at the trees with the smoke winding off them and the rooks rising, falling;"


By reading that part, the readers drown into the consciousness and the flow of thought of the novel‘s characters. Feel the morning as she feels; every sensory feeling that she had. 

The interior thought are chronicling, sometimes with the pause for detail explanation toward something and it makes the readers feel knowing the characters mind through detail. 

"He was not old, or set, or dried in the least. As for caring what they said of him—the Dalloways, the Whitbreads, and their set, he cared not a straw—not a straw (though it was true he would have, some time or other, to see whether Richard couldn’t help him to some job)."

The novel enters into the consciousness of the people it takes as it subjects, creating a powerful effect. Woolf’s style of writing which is describe the trivial things of characters; characters daily or ordinary life- still with the stream of consciousness style toward these things, make the readers experiencing the daily life of the characters. It is treated equally with importance. For example the beginning of the novel in which Clarissa feel the morning, opened up the internal process and the character’s mind singing in this prose. Moreover, according to William James, this is flow of conscious experience in the brain. 

Questioning something is often reveal in the story, then usually the characters answer that; it is describe the mode of how people think and react toward something; questioning then answer it. 

"A snob was she? Yes, in many ways. Where was she, all this time? It was getting late."

"That she had grown older? Would he say that, or would she see him thinking when he came back, that she had grown older? It was true. Since her illness she had turned almost white."

Here the story goes through the characters consciousness and its flow; thought, feelings, reality and dream as mind have. 

For the novel point of view, this novel using third person omniscient, the narrator is a voice of a person who knows everything about all characters. The novel uses ‘She’, and ‘He’. This narrator sometimes becomes the subjective thought of the characters. However, the point of view sometimes shifting from one character’s stream of consciousness to another character’s stream of consciousness- within a single paragraph, changes constantly, like montage technique. The example of that part happens when; Septimus got his intense inner conflict and Lucrezia’s fear, then catch a glimpse of the Septimus from another side, from Maisie Johnson’s point of view. 

As a conclusion, many experimentalist and outstanding literary techniques can be found in Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway, especially stream of consciousness style and the novel point of view. The novel use third person omniscient, the narrator is a voice of a person who knows everything about all characters. This narrator sometimes becomes the subjective thought of the characters. However, the point of view sometimes shifting from one character’s stream of consciousness to another character’s stream of consciousness- within a single paragraph. The style of writing is stream of consciousness- which can be said that she is one of many who introduce this style of writing in early 20th century. It reflects the flow of characters interior thought and feeling, which give the reader impression as if they are in the character’s head-with their thought, feeling, emotion and feel like they experienced everything that the character experienced. The novel enters into the consciousness of the people, it takes as it subjects. 









