Criticism
Fourth Year-Second semester
The 1st lecture:                                                                                                                                                  د.نجلاء       
In the first semester we took Eliot, Arnold, I. A. Richards and Leavis. In this semester we are going to take 4 topics. The first topic is about the Russian formalism so we are going to talk about Eliot and the new critics. We are going to talk about the Russian formalism and how it is different from the other types of formalism. With Russian formalism, they have different concept exactly when we took Eliot, we said his formalism was historical; he was interested in tradition, in going back to history and he was looking for the form of the works of art/ of the masterpieces that were written throughout history. So, there was a historical element in it. But with the Russian formalism, they have a social element in it. It was in Russia. The most important policy in Russia was communism or Marxism. Everything in Russia is supposed to be in the service of the society. So, criticism at that time although it depended on formalism/ literary works (they looked at the form of the literary works), but there was the social element. We will study two Russian writers; Shklovsky and Bakhtin. 
Bakhtin was different and he wanted to stay away from socialism so he wrote under another name, not his own name.  
Afterwards we will have postcolonial criticism and postcolonial criticism is applied more to countries that were colonized like India, Arab countries, and African countries (Not European or American countries). So, we have two writers. One is of an Arab origin and the other is an Indian origin. We have Edward Saied and we have Homi K. Bhabha. 
After this, we will have feminist criticism. We have many people who wrote about females but they were males. Hardy is very famous for writing about the inner feelings of females. But what Hardy wrote was not the same as what Virginia Woolf because when female writes, she has other ideological concept in her mind. So, we will have feminist criticism and we will have two writers; Virginia Woolf and Simone de Beauvoir.
The last topic is Eco-criticism. It is the theory of 2000. Eco comes from ecology. It is the science of ecology. It is the role of the environment in the life of all other creatures; what does nature provide to all creatures or if we can life or we cannot live with nature. All people say we cannot live without nature because nature provides man, animal, insects, birds and all other creatures with different elements. Nature is very important. But what is the difference between eco-criticism and the romantic criticism? Romanticism is also involved with nature. They were only interested in the beauty of nature. But with eco-criticism, it is the science of preserving/ keeping/ protecting nature because without nature all kinds of life will be destroyed. This also started to appear in the works of art. Eco-criticism is mostly applied on drama. In eco-criticism we have one important writer Henry Thoreau. He was the first to write a novel about the importance of nature and how people should not only preserve nature but try to use everything that is natural. This is the modern trend nowadays. And then critics started to pay attention to this kind of writing and they started to go back to old works and started to find out whether the romantics were really ecological or they were simply admiring nature/ whether they were trying to find the impact of nature on man or man’s relation only with nature. When I gave you Wordsworth, I said Wordsworth was interested in the relation between man and nature and nature and man. So, some of his poems are interpreted ecologically. All writings can be taken and analyzed ecologically if they were about nature. We try to see in them whether nature there is more important than man or man is more important than nature; who is more important and who is affecting the other/ Is man destroying nature or nature is trying to preserve man’s life. Thoreau was a novelist but as a critic, the most important eco-critic was Lawrence Buell. 
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