Criticism   The 8th lecture:                                                                                                                                                                               
The doctor commented on the presentation on Homi K. Bhabha; another postcolonial figure.
-Here we have the main topic that Homi K. Bhabha handled in his criticism. First of all, we have hybridity. It is the most important topic Homi Bhabha speaks about and introduces to criticism. Hybridity here has a special meaning for him. Homi Bhabha was not only a critic. Before being a critic, he was a scientist. He was man of physics. He won prizes in physics and he was studying to become physical engineer (engineer in physics), but he turned to be critic after all. Hybridity is very important topic in Homi Bhabha’s criticism. The second word or an expression that is important here that is connected with Hybridity and it is taken from very famous theory at the end of the 20th century and this is post-structuralism. Most of the writers of the late part of the 20th century are affected by post-structuralism. In the last two decay of the 20th century, most of the critics were mail post-structural critics. We can see Edward Said and Homi Bhabha who were post-colonial were also post-structural critics. The third expression that is also connected with Homi Bhabha is resistance. Resistance here not the resistance we talked about when we were dealing with post-colonialism because we talked about resistance literature. Resistance literature is different; it is the literature written by natives against colonizer to resist colonization like what is written nowadays by the Palestinian writers against Israel. This is resistance literature, but resistance here in Homi Bhabha has a different meaning. People have resisted the power of the colonizer, but here it is the cultural power of the colonizer, not only the military, political or economical power, but mainly it is the cultural power; the resistance of being part of the colonizer. This will be explained with hybridity. So, resistance and post-structuralism are connected with hybridity in Homi Bhabha. 
Remind these three expression because these are the mainly expressions that the text deals with. The text we have is about these three expressions in particular.
-What is meant by Elitism? We have an expression said in French>>> crème de la crème. People on top of the society are called the elite. So, here elitism and Eurocentrism: the people of Europe who were self-centered thought that they are the elite/ that they are the best people ever/ that they are the colonizers/ they are the British and the French who colonized other countries. They thought that they are superior to all others. Homi Bhabha was trying to show from where this idea of elitism came/ from where the superiority of the English people, the white people or the European came. The elite language of the elite people is the English. Homi Bhabha was an Indian who was colonized by the British. So, the English was considered the language of the elite and this is why people who spoke the English language were considered to be the elite and in order to try to impress the colonizer and be part of the colonization, the Indian and other colonized people of different parts of the world were trying to speak the language of the colonized. And the text we have is mainly about the power of the English Book. The English Book in the text is the Bible, but the English version of the Bible. So, the power of the English Book which is the Bible over the England people in India and other people all over the world/ the people who are colonized.    
-Homi Bhabha comes from a rich family. He was sent to England by his family to get degree in physics and he spoke the English language fluently. He belonged to the elite of India. He was trying to advocate the mixing of culture which is known as hybridity and he was not resisting/ he was not against the influence of the colonizer. This is why he was attacked as being representative of the elite that he himself was a Eurocentric. He was educated in Europe and he was supposed to come back to India to work in the factories of his family, but he did not do that and he stayed in Europe and he started writing and he took upon himself to show the people the importance of the new identity of the people who were previously colonized (what happened to them and what changes took place in their identity. This is why he was attacked of being one of the elite and that he was Eurocentric and so on.
-Here we have the actual explanation of Bhabha’ theory of hybridity. He says that between the culture of the colonizer and the culture of the colonized there is a space. In between the two cultures there is a space where we have the differences between the two cultures.
-Bhabha believes that what we should call the history of what is happening not history but narrative. We should take it as story. We should study it as narrative, not as history. He argued that all the nations that were ex-colonized share certain qualities. What are these qualities that are shared by all the nations that were previously colonized?
-So, there are two cultures and a space in between with the differences between those cultures and he identifies the relation between the colonizer and the colonized and what is this difference in between and what it does to each, not to one side only, but the influence of the space in between on both sides. What does the space in between include? The difference is in cultural tradition, historical period and critical mythology. These are the things that are found in the space in between the two sides; the colonizer and the colonized, which was subject to change.
- Bhabha here speaks about the resistance to mimic / to imitate. The word mimicry was used first with Aristotle. This is the theory of mimicking or mimicry. Tragedy is an imitation of the actions of men. He says that people tend to resist imitating or mimicking the English book which is something wrong. Why there is no harm in mimicking? He was showing how the Indians were mimicking the Bible.
-He was difficult to be understood by the Europeans, but because we are eastern and we share the same concept, so we can understand what he means.   
-Stairway is a kind of spiral staircase. What is the significance of this shape in particular? We have many shapes of stair. What is the difference between the ordinary stairway and the spiral one? This is used figuratively. You have to use your imagination. When you have an ordinary stair, it is wider and usually we have one on the top and one on the bottom, but the spiral does not show a point at the beginning and a point at the end; you can go upward or downward in the same way. The spiral movement has a certain connotation. It has a connotation with civilization. You studies Yeats. What is the basic idea of Yeasts’s gyre? You remember Yeats’s ‘The Gyres’>>>> the spiral movement of civilization. So, what is the concept of this spiral movement? Yet it is repeated and it shows the connection between the two gyres and one starts when the other ends. Historically and culturally, this spiral movement is connected to civilization (the beginning and end of civilization).
-This is the main difference between Homi Bhabha and Edward Said. Said distinguishes the difference between the east and the west/ the occident and the orient. They are two different cultures to him. But Homi Bhabha says there is a mixture. With Edward Said, he says the east influences the west and the west cannot deny this influence/ that they have taken from the east, but  Homi Bhabha says the opposite that the colonized is affected by the colonizer and he is indebtedto the colonizer for the new identity. Something new came out of this mixture which is the new identity of the colonizer. And this is what we have here as the negotiation. There is this negotiation between the two sides; the colonizer and the colonized of cultural identity. 
The identity of the people who were previously colonized is different and the result is an exchange of cultural performances that in turn produce a mutual and mutable recognition 
We cannot deny and we cannot close our eyes to what actually happened to the people who were previously colonized. Unfortunately, it is not only the people who were previously colonized, but nowadays even the countries that were never colonized are still colonized culturally, for example, Saudi Arabia was never colonized before by the British but all the English ideas whether of the British or the American are now invading our life in all the Middle East. We are affected by them and we are mimicking and we accept the fact that we are inferior to them although historically we were not. We were superior at a certain time. But now we think of ourselves as inferior and they think of themselves as superior and they made us believe that we are inferior. If you want to change that, first of all, you have to think of yourself not as inferior anymore. This is where the colonizers succeeded in changing our identity and this is what Homi Bhabha is saying that our identities are changes. 
-We have to remember that Edward Said as a Palestinian never lived in Palestine. He was born there but he left it as a child and then he lived in Egypt until he was ten and then he moves to the States. So, his ideology is not purely Palestinian, but from his origin, he was defending the Palestinians as a Palestinian. He was defending his people. But he was showing that the Palestinians are different. Their identity is different from the American identity. But he failed to see the new identity of the Palestinians. He was speaking about the Palestinian’s identity before leaving Palestine. They are changed. They do not have the same identity anymore. The intellectual person is a person who is first educated and then has an opinion. To be educated and to have an opinion, it means that he was affected by other cultures definitely. It is written in many books that the cultural influence of the English book is strongly advocated nowadays by the English department in different universities all over the world. So, definitely you are subject to be affected.
-You have heard of Derrida's deconstruction theory. What does this theory imply? Derrida says that word has multiple meaning and in order to reach the different meanings, you have to cut down/ to deconstruct the word. In literature, this theory shows that a work of art can be understood according to different theories in different ways.  This is the deconstruction. This is what Bhabha is using here. this is actually a post-structural method. Deconstruction depends mainly on post-structuralism. Deconstruction is the theory/ the idea and post-structuralism is the method. So, they are connected together. They complete each other.
-What is the meaning of hybrid?  It is crossbreeding. When you have two species and you want to bring a third kind out of those two, you crossbreed. It is done actually with animals more to bring out breeds and good kinds of animals. Here Bhabha is using it for culture. It is cross-culture; something that you take from two cultures and put them together to bring a third kind of culture.
-Bakhtin said that language is social event and it is dialogic. So, here the idea of Bakhtin of language as being dialogic is used by Homi Bhabha. So, you can make use of both of them.
-If we consider colonialism political (something has to do with politic it is the invasion of one country to another and trying to control it and taking its riches by governing it), so politically is controlling it. This is also something has to do with culture. It is not only politically controlling it, but it is also culturally, religiously, morally, and economically influencing the culture. Here there is a close connection between politics and culture.
-There is something that you have to bear in mind which Bhabha is doing and Said is refusing to do and that is accepting the differences. The colonizer is different from the colonized and the culture of each is different from the other. But according to Bhabha, we have as colonized people to accept the colonizer’s culture, identity, politics, economy and everything, but according to Said it is different. We have to resist. Edward Said was dealing with the idea as the west as being superior and the east as being inferior and the relation. Bhabha is saying they are different; not equal. Said was trying to find an equality between them that there is something in the west that has been taken from the east and something in the east that was affected from the west, but they are equal. Bhabha is not using this equality. He says they are different and they affect each other.
- Bhabha was speaking more about the intellectual/ those who were educated and went abroad and lives in Europe and in the State/ those who were able to see this mixture/ this hybridity, whereas the people who remain in India maybe they were not really affected like the educated people.
-So, you explained the text. You started giving us the story/ the narrative and what happened at the beginning. Although the text is short one and it is only three or four pages, but it starts with this incident of the tree and the people sitting under the tree wearing white and discussing the words of God and the book that they considered as a miracle but then as an outsider, he was asking them what they are doing and he discovered that they were discussing the Bible. 
He was showing in the essay how the English Book which is the Bible in this case was affecting the people to the extent that they were mimicking/ imitating what was in the Bible without knowing that it is the Bible because it was the translation;  the English version of the Bible. So, people tend to imitate and if they imitate, they are affected and from there comes the idea of hybridity. Then he moves to the definition of hypridity, the resistance, the post-structuralism, and the deconstructive methods of criticism. In the text he starts with the English Book and then he moves to the theory. Now this shows us what Bhabha intended to do and what he meant by hybrid cultures and hybridity in general.
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