Drama  The first lecture:                                                                                                         
We are going to take two plays in this semester; ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller and ‘Look Back in Anger’ by John Osborne.  
Suppose I tell you that the writer of this play; Arthur Miller, first wrote it in the year 1953 but actually the play is about a time in the year 1692; late 17th century. Nowadays we are 2012.  I want you while you are reading the play to keep the three dates in mind. The play must be relevant to our present moment. Up till now Hollywood directors are making movies about the play and up till now people are going to watch these movies and people are reading the play. It was written at a certain moment. The playwright went back to the past. He was living in the 20th century but he went back to the 17th century. So, there is some relation. You have three different times all the time and this makes the analysis a bit more difficult but a bit more interesting. 1953 is after the World War II. There must be something important about World War II and that is why you are hearing the word many times. The present time we are living in/ the way the world is divided/ the way we have the U.S.A as the main power in our glob on earth, this way actually has its roots to the time after the World War. This system/ this way of being started after the World War II. During the World War, America at the beginning was neutral. It was not taking part in the war and it was not known to be that powerful. The war was taking place between different European nations and Japan as well. But then something happened and America interfered. Japan hit the navy of America Pearl harbor and American decided to hit and it joined the war and at one moment it threw the atomic bomb of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the war ended by the defeat of the Nazi Germany and Japan and the victory of America and other western nations like England and France. 
Nowadays when we are saying that we have the U.S.A as the main world power, this was born after the World War II and that is why it is an important turning point in our modern history/ that is why you all the time hear us referring to it.  This war was really influential. It shaped the history. It shaped the way our world is up till today. 
After the war the whole world was divided into two camps. We have the camp of the U.S.A and the opposite camp which was called the Soviet Union. It included Russia and it included many other countries. So, the whole world was divided between the U.S.A and the Soviet Union. There was a sort of rivalry/ competition between them. This one wanted to reach outer space before that one. This one wanted to make atomic bombs before that one, etc. When you have competition and we have an expression for that which is the Cold War (the Cold War era). It is when we had America and the Soviet Union dividing the world between them and having competition and rivalry. When we are having competition, each one wants to know the news about the other, so there were spies all the time. We have a theme of espionage. And even the movies (very famous series of James Bond movies) are all set in this Cold War era. This is only to show you that literature and cinema are part of our life. It is not that suddenly someone invented the James Bond character and the James Bond movies out of nowhere. Actually it was to be part of the Cold War. If you watch the movies in a knowledgeable way, all the time you discover that the western side is winning at the end and if there are people from Russia or Poland or any of these eastern countries, you are watching the movie and you say I hate them, they look to be evil and cold but this is because this is Hollywood or this is the American side representing the other sides. 
All these things about Cold War and espionage and the Soviet Union and the United States are very important because this is the context/ this is what was happening when Arthur Miller decided to write the play. It was written in 1952 and it was first performed in 1953 and this is the context in which it was written. 
The Soviet Union has a certain ideology called the communist ideology (communism). This is supposed opposite to the American capitalism or the American democracy. At that time, in the United States around the beginning of the 1950s, there was an atmosphere of terror or severe fear/ fear against communism. There was a phobia at that time against communism. All the time, they would write articles, books, movies and things about what would happen if suddenly Russia was able to invade America/ what would happen if the American spies who are working for Russia would take our secret and give it to Moscow/ what would happen if we go to bed one night and then we wake in the morning and there are Russian army invading our country. So, there was a sort of phobia. This phobia sometimes is called anti-communism or is called a phobia against the red terror. The color red is a symbol of communism. So, they had something called the red terror; we are terrified of communism/ what will happen if the communists come and take our country or change our lifestyle/ our democracy/ our capitalism. They are not saying that. They had evidence of this, like nowadays when we have phobia against Islam, we are not saying that they are correct or accurate, but this is the atmosphere that was prevailing in America at that time; an atmosphere against communism/ an anti-communist atmosphere/ a fear or red terror. A senator in the U.S. Senate/ someone called Senator McCarthy was leading the fight against communism at that time. He even had a committee and he called this committee the House Committee on Un-American Activities. The word house stands for the house of the senate. This House Committee on Un-American Activities used to accuse people. If you are a famous person, a writer, a director, a teacher or someone who would influence people/ someone who is meeting people and talking to them, maybe this committee would come and say we think that you are a communist or maybe you are a spy for the communists. We want you to come and stand in front of our committee and we will have a sort of investigation. We will be asking you certain questions and either you will be innocent or guilty and maybe we will send you to trial or you will lose your job or lose your friends. It was not a very nice thing to be asked to stand before the Committee of Un-American Activities. Arthur Miller was one of many famous people who were asked to stand in front of this committee. He was called and investigated by the committee. They said we think that you are a communist. In your writing you are talking about a quality between all people, you are talking about people having good incomes and you do not want the working class to be such that, you are calling for the rights of that. We think that you are communist. The bad thing about this committee is that they would not only accuse you but they would you to name names (naming names) like who are your friends/ who do you talk with/ who do you meet with/ are you/ give us a list of names and if you are cooperative and you give us the list of names, we will say that you are innocent and we will let you go. Many famous people were called and investigated by the committee. Miller would not name any name. He said I would not name names/ I would not tell you anything. I am free to talk about myself and to say what I believe but I am not free to give you the names of anybody. They were not happy with him at all. It was a form of trauma that left a mark on all his writings.  
Miller just died recently/ a few years ago. He died in 2003. He was very famous. Some people would consider him the number one American dramatist in this century/ in the modern age. He wrote plays mainly but he wrote also many critical essays about drama and about his plays. And he would write about the drama theory in general ad about social problems. Some people consider him a social critic. He is a very influential figure. 
I am falsely accused by the committee and I refuse to name any name and I suffer because of that, then I go and write a play. I have two ways; either I write a direct play in which I mention America and the Soviet Union, communism and the McCarthyism or I write in a totally different way which we shall call it indirect or that it does not at all mention the word communism or the word macartism or anything. I go back to the 17th century and I put my play in the 17th century. This is one reason why my play turns out to be great literature because I want to tell you something. If your play is just propaganda, some years will pass and your play will become old-fashioned; nobody is going read it. But if you want to write great art/ real literature/ something that can be read and enjoyed all along the ages, then you need to go to certain things that can be found in any place and in any community. Even if you write a particular place and a particular time but you write about it in a way that makes it universal significance and anybody who is reading it can identify with parts of it. This is what happened in his play. He goes back to the 17th century. The 17th century of America is like the beginning of history. It is not like the 17th century of Europe when they already had Shakespeare and Milton and they were great nations and they had civilization. America in the 17th century was just beginning to become a country. It was very primitive. So, he was writing about a very primitive community/ about a village/ about a forming community living in a small place called Salem. There is a Salem village and a Salem town. This Salem village is in the place called Massachusetts. It was not a state at that time because all America was part of England. They were colonies attached to England. They were called the American colonies. So, this place was called the colony of Massachusetts and the Salem village inside the colony of Massachusetts. People are very primitive and farming and something happened in history. He took this something and he wrote a play about it. I want to refresh your memory about the beginning of American history. For example, Christopher Columbus discovered America two hundred years before that time. And still there were very few Europeans living in America at that time. The whole population was very few. What is your general idea about these Europeans whether from England or Europe who went to America? 
You would think of their collective character as a character of the colonizer. Even if I call them settlers, these settlers are colonizers. So, one of the characteristics is that they are colonizers and violators. 
A student: they were criminal exiled in America. 
And also we all know that when English government take some criminals and put them in ships and send them faraway places. They can plant the land and be useful and then we are going to get rid of them and of all the trouble they are causing here in England. So, they can be criminals and they were sent as a punishment.
If we look at the Americans of today, we can say your ancestors were violent people. Maybe they were people who were physically strong and tall and they were able to survive when they went to a new place with new weather conditions. They were able to kill the natives and to take their place. So, there is an element of violence. Maybe there is an element of courage and bravery as well and an element of a desire for adventure and maybe there is a criminal element. Some of them were criminal and there were being sent as a punishment.
This is the idea that comes to mind or maybe they were gold seekers/ fortune seekers. Maybe they were very poor. Sometimes they call the new places El Dorado like the land of gold/ as if when you go there, you will find a lot of gold and you can become rich. So, they were either people who were criminals or people who wanted to make their fortune easily by finding this abundant gold or people who wanted to make their fortune by planting the land and taking the land out of the natives. This is the idea. But we usually forget that some people left Europe because they were persecuted from a religious point of view. Religiously speaking, they did not have religious freedom in England. They were abused by the English government. They were persecuted. 
We have something called the Church of England around the Elizabethan time/ around the time of Shakespeare. Any English people who belong to any other religious sects were being persecuted. They were abused. They were not allowed to practice their religions and sometimes they were even tortured and jailed. Some of these people are called the puritans. These puritans are what we are interested in because these puritans decided to leave England. Some of the puritans who lived in England and they wanted to escape because of the religious persecution, they thought of going to a place in the middle of Europe called the Nederland (Holland) because in this country the religion was similar a bit to the puritan religion. If you went to live in the Nederland, nobody will persecute you. You would be treated equally. The puritans speak English and they have an English background. But if they took living in another country speaking a foreign language and having a foreign culture, maybe after one or two generation their children/ offspring will no longer know about England and the English language. So, they started having these cultural fears. Somebody made a very good suggestion. Some rich business man who belonged to the puritan sect told them I am willing to give you money. We can buy a ship. Actually the ship is one of the topics that you can research. It is very famous in American culture. It is called the Mayflower. So, I will get you a ship called the Mayflower and I will put you aboard the ship and you can go to the Atlantic and you can make a settlement and in this settlement you can have your religious freedom and you can practice your beliefs. Nobody is going to persecute you. So, the people that you will read about in the play are these puritans who were persecuted in England during the 16th and the 17th centuries and they have to escape and to go to the Nederland in Europe. And then because they feared of losing their culture, they wanted to have the community where they can practice the English language and practice their religious beliefs without any persecution and they got this idea about going to this place. 
If you are going to this place, the east coast is the first place you will go to. Even nowadays there is a place called Massachusetts. It is a state in New England. There is a place called New England because sometimes when you are leaving your home, sometimes you give the new place the similar name to remind you of home. So, if we are English people and we are coming here, we will call it New England. There are four states nowadays; Massachusetts is one of them and the four states are called New England. This is our setting; New England and in particular the Massachusetts colony because it belonged to the English crown (The English king or king was governing the whole things) and a small village inside Massachusetts called Salem. So, this is the setting: Salem village inside the Massachusetts colony inside the area called New England which is near the eastern coast of the United States. 
These puritans went there. They had a community. These puritans are very interesting people. They believed in certain things. And we will never understand the play unless we know how these puritans believed in things. They were very strict people. Everything was not allowed. They needed to wear very dark clothes. They needed to work very hard. Women would never have any accessories or ornaments. They needed to pray all the time and work hard all the time and nothing at all was allowed. And people would watch each other. I would watch my neighbor and say he does not go to church and the pries would have a list of names (you did not come last Sunday or you were absent the last term for three times). It is very strict community with very special characteristics. 
Their religion is problematic. Their religion itself is criticized by Miller and by many other writers. Many people say they were hypocrites. When you are all the time watch others and how many times he comes to church, maybe he go to church but he is no good inside. So, they were people who care more about appearances. They did not care about their moral conscious. They thought that they could judge the morals of others (this is very important theme in Miller in general in all his works). Your individual conscious is never easy to be judge by others. We can judge my outer actions but you can never really know what I am inside. Nobody can get inside someone else and discover what they are. 
When you read what was happening in Salem/ Massachusetts towards the end of the 17th century, you will know why Miller chose this story. It is a story that really happened in history; a story about witchcraft. It is not about politics, not about communism, not about McCarthyism. It is about witchcraft. Witchcraft was a very dangerous accusation at that time. If someone would accuse someone of being a witch, it was a fatal. You are condemning her to die and to die like a very painful death, not only women (mainly women) but sometimes men were accused of being witchcraft as well. Miller in a very indirect way without ever talking directly about communism or McCarthyism (McCarthyism stand for anyone who is having false accusation/ accusing people without any evidence) or any of these things was able to draw many parallels between what happened back in 1692 and what was happening at his time in 1953. And we can also draw parallels between what is happening now in 2012.
So, you have three times and they are overlapping and interacting. Keep this in mind all the time. 
At the end Dr. Maha tells the students about the topics which they are going to write about:
-Write about America in the 1950s. Focus in particular about the Cold War era. 
- Write about America in the 1950s. Focus on McCarthyism. 
-The anti-communism. 
- The House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
-Write about Miller/ about his biography/ about his personal life. The most important is about his politics and his work in general.
-Write about a play called ‘All My Sons’ by Miller. Write about it in general especially about this topic something called the moral imperative which is very important in Arthur Miller’s drama in general. 
-Write about a play called ‘Death of a Salesman’ by Miller. Write about the play in general and see how the play shows the moral imperative of Arthur Miller. 
-Write about the trial scene in Miller’s plays in general.     
-Write about difference between past and present/ the difference between the time of writing the play and the time of the events of the play. Is there a difference? Is there a similarity? Make a comparison between them and show us the conclusion you can reach. 
-Write about the concept of the Other and tell us how it can be applied to our play ‘The Crucible’. 
-The play is built on a historical event; the Salem witch trials. Tell us what happened in history.
-Write about the Pilgrim Fathers and write about the Mayflower. 
-Write about New England Puritanism. 
-Write about ‘The Scarlet Letter’ novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It is very much related to the play. 
-Write about the narrative and the dramatic techniques in our play. ‘The Crucible’ is a play but it has pages of narration. So he is using two techniques; a technique as a novel and a technique as drama. I want you to focus on narrative and dramatic techniques. 
(Notice: the play is written in modern English. It is not Shakespearean language but you will feel it is a bit strange. It is a bit different from what modern English usually sounds like. They were Americans and they were living in the 17th century and most of them were not very educated. Sometimes the ‘is’ and the ‘are’ in particular are used interchangeably. This is not a spelling mistake/ it is not a print mistake; it is meant by the play. It will give you an idea of old times a bit/ old people who are not very educated or civilized. And you will notice that there is a black character. There is a black slave/ a woman called Tituba. Tituba is talking in a way different from the other characters. Because she is black and because she is coming from one of the Caribbean islands, Barbados, she has a special way of talking. And you will notice that there is a certain title. Many of the women in the play are called Goody, for example, Goody Proc-tor. It is a title of respect in this puritan community. You can make the connection between good and evil or how these people are very virtuous and they respect good qualities and morality. So, they are calling the respectable ladies of their community Goody….., like a title of respect.)
-There are three different terms. They have similar meanings, not the exact meaning but a bit similar. One term is called Mass hysteria. Another term is called crowed psychology. A third term is called mob mentality. 
-Miller is using understatement in ‘The Crucible’. This understatement has a certain effect on the reader and the audience. Write about this.
-There is something called theocracy. When there is a government governing manly by religion, we call it a theocracy. We can consider the Salem community as a theocracy and I want you to research what is meant by this term and how it applies to the play.
-There is something called محاكم التفتيش. It is called in English the Medieval Inquisition. It will be so much related to the witch trials and so much related to what is happening in our play. 
-The public confession and the individual conscious are very important themes in Miller. There is a contrast between them and the play is discussing this contrast. 
-The frontier experience: American literature sometimes is talking about it. I want you to write what is the relation between the community of Salem (this small village in which the play is taking place) in ‘The Crucible’ and the frontier experience in general.
-Certain groups are vulnerable or marginalized in any society. What can you find about these groups in relation to ‘The Crucible’? 
-I will get you a few pages from this book ‘Modern Tragedy’. It is a very famous book by Raymond Williams because our play is modern tragedy and Raymond Williams is writing about the play maybe in two or three pages, but in general I want you just to about this book. In this case, maybe you can try to find something relating William’s book to ‘The Crucible’. In his book he talks about Miller in general. 
-the last topic is about the second play. The second play is British drama. There is a phenomenon called the angry young men phenomenon. It was a literary phenomenon that happened in England in the 1950s. Write about it. 
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