Drama  The 2nd lecture:                                                                                                                                            
The Crucible
 By Arthur Miller
One of the main characters is Reverend Parris. He is the man of religion. And his daughter is Betty Parris. His niece is Abigail Williams. And we have John Proctor and his wife Elizabeth Proctor.  And we have Tituba. 
Tituba is a black slave who works at the house of Reverend family.  Abigail is a very interesting character and maybe she is the female protagonist. She is young woman and she is related to Reverend Paris; she is his niece. She is an orphan; she does not have any parents, and she lives in his home. Reverend Parris is like a father figure to her. But she used to work as a servant at the house of the Proctors; John and Elizabeth Proctor. She seems to be having a sort of an affair John. Her problem is the forbidden love because John Proctor is a married man. And this is a very strict religious puritan society and young women are not supposed to be in love with married men. So, this forbidden love that she feels for John Proctor is one of the main forces that are moving the whole play. When you are reading the play, you will find that there are certain forces that make the events or the actions move in this direction or that. And the forbidden love of Abigail (and the fact that she cannot control her feelings) is the main force. 
  Betty Parris is the daughter of Reverend Parris. She was suffering a sort of mysterious illness; nobody knows the clinical or the medical reasons for her illness. 
So, there is someone who is sick and there is the father trying to guess the mysterious reason for this sickness. And there seems to be some dark forces like forbidden love, witchcraft and marriage. 
We have a double technique in this play. We have a narrative technique as if this is a novel plus a dramatic technique which is the dialogue between the characters. 
In any play usually you have a dialogue and sometimes you have some stage directions. In this play, things are different. It is not about stage directions or dialogues. It is like narration. It is like you have a novelist narrating and analyzing plus the dialogue that you are waiting for.  
Let us read from the very beginning. 
ACT ONE 
(AN OVERTURE) 


(A small upper bedroom in the home of Reverend Samuel Parris, Salem, Massachusetts, in the spring of the year 1692.)
You are given the setting; the time and the place setting. It is a small bedroom in the house of the Reverend Parris and the town is Salem in Massachusetts colony. The time is spring of the year 1692. 
(There is a narrow window at the left. Through its leaded panes the morning sunlight streams. A candle still burns near the bed, which is at the right. A chest, a chair, and a small table are the other furnishings. At the back a door opens on the landing of the stairway to the ground floor.)
Many people are going to be coming to the house in this act. We will just hear that they are downstairs and our stage is supposed to be the upstairs bedroom. We will hear their voices and we will hear that there is a crowd but we will not see all of them unless they come one by one to the bedroom. 
(The room gives op an air of clean spareness. The roof rafters are exposed, and the wood colors are raw and unmellowed.)
This is a raw community. It is like a new community. These people have just come from Europe and they have just settled in this place and even the wood that they are using in the rafters of the roof of the house, the wood of the window or the furnishings. The wood is simple and unpainted; it is not furnished and polished (no ornament/ nothing luxurious). This reflects the creed or the religion of the people. They are puritans. The New England Puritanism is one of our main topics. Because they are puritans, they would thing that it is a sin if I have ornaments at my home or if the furnishing is having all these shapes, drawings and painting on it. I just need a bed to lie on. it has to be a very simple bed. 
(As the curtain rises, Reverend Parris is discovered kneeling be-side the bed, evidently in prayer. His daughter, Betty Parris, aged ten, is lying on the bed, inert.)
If our play has a theme of religion and the first thing we see is someone kneeling and praying, it like gives an atmosphere to the whole play. 
(inert)= someone is lying motionless/ lifeless/ not moving/ not speaking, as is she is dead. We only know that she is living because she is breathing. 
If we stop here after this part, this is the part that usually we used to call stage directions. We know what is happening, who the characters are, this person is kneeling, this person is lying on bed, the rooms looks like so and there is a window here, etc.  
(At the time of these events Parris was in his middle forties. In history he cut a villainous path, and there is very little good to be said for him. He believed he was being persecuted wherever he went, despite his best efforts to win people and God to his side. In meeting, he felt insulted if someone rose to shut the door without first asking his permission. He was a widower with no interest in children, or talent with them. He regarded them as young adults, and until this strange crisis he, like the rest of Salem, never conceived that the children were anything but thankful for being permitted to walk straight, eyes slightly low-ered, arms at the sides, and mouths shut until bidden to speak.)
This is a character analyses. We are not talking about stage directions now. It is like we are having a novelist and analyzing the character for us. We have a character of a man of religion in his middle forties. When you read what Miller has written about him, you can get the feeling that the narrator (Miller) is not very admiring of the character of Reverend Parris. He does not come straight forward and tell you that I do not like the man but when you read the lines, you get this impression. It seems that he is a man who cares about his reputation. He is a man who suffers from some psychological complex (he feels persecuted). Last time we mentioned that these people/ the New Englanders/ the people of Salem Massachusetts were persecuted back home in England. They left England because of persecution to go to the Nederland. Then they left Netherland and came to America. In American, they are not persecuted by anybody. They are supposed to be practicing their religion in a free way, but sometimes when you are persecuted for some time even when you are removed out of the persecuting situation, you still have the feeling that people are persecuting you. What is more dangerous is that he says even God is persecuting him or this is the feeling of the man (no matter how fight to win people, I fail/ no matter how I fight to win God, I fail). I am persecuted; nobody likes me. This is a man with a number of psychological problems. He is not a man having an open character. He can be a man of religion. Maybe he is praying all the time and reading the Bible, but psychologically speaking, he is unhealthy. The narrator is telling us that we are about to face a crisis and he is telling us the character of the Revered Parris so that we can expect how he will deal with the crisis he is faced. 
There is also a part that tells us how the man is not very tender with children and not very sympathetic. He is a widower and he has an only child/daughter. He is treating her as if she is a young adult. And this is not a nice thing because treating children as adults, this means that you are not allowing them to be children. If you are a child and you make some mistakes, I will forgive you, but when I treat you as an adult, it means no excuses; you are supposed to know what is right and to do it and what is wrong and not to do it. Another important theme of our play is intolerance in the way that the Reverend is treating children. More importantly, this sentence about the Revered and children is expanded. It becomes general when he tells you like the rest of Salem community. These maybe are very religious people. They are puritans. Maybe they would not lie or steal, but they are intolerant, strict, cruel and hard. They think that if you are a child, you must be very grateful/ you must thank God just because you are allowed to be having your mouth shut and your arms by your side and not to speak unless you are spoken to. 
So, from the very beginning, you are expecting that although this community has superior morals in the strict sense but maybe they are not happy and maybe there are certain problems in the way that they are treating things and maybe the problems can cause tragic effects or can cause victims sometimes.  
(His house stood in the “town” - but we today would hardly call it a village.)
The house of the Reverend is in the Salem town. 
(The meeting house was nearby, and from this point outward - toward the bay or inland - there were a few small-windowed, dark houses snuggling against the raw Massa-chusetts winter.)
The meeting house= is the church of the puritan. 
(The meeting house was nearby, and from this point outward - toward the bay or inland - there were a few small-windowed, dark houses snuggling against the raw Massa-chusetts winter.)
Again he is telling us the setting. They are in a very cold country. The houses have very small windows. Maybe inside the house it is dark. There was no electricity at that time just the candles. So, it is like a dark atmosphere pervades the whole story. And he is giving us some geographical information. We have the inland and we have the bay. Either you are looking towards the Atlantic Ocean or there is a bay called the Massachusetts Bay, or you have the inland/ the wilderness/ the forest/ the inland of the whole American continent. 
I want you to think of these people as people living in frontier society. The frontier experience was one of our topics. If we are borderline society, it means we are at the edges of civilizations. One the one hand, we have the Atlantic Ocean that would connect us with Europe and with the civilized world and on the other land, we have inland. If we go inside, we have the dark forests/ we have a continent that nobody has known before. These people were living under harsh circumstances and these circumstances can explain some of what they did. Arthur Miller is not about to condemn, judge them and to say that they are bad people. He is trying to understand these people did something. There was some sort of madness/ hysteria and some people die because of this madness. So, why did this happen if they are so great and so religious?!! He is trying to understand. And also we are not to do this. We are only trying to understand the situation that happened at a certain place and a certain time. The situation is relevant not only at the time of the play the 17th century, but also during the mid 1950s when Miller was persecuted and when he wrote his book and even today in 2012; it is still relevant.   
(Salem had been established hardly forty years before. To the European world the whole province was a bar-baric frontier inhabited by a sect of fanatics who, nevertheless, were shipping out products of slowly increasing quantity and value.)
He is telling you now the point of view of Europeans. If you are someone living in England or in Europe, you will see these people as fanatics/ as extremists. And you see them as useful people because they are sending us things that we want for our factories in Europe to work; they send us wood. They are fanatics but useful fanatics/ hard-working fanatics/ fanatics that have economic values. 
(No one can really know what their lives were like.)
This is the narrator again telling us you have to excuse me because maybe I am imaging a bit because I read about these people. He says I read history books about these people but not everything was written. It seems that Miller is saying that novels can give us the image of human nature than books and history. He seems to say there are books of history about 17th century America but there are no novels about 17th century America. So when I want to read the books of history, I found certain things but the other things I could find in the novels are not there because I could find no novels. 
(They had no novelists - and would not have permitted anyone to read a novel if one were handy.)
Now we are talking about their strictness. We do not have novels and we do not allow novels. If you go to Europe and find novels and bring them to Salem, Massachusetts, we are going to burn them because reading novels is a sin and of course writing then is a sin. 
(Their creed forbade anything re-sembling a theater or “vain enjoyment.”)
They do not have theaters also. The words between quotations are words that are used by people of Salem, Massachusetts/ some of them who wrote history books or some of them who wrote religious books. Miller is quoting them. “vain”= useless/ having no value. So according to these people, novels are vain enjoyment. Dancing and singing are very vain enjoyment. So according to these people, none of these activities is allowed. 
(They did not celebrate Christmas, and a holiday from work meant only that they must concentrate even more upon prayer.)
These are people who when they have a holiday, they cannot enjoy themselves. Holiday means I go to pray. I am working very hard all the time but when I have a holiday, I need to spend my holiday time praying. But think about the first part of the sentence. They are not celebrating Christmas. If you read about the puritans, you will find that these people believe that we have the Bile and we must read it and we have to follow what is in it and that’s it; we do not care about Jesus Christ. We have nothing to do with Christmas and it is just vain enjoyment. 
(Which is not to say that nothing broke into this strict and somber way of life.)
Somber= dark/ quiet.   Their lifestyle was very strict and somber. He is sometime they celebrated, what did they celebrate?
(When a new farmhouse was built, friends assembled to “raise the roof,” and there would be special foods cooked and probably some potent cider passed around. There was a good supply of ne’er-do-wells in Salem,)
“raise the roof”= this is another expression that was used by the people of the Salem in the 17th century. 
These are hard-working people. They are working in a frontier society. They have to fight against nature. They have to work very hard. They would welcome any addition to their community if any new family of puritans would come and would start working in the community. And the first thing you do when you want to settle is you are building yourself a house. This is an occasion for celebration. They would go and welcome this new comer and they are raising the roof. Maybe they would cook food and bring the food to this new coming family. They would bring cider, no alcohol and no wine. Cider is made of apples and in this place of the world there was common apple agriculture. So, the festivity that they are having is a celebration of hard work or of the addition of a new element to our community that are working hard. 
Miller is in the 20th century America and he is suffering from something.  He was falsely accused and because he was accused it was a form of persecution.  He was summoned in front of a certain committee and he was told that you are having communist beliefs and communist activities and you must tell us about yourself and you must name names about others. He felt that this is like a form of persecution or abused and he could not believe that he America/ this democratic country is doing this. Then when he went back to history, he found that it has done this at other times before and the Salem is example and he wrote about it.   
When he is talking about these people, he sometimes link the past to the present. Sometimes he will say we inherited this quality out of our ancestor. He is talking about the 20th century America and the 17th century America. For example, he is saying that these people/ the community of Salem are very hard-working and they would accept no enjoyment without use at all but they have a certain quality that was written about ironically, not in admiring way. He would say nobody would mind their own business in this community; everybody would be minding the business of others/ they would be watching others; what others are doing. For example, there would be a person moving in the street and saying why are you not praying? It is the time of the prayer in the church. And I would even go inside the church and I would say you are inside the church but you are not paying attention. Come, I will take your name and I will provide a list of names to the magistrate and you can be punished. You are like judging the conscience of someone.  There is something called public confession and something called the private or the individual conscience. Miller was saying I as an American citizen have my own privacy/ have my own individual conscience. I would not except anyone to come and tell me come, you are not patriotic; you do not love you country. He wanted to say this but he was reflecting it on the Salem community. He was saying that if a committee is going to take the names of people and is going to judge people because they were inside the church but not paying attention, how can you say whether someone is paying attention or not?! He wants to say that there are things that cannot be judged; there are things that are inside you in your conscience. They were doing this in the17th century and they were doing this in the anti-communist committee. He is tackling topics that are very relevant all the time. So, think about confession and conscience. And it is not all the time that he is against these people. He says without these hard-working people who have no luxuries in life at all, we would not have become the wealthiest nation on earth and we would not have become number one power on earth. They thought they are better than others and they are carrying a candle to guide others. So, he says like them we inherited the feeling that we are more responsible than others/ that we are carrying the welfare of the whole earth on our hands and our hands are very capable; as long as I am carrying you in my hands, you will never fall down. So, he says this feeling of being better and responsible of being guiding the world is inherited by Americans even now.   
The puritans of New England did not convert the Indians. This is a historical fact. They did not care about spreading their religion or converting the Indians. The puritan people are like the Jews. They are like God’s chosen people. They think that they went to this place to make a new Jerusalem.  And they think that the people in this place are so inferior. And they think that they are racially superior to these natives. 
(The proof of their belief’s value to them may be taken from the opposite character of the first Jamestown settlement, farther south, in Virginia.)
This part south to Massachusetts is called Virginia. There is a Virginia nowadays and there was a Virginia in the 17th century. It was called the settlement of Virginia or the colony of Virginia. He is saying that if you contrast the people of Salem, Massachusetts with the people of Jamestown, Virginia, you will discover the good points in the Salem people. The Salem people are hard-working and they could face the dangers and the new continent did not terrify them and did not make them fly or escape, but the people of Jamestown (the first settlement those who went to Jamestown, Virginia) escaped after few years and they returned to Europe because this is such hard work and how can we do all this?!! And we have the danger of the Indians; they can attack us at any time. We just came and we thought that we will make some money and gold and we will return. We did not know that it is going to be such a hard job. So, they could not face it and they escaped. So, he wants us to know that without these people, we would have no America nowadays. Miller is giving the good side but there were some bad points and some of these bad points were inherited by the 20th century Americans.  
(But the people of Salem in 1692 were not quite the dedicated folk that arrived on the Mayflower.)
The Mayflower is a ship that carried these people. He is saying that these people of 1692 have lost some of the dedication. About 40 or 50 years have passed and they became less dedicated than they were before. 
(A vast differentiation had taken place, and in their own time a revolution had unseated the royal government and substituted a junta which was at this moment in power. The times, to their eyes, must have been out of joint, and to the common folk must have seemed as insoluble and complicated as do ours today.)
Again in this sentence there is a comparison (as do ours today). He is saying some people came on the Mayflower, but the ones I am telling you about in 1692 are not the same people; they are the second generation or the third generation. They lost from the dedication that their ancestors had plus the other element; there was political instability. And he is referring to a revolution that happened in England. There was a revolution sometimes called glorious revolution in 1688 and a king was removed and another government came. Even the religion, there were Protestants and then Catholics came for few years and then they would be removed and so on. So, there was instability and the people of Salem could feel the instability. 
(It is not hard to see how easily many could have been led to believe that the time of confusion had been brought upon them by deep and darkling forces. No hint of such speculation appears on the court record, but social disorder in any age breeds such mystical suspicions, and when, as in Salem, wonders are brought forth from below the social surface, it is too much to expect people to hold back very long from laying on the victims with all the force of their frustrations.)
He mentioned something called the court record. He is referring to the record/ the documents that were kept by the court during the time of the Salem witch trials. Before writing his play, Miller went and checked the court documents. These are the sources that he depended on. He says that nobody on the court records mentions the revolution in England and nobody mentions the political instability or the social instability. But we can make our guess. The time of the court was 1692 and the revolution and the political instability were at the same time almost. So when people are having social unrest, they get very suspicious/ frightened. Sometimes when you are afraid, you will accuse others. If I accuse someone else, maybe this will make me feel safer. So, times of social and political unrest will cause people to do things that they would not do under normal situation. And of course they play is about things which are madness.   
 A student: why Arthur Miller used a narrative technique?
The doctor: When we are talking about narratives, most of you think that play is easier than novel. This can have to do with the length of the play. Most of the plays are shorter than most of the novels. But there is another factor. Drama is a direct medium like you are reading the dialogue immediately and there is no mediator between you and the dialogue itself. You are hearing the people they are talking. You can get to know about the plot, the characters or the theme directly through the dialogue. But when we have a novel or a narrative and the narrative has his/ her point of view and his/ her point of view is never objective (I just said we are all humans and we all have our personal preferences/ our personal likes and dislikes), so maybe my point of view as a narrator will agree with point of view as a reader and maybe you as a reader will feel uncomfortable and will say this man is biased or this man is prejudice. So, you are engaging with the narrator who is telling you the plot and the narrator who is telling you the characters. all the time you have to be careful, is this narrator just being very objective or maybe when he is telling me something about the character, this is only his point of view. Also sometimes you have multiple narrators and multiple points of view. And sometimes you have different degrees/ layers. You have the upper layer and this is the narrator and then he is telling you that this person told me this, so he is taking you to a deeper layer of another narrator. The more layers you have the more inaccuracies you have. Arthur Miller does not say negative things openly/ directly. He sometimes says a sentence and if you just take every single word of this sentence, there is nothing wrong with it, but if you take the whole sentence as a whole, of course you can feel that he is making some negative points about the Salem community. So, narrative technique would give him some chance more than the dramatic technique. He wants to connect past and present. He wants to connect the American nation as it was in the 17th century and what it becomes today. The narrative technique allows him to do this.  
P21:
Our play is tragedy. He is talking about the historical tragedy. 
(The Salem tragedy, which is about to begin in these pages, developed from a paradox. It is a paradox in whose grip we still live, and there is no prospect yet that we will discover its res-olution.
This is the origin of the tragedy, it was a paradox. There was a paradox between the past and this paradox caused the tragedy. We are still living the same paradox and it does not seem that we are going to resolve it in the future. 
Simply, it was this: for good purposes, even high pur-poses, the people of Salem developed a theocracy, a combine of state and religious power whose function was to keep the com-munity together, and to prevent any kind of disunity that might open it to destruction by material or ideological enemies.
He is saying that the community of Salem was a theocracy. It means that it was ruled by a combination of political power and religious power. This town of Salem had religious and political leader. They did this not because they were bad/ not because they wanted to victimize others. They did this for a very great purpose. They wanted to keep the community togeter to be able to face all the dangers that might come to them whether material or ideological. If the natives are going to kill us, this is a material danger. If the weather conditions are very harsh, this is a material danger. The ideological danger is someone who believes in something different from me/ someone who is coming and fights me.
It was forged for a necessary purpose and accomplished that pur-pose.
We had a theocracy to protect ourselves against ideological and material dangers and we succeeded. 
But all organization is and must be grounded on the idea of exclusion and prohibition, just as two objects cannot occupy the same space.
These are very great philosophical words. If I say that we are building a community and we want to do this and that to protect our ideas, our lives and our property, it means that there is the idea of exclusion. Only the people who believe in this are good or only the people who do that are accepted as part of the community. If you are different in any way, you are not accepted (The idea of prohibition that you are not allowed to this or that/ exclusion). He wants to say this is the nature of things. Any human society wants to protect itself will have certain rules and the rules will include exclusion and prohibition. You prohibit certain things and you prohibit certain people from coming and you exclude certain people from belonging. These two ideas are related. This is the paradox. We cannot build a good community unless having prohibition and exclusion. 
Evidently the time came in New England when the repressions of order were heavier than seemed warranted by the dangers against which the order was organized. The witch-hunt was a perverse manifestation of the panic which set in among all classes when the balance began to turn toward greater individual freedom.
At the beginning of the Salem community, we wanted to have very strict order. We were afraid nature/ of forest/ of the natives/ of England sending an army to fight us. We are afraid of all these things so we needed to have strict order. After sometime when our community was established, people started thinking about freedom. It would be nice if we can enjoy some individual freedom; we cannot be having rules and orders all the time. And some people started thinking against freedom. What will happen if we get some freedom?! Maybe the freedom is going to kills and maybe we will return to our barbaric way/ maybe we will lose our religion. Sometimes in psychology when you are afraid and having a collective panic over the whole community, it can take any manifestation. It can appear in any way, not necessarily as panic. The word of witch-hunt is like you are accusing people of being witches and trying to find them and killing them. Usually the people who are accused are the weakest part of the society/ the vulnerable/ the marginalized. He is speaking about human facts, not only about the Salem Society. 99% of those accused of witchcraft and magic were women, especially women without families. He wants to say this is the way of things. All the time in any community, it can happen. We will have orders. We will build a very strong society. And then people will want freedoms and you can never keep the balance between freedom and order. We can never be sure of the balance. And people will get panic. He says this is what the panic was doing in the Cold War era when some Americans were afraid, maybe Russian are going to come and colonize our country. They had a danger about communism overtaking their country and changing their life. And they were in panic and because they were in panic: let us accuse 200 or 300 people and put them in trial and even if they are victims, they would be like a sacrifice.
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