Drama    The 5th lecture
Act II
Today we are going to finish act II. The setting is in the house of John Proctor and Elizabeth Proctor and because of that you get the feeling that they are the focus of act two. And it ends by the arrest of Elizabeth Proctor. You say that there is a very rapid movement and things are getting complicated, out of control and out of hand and Abigail and her group are starting to become very powerful and authoritative in this community. 
There is a very interesting point that we will expand on that this Reverend Hale sounds to visit the Proctors and we are told they are not the only house that he has been going to visit the houses of Salem and he wants to search, but he does not search for a material evidence; he is searching the hearts/ the souls of the people which is a very dangerous thing. 
 Mary Warren is the servant of the Proctors. We have seen her in act one and nothing was special about her. In act II, we feel that there is some change. You mentioned the part about how she makes a puppet and she gives it to Elizabeth which is like there is a good relation between the mistress and her servant or like the servant is a well-intentioned young lady, but later things are going to change in a very strange manner.
And for the first time we are seeing husband and wife (John Proctor and Elizabeth Proctor) in domestic sphere and we can see some tension. One of the main reasons of the tension is that he has an affair with Abigail. He mentions confession as something in the past. Confession is a very important theme and a very important issue in our play in general. If you have a play about trial, judgments, arrest, accusations and evidence, of course confession will be an important thing. He does not confess in front of us in act II, but he mentioned that there was some confession about some sort of relation between him and Abigail. 
A lot of people will agree with you that Elizabeth is presented a coldhearted woman. But let me remind you we are not making negative judgments against anybody. You are seeing the person as a whole person. Nobody is perfect; I have my good points and my weak points. So, Elizabeth as a whole is a good person, a good wife, a good mother and a good Christian. But maybe there is some lack of passion in the relation with her husband.
The details of the play are important because in a play, if I am Arthur Miller and I am writing a play, I am not giving you a general statement. You do not see a sentence that says Elizabeth is a cold woman or there is tension in the relation between husband and wife or Mary Warren has changed a lot. You do not read any of these terms. But you see very small details and from the details you start getting an idea about maybe there is some lack of passion in the character of this woman or maybe this is the reason why her husband should go and seek another relation. Of course we are not excusing him or we are not accepting it but we are trying to understand what would make a husband who is a puritan and a very religious man to go and desire another woman. Can give you me some detail from act two why do you call her cold? You mean that she was responding passionately; she was accepting the case in a passive way. Any other details?  
A student: a lack of trust him
The doctor: the part about passively receiving his cases would explain, but her lack of trust of him does not explain why she is cold. 
When he first entered at the beginning of act II, he is coming of a hard work and he has been working from the dawn till the late night. And his wife is upstairs with the kids and there is the meal that they will be eating and he tastes it (does it lack something? It lacks some salt). And he is the one who is adding the salt. And when she comes and asks him what about the taste of the stew, he says it is well seasoned. Of course it was not but he is the one who added things to it. Take this a symbol. If I am adding salt behind my wife’s back because she is a person who would not put enough salt in food and she would not put enough spices in food although she knows that I like it the be seasoned and spicy, this can be like something symbolic that their marriage in general is lacking this salt or this spice that makes food delicious and nice to eat. It seems something is lacking in the relationship. Again we are not taking this as an excuse for the man to be unfaithful or not. It is not our job. W are not lawyers to defend him or to judge him negatively or to positively. We are just trying to understand because if it is good play, there should not be any contradictions. I should not tell you that this person is pious and then he was unfaithful to his wife. Food literature is not about contradictions. It is about human nature; how it is. 
So, act II is set is the domestic sphere of the Proctors. The whole act begins and ends at the house of the Proctors. The house is in one of the farms surrounding Salem Village. You get to know that John Proctor has forbidden his household from going to Salem. He thought the village is getting mad or crazy or there is trouble there, so maybe if I just stick to my farm and I return to my house and nobody in my house goes to the village of Salem and meets the people, maybe we will be safe or secure. He was thinking about security/ safety of his household and he thought that being isolated away from the village and not going to the village will help to give him safety and gives his family the safety. Of course act II shows that this is not at all the case. Even the members of his household someone like Mary Warren is going to disobey him. She used to be very obedient, shy and timid and he is the master and she respects him and loves him, but there is a change come over Mary Warren. And the change that has come over Mary Warren is a reflection of the change that is happening all through the villagers and all through the people of Salem. She is not a mouse anymore. You remember this word when Elizabeth used it about her. He is telling her where is Mary and why is not she helping you/ why are you alone? And she said Mary has gone to Salem. And he said what? I forbade anybody in this house to go to Salem. Why is she going? And then she is telling him she is a mouse no more. She is not more afraid, timid or coward. Now she is one of the officials of the court. He starts thinking, what sort of court will make a housemaid/ an ignorant young girl like Mary Warren become an official and give her the authority to accuse people and to judge people and maybe to hang people. We start having some misgivings and some doubts about what sort of court it is. They are not influential people. We are told later that there are very senior judges and that even the Deputy Governor of Massachusetts is coming from Boston and he is the head of the court and that the situation is very important but again there are villagers like Mary Warren and Cheever. In act two there is someone called Ezekiel Cheever mentioned more than once throughout the act and at the end of the act he has a very important role. And he is just a tailor in the village. He is not even a landowner. He makes peoples’ clothes. He used to be like inferior to Proctor and inferior to the farmers who own the big areas of lands, but now I am not Cheever the tailor. As he says towards the end, now I come with all the authority of the law/ with all the weight of the law. Then we remember in act I, somebody was using this exact word, when Reverend Hale came with all his books, he says I come with the authority of knowledge (I come with the weight of the books). And we start thinking that this is a community in which if you are knowledgeable about religion, this gives you authority. If you are a member of the court, then the law gives you the authority but then we start thinking but the authority can be abused. The authority can be used to put innocent people in jail or to hang innocent people or to force innocent people to confess about things about things that they did not do. This people are not criminals. They are people using religion and they are people using the laws and they are people using science and theology. They are using these things but they are abusing them. They are using them to make people lose their lives, reputation, safety or security. This is what makes the play immortal. It is not only about Salem in the 17th century/ not only about America in the 21st century, but it is about anytime and anywhere. It is about human nature. 
It was all set in the house of the Proctors, but it is not only the Proctor family that we see. We get to see so many people we said before that the villagers are to be studied separately and independently. They are not the villagers or the farmers of Salem. Each one of them has a separate story and each one of them is presented as an individual character. 
In act II, there are arrivals those who come to the Proctor’s house and they come for some reason. We have one of the farmers Francis Nurse who is the husband of Rebecca Nurse (or Goody Nurse). The word Goody comes from good wife. It is a short form of a good wife. They want to say that she is good wife nurse because being a good wife would get you to heaven. 
You remember the Putnams; the husband and the wife who they have lost seven of their children while they are still babies or newborns. And now they have discovered that the reason is this pious/ religious lady called Rebecca Nurse. 
Rebecca Nurse was mentioned as a really good soul. You remember when she came to the house of Reverend Paris and she went beside the bed of Betty and this was the only time when Betty was opening her eyes and asking about her dead mother. She is really one of the good souls of Salem. If you go and arrest her and put her in jail by the accusation of witchcraft, it means that you have gone mad. This is like one of the superior women of the community. If Rebecca Nurse can be accused, so anybody can be accused. Actually this is very bad news when we get to hear about this. 
There is another farmer who also came because of his wife was accused of witchcraft and arrested. He is Giles Corey and his wife is Martha Corey. 
This is a farm community. People are supposed to be farming lands and raising cattle and they have sheep and cow and these things. Some of these people were not originally farmers. We know that they have emigrated from other places, so maybe they are not very good. They try to work hard but some of them do not have the necessary skill to be a good farmer. One of these farmers bought a pig from a wife of farmer Giles Corey and when he got the pig after some days the pig died. He came to Martha and he told her that the pig you have sold me is dead and then she told him it was in a perfect health when you got it and it seems that you do not know how to feed your pigs properly. So you are the reason why they died. The man was angry. He wanted his money back. And she would not give him the money. She was even telling him, if you remain as stupid as you are/ if you remain as ignorant as you are, then whenever you buy a pig and you do not feed it properly, the pig is going to die. This is a natural result. This word which is perfectly innocent he took it as a spell after some time, not at the moment. At the moment, he did not think anything about it. When time passes and whenever he gets a pig and the pig dies because he does not know how to feed it, after some time and then he had this chance now (everybody is crying/ witchcraft and devil and courts and people are arrested), he says I was bewitched once. He remembers suddenly. (Things that are very innocent or words that can happen at any time or events have no other meaning) suddenly when you are at a time of chaos or a time of trouble, any innocent remark can have another meaning.
When they start thinking about the wife Martha, you are very just people/ you are fair people and you do not want to be unjust to anybody, so let us go and ask about her/ let us go and ask her husband what does your wife do? And how does she spend her time? And then he was telling them she is fond of reading books. They thought she reads books and she might be a witch she reads about black magic. He says I told them that she reads book and the others are trying to tell him you did not know that they are going to twist the meaning of your words. This is always happening in times of chaos. 
You have part of the story in which John Proctor met Abigail in act I when he went to see about Betty in the house of Reverend Parris and at one moment the room was empty. It was only the two of them and Betty is lying on bed. Abigail was telling him we were dancing (She was telling him the truth) and Reverend Parris surprised this, so Betty was panicking and she fell unconscious and up till now she is sick. So, he told his wife. Now he is open with her and when he went home he told her that Abigail told me this. I want you to remember that between act one and act two it is only a matter of eight days/ a very short period of time. During the eight days, things have gone out of control. There is a court and a number of people accused and even while we are reading the act, the number is multiplying/ increasing. She tells him now I feel that we are in danger/ that this Abigail will never rest till she accuses many people and she will accuse me in particular because she loves you and she wants to see me dead to take my place. So the only way to protect our family is that you go and speak to Cheever. She does not actually at that moment want him to confess about any relation. She just wants him to go and say Abigail met me in the house of Reverend Parris and told me that they were dancing in the forest and that’s it; there is not witching and magic in the thing. He was a bit reluctant.  I want you to see how characters develop and change and move ups and downs all the time. Act tow is a very good example about this is happening. 
So, he is reluctant. It seems that the man does not have courage enough/ not brave or it seems that the man is afraid about his reputation. He is hesitant and she is asking him what is it? Are you afraid? You have to go. He says I will think about it maybe tomorrow and she says no, things cannot wait, you need to go tonight. Then he says no, how can I go and I am the only person / I do not have any witnesses. And then things were turn: you were alone, but you did not tell me that you were alone with Abigail. You said that you were at the house of her uncle and that there were many people. He says yes, there were many people but we were alone just for this moment. We as audience believe him because we saw this on stage. But she does not trust him at all and she turns very cold and she is not quarreling. He wants her to quarrel. She does not quarrel with him but she ended the discussion. I am interested of what you are saying anymore. He gets very angry and he told her you want to tell me that I am wrong because I confessed to you. Towards the end when she is arrested, he never for one moment fears for his reputation and he does not even think about his reputation because there is another reason more important than his reputation at the end. She is about to hang. If they hanged her, he will feel himself a murderer. He cannot say that this innocent woman will hang just for me to keep my reputation. It is not a matter of reputation. It is a very big sacrifice. When they listen to you, either you be put in jail or you will hang or even in the best scenario you will have no way of living in this village any longer; you will have to go away and leave everything and start a new life. So, it was a very difficult decision but he took it. He did not hesitate at all. 
At one moment in act two, we had a feeling that the wife is more brave than the husband. Towards the end of the act things will change and we will discover that he is brave and what we thought of as not brave is not true at all. Do you remember when? All the time you have a house and each new arrival is like throwing a stone in the pond and causing waves. Each new arrival is causing things to change. So, there was a moment and it was in reaction to another character/ one of the arrivals. 
I agree that she was very brave or she pretended to be brave when they came to arrest her. And she was even giving instructions to Marry Warren about heating the soup for tomorrow and feeding the children as if she is going on vacation. But this is not it. Reverend Hale did not come to arrest her. He came maybe after the 1/3 of act two and he stayed with them all the time till the end of the act. He was not coming to arrest anybody/ he was coming for something else. A man arrived and we now we know that it is Reverend Hale. He was talking and there were the husband and wife. The reaction of the husband and the wife to Reverend Hale at surface would show the husband not willing to clash with the Reverend as if he is a bit frightened and wanting to keep the Reverend calm/ happy and quiet, whereas Elizabeth seems to be to clash and to say her direct answers without any ornaments. Then we said that the character is not exactly this in the end. 
John Proctor goes out of the house everyday and he meets other farmers. In this community they get to meet whenever there is an important issue to settle about their society. So, he knows much about the world and many things more than his wife. His wife is just a housewife. She knows about raising children and dealing with the servant and she is good pious concerning her religion, but she does not have all that much experience with the outer world. When he comes and he tells her I have been going from one house to another in the village and I want to see what type of life people are living/ I want to see whether you are good Christian or not. In other words, I am looking for evidence but it is not material evidence. It is evidence of faith whether in your heart there is good faith or not. This in itself is a very dangerous thing. In our plays we have all types of evidence and all types of confessions and all types of testimony. Maybe someone will say hard evidence can be true or false but at least it is something that we can concrete in our hands but this thing about heart and soul and whether they are good or not, this is very tricky. We are getting into tricky ground. When he comes and says that he is coming to do this, all the time we are seeing is he a friend of the family and does he want to defend and protect them? Some of the words would show this and some would show the opposite. I want you to think about the way that whenever John Proctor was talking to Hale, he did not want to anger him although the play is telling us that he became cold and resentful when he says I am coming to question your faith and your Christian way of life. He became resentful but he does not anger the man/ he does not clash with him. He tells him something and then he tries to make it a bit less strong, a bit mild or a bit agreeable. For example, when he is asked why do not you go to church? I have the numbers here 26 times in 17 month. First he tells him I did not know that that I am going to church because I have to account for Reverend Parris/ I have to give him reasons or to you or to anybody. I go to church for myself for the relation between me and God and then the next sentence he says, my wife has been sick for most of the winter and I have to stay with her at home. At first he is resentful and then immediately he is giving him his excuse. And we discover that Hale knows about this because he says so I am told. He has already been asking the people of the village and they told him that Elizabeth and John Proctor did not appear in church during this season and then they said the wife was sick and the husband had to stay with her. (Proctor0 I am an experienced person and I know how the world moves. I know that these are difficult time and I should not go to somebody who has the authority of law, knowledge or both of them in his hands and make him angry just to show how brave man I am. His wife is not again about her being brave. She just does not know. So, she was speaking openly and directly all the time. She was saying he was asking them do you believe in witches. Witches are mentioned in the Bible. If you say I do not believe in witches, then you are not a Christian. John Proctor tells him they are in the Bible and I know that they are there. Elizabeth says if you are asking me whether I believe in witches because your next step is that I am a witch or Rebecca Nurse is a witch, then I do not believe in witches. She can be burned simply for this answer even without having the doll and the needle and the witchcraft because she is denying something written in the Bible. This sort of judge can happen and they do happen. And they are part of a historical tragedy of Salem in 1692.
In the end of act two we find that the wife is arrested and the husband cannot protect her at all. At the beginning we thought it was a domestic security. No place is safe. Mary Warren can go outside and become part of the court. She can come and bring a doll with her and although the doll at the beginning was an innocent doll, it was changed into an evidence of witchcraft. So, the danger can happen from the house or from outside the house. All the arrivals who come can bring the danger with them. What are the arrivals doing? The two farmers; farmer Nurse and farmer Giles Corey: Their wives have been arrested and they are now in jail. They went to see them in jail but they were prevented. The authority said no visit allowed. So, they come to the house of Proctor, why? This is something that you need to be thinking about. It is not written in the play. 
You agree that they are just coming look for support/ help/ advice. This has to do with the fact that this is a village community/ a small community. When you are in a village community, everybody will know about everything and people will support each other. Just by saying the trouble, maybe he will help although he is not a member of a court. He does not have an official authority now in the court but being a farmer, a hard worker, a good member of the community, a religious man and a leader, all these things can cause people to go to him asking for support. 
In act two, all these people come and they meet in this place. Each one of them has a particular reason. I think that they are coming for support and then some people are coming to arrest the woman. At the beginning of act two we are told about Ezekiel Cheever and we do see him at the end of act two. What we know about him will tell us about the other characters as well and about the theme and the plot. Did you notice sometimes between brackets in the stage direction that Cheever is a bit afraid of John Proctor? They used to know each other since a long time. I am just the tailor of the village and you are the great John Proctor respected by everybody/ a leader/ a landowner/ a farmer. So, I used to be a bit afraid if you. Sometimes when people have no authority or power at all and suddenly they become very powerful, this can affect their head and they will not think very properly. So, I Cheever coming to search the house of Proctor, but I tell him I do not like to do this. I am still a bit afraid of him. I still respect him. I have a search warrant and I am coming with the weight of the law, but I will not search and I will ask do have any dolls/ poppet in this house? I will not search and I will believe what you say.
Would you expect a man of level of education/ of social level to be very broadminded and very open-minded/ logical and reasonable?  Or would you expect him to be more narrow-minded and to stick to something once he sees it? He is an ignorant tailor. He is not a scholar. He is just a tailor in a village community who felt inferior to most of the farmers and now suddenly because of certain trouble, people are telling him you are a clerk of the court and you have search warrants, you can go to the houses of people, you can search and you can arrest them if you find evidence. I am sure that he is very narrow-minded (Once I find something, then you are a witch and I will take you with me and there is nothing that can make me change my mind). We are not saying about him at all that he is educated. First he has an idea of vengeance/ an idea of vengeance against all the times when I felt inferior to these superior people. So, let me revenge. Now I am in a powerful situation. I am in a position of authority, let me use my authority and I have evidence in my hand/ nobody can accuse me of being unjust. There is the doll and there is the needle, so the woman is a witch. 
This is part of the problem that when you are talking with narrow-minded people who are not able to think in an open-minded way, these people are very difficult to convince with anything. They have an idea in their mind and it is there forever. I have a doll and there is a needle in the doll and Abigail has half an hour ago fallen sick at the house of her uncle and she said I have a needle. It would not enter to my mind to think that Abigail is not a saint or a prophet and she can be lying and maybe she is the one who is pretending and crying and putting the needle in her abdomen. What evidence we have about Abigail? Nothing/ just what she tells us. She says I am in pain and she says I have a needle here and she shows us the needle and she says I say the spirit of Elizabeth. Maybe she is lying about all these things. The part of the problem that the court was making use of people who are not qualified/ who do not have the necessary education or knowledge to make them differentiate between right and wrong/ to make them think about something very clearly. 
When Mary Warren was asked, she said I made the doll. I was in court, I was bored and I made the doll and I gave it to Elizabeth. Now as audience we would expect anything would come to a happy ending. They said there is a doll and Mary says I made it today and I brought it today. And somebody was asking her what about the needle? She said I do not know. Maybe I forget it. Maybe somebody was sitting next to me like Abigail put it. I do not know but my Elizabeth/ my mistress is innocent. She has nothing to do. Again as audience this is our expectation. Things are getting very clear and the lady will be declared innocent. You see that things are going in this way and they go in another way in a very convincing manner. This is the trick. If I am a good playwright, I will change your expectations all the time in convincing way. Psychologically speaking, if you are thinking about human nature, things are moving very convincing. 
Fear of Abigail as a person was the main motive behind the change of testimony (and fear of accusing of being a witch). There was a certain incentive. Somebody said something and this is what caused her to do this. You need to understand the tricks of the play to know what lead to what and lead to what. Somebody said something and his words caused Mary Warren to say no, I can never testify in court/ Abigail will kill me and they will accuse me of being a witch and I am not brave enough to be accused as such. Was it Reverend Hale who told her that what you are saying now is like an accusation of murder against Abigail? Reverend Hale put the whole matter in a different light. The girl was asleep at the time when Cheever arrived to arrest Elizabeth and Cheever wanted to ask about dolls or poppets in the house and Elizabeth and her husband were denying that they do not have any dolls. She says I do not have any dolls since I was a child. And then he said but I see a doll in front of me in the mantle shelf over the fireside. She says but this is Mary Warren. She just got it now today/ few hours ago or few minutes ago. And then he got the doll and lifting the skirt and then he found the needle and then he told them the whole thing. They called Mary Warren and she came. Then Reverend Hale is telling her do you know what you are saying. You are accusing Abigail of murder/ not of any murder but of a very terrible sort of murder. Because if I am doing this and I know that this means that Elizabeth will be accused of witchcraft and will be hanged, then I am not just killing her, I am killing her and I am killing her reputation as well because she will be declared as a witch and her family and children will bear the shame/ the disgrace that they have ancestor who was dealing in witchcraft. So, when he is putting matters in this way, of course she is going to retreat/ she will say I can never accuse Abigail. Abigail is a very strong personality/ she has always been strong and now she is stronger. Everybody including the governor of Massachusetts or the Deputy Governor himself is coming and respecting us and he is having dinner with us. You remember this detail that she is telling him that I am not a maid anymore. Just one hour ago I had dinner on the same table with the Deputy Governor of Massachusetts. After the courts were finished, we had dinner. Now we are very authoritative and I can never anger Abigail because she will accuse me of everything. Does he do unintentionally? Does not he know the consequences of doing this to this silly ignorant girl? Why does he confuse her? She was getting ahead very way. You are not an ignorant man; when you say something, you know the consequences of what you say. 
At the beginning of act two, you can find the stage directions. You can see about the lifestyle of these people. The man is working very hard and he is eating what catches. Usually he houses an animal and this is what they eat but this rabbit is a bit different. This is the sort of life they are living. It is not a life of luxury. And there is something interesting. You remember when we talked about the confession and we talked about trials and judgment. Actually you either confess that you are a witch or you hang. So I am sure that many people are going to confess just to save their lives. This is about confession >>>> Do the confessions have any value? And at one point John Proctor will be discussing this with Reverend Hale. He will tell him why not hanging people? And many people are confessing to dealing with the Devil and then John Proctor will tell him you are an educated man and I am sure that you know that people are confessing to anything just to save their lives.
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There is part of the violence between Hale and Proctor. 
Hale: This is a strange time, Mister. No man may longer doubt the powers of the dark are gathered in monstrous attack upon this village.
Again we can take the powers of the dark to mean the devil or witchcraft which what Hale means here. But you can take the darkness to be intolerance, ignorance or court’s accusation. So the powers of the dark are gathered to attack the village.
There is too much evidence now to deny it. You will agree, sir?
Again we have the word evidence whether he is talking about material evidence or about the confession of people as evidence and we know now that these evidence are valueless; they do not mean anything. 
And you see how Proctor is behaving. He does not want to clash with him directly.
Proctor, evading: I - have no knowledge in that line.
You are the scholar. You are the person who is reading the books about witchcraft and the devil. I am not as knowledgeable as you. 
But it’s hard to think so pious a woman be secretly a Devil’s bitch after seventy year of such good prayer.
He is referring to Rebecca Nurse. He wants to speak some logic. He is saying if a woman has been living for 70 years or more and all the time has been very religious and never harming anybody, it is very hard for me to believe this time that she was a servant of the devil. And then Hale will answer in a devious way.
Hale: Aye. But the Devil is a wily one, you cannot deny it.
Do you want to tell me that if you have been praying for a long time then you have full protection against the devil? Of course not, religion tells us that the devil is very wily/ tricky and maybe after all this age, the devil has tricked her. He is using words that can be correct in themselves and that you cannot deny but he is them for false intention/ he is using them to arrest a woman like Rebecca Nurse. 
However, she is far from accused, and I know she will not be. Pause.
Now you get the feeling, is this Hale a good man? Is he on the side of Rebecca Nurse? Is he on the side of the Proctors? Is he trying to be really just and fair and not to falsely accuse anybody? He seems to be saying the woman was arrested but she is going in front of courts and they will say that she is innocent. 
I thought, sir, to put some questions as to the Christian character of this house, if you’ll permit me.
This is what we say looking for the faith in the hearts and the souls of people. Let men see are they good Christians or not. And he will start putting questions. In the other group they were telling me there are many courts and many questions and many investigations in act two and I am sure you will agree with them.
Proctor is at once cold and resentful. He speaks coldly and resentfully; he does not like anybody to be questioning him about his faith. His faith is something between him and God/ something related to his conscience.  
Proctor, coldly, resentful: Why, we - have no fear of ques-tions, sir.
His manner seems to show that I am not very happy with anybody questioning me about my faith. My faith is a very private issue. 
Hale: Good, then. He makes himself more comfortable.
 He is planning to be asking many questions. 
In the book of record that Mr. Parris keeps, I note that you are rarely in the church on Sabbath Day.
He saying you are rarely in church. 
Proctor: No, sir, you are mistaken.
Then Hale gives him numbers.
Hale: Twenty-six time in seventeen month, sir. I must call that rare. Will you tell me why you are so absent? 
Proctor: Mr. Hale, I never knew I must account to that man for I come to church or stay at home. My wife were sick this winter.
At first he tells him, it is not your right or the right of Reverend Parris to be asking me to give reasons why I was absent. 
Hale: So I am told.
I ask about you before I came. I just want to be certain. I do not just trust you. 
But you, Mister, why could you not come alone?
He seems to be questioning both the husband and the wife although he is addressing the husband. He is telling him she has an excuse and other people have witnessed that she was sick, so maybe we can excuse her, but what about you? Why did not you go?
Proctor: I surely did come when I could, and when I could not I prayed in this house.
He does not want to clash with him. He is telling him be certain that I never forget my prayers. Even when I do not go to church I am praying on Sunday on this house.
Hale: Mr. Proctor, your house is not a church; your theology must tell you that.
You are puritan and you know that on Sunday you are required to go to the meeting house/ to the church. If you tell me I am praying on Sunday at home, you know that this is not acceptable. And again Proctor will agree.
Proctor: It does, sir, it does;
Yes, my religion tells me this and I do not deny it. I do not quarrel with you. I do not tell you that I can pray at home and it is the same thing as praying in the meeting house.
and it tells me that a minister may pray to God without he have golden candlesticks upon the altar.
Now he is telling him part of the reason.
 Hale: What golden candlesticks?
Proctor: Since we built the church there were pewter candle-sticks upon the altar; Francis Nurse made them, y’know, and a sweeter hand never touched the metal.
Let me remind you that this is a primitive society. They are people who have to do everything by their own hands. They build their houses. You want to a house in which you want to live, so you go ahead, cut the wood, bring it and you build it and maybe the neighbors will help you. You are not to be having professionals to come to build a house for you. And you build the church. They took parts in building the church. Few pages ago, he was telling him that I nailed the roof and the door of the church. He was trying to show that he is a good Christian. So, this is their lifestyle and it is to be taking into account. You cannot judge people without knowing everything about the way they live and the way they eat and the way they dress. It is part of their culture/ their lifestyle. They are very rigid people. So, here he is telling him when we built the church, we have candle-sticks. They were made of cheep metal and it is Francis Nurse the same farmer who is the husband of Rebecca Nurse. Francis Nurse made them and he did a very good job. He is a very good handy man. And they were great. 
But Parris came, and for twenty week he preach nothin’ but golden candlesticks until he had them.
 You are supposed to be preaching/ giving religious lesson. But the man all the time kept going on and on repeating about the candle-sticks. He is telling them, this shows no respect when it is the house of God and you are having pewter candle-sticks. I have them to other places. And the candle-sticks are made of gold and this shows better respect. And he would not stop till we participated and we got the golden candle-sticks.
I labor the earth from dawn of day to blink of night, and I tell you true, when I look to heaven and see my money glaring at his elbows - it hurt my prayer, sir, it hurt my prayer.
If you are a hard worker/ somebody who spends so much time and effort in order to make money and to work hard, it is not easy for you to see this money like spend on trivial things, luxurious things or inessentials. Gold is not one of the essentials of life and people can live and die without having it. So, he is saying whenever I am in the meeting house and I am praying, I have to look in front of me and I see the altar with the golden candle-sticks andI think about this money that went into the gold of the candle-sticks, maybe it caused me like three or three of hard work. So, I cannot concentrate. I am no longer thinking about heaven or God/ I am thinking about how this priest is a materialist and how I do not like him. I do not like him being my Reverend. 
I think, sometimes, the man dreams cathedrals, not clapboard meetin’ houses.
This is a very interesting contrast. If you are a puritan, then you are praying in a meeting house. And the meeting house of the puritans is no more than a room made of wood. It is very simple and no ornaments/ no statue/ no images at all. But if you are talking about the cathedral of the Catholic Church, they are grand buildings with all sorts of gold and statues. He is saying I have an ideological difference with this man. I believe that religion is one way and he believes that religion is another and I believe that my way is the puritan way and his way maybe is the catholic way or any other way. So, actually he is accusing him of not being a good puritan/ of not being a suitable man of religion. And he is defending or explaining why he does not go to church.   
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Today we are going to finish act II. 

The setting is in the house of John Proctor and Elizabeth Proctor 

and because of that you get the feeling that 

they are the focus of act two. And

 

it e

nds by the arrest of 

Elizabeth Proctor.

 

You say that there is a very rapid movement and things are getting complicated, 

out of control and out of hand and Abigail and her group are starting to become very powerful and 

authoritative in this community. 

 

There is a very interesting point that we w

ill expand on that this Reverend Hale sounds to visit the 

Proctors and we are told they are not the only house that he has been going to visit the houses of 

Salem and he wants to search, but he does not search for a material evidence; he is searching the 

h

earts/ the souls of the people which is a very dangerous thing. 

 

 

Mary Warren

 

is t

he servant 

of

 

the Proctor

s. We have seen her in act one and nothing was special 

about her. In act II, we feel that there is some change. You mentioned the part about how she 

makes 

a puppet and she gives it to Elizabeth which is like there is a good relation between the mistress and 

her servant or like the servant is a well

-

intentioned young lady, but later things are going to change in 

a very strange manner.

 

And for the first 

time we are seeing husband and wife (

John Proctor and Elizabeth Proctor) 

in 

domestic sphere 

and we can see some tension. One of the main reasons of the tension is that he has 

an affair with Abigail. He mentions confession as something in the past. Confessi

on is a very 

important theme and a very important issue in our play in general. If you have a play about trial, 

judgments, arrest, accusations and evidence, of course confession will be an important thing. He does 

not confess in front of us in act II, but 

he mentioned that there was some confession about some sort 

of relation between him and Abigail. 

 

A lot of people will agree with you that 

Elizabeth

 

is presented a coldhearted woman. But let me 

remind you we are not making negative judgments

 

against anybod

y. You are seeing the person as a 

whole person. Nobody is perfect; I have my good points and my weak points. So, Elizabeth as a whole 

is a good person, a good wife, a good mother and a good Christian. 

But maybe there is some lack of 

passion in the relation

 

with her husband.

 

The details of the play are important because in a play, if I am Arthur Miller and I am writing a play, I 

am not giving you a general statement. You do not see a sentence that says Elizabeth is a cold woman 

or there is tension in the rel

ation between husband and wife or 

Mary Warren

 

has changed a lot. You 

do not read any of these terms. But you see very small details and from the details you start getting 

an idea about maybe there is some lack of passion in the character of this woman or m

aybe 

this is the

 

reason why her husband should go and seek another relation

. Of course we are not excusing him or 

we are not accepting it but we are trying to understand what would make a husband who is a puritan 

and 

a very religious man to go

 

and 

desire

 

a

nother woman.

 

Can give you me some detail from act two 

why do you call her cold? You mean that she was responding passionately; she was accepting the 

case in a passive way. Any other details?  

 

A student: a lack of trust him

 

