Drama  The 7th lecture:                                                                                                                                      
The doctor commented on the presentations of the students:
-If you are talking about the 1950s, many Americans were accused and some of them lost their jobs and some of them were put in prison because of this Senator McCarthy who had made some accusations against them. They were accused of disloyalty. They were accused that they were disloyal and they did not love their country and they are pro-communist; they are on the side of communist people/ the people of Russia/ the people of the Soviet Union. I loved very much the sentence that says that this was unsupported by proof. He does not have any proof about it or based on slight doubtful irrelevant evidence. The same thing exactly is happening in our play.  In our play many people out of the village of Salem in the 17th century are accused of witchcraft, but again the accusations are either unsupported by any proof or there is very slight doubtful evidence. Your definition of McCarthyism is like exactly what is happening in our play when they are accused of witchcraft and there is no evidence at all or there is a very slight evidence like when a man says my wife is reading books>>>>>so, they consider this as an evidence that she is a witch.  
-We said that McCarthyism can accuse you of being a communist. And what the communist is, this is the definition of communism. Communism is an economic social movement that wants everybody to be equal. They want a classless society; a society without classes at all in which everything equally divided among the population. It emerged in Russia in the late 19th century and then it extended in many parts of the world. 
-When someone is blacklisted, it means that he has his name written on a black list. If you name occurred here, then you are bad person and nobody is going to give you work neither in the public nor in the private sector. You can see that many of those accused are people related to the film industry. They were writers, actors or directors because if I am working in the film industry, I can influence many people. So, about 300 in Hollywood were accused and were blacklisted. We can say that Elizabeth Proctor, Goody Osburn and Sarah Osburn, and Titube and all these people were blacklisted because simply they were accused of being witches. Although the play does not use the term but it is very interesting term.
-Many of you who wrote about McCarthyism gave me many things about the personal life of this man (Senator McCarthy). The personal life of this man is very important because the personal life shows what sort of character he is. The man is supposed to be a politician. If I tell you he is a senator, it means that he is a politician in the American government. If we just take a look at his history, we will discover that he is a man who seems to be believing in nothing. He just wants to become an important man. Even now many of you when you are listening to Obama and to the presidential election in America in 2012, you know that American politics is divided into two parties; the Democrats and the Republicans. If I say that American politics is two parties, I am sure that they are opposite parties. But look at this man. He was ready to be a member of Democratic Party and to try to be elected. When he was not elected (when he failed), he says let us change/ I have become one of the Republican Party. He did anything for the sake of being elected. This shows you what sort of personality type/ what sort of morals he had. It is said that he is lying about his opponent. If I am in the election campaign and you are my rival, I am ready to say anything against you to reach the job I want. Morally speaking, the man has many definitions about his moral personality and because of this he was able to do something which is to start a witch-hunt. Also, some of you were writing about how on one time during the Senate meeting, he was having an envelope in his hand  and he was making a fiery speech and he was saying in my hand, I have the names of 270 who are communists and he does not show you the names. Then he says these people are not ordinary people. Some of them are working in the State Department. If I tell you that the people of the government are spies, this means he started a fiery campaign out of nothing, just to make himself important. Again we need to ask ourselves, does Reverend Parris seem to have a very good moral personality? And does he have a certain interest in causing everybody to be in a state of accusation and in prison? Maybe if I am Reverend Parris and I am having problem, then I want everybody in the village to be having problems, so that they forget about me and they don’t change me and tell me you are fired.
-you see not only his accusations but even his methods of interrogation/ the type of questions he directed against the people were very false questions. In the play when you read the interrogations, you will find that the questions are not just innocent questions. They questions themselves are pointing to the fact the judge believes already that you are guilty even before he starts interrogating you.
-If I want to start a witch-hunt/ if I want to start a campaign for accusation, I cannot do this at any time. I need to choose a time in which my campaign will succeed. For example, for Senator McCarthy, he was choosing a time of the Cold War (this Cold War after the World War II). There was a Cold War between the west and the Soviet Union. Because of the Cold War, most Americans were terrified of communism. So, he is very clever. He chose a very suitable time. If we apply this to our play, many of you in your searches about the feelings of the 17th century or about the frontier mentioned many interesting things. You mentioned that it was a troubled time in the village of Salem because they were afraid of the Indians and because there was an Indian more taking place very near to where they are and because there was a revolution in England and a new king was supposed to change things the colonies. The situation was very troubled. Because of this, when someone started the campaign of the witch-hunting, it spread. In the case of 1692 all the conditions were suitable for the spread of this campaign. so, this is another similarity between the McCarthy era and the 17th century.
-This is the end of McCarthyism. If we said that there is a period of false accusation from 1950 till 1954, how does it end? This is the end. He was advertized as a dishonest person by a brave newsman the man that you have in the court in front of you>> he is a newsman at a television channel called CBC News channel and in his program, he showed how this McCarthy is dishonest/ how the speeches are not correct/ how the evidence is not correct/ how even the interrogation of the witnesses is abused. This is like the end of the man. Nobody would believe in McCarthy anymore. Again what puts an end to our Salem witch-hunt is our John Proctor when he had finally the courage to face everybody and to show them that Abigail is not the person they think she is and to make a scandal for her and for himself at the same time. Nothing would come to an end without having someone ready to address the public and to and to be facing challenges, so that things come to an end. 
-The Red Scare is a very interesting term which means the fear of communism. This was the atmosphere in which McCarthy was working. In our play, Miller is making an allegory. He is showing like the Red Scare of the 1950s we are having a witch scare in 1692 and the two are very parallel. And also we have the dangers of hysteria in the community. We have a very interesting term is dehumanization. We can call it also demonization. If I am saying that you are a demon or a devil, so either I am taking humanity out of you and saying that you are not human or I am saying that you are a devil. So, actually this hysteria and demonization are other important theme in your play.
-The term contempt of the court reminds you of what we were saying last lecture. If you will not answer the questions of the court, then again you are guilty of contempt of the court. It means in our trial you are guilty whether you answer not answer. This is why we say it is a very false/ unfair trial.
-you are telling us about the atmosphere during the 1940th in America and all over the world. At that time if you look at the map, America and the Soviet Union divided the World. They would have one color for the countries that are with America and they would have another color for the countries that are with the Soviet Union. And they were afraid that maybe the Soviet Union will encroach/ will take some territory or some land that belongs to us or that it is part of our group. This was the fear of encroachment of communism. This was the atmosphere of fear that we have. And there was another important stress >>>>the nuclear holocaust. Even in some moves up till now, America has nuclear missiles and the Soviet Union has nuclear missiles and they are directing it at each other. This is why we call it the holocaust because if they are both using their nuclear missiles, they will destroy the whole planet. The Soviet Union will not wait for America to destroy them and America will not will for the Soviet Union to destroy it. It is button here and another button there and everything comes to an end like doomsday.
-If you are talking about ‘The Crucible’, they do not have the Soviet encroachment or the nuclear holocaust, but they have other things. They have something called evil and they have a forest like a symbol of evil and they have the Indians surrounding them. So, we have all these things and all this reached to paranoia. Paranoia>>>I am afraid without any reason. It is a form of mental disease but maybe you are not mad or anything but you have some paranoia. So, there was paranoia in both cases.
-Again we have some similarity. In both cases we have unsubstantiated claims which mean unsupported accusations. If I just accuse you and I do not have any supporting evidence, this is unsubstantiated claim. In both cases, accusations were made and no evidence was present.
-In both cases, some lives were ruined either by death or by losing jobs or poverty and in both cases there was hostility. The whole community of Salem or the United States had this hostility.
-There is the similarity between the two situations in 1950s McCarthyism and the 17th century ‘The Crucible’. You see the word sanction for McCarthyism and the word death for ‘The Crucible’. If you are someone in the 1950s and you will not give names, we will punish you. Sanction means punishment like putting you in prison or taking you out of job. In the 17th century, it was not only punishment; it is death. You are going to die if you do not do this. 
-The media and what we say about radio, televisions and newspapers were present in the 1950s but they were not present at the times of ‘The Crucible’/ we have the town’s people. They did not help because they were afraid. So, you start with an atmosphere of fear and then everybody becomes frightened and then you can do whatever you like afterwards.
-The point number 6 in your comparison is about what the relation of Arthur Miller to McCarthyism and to ‘The Crucible’. We know that he is the author of ‘The Crucible and that in the case of McCarthyism, he was one of those accused or summoned to appear in front of the Committee on Un-American Activities.
-If you are against communism, then you are called anti-communist. In the slide you are presenting either you are American liberal (the sort of ideology) or you are a fascist. They are different but they both have anti-communism in common.
-You remember what I have just said now bout encroachment on territory and how America and the Soviet Union divided the earth between them. Sometimes they would go and have war in another country. They have a war in Korea. Korea is not supposed to be part of Russia and it is not part of America. It is a separate country and America and Russia were having a war in Korea. They wanted to divide it. The same thing happened in Vietnam and that is why you have North and South Korea and North and South Vietnam. They divided the country. You will take this part and I will take this part. They are like competing for all the countries.
-Some people refuse communism for religious reasons. They believe that communism is against religion that they are turning the church into museum, so they refuse communism for religious reasons. If you are anti-communist because it is against religion, we call this religious anti-communism and if you are anti-communist because you are a fascist, we call this fascist anti-communism. Fascism was mainly a racist movement. If I am a fascist, it means I am a racist. So, the fascist people refused communism because they are fascist/ racist; they do not believe in human equality. So, for religious reasons, they thought that communism was against religion.
-You are saying that the communists believe that if you are not communist, then you are exploiting the third world. You are making the poor nations poorer and the rich people richer and there is a wide gap between them.
-Sometimes the development of technology can change the way we are thinking. At the time of communism, they were saying that workers are treated like slaves. Nowadays nobody is treated like a slave and through technology we can have a very large production without even enslaving millions of people. So, maybe the economic system or the developments of technology made communism a bit old fashion. You do not need to be a communist to give people their rights. So, there is a development in the way of thinking by the development of technology.
-We need to know the meaning of communism. It is supposed to be about human rights and social classes and we need to know that it is the opposite of capitalism. And again we need to know that sometimes people are using these very good words to achieve their own interests. Maybe I am using the term communism and I claim that I am a very human person and I want equality for everybody while in fact I want to become the leader of the country or to become rich. 
We are thinking about communism because the play was written in the 1950s. But nowadays in 2012, many communist countries have already failed. We do not have any Soviet Union any linger. It does not mean we do not like equality or we do not like human rights, but they can happen through other means. They do not happen through the means of communism. They can happen by other ways. 
-This atmosphere when suddenly your friends, neighbors or family members become like a terror to you and you cannot not speak to them openly, this atmosphere in what you find similarity between the 17th century and the 1950s. There was cooperative society and you can go and rent a house from them, but in the 1950s when they started talking about communism, people will say we will not rent houses out of this cooperation. They will think that we are communist simply because we are renting a house there. It is like any normal activities become taboo. They become forbidden; they cannot do them.
-The whole play is a metaphor for the Red Scare. The characters (the Proctors, Parris or Hale, or Judge Hathorne) do not mention the Red Scare, but the whole play is a metaphor for the Red Scare.
-You want to speak about the causes of the Cold War and what the main clashes that happened are. Another reason why some people are against communism is that communism does not have freedom. You are not free to speak. You are not free to elect your president. You are not free to have your own business. So, the lack of freedom is one of the reasons.
-No ideology is perfect. Ach ideology will have advantages and disadvantages/ some good points and some bad points. And you can choose. 
-If I say a Cold War and we do not have real battles and we are not engage in fighting, we are fighting by propaganda. For example, I will make movie shows that all the Russians are devils or all the Americans are devils. Or I will write a book or I will write a newspaper article. 
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