wijihilll aollly ayyli | pgni
yli - n.o.lljll fdyall

—» 1433/1432 W) gy} Juadl



a gl B pualas
ORIENTALISM

2 1433/1432  JsY) (ol 3l Juadll



TEXT:9
ORIENTALISM

@I un um l"



Orientalism

* Chapter Il: In this chapter, Edward
Said explains how the science of
orientalism developed and how the
Orientals started considering the
Orientals as non-human beings. The
Orientals divided the world in to
two parts by using the concept of
ours and theirs
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Orientalism

* An imaginary geographical line was drawn
between what was ours and what was
theirs. The orients were regarded as
uncivilized people; and the westerns said
that since they were the refined race it was
their duty to civilize these people and in
order to achieve their goal, they had to
colonize and rule the orients.
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Orientalism

* They said that the orients themselves were
incapable of running their own government.
The Europeans also thought that they had
the right to represent the Orientals in the
west all by themselves. In doing so, they
shaped the Orientals the way they
perceived them or in other words they were
orientalizing the orients.
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Orientalism

Various teams have been sent to the east
where the orientalist silently observed the
Orientals by living with them; and every thing
the Orientals said and did was recorded
irrespective of its context, and projected to
the civilized world of the west. This resulted
in the generalization. Whatever was seen by
the Orientals was associated with the oriental
culture, no matter if it is the irrational action
of an individual.
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Orientalism

The most important use of orientalism to the
Europeans was that they defined themselves by
defining the Orientals. For example, qualities
such as lazy, irrational, uncivilized, crudeness
were related to the Orientals, and
automatically the Europeans became active,
rational, civilized, sophisticated. Thus, in order
to achieve this goal, it was very necessary for
the orientalists to generalize the culture of the
orients.
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Orientalism

* Another feature of orientalism was that
the culture of the Orientals was
explained to the European audience by
linking them to the western culture, for
example, Islam was made into
Mohammadism because Mohammad
was the founder of this religion and
since religion of Christ was called
Christianity; thus Islam should be called
Mohammadism.
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Orientalism

* The point to be noted here is that no
Muslim was aware of this terminology
and this was a completely western
created term, and to which the Muslims
had no say at all.
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* [slam: from Abyssinia
(Ethiopia) to East Coast of
Africa



