First Semester



Civilization (1)

 Fourth Year 
· The difference between "civilization" and "culture":

Originally speaking, the word 'civilization' is not an English word; it is a word that came all the way from France. In France, it was used with different meaning, with different sense, with different connotation. The word" civilization" in France was first used in the legal system, so it has legal connotation. It was used in the legal system to describe certain cases that are different in nature from others, in particular civil cases. 

By the 17th century, the word "civilization" arrived to England. When words travel from one place to another place, they do change their meanings. Words over time change their meanings. For example, nowadays the word "evolution" is related to Darwin's theory, but this word "evolution" existed in the dictionary before Darwin. But with Darwin, it started to acquire new meanings. The same for the word "awesome", this word is derived from the word "awe" which means horror. The same thing with the word "civilization"; as when it traveled from France to England, it changed its meaning and started to acquire new meanings. 

We do tend to confuse the word "civilization' with the word "culture". The word "culture" is something that doesn’t have substance; it is the abstract. The word "culture" is anything that is intellectual, anything that doesn't have substance; it is not material. This word appeared in the late 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century.  

When we talk about civilization, we talk about materialistic things. For example, we have the Islamic civilization in Spain; we have the Al-Hambra palace, the fountains, the watering system and the book. 

· The difference between "battle" and "war”: 

There is a difference between the battle and the war. The battle is one single occurrence that takes place between two parties, but the war lasts for a long time, and it consists of many battles. 

The beginning of any historical period is marked by a historical landmark. Landmark means a turning point in history, something that is very important. In 1066, the battle of Hastings took place. The battle of Hastings was a landmark in the English history. 

The British Isles are divided into two islands, Ireland and Britain. Britain is divided into three sections: Scotland in the up-north, England in the middle, and Wales in the south. France and England are very close to each other with the English canal separating them. 
· The meaning of the word "medieval": 

The word "medieval" is a Latin word. This word was coined in the 17th century by the British historians to designate the period that occurs between the classical period and the Renaissance. The Renaissance was in the late 16th century. So almost from the 11th century until the late 16th century is called a medieval period. The opening of the medieval period is marked by a very important event that is called "Hastings". Hastings is a name of a battle that occurred in 1066. 
· The circumstances that led to the battle of Hastings: 

England is the most important part in Britain that occupies the central and the southern part of Britain. It was ruled by Edward the Confessor. Historians say that his origin is French. When Edward ruled Britain he was loved by people there. Knowing that he is childless, he started to think seriously of nominating a successor. To him the best choice was to invite someone from France. So, in 1051, he invited William of Normandy. France then was not one single country. Before the 19th century, there was not such a country as France with the nowadays borders. It was divided into Normandy and many other places. Every single place was ruled by a family. Normandy is located in the northern part of France close to England. It seems that there was a kind of relation between Edward the Confessor and William of Normandy; therefore, he invited him over to England where he asked him to be his successor after his death. 

The English people are much known for their nationalistic sense even in the 11th century; especially if there is somebody whom they could choose as a ruler for their own land. Beside the king, there were other prominent men in the state who would help him to defend the borders of the state, who would help him with the rule, and who would attend his court. During that time in the 11th century, the noblemen were called Earls of Wessex. Earls of Wessex in particular were very prominent and very influential in England. So, Edward the Confessor was the ruler, but beside him there were other prominent people who would have a say in decisions regarding England and its neighbors. 

The Earls of Wessex were very influential in conducting the affairs of England. During that time, one of these earls was Harold Earl of Wessex. The title of the earl was inherited at that time. Harold was a really prominent figure. He established his reputation as a prominent figure after defeating the king of Wales. 

Harold with his reputation, with his legacy opposed the agreement between Edward the Confessor and William of Normandy. People of England supported him because of their nationalistic sense. They wanted a nationalistic hero.
· Why did he disagree over this agreement between Edward the Confessor and William of Normandy? 

It is defeating the king of Wales that gave him the right of being prominent and having a say on the future of England and the future of who rules England. He used to see himself as the successor of Edward the Confessor. He needed a kind of legacy to rely on; so people started to support him. So, he was very prominent. When I say prominent, I'm speaking about a family that is very wealthy with lots of followers. This was the case in England after the agreement between Edward the Confessor and William of Normandy. Soon after the death of Edward the Confessor, William of Normandy claimed his right because he was already nominated by the late king to be his successor. Harold opposed this right because he wanted to be the successor. 

Before opposing the claims of William of Normandy, Harold of Wessex was busy solving another problem in the up north. An army came all the way from Norway headed by their king whose name is Hardrada. Until the 17th century, the Scandinavian Peninsula was pagan, so they were very primitive people. The name of Hardrada means the "severe" in English. England, at the beginning, was a point of attraction for lots of nations because the location of England was really strategic, and it was a rich country. King Hardrada, leading an army of 300 ships along with soldiers, crossed the northern sea and landed on the northern borders of England. Harold of Wessex needed to tackle this issue, to attack this army. So, Harold, the Earl of Wessex, sent his two brothers to fight king Hardrada, but they were incapable of defeating him. Soon he left England with a considerable size of mounted army. When he got in there, he defeated the Norwegian army killing its king Hardrada. Hardrada and Norwegians are called Norsemen. 

While Harold was busy fighting the Norsemen and their king Hardrada, he heard that William of Normandy is sailing from Normandy northward towards England to claim his right to be the ruler of England. William of Normandy was not a king; he was the Duke of Normandy. He needed ships because this was the only way through which they could reach different parts of the world. 

· The Battle of Hastings: 

Harold, along with his two brothers, moved to the south in order to defend their borders against the Normans. The distance between the north and the south is 250 miles, so it was impossible for him to take people who are not mounted. So, he went with his brothers and only the mounted section of his army. They needed to do this quickly. By the time, they reached the southern part of England they found the Normans camping at Hastings. Hastings is a name of a place which is elevated. 

Why did the Normans choose Hastings? 

The Normans choosed to camp on that place as it would enable them to look at and to control all the surrounding area. The Normans feared King Hardrada; they thought that Hardrada might defeat Harold and come to the southern part to fight and entrap them; therefore they choosed Hastings because it is an elevated place that would give them more control over the surrounding area. 

Harold arrived at Hastings and he saw the Normans camping at Hastings. The English were exhausted because of the trip, and before that they were exhausted because of the war they engaged in against the Norsemen. There is no way to compare between both of them, because the Normans were waiting for them and ready. But despite their exhaustion, the English held their grounds and the Normans were unable to pierce through their ranks. So, they gave the English the impression that they were retreating. The English army started to move, and then the Normans came back and defended the English killing Harold, the Earl of Wessex along with his two brothers. In less than one month, all these events took place. King Hardrada attacked England on the 20th of September, on the 25th Harold went to fight Hardrada, and on the 27th Harold heard that William is coming from Normandy, by October the two armies engaged in a battle. Duke William of Normandy was crowned in 1066 on the 25th of December at Westminster. The eastern churches celebrate the Christmas on the 25th of December. This shows that this man was a religious man. 

· The Reasons that led to the defeat of the English army: 

Human factors: readiness, exhaustion and planning.  

1- The battle with the Norsemen consumed the energy of the English army. Also, the journey in which the English had to go over 250 miles in order to reach Hastings was very energy consuming. On the other hand, the Normans were waiting at Hastings waiting for them to come over. 

2- When we look at the army of Duke William of Normandy, we see that it is made of highly trained and armed cavalries. These cavalries are preceded by archers; it was only made of well disciplined knights and mercenaries. These mercenaries came from the Flanders. On the other hand, most of Harold's army is made of Danes, peasants and rustics. These persons were very poor with no shields and no armors. Their weapons were very primitive as they were made of stone and split wood. 

The wind as a natural obstacle:  
When Duke of Normandy was sailing to the north, the wind blew to the north pushing the sailing ships to their own destination. On the other hand, the English army coming from the north was confronted by the wind; this made their move quite difficult. Of course, this participated in their exhaustion.  

Spiritual element:  

1- People during the medieval era were highly superstitious. This natural element, which is the wind, affected their spirit a great deal. Being superstitious, the English read the blowing of the wind as an omen. This is a sign that the Lord is not pleased with whatever we do; therefore he is sending his force to hinder us. 

2- When Duke of Normandy was fighting, he sought the most exalted patronage of the Pope. The Pope is representative of the Lord on the earth. The Pope was the most important figure in the whole continent. The Pope gave Duke of Normandy Saint Peter banner. Saint Peter is the greatest Saint in Christianity. He is believed by the Christians to be the gate keeper of heaven. When the English saw this banner, this negatively affected their spirit. They believed that Saint Peter is fighting along with the Normans and that they would be defeated no way. 

Until nowadays, England is ruled by people coming from Normandy. Ever since William of Normandy started to rule England on the 25th of December, England remained secondary to Normandy. Normandy was considered the jewel of the crown.   
· What did William of Normandy do when he became the king of England? 

In the first three month, he changed nothing, although he took over the judicial and the political system. But he left the affairs of the kingdom to be conducted by the native officials, those who served Edward the Confessor before him.

· How was William received by the English People? 

William was not welcomed by the English people, as there were many uprisings that lasted from 1067 to 1075. The English people revolted against him because of their nationalistic sense, and because of his oppression. When he came to England, William did not come all by himself; he came along with his companions and his army. It is true that at the beginning, William left everything as it is, but when these rebellions broke out, he started to change. He started to replace the English officials with Norman ones. When he established the feudal system, most of the estates were given to his companions. He established a new upper class, a new noble class.  These uprisings were epidemic, they swept throughout England. The fiercest uprisings took place in the up-north. The centre of the northern part is Yorkshire. William would put down these uprisings by force. But the uprisings in the north kept repeating itself over and over until 1071.The greatest uprising ever took place in the north in 1071. The northern people talked to the Danish king; they paid him money to come over with his army to fight William the Conqueror with them. William then moved to the northern borders to put down the uprising. William was merciless with them, as he burned all the stores of grain and killed lots of people. The rebels needed food to continue fighting. When William crushed this uprising down, he acquired the epithet of William the Conqueror. 

The last uprising took place in 1055; it was not as great as the one took place in 1071 in the north. Both English and Norman soldiers investigated this uprising, so William recruited the English to fight within the Norman army.
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