First Semester



Civilization (2)

Fourth Year

England after the Norman Conquest:
William was crowned as the king of England on the 25th of December. When William is done with the inside affairs, he started to address another issue which is the outside . He wanted to secure the borders of England. Remember that England is only a part of an island, as we have Scotland in the up north and Wales in the west. So William started with Wales and sent an army there. They defeated the prince of Wales; his name is Rhys. William had prince Rhys in a feudal relation. 
The feudal relation involves two persons: the lord and the vassal. The lord is the strong side and the vassal is the weak side. King Rhys became the vassal, because he is the defeated party. Afterwards William moved northwards to Scotland,  because he wanted to secure his borders; he wanted to have peace and stability inside England. Scotland was ruled by king Malcolm. When king Malcolm saw the advent of William the Conqueror with the army,  he surrendered to king William without fighting. King Malcolm didn’t engage in war because he saw the lesson of Hastings; he saw the lesson that took place in Wales. King William the Conqueror had him in another feudal relation where William the conqueror is the lord and king Malcolm is the vassal. As a token for this feudal relationship, he gave him his son Duncan to attend in his court and to serve him as a knight. 
William the Conqueror did not trust the English people one hundred percent, so in order to ensure his stay in England, he introduced the feudal settlements. The word "feudal" came from the Latin word "feudum" which means an estate. 
The feudal settlement is European in origin; it is not English; it was brought all the way from Europe. There was a kind of necessity for introducing this system in England. William needed a well disciplined, well trained, standing by army. He would get this through introducing the feudal system. When we talk about the feudal settlement, we talk about knights and a large network of castles. These castles are built especially in the midland or the middle part of England, so as to work as a buffer zone between Scotland and the southern part . 
In the beginning, William changed nothing, but when he saw the hostility of the English people, he took over the administrative and the judicial system. William granted lots of lands to the prominent figures in his army. But by what right did William grant these people these lands? In medieval England and medieval Europe in general, it was known among people that the king owns the whole land, so he could do whatever he pleases with it. This right is not written, but it is just known among people. So once William took over and became the king, he assumed the possession of whole England. So According to the feudal system, England was divided into estates; these states were granted to prominent figures in William's army; to his Norman companions. Later on, these companions turned into counts. The word "count" came from "companions". These companions are the companions of William the Conqueror who came all the way with him from Normandy. So the estates that were granted by William the Conqueror were very large, they were called "owners". William gave prominent people in the state these owners. These people were called tenants-in-chief.  The count is a title that denotes  political and social status. When we hear the word count, we know that he is one of the courtiers. According to the feudal system, these counts are called tenants-in-chief. The king is their lord. By time, the English people started to call "owners" "baronies". The king granted lands to his tenants-in-chief in return of a certain number of knights. 
The feudal relation has its own social aspect; as it is symbolized by a ceremony that takes place in the public. In this ceremony, the king would extend his hands, the tenant-in-chief would come on his knee and put his hands on the extended hands of the king , then  he would swear fidelity and do homage. 

The king was outside England most of the time, but he, as a lord, would come to England to  meet his vassals on three occasions: Christmas, Easter day, and Whitsuntide. They meet in the three centers of old England: Westminster, Winchester, and Gloucester.
Most of the counts were from Normandy, their families were there, so they needed to go to Normandy and stay for a while. This made it hard for them to supply the king with the agreed-on number of knights. They divided their large estates into smaller parts, and they granted them to other tenants, lower in their social and political status. These tenants were called "under-tenants" or "sub-tenants". In return for this land, the sub-tenant would supply the tenant-in-chiefs with a certain number of knights. The same ceremony is being done to celebrate this relation. These small estates are called "fiefs". This word is coming from a "knight's fee". The fiefs are smaller in size than owners. The estate is an umbrella term for owners and fiefs.
When William the Conqueror divided the land, he made the largest estates on the borders of Scotland in the north, and on the borders with Wales in the west. These estates acted as buffer zones or buffer estates. William did this as point of attraction for his companions, as these estates were very dangerous zones.  
The feudal relation is controlled by certain conditions: 
This relation is often permanent and hereditary except for certain cases. "Permanent" means that it is going to last for all time. Hereditary means that the tenant- in-chief could pass his estates down to his own sons and to his grandchildren. But these two conditions are liable to change in two cases: 
· If the heir is still under-age, in his years of minority. In this case, the lord would retreat the estate. The lord then would be in charge of this estate, and he would be in charge of raising this young heir and training him as a knight. When he reaches adulthood, the lord would give him back the estate. 
· In case the tenant-in- chief or the count dies, leaving behind him an heiress. According to the Norman law, women in England were denied their right to inherit the estates of their fathers. In old England before the Norman Conquest, women enjoyed this right; they had the right of inheriting their fathers or their husbands. In this case, the king would retreat the estate, and he would be in charge of the lady, choosing her a suitable husband, and then giving back the estate not to her, but to her husband. This lasted until the modern age.
As a part of the agreement, The vassal would protect his lord; he would fight with him in time of war.  If the vassal deserts his lord, he will be denied the right of having his estate,  as this behavior is considered the most dangerous felony.

By time, the king expected his tenants-in-chief  to give him some money during three occasions without asking for this money. They give him this money as a gift.

 These three occasions are:
· The knighting of his eldest son.

· The marriage of his eldest daughter. 
· Should the lord falls in the hands of his enemy, his vassal will pay his ransom . 
Because of the feudal settlement, the English society has acquired a military nature rather than a civil one. As when we talk about Feudal system, we talk about knights and ceremonies. Each prominent count had his own army. The tenant- in chief would grant small estates to sub-tenants in return of certain number of knights. He would send the agreed-on number of knights to the king and keep the remainder for himself inside his castle. 
Until now, the southern and the middle part of England is more civilized than the northern part. Most of the castles were built in the middle, and few of them were built in the south. But they did not build castles at all in the northern part, as the king didn’t grant estates in this part except for the buffer ones. Northern people were very hostile towards the Normans; therefore, there were no Normans there. 
Doomsday Book: 

William the Conqueror insured stability inside and outside England. He introduced the feudal system to England which is European in nature. He ordered for a survey to be conducted throughout England. This survey is known as Doomsday Book. This book was surveying all the lords and their annual revenue .
The administrative division of "old England" was administratively divided into counties, shires, and hundreds. According to the feudal system, the administrative division of "Norman England" is owners and fiefs. 
In order for this survey to be conducted efficiently, they formed juries in every single shire. These juries would set and listen to committees that are formed in villages. In every single village, there is a committee made of priest, 6 villagers, and a reeve.
Every person would stand in front of the committee and tell an oath. To know the  annual revenue,  this committee would ask every single person about his possessions such as lands, livestock, and crops. This committee would move up to the jury. 
All these mass of information was were over to Winchester where the clerks of the king are. The clerks reviewed the information and rearranged them on entries by the name of the lords. Underneath each name would come his possession in terms of lands, livestock, knights, tenants, and crops. 

This survey was conducted for three reasons: 

· To settle down disputes among lords over the land. 

· To give the king a clear picture of the annual revenue of the whole country. 

· To know who paid  the Dingell from those who didn’t . 

The "Dingell" is a national tax paid to the king by every single English man to keep the Danish invaders away from England.
                                                                                                                    End ...[image: image1.png]
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