Poetry The 1st lecture:                                                                                                                                           د.فوزية
Today we are going to take an introduction about Modernism. We need to know what modernism is and who the modernist poets are and what the major characteristics of modernism are. First of all, we will have the definition of modernism. It is a literary movement. It is like an action. Every literary movement is going to be a reaction for its previous one. If we go back in history, we have the renaissance. The Renaissance was a kind of revolution in knowledge. It was like a revival of the old and a development to a new one. After the Renaissance we have Classicism. Classicism was also a revolt against the sentimentality of the Renaissance period. Then we have Romanticism. It was again a reaction against classicism and the appreciation of the individual as a human being with all of his right and the need to go into the self. So, every period is a kind of a reaction to its predecessors. 
So, modernism is a literary and cultural movement which flourished in the early decades of the 20th century. At the beginning of the 20th century, a very significant historical event occurred which was the World War I and the World War. This causes people to lose confidence and faith in everything/ in the established religion/ in the established order of the political system/ in all of the values. Man’s faith was shaken. The war destroyed everything. It made man as disordered/ incoherent/ imbalanced. He lost faith in every established value. So, the modernist literary movement occurred. Modernism is marked by experimentation. This is one of the major characteristics of modernism. Experimentation means experiencing/ trying everything new/trying new techniques/ trying new forms/ developing them. They will take the old and they try to develop it/ add something new. For example, you remember the English sonnet and the Petrarchan sonnet. The Petrarchan is a literary form. It is written of 14 lines. It consists of an octave and a sestet. And Shakespearean sonnet consists of three quatrains and a concluding couplet. This is the traditional form of the sonnet. In the modernist, they experimented with that by extending the lines, particularly they start with the octave 8 lines but they exceed the sestet. The sonnet becomes like 22 lines or more. This is what we call it experimentation. 
We will experience another technique. We will experience so many techniques with Eliot, for example, fragmented (fragmentation). He collected pieces and put them in new work of art. For example, he borrowed lines, images, words, or a whole quotation from another literary work and use it in his own work. This is called borrowing. So, all of these are experimental technique.   
Modernism also was a revolt against the conservative value of realism which was prevailing earlier. And modernism encompasses the activities and output of those who felt that traditional forms of art, architecture, literature, religious faith, social organization and daily life were become out-of-date. Modernism is not only a movement in literature. It also occurred in arts (painting/ music….) and in also politics and in many values of life. This is the general definition of modernism. So, it is a kind of a literary cultural movement that is as a reaction to the decades before. It is marked by experimentation. This is one of the major characteristics in modernism. Everything before is considered outdated. In modernism, we have to update everything. 
Modernism characterized chiefly by a rejection of the 19th century traditions (meter turns into free verse). What we notice that in modern literature, they tend to use free verse rather than metrical verse. (Metrical verse means that we have meter, rhyme scheme/ we have specific form like couplet and quatrains and so on). For example, in one of Eliot’s poems; “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, when we read in this free verse, we will find lines that they look like sestet. In the traditional sonnet, the octave presents the problem/ the main idea and in the sestet, there is the solution or the answer to the question. 
So, Modernism characterized chiefly by a rejection of the 19th century traditions. Meter is rejected into free verse. 
 Modernists emphasized humanism over nationalism, and argued for cultural relativism. 
So, every culture is related to the other. When Eliot wrote ‘The Waste Land’, he referred to many cultures (Hinduism/ Japanese/ French/ Phoenicians culture/ the Pharaohs,….). In the poem, while you read sometimes in one line, you find allusions (historical, religious, mythological, or whatever). Sometimes you could see that he combined between a reference to the pharaohs and reference to the Phoenicians or reference to something modern. There is a link. He did not do this just cut and paste. He did it on purpose because he wants to link that there is a connection between this culture and that culture. During the Phoenicians and in the Pharaohs, they used to have a beautiful maiden and dressed her beautifully and they throw her to the Nile as a sacrifice. Again the same idea is repeated in ‘The Waste Land’ by describing a person who has planted a corpse. The idea is that this kind of cycle of life (birth>grow>maturity>decay>death). This cycle is connected. You see how he linked. This is what we call cycle of nature. 
Modernism presented antiheroes, uncategorizable persons, and anti-art movements. Modernism presents also something else; it is not only presenting the hero. This idea is earlier in the romantics. You remember Wordsworth. He wrote poems about simple people/ the peasants/ idiot boy/ the reapers. And also in the art we could find surrealism which was again another artistic movement which is using different items in creating a work of art. We see here as modernism is trying to collect all these items but presenting them in new idea. 
Modernism rebelled against industrialized nation.  We see a sense of rebellion about industrial society. 
Modernism challenged the idea that God played an active role in the world. This is related to the theme of loss of faith. So, man here feels himself as a human being of free will/ of reason/ and he can handle his own destiny. Loss of faith started earlier with the beginning of the 19th century/ with the new scientific period/ with Darwin's "Origin of Species". People with weak faith started to lose faith in an existence of God/ that there is no God and some think that nature created itself. So, we have roots. In modernism, there is nothing just new. It has root but it is developed. 
Modernism rebelled against industrialized nations because of their greed and aggression. This is because of the war. The war had occurred because of the greed. Each nation wants to be the greatest/ the most powerful/ the wealthiest nation. So, we will notice again in the modernist literary men that they tried to rebel again this industrialized mechanical kind of war because man unfortunately turned to be more individual secluded from his society. 
So, the summary of modernism is a literary and a cultural movement in modern thought or practice. It is characterized by self-consciousness, experimentation, freedom of expression, primitivism and radicalism.   
We move to the characteristics of modernism and how we can judge that this work of art is a modernist work of art or not. 
The characteristics of modernism:
1-Modernism is marked by a strong and intentional break with tradition. This break includes a strong reaction against established religious, political, and social views.
You studied Eliot’s ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’. It is important for us to keep the details. He said that tradition does not mean to copy from the ancient but to take these masterpieces and to improve it. For example, if an artist wants to create a point, he will go a read ‘The Divine Comedy’ as in Eliot in ‘The Love Song’. He took something of that tradition and recreated it back in his work of art. ‘The Divine Comedy’ is a work of art written by Dante in which Dante himself experienced going through the layers of hell and in every level he met the people there. In one of the levels, he met one person who said that I will tell you my secret. He told him because of false counseling (he gives advice which are wrong to people) he is sent to hell. We will read this section in ‘The Love Song’. Eliot used this point as an epigram from the point that he is going to write about. 
2-Modernists believe that the world is created in the act of perceiving it; that is, the world is what we say it is.
To perceive is to know. There is a sense of knowledge. You have to realize and to know the world that you live in, not to live in illusion and imaginary life. 
3-Modernists do not subscribe to absolute truth. All things are relative.
4-Modernists feel no connection with history or institutions. Their experience is that of alienation, loss, and despair.
Eliot here says that the tradition is there and we have to use it, but we have to develop it. 
Some of the modernists feel this connective and they lost faith and they are desperate. It is actually because of the war/ because of the political changes/ because of the horrors that man conceives. So, he felt that he is completely desperate/ there is not hope in life. Eliot’s essay clarified this point by making that man has to b connected to his tradition/ has to use it, but not to live in an imaginary one. He has to be live in the present world and benefit from the Past.  
5-Modernists champion the individual and celebrate inner strength.
The individual has to have the power, not depend on his society. He is part of the society but being strong in himself, this will strength him in his own society. 
6-Modernists believe life is unordered.
If you look at the modern time, you will find that everything is running fast. Every day you have something new in fashion, politics, and in life itself. There is no slow movement in man’s life. 
7-Modernists concern themselves with the sub-conscious.

Now we want to talk about the thematic features in the modern literature.
The themes that modernism concentrates on:  
1-Breaking down of limitation of space and time 
(This is the example I mentioned about Eliot. In one line he could refer to the Phoenicians and at the same time the modern time). This is what we will see in ‘The Waste Land’. For example, there was one of the characters who was talking about an experience describing when she was younger, she used to climb down the hill and slide on the snow. At the same time, there is a reference back to something else. 
2-break downing of social norms and cultural values.
This is what we call it emancipation of women. (Freedom in relationships/ freedom in sexual relationship). Sex takes more liberal forms. It is actually adultery. It is not considered adultery although themselves do not do that; this is forbidden as an act of adultery. But nowadays it is like friendship.    
3-Dislocation of meaning and sense from its normal context.
This is what we know as intertextuality. For example, Eliot is taking lines from different works of art. You will find some lines from Shakespeare/ some lines from Arnold and Tennyson. He borrowed that line and uses it in his work of art. This borrowing enhances the meaning. For example, sometimes he would borrow while he narrates in ‘The Waste Land’. ‘The Waste Land’ is a poem that took place in 12 hours. But it has special dimension. He travels through time to the past; to Greek, to the Pharaohs, to the Phoenicians, and to the Hinduism and all come back at the same time. And you can find sometimes that when he is narrating things, he presented a song; a song that is borrowed from Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’. He borrowed the text (the lines) of the song and used it in the text while he is narrating what the speaker speaks in order to show feelings of love. This is related to earlier centuries (maybe 13th century or 14th century). And again he uses it in a modern form to connect the same feeling of love. 
4-Valorization of the despairing individual in the face of an unmanageable future
When we talk about valorization of the despairing individual, the modern individual here is unfortunately having this sense of loss and despair in a world. This is again going back to loss of faith (Any kind of faith not only religious faith/ Faith on his existence; why am I created in this world?) So, the modern people lost the sense of existence. 
5-Disillusionment
You see in the novels and plays this theme of disillusionment. For example, sometimes a person is hoping for great achievements, after graduating he faces the reality. 
6-Rejection of history and the substitution of a mythical past, borrowed without chronology.
This is related to disillusion. We talk about the mythical past. As if one here is trying to disconnect himself from the reality that lives in into living in illusions.
7-Need to reflect complexity of modern life.
8-Importance of unconscious mind. 
9-Interest in the primitive and non-western culture. 
For example, ‘Passage to India’ novel talks about colonialism. But there is a great interest about Indian cultures.
Characteristics of modernism in literature: 
1-Modernist writers proclaimed a new "subject matter" for literature and they felt that their new way of looking at life required a new form, a new way of writing. Writers of this period tend to pursue more experimental and usually more highly individualistic forms of writing. The sense of a changing world was stimulated by radical new developments, such as new insights from the emerging fields of psychology and sociology.
We will notice the significance of psychology and the psychological impact and the psychological theories that encourage and became new fields. We can see this in the new form that Eliot used in ‘The love Song’. In ‘the Love Song’, it is a dramatic monologue, but it is not a regular traditional monologue in which we have a speaker who speaks and while he speaks he reveals himself like “My Last Duchess”. We have the duke speaks. He is so proud to present the portrait of his dead wife, but at the same time when he speaks, he reveals himself. ‘In the Love Song’, Eliot used the same dramatic monologue. He used a lot of psychology in it so that it becomes what we call it interior; there is a lot of psychology in it. The speaker here when he speaks, we could go deep into his psychological self.
2-anthropological studies of comparative religion 
This is what Eliot depended on before he wrote ‘The Waste Land’ by reading anthropology and depending on some of the books that we will mention later on.  
3-new theories of electromagnetism and quantum physics
4-A growing critique of British imperialism and the ideology of the Empire. 
Great imperialist nation was Britain of all these colonies. If you go back to the 19th century and earlier to the 18th century, there is slavery. The idea of enslaving man developed into abolishing slavery they act in America and in Britain later on and then abolishing of slavery and it is actually paving the way towards more equality among human beings. 
5-the growing force of doctrines of racial superiority in Germany.
This refers to the World War with Hitler. He believes that the Germans are the purist race.
6-the escalation of warfare to a global level.
7-shifting power structures, particularly as women enter the work force.
Women demanded the rights and they gained the rights in the 20th century. 
8-the emergence of a new "city consciousness"
The city consciousness= belonging. The city becomes like the society of man. 
9-new information technologies such as radio and cinema. 
10-the advent of mass democracy and the rise of mass communication. 
The whole world become like a small village. 
11-fin-de-siècle ["end-of-the-century"] consciousness. 
The sense of time is moving and the century is ending. 
The major writers of this period:
We have two groups. One is novelists and the other is poets who are interested of what we call fragmentary images and complex allusions. We have Ezra Pound and Eliot. We will not study Pound. And then we have stream-of-consciousness and those are the novelists as you studied; you take Virginia Woolf, James Joyce and Conrad.  
In this term we will start by Eliot. We will take two poems. The first poem is “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”. It is a love song but it is a modernist love song. And then we will take “The Waste Land”.  And then we will take short poem for Auden and then another poem for another poet.
Then we will have an introduction about the modern poetry.
Next time we will start with T. S. Eliot. He is an American poet. He moved to Britain. He was born in 1888. He attended Harvard University. It was the first university established in the U.S. it was established for religious purpose to graduate clergymen. He left with masters and undergraduate degree. Then he returned to Harvard to study Indian philosophy and Sanskrit. In 1915, he married Vivienne Haigh-Wood but unfortunately the marriage was not successful. They had their problem and they were separated. She had unfortunately a kind of psychological or a mental disease. In 1917, he began to work at Lloyds Bank in London. In 1925, he left the bank to work in another publication. In 1927, Eliot converted to Anglicanism and dropped the U.S citizenship and he became a British citizen. As we said in 1933, he separated from his wife. Vivienne was committed to the Northumberland House mental hospital and remained there until she died.
In 1948, he won the Nobel Prize for literature. In 1957, he married his secretary who was young; she was 32 years old. After his death in 1965, Valerie has dedicated her time to preserving his work and helped in its publication. In 1983 after his death, he was given another prize Tony Awards for production of ‘Cats’. 
Eliot’s themes:
Eliot’s writing seeks to put the reader off balance so as to capture the incoherence and dislocations of a bewildering age. He has witnessed the birth of something new and unprecedented, and finds the change to be a hard and bitter agony”. The reader also attempts to counteract its disorderliness by synthesizing disparate elements into a conceptual unity. (He put all the fragmentations in one unity).
“The poet’s mind is in fact a receptacle for seizing and storing up numberless feelings, phrases, images, which remain there until all the particles which can unite to form a new compound are present together”.
This reminds me of Wordsworth. 
Aesthetic Views A poem should be an organic thing in itself, a made object. Once it is finished, the poet will no longer have control of it. It should be judged, analyzed by itself without the interference of the poet’s personal influence and intentional elements and other elements.
The style and techniques that are followed in the modernist literary writings:
-Disconnected images
-Symbols
-literary allusions and references
 -Sometimes VERY obscure!!!
-highly expressive meter
-rhythm of free verses
-metaphysical whimsical images/whims
One of the images that we will see in ‘The Love Song’: the speaker described himself that he is going through a journey and while he was on the journey, he described himself as a patient etherized upon a table. This is a very strange image but the exact meaning is that actually the time, which is the evening time, changes from daylight to darkness. It is like the state of being under anesthesia. This is one of the whimsical images.
-flexible ton and fragmentation. 
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