Poetry  ‘The Waste Land’ The 6th lecture:  
The fourth vignette:
It starts with talking about unreal city. It is unreal city because it is the city of death. Look at the haunted imagery of brown fog. Fog is dim and you cannot see through the fog. So, there is no clarity. When it is brown fog, this adds to the image of dimness and it shows that this city is haunted by death. 
	Unreal City,
	[bookmark: 60]60

	Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,
	[bookmark: 61]

	A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,
	[bookmark: 62]

	I had not thought death had undone so many.
	[bookmark: 63]

	Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,
	[bookmark: 64]

	And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
	[bookmark: 65]65

	Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,
	[bookmark: 66]

	To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours
	[bookmark: 67]

	With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.
	[bookmark: 68]

	There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying “Stetson!
	[bookmark: 69]

	You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!
	[bookmark: 70]70

	That corpse you planted last year in your garden,
	[bookmark: 71]

	Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?
	[bookmark: 72]

	Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?
	[bookmark: 73]

	Oh keep the Dog far hence, that’s friend to men,
	[bookmark: 74]

	Or with his nails he’ll dig it up again!
	[bookmark: 75]75

	You! hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère!”
	








	Unreal City,

	Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,



It is winter season which also connotes season of death. 
	A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,
	

	I had not thought death had undone so many.
	


Here we have a speaker who walks in London streets and he reflects the atmosphere in that dead city. So, the beginning of this vignette talks about unreal city/ the city of the death/ the city that is haunted by death imagery (brown fog) in winter. If you look at the word ‘unreal city’, you will find that this is a borrowing from Baudelaire the French artist. (Read the footnote). (This passage begins, without transition, a City of London scene; see Headnote remarks about Baudelaire's use of metropolitan imagery…….) 
A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,
So many>>>>> it is the reference to the flowing of people. It is again an allusion from Dante’s “Inferno” in which Dante says >>>(So long a train of people, that I should never have believed death had undone so many………). 
Dante is in his ‘Inferno’ talks about the flowing of people. Who are those condemned souls? Those souls could not recognize the difference between the good and the evil. That is why they are condemned and they are waiting at the gate of hell and they were sent there. 
All these borrowings about the unreal city from Baudelaire and about the haunted imagery of Brown fog reflect that life that is inhabited by death in life/ a life without meaning/ a life that is devoid of meaning and of spiritual values.   	
Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,
The speaker again refers to Dante’s ‘Inferno’ when he describes the people in hell that they are speechless/ that they are sighing. (sighing) is an expression of sadness. It is the expression of being unable to express your opinions. (read the footnote: the translation here to my hearing there was no lamentation except sighs which cause the eternal air to tremble). This is Dante in Limbo. Limbo is one of the levels of hell. It is the first circle of hell and where all the people there are waiting to be sent to the varied levels.
And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
Look at the way that people look down. Everyone is interested in himself. They do not look up because they are shame, afraid, depressed, and punished and they feel getting. They do not have the courage to look up. So, they are looking down to their feet. The idea here is that he is explaining the sins in hell and he compares them to the sins in the waste land/ the people in the waste land because their lives are devoid of security. They have a kind of mechanical life. In the scene here we have the speaker in the streets of London at early hours of morning and everybody is flowing to his work. They are heading to their work. When they go to their work, they are passing by a church.  The church here is to announce the time/ the clock. Nobody is interested in visiting the church. It is a symbol of religion but unfortunately this church is not visited by people. So, it is only for announcing the time. People are having a kind of mechanical life, getting up early in the morning, go to work and finish their work and then come back home. Their lives have no spiritual value. This is what we call death and life/ materialistic life or the modern kind of life. 
Eliot here tries to link between people of the waste land and the people in hell according to Dante’s description. He describes them like the people in limbo; the first layer of hell. The people are only sighing, unable to speak, looking down and they are a shamed because of their sins. They are waiting their judgment and each one will sent to a different level of hell. 
Look at the word ‘flowed’, it is like the flowing of water. We know the River Thames in London and it flows. The flowing water is a symbol of flowing of time as well. Time does not stop. What about the waste land/ the land that Eliot speaks about? It is a land where time has stopped. Because there is no faith and no spiritual values as if time is dead/ it is stopped. 
Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,
  Notice the repetition of the world flowed. 
(King William Street) >>>This is the major significant street in London for the economic district. All of those people are working as clerks, bankers or tradesmen. They are flowing silently.
To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours
(Saint Mary Woolnoth)>>>> This is the church/ it is one of the many fine churches in the city of London the financial district in which these people are going to work. Look at the contrast>>>> the materialistic world and the spiritual world together. So, these people are passing by church which is a symbol of spirituality but unfortunately it is neglected and deserted and not visited except on Sundays. 
With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.
Nine is the time for starting their jobs. The sound of the clock is dead because it does not connote any spirituality. (read the footnote at the final stroke of nine: "A phenomenon which I have often noticed" this is a quotation from T.S Eliot, nine was the hour when the office work begins.)
The speaker here talks about the crowd who walks in the streets of London going to their work and those are the people of the waste land. In this crowd he saw someone and his name is Stetson.
	There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying “Stetson!

	You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!

	That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

	Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?


 

The speaker saw someone he knows. His name is Stetson who is a bank clerk. Both of them fought in the war. We know from here that the speaker is a soldier, so it might the same speaker we talked about him earlier. What is Mylae? (read the footnote>> Mylae is a battle in the Mylae is a battle in the first Punic war (260B.C.) between the Romans and Carthaginians fought for control of the Mediterranean trade.)
The reference here to this particular battle is to connote the World War I that they were both soldiers in the war. They were both soldiers who fought in the same battle. They were like marines. 
This takes us the fertility myth. You remember the Phoenician who threw an image in the sea and the Egyptians who were throwing a maiden in the Nile so that it would not flood. Again we have the same idol or the same image which is planted underground to symbolize fertility. In Weston’s book, she talked about the Fisher King, an earlier ritual which is actually used in Asia and in Africa particularly. They used to bury genital or sexual organs of a male in the ground as a symbol of fertility. So, all of these again refers to the theme of regeneration. (Read the footnote: Stetson, some veteran of the Great War perhaps, has buried its memories as formerly people buried images of the dead god, but unlike them does not wish it to sprout; he is like all the others in the City procession, indifferent to the central images of religion.)
Here he does not want to remember. You see the link >>>>Burying an idol for regeneration but here the burial does not wish for regeneration or rebirth. So, we have a link with a fertility myth. They bury in African the social organs and the Phoenicians throw the image >>>all for regeneration/ rebirth/ restoration, but for the people of the waste land who suffer from the destruction of war; they do not want to remember. They do not want this regeneration of memories of the war. Regeneration and rebirth are linked to religion and faith.
	                             Will it bloom this year?

	Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?




When you plant the seeds and it is frosty, the seeds will not grow and they will die. It is an indication of the end. 
Oh keep the Dog far hence, that’s friend to men,
Usually dogs dig the earth searching for buried bones. They find extra food and they bury it to hide it. Sometimes they pee on it to get their own smell so that it will be protected. It is a natural behavior of animals. They leave a sign that this place is their own. So, the dog is digging the earth>>>this is an indication he will stop the lands regeneration or rebirth as if he is destroying the corpse or at the same time he is digging back for memories.
Or with his nails he’ll dig it up again!
(Read the footnote which is again a reference to Webster's “The White Devil: In that play, IV.iv, Cornelia, referring to "the friendless bodies of unburied men," sings: "But keep the wolf far hence that's foe to men, / For with his nails he'll dig them up again." In the tame life of Stetson there are friendly dogs, not hostile wolves; a milieu unsuited to the rising of a god. There were originally more allusions to Webster in the poem.)
Here there is an allusion to Webster in his play where there is a reference to the wolves. The wolves are enemies of men, not like the dogs. Eliot here alluded to Webster but in a different way by using dogs instead of wolves because dogs are friends to men but they also dig>>>an indication of regeneration of memories. 
You! hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère!”
It means "You! hypocrite reader- my likeness- my brother". This is a borrowing from Baudelaire. (read the footnote: Baudelaire says the reader shares with him the sin of ennui, which, under some more modern formulation such as anomie, is the sin of the city-workers and of us all. (Which is the mechanical life.)
What I think Baudelaire here mentions is that the modern man unfortunately is caught in the mechanical life to the extent that he neglect his spiritual needs. Life in modern time has become full of stress, tension and demanding for many needs and so on. So, man is caught to fulfill what he wishes to accomplish and he neglects human relationships. The man unfortunately shares the sin of boredom and it is heightened because he could not find spiritual satisfaction because of the disillusionment/ because of the horror that the modern man in particular after the World War I disillusioned and distorted and he lost faith. 
We finished The Burial of the Dead. And now we have the presentations. 
	Winter kept us warm, covering
	[bookmark: 5]5

	Earth in forgetful snow, feeding
	



 You remember at the beginning>>>>>> 
And here >>>> the sudden frost disturbed its bed?
The frost is a continuation of a cold season. Spring comes after winter which means still it is a cold season and we can see snow melting and frost there. Frost is harmful for plants. We have certain seasons of farming. So, the reference here or the link to snow >>>>snow covers and hides memories and frost here destroys them. Look at the line which says (disturbed it be). Then he says, (Oh keep the Dog far hence,) because the dog here is digging. Digging means regeneration/ rebirth/ restoration. But the dog here is a friend of man. Eliot here is borrowing from Webster but he juxtaposes it. It is a contrast meaning. In Webster the reference is to the wolves which are the enemies of man. But here the dog is a friend to human beings and his digging is only regeneration but here the people of the waste land do not want to remember the past memories of the war. They want to bury and hide them.
And there is a reference to the Egyptian fertility >>>>Osiris and I did not tell you about it. Osiris is an Egyptian god. (Read the footnote: Osiris is an Egyptian god……husband of Isis. He was regarded as an Egyptian king ----- travelled abroad spreading principles of government and religion, -----).
What we get from this myth is that Osiris as an ancient mythological peaceful figure representing in a way peace. So, we have a reference to the Egyptian fertility. 

Then the doctor commented on the presentations of the student:
-The fragmentation is a technique and a theme. Fragmentation is a technique used in the poem but at the same time it reflects this theme of the fragmented self. We mean the self itself/ the speaker and the characters. They were males and females. All of them are combined with the figure Tiresias who is considered the protagonist of the poem because he represents male and female aspects. 

Now we move to the second section which is “A Game of Chess”.
II. A GAME OF CHESS
Chess is a strategic game. You have to play according to a plan. You have to know how to defend and how to attack. When the king falls, the game is finished. In this play in the first row we have the soldiers. They have specific moves; they are not allowed to move free. They move only one step ahead. They are restricted in their actions. It is a kind of a game that is played between two partners. There is a kind of equality between them. In this section we have two scenes one from the upper class and one from the lower class. In the first section we have a scene of a rich lady who lives in a very beautiful lavish kind of life. The ceilings are decorated with silky materials and with gold. She sits on a chair like a queen. She is also described like Cleopatra the great beautiful Egyptian queen who committed suicide. Cleopatra was Queen of Egypt. She was beautiful magnificent queen who had great dominance over land and sea. And then she fell in love with a Roman conqueror who conquered her land and then she committed a suicide by snake bite to avoid falling into the hand of Roman Emperor. So, we could see a woman who sacrificed her life for a frustrated kind of love. In the first scene, we have a beautiful rich lady who has everything around. She sits on a chair engraving of Cupid the symbol of love. She is surrounded by beautiful rich attire like candles, great portraits on the wall. But with all the richness that she has, she is bored because she feels that she is not loved by her lover or her husband. There is a kind of disturbed feelings. 
The second scene is about lover class in a bar. It is a scene about love in which we have women talking about a third one Lil who is married. She is a mother with five children and her husband who has just been discharged from the army sent her money so that she will fix her teeth so that she will have a nicer smile. Instead of using the money to improve her beauty, she used the money to commit abortion; to get rid of her sixth child because she felt bored of having all of those children and taking care of them. So, we feel that the theme of regeneration is distorted/ it s ended in a way. And unfortunately the bills that she used to induce the fetus harmed her physical look and she is worse. So, she looks ugly in a way. One of her friend was trying to convince her that she should take care of herself and her looks otherwise there are many women are waiting for her husband. We have to pay attention that this is a period of war which means that thousands of soldiers/ men number is less than women. 
What we could see in ‘The Game of Chess’ that this is a section that concentrates on sex or physical love and the danger of love. In this section, we have three vignettes. The first one is about the upper class women and there is a mythological reference or a historical reference of Cleopatra and to Philomela and to Dido. The second vignette is a dialogue between the upper class woman and a man (it might be her husband). The third one is where we have the lower class woman and the urban environment. 
	II. A GAME OF CHESS

The Chair she sat in, like a burnished throne,
	[bookmark: 77]

	Glowed on the marble, where the glass
	[bookmark: 78]

	Held up by standards wrought with fruited vines
	[bookmark: 79]

	From which a golden Cupidon peeped out
	[bookmark: 80]80

	(Another hid his eyes behind his wing)
	[bookmark: 81]

	Doubled the flames of sevenbranched candelabra
	[bookmark: 82]

	Reflecting light upon the table as
	[bookmark: 83]

	The glitter of her jewels rose to meet it,
	[bookmark: 84]

	From satin cases poured in rich profusion;
	








 Look at the first sentences. This section is so rich with lavish setting. The woman here sits on a chair. This chair is like a burnished throne as if it is a golden throne reflecting its light on the marble. The floor is marble. We have a burning imagery/ fire imagery here. We have vines/ trees in the chair. So, the chair is so beautiful and there are vines. 
	From which a golden Cupidon peeped out

	(Another hid his eyes behind his wing)




Cupid is a symbol of love. He is also a symbol of sexuality. (Another hid his eyes behind his wing) >>>Here we have a connotation for the failing romance or maybe the failing marriage in that woman’s life. So, it is a symbol of a failed romance or a failed marriage.
	Doubled the flames of sevenbranched candelabra

	Reflecting light upon the table as

	The glitter of her jewels rose to meet it,




Look at the fire image here. This burning bright imagery reflects the richness and the lavish style that the lady lives in. her jewelries are reflecting the light of the candles. Her chair which is gold reflects its light on the marble. So, we have a kind of a throne. (Read the footnote: juxtaposes two contemporary settings, the first……..the title suggests two plays by Thomas Middleton……… on stage.)
 The borrowing of the title is from Middleton’s plays; one is ‘A Game of Chess’ and it was written 1627 and the second play is “Women Beware Women” in 1657 where we have a busy mother-in-law playing a game while her daughter-in-law is seduced. So, the borrowings both connote to the major theme of the poem which is the theme of physical love. (Read the footnote burnished throne:  it refers to Antony and Cleopatra act II, scene ii burnished throne. In Shakespeare’s play …………..)  
In Antony and Cleopatra, we have a description of Cleopatra’s throne in water which is reflecting her beauty and her lavish beautiful highly decorated throne on the waters of the Nile. So, the lady who sits on her chair like a queen is compared to Cleopatra and the link between the two (the upper class and Cleopatra) is that they have both a lavish kind of life. 
The wealthy lady awaits her lover or her husband and she is upset and neurotic/ nervous. 
	In vials of ivory and coloured glass
	[bookmark: 86]

	Unstoppered, lurked her strange synthetic perfumes,
	[bookmark: 87]

	Unguent, powdered, or liquid—troubled, confused
	[bookmark: 88]

	And drowned the sense in odours; stirred by the air
	[bookmark: 89]

	That freshened from the window, these ascended
	[bookmark: 90]90

	In fattening the prolonged candle-flames,
	[bookmark: 91]

	Flung their smoke into the laquearia,
	[bookmark: 92]

	Stirring the pattern on the coffered ceiling.
	



 Look again the lavish lifestyle kind of room. The room is full of perfumes of the lady (the powdered, unguent and liquid) and even the perfumes that come out of the burning candles. All are mixed together through breeze that comes from the window and rise to the ceiling and they create a kind of haunted room/ room that is haunted with glitter and with perfumes and with so many things. (Read the footnote number 2 which talks about}Flung their smoke into the laquearia, Stirring the pattern on the coffered ceiling{. It is a borrowing from Aeneid. Aeneid quotes the passage containing the terms laqueria or panelled Ceiling and describing …….). 
Who is Dido? Dido is a queen who settled in Africa and she bought great lands and she initiated her kingdom Carthage. She was forced by her people to marry, so that she will start regeneration of her own ancestor. Aeneas the hero of the ‘Iliad’ passed by her and she fell in love with him but of course she has committed herself to marry another person. It ends that she committed suicide because of that frustrated love because Aeneas left her and abandoned her and she committed suicide. 
So, the rich lady is associated with Dido and with Cleopatra. Both women Cleopatra and Dido committed suicide out of frustrated love. We feel that the lady here is desperate. Let’s see how desperate she is.
	Huge sea-wood fed with copper

	Burned green and orange, framed by the coloured stone,

	In which sad light a carvèd dolphin swam.



Again the fireplace >>>>we have the burning imagery and we have a picture of a dolphin swimming.
	Above the antique mantel was displayed

	As though a window gave upon the sylvan scene

	The change of Philomel, by the barbarous king

	So rudely forced; yet there the nightingale

	Filled all the desert with inviolable voice

	And still she cried, and still the world pursues,

	'Jug Jug' to dirty ears.


There is a picture of Philomel. Who is Philomel or Philomela? Philomela is a story of a beautiful maiden who visited her sister. After the insistence of his wife because she misses her sister, her brother-in-law went to bring her for her. When he saw the beautiful Philomel, he raped her/ abducted her and in order that she will not speak or tell her sister, he cut her tongue. Notice here the brutality of abduction and turning her into a speechless human being. When she came to her sister, she wanted to tell her sister about her story and the only way that she could do it is by creating the work of art/ creating a tapestry. So, she wove her story into a work of art and her sister knew what happened to her. In order to avenge her husband for betraying her and for abducting her sister, so she slaughtered her son and fed it to his father and the two sisters runaway.    Before he could catch them, they were transformed into birds; Philomela into a nightingale (sweet sad songs) and her sister into a swallow (a swallow is a bird with sharp sound). 
What does this connote to the woman who is sitting in a lavish beautiful setting? Philomela as well as the reference to Cleopatra and Dido, all of these women suffered of love and betrayal. 
So, the woman here who is sitting in this beautiful luxurious living room with all the richness surrounding her is miserable, sad because of unsatisfied love. 

(Jug Jug)>>>this is an Elizabethan expression of a nightingales’ song. 
The reference to Philomela’s rape gives an example of love that unfortunately turned into brutality and violence. We have an allusion to Ovid who wrote the story of Philomela.
What happened to Philomela still happens in the modern world to maidens. Unfortunately modern maidens in the waste land are treated like Philomela. They are raped because of the use of love.
	And other withered stumps of time

	Were told upon the walls; staring forms

	Leaned out, leaning, hushing the room enclosed.

	Footsteps shuffled on the stair.



(The arrival of the lover or the husband at this point of time.)
The lady here sits in a beautiful surrounding and she is not satisfied or happy by the surrounding that she is in. She is neurotic and upset and she is waiting for her lover. 
	Under the firelight, under the brush, her hair

	Spread out in fiery points

	Glowed into words, then would be savagely still.




Look at the reference to the women here with her burning hair. It is an indication of the sense of need for sexual satisfaction. The woman who seems happy unfortunately is emotionally dead. Notice the dialogue that is going on between her and the man who arrived either her husband or her lover. 
	'My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.

	'Speak to me. Why do you never speak? Speak.

	'What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?

	'I never know what you are thinking. Think.'






 Look at these words of the woman>>>>> a continuous demand to speak/ to communicate/ to express his feelings. So, she demands him to speak and to stay with her and to tell her what he thinks. When a woman who is in love demands her lover to tell her what he thinks, this means that she is insecure/ she is not sure of his feelings.
The response of her husband or her lover:
	
I think we are in rats' alley

	Where the dead men lost their bones.






We see that juxtaposition of the two settings. This beautiful rich lavish house is compared to rats’ alley. Look at the shocking response of the lover or the husband. I think we are in sordid/ ugly/ horrible/ dirty location filled with rats. The reference to the rats’ alley here indicates that the speaker here feel that this house is like rats’ alley which means that there is no love/ no security/ no comfort in that house in a way makes him as if he lives a kind of death in life state even with all the richness which means that there is no sympathy/ no love between the man and the woman. It is a place for death. There is no communication between him and the lady. There is no love affair. There is no peace of mind. So he thinks that they are having a kind of death in life. So, there is no emotion at the same time. The man here (the speaker) compares the house to rats’ alley. He can do nothing to bring her comfort. Let’s read her dialogue again.  ('My nerves are bad to-night.)  >>>> Which means that she is neurotic person every night.                       

	'My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.

	'Speak to me. Why do you never speak? Speak.

	'What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?

	'I never know what you are thinking. Think.'






Look at all of these continuous questions that addressing her lover. She is a very irritating woman/ a woman who does not give him peace of mind or sympathy or even love feelings and that is why the man is responding I think we are in rats’ alley where the dead men lost their bones.
The woman questions:
	
'What is that noise?'

	                      The wind under the door.

	'What is that noise now? What is the wind doing?'

	                      Nothing again nothing.

	                                              'Do

	

	'You know nothing? Do you see nothing? Do you remember

	'Nothing?'










Look at the hysterical way of dialogue that she is communicating with her lover. She asks about the noise. He responds that it is>>>> the wind under the door. (read the footnote number 7: is the wind ………still alive). Here it takes us back to the Fisher King myth/ the Fisher King who is wounded in his organs and he is infertile and his kingdom which was affected by this infertility. Again here this kind of love is infertile between the man and the woman. 
The lady asks:

	'What is that noise now? What is the wind doing?'

	                      Nothing again nothing.




She could not have any answer which means that she is desolate. She is incapable of giving any answer. She feels maybe disappointed in her life. She cannot communicate within even herself and thus she could not communicate with the others and with the world that is around her. Look at the repetition of nothing. 

	  I remember

	Those are pearls that were his eyes.





This line is repetition (the card of the drowned Phoenician sailor). 
Look at the answers of the lover. (I think we are in rats’ alley/ I remember those are pearls that were his eyes). He thinks only of drowning/ of rats/ of dead bones which means that he is desperate and he is living a kind of a death in life. 
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