Poetry
Fourth year-Second semester
‘The Waste Land’
T.S. Eliot
The 8th lecture:                                                                                                                                                         د.فوزية
Today we want to finish two sections>>>>( Death by Water) and then we will start with>>> (What the Thunder Said).
We notice with this section (What the Thunder Said) is that this section is a very dramatic and in it he concentrated upon three points; the first one will be about Christ suffering in the garden/ his crucifixion and resurrection. And the second one will talk about the myth of the Holy Grail and the third one is about the conflict that helped into reaching salvation.
We will start reading.
	IV. DEATH BY WATER

Phlebas the Phoenician, a fortnight dead,
	[bookmark: 312]

	Forgot the cry of gulls, and the deep seas swell
	[bookmark: 313]

	And the profit and loss.
	[bookmark: 314]

	A current under sea
	[bookmark: 315]315

	Picked his bones in whispers. As he rose and fell
	[bookmark: 316]

	He passed the stages of his age and youth
	[bookmark: 317]

	Entering the whirlpool.
	[bookmark: 318]

	Gentile or Jew
	[bookmark: 319]

	O you who turn the wheel and look to windward,
	[bookmark: 320]320

	Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you.
	


This is the shortest section in ‘The Waste Land’ and it is the most organized because there is only one theme in it which is the theme of renewal and regeneration. The section starts by (Phlebas the Phoenician). You remember the drowned Phoenician sailor in Madame Sosostris’s cards. So, it talks about Phlebas>>>the drown Phoenician sailor who drowned in the sea.   
	
Phlebas the Phoenician, a fortnight dead,

	Forgot the cry of gulls, and the deep seas swell

	And the profit and loss.



Gull means fable. So, he is a sailor and a merchant. As we know about the Phoenicians, the Phoenicians were traders in the Mediterranean who gained over the Mediterranean and over trade at that period of time. We mention about a ritual that the Phoenicians would do which is throwing an idol into the sea, so that the sea will grant them a safe journey. So, this section in a way as if fulfills Madame Sosostris’s prophecy about the drowned Phoenician sailor. 
	A current under sea

	Picked his bones in whispers. As he rose and fell

	He passed the stages of his age and youth

	Entering the whirlpool.


So, he drowned and the current of the sea took his body deep into the sea where he was swallowed or smashed into pieces by the creatures of the sea. The whirlpool indicates to the current of the sea. He had transformed from life into death.
	Gentile or Jew
	

	O you who turn the wheel and look to windward,
	320

	Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you.
	



Death is inevitable for every living creature even in nature you can see this as well. In death, Phlebas as a trader/ a merchant has forgotten his worldly chaos as the creatures of the sea smashed him. So, he has lost the sense of life. Eliot here emphasizes the death that all human beings have to meet this fate that Phlebas met which means that death is inevitable and death is going to occur.  (look at the footnote number 5 of the title ‘Death by Water’: the lyric section presents the ---- song death by water that Madame Sosostris warned against in line 55. Critics disagree as to whether …….. or a ritual sacrifice prefiguring rebirth.)
This footnote again refers to the theme of death and renewal. Usually it is said that according to the cycle of life and death, after death there is again a rebirth.
(What the Thunder Said): the section here is concentrating on certain points of view. Firstly, it is about Christ in which talks about Christ suffering in the garden before his crucifixion and then after he is crucified his rebirth and his resurrection. Another point is about the myth of Holy Grail. The Holy Grail is the cup that contains Christ’s blood. And you remember the Fisher King. He is going to be mentioned here>>>>>the Fisher king whose country was blighted by infertility/ impotence. He was searching a knight to search for the cup, so that there is going to be a renewal and regeneration for his country. 
In this section where we have the thunder, the thunder here is depicted through the Hindu ritualities as the thunder in Hindu tradition it is the voice of God. There is a concentration on three points through the Hindu myth that to give, to sympathize, and to control. So, generally speaking, this section talks about these three things. Let us start with the lines where we have the narrator or the speaker talks in a very dramatic way. We have a lot of dramatic images and events. 
	V. WHAT THE THUNDER SAID

After the torch-light red on sweaty faces
	[bookmark: 322]

	After the frosty silence in the gardens
	[bookmark: 323]

	After the agony in stony places
	[bookmark: 324]

	The shouting and the crying
	[bookmark: 325]325

	Prison and place and reverberation
	[bookmark: 326]

	Of thunder of spring over distant mountains
	[bookmark: 327]

	He who was living is now dead
	[bookmark: 328]

	We who were living are now dying
	[bookmark: 329]

	With a little patience
	


In the first lines, we can see references to sweaty faces, torch-light red, frosty silence, agony, shouting and crying, prison and place. All these words refer to the suffering and to the agony. (Look at the footnote for the title ‘What the thunder said’>> In the first part of Part V three themes are employed: the journey to Emmaus, the approach to the Chapel Perilous (see Miss Weston's book) and the present decay of eastern Europe. Eliot ------to Emmaus after the crucifixion and resurrection -------a stranger until he revealed his identity. This section ----images of personal and disintegration-----images of redemptive suffering, compassion-----control.)
	After the torch-light red on sweaty faces

	After the frosty silence in the gardens

	After the agony in stony places



So, if you read the first lines, all of these refer to Christ when he was in the garden and he wept and he prayed for his relief because he was in prison before his crucifixion. 
	The shouting and the crying
	325

	Prison and place and reverberation
	


If you look at these two lines, notice the shouting and the crying and prison and place/ look at the juxtaposition between the words. We could feel the disorganization which refers to the waste land which is disorganized and confused. (The shouting and crying)>>>>refers to the painful death that Christ suffered because he was crucified and he bled to death.   
Of thunder of spring over distant mountains
After Christ’s crucifixion, an earthquake occurred. This line refers to the earthquake that followed the crucifixion.
	He who was living is now dead
	

	We who were living are now dying
	

	With a little patience
	



(Read the footnote: the opening nine lines contain allusion to Christ imprisonment and trial to his agony in the garden of Gethsemane and his crucifixion and burial in the garden of……they suggest the -----during the days between the crucifixion and the resurrection ….) 
The reference here is to Christ and his resurrection is to show that after death there is a rebirth. Also it is going to refer to the suffering of Christ and his agony and this suffering and agony represent the suffering and agony of the people who live in the waste land because the lost faith in God and in every traditional value. So, notice here that life and death are connected together. (He who was living is now dead)>>> The image of death and rebirth. (He) is referring to the Christ.
(We who were living are now dying)>>> We are in the process of dying. We are not reborn. This is a reference to the people of the waste land because they have lost aim.
(With a little patience)  >>>> It means that there must be kind of endurance. They need to start cleansing their souls so that they can be reborn again.
	Here is no water but only rock
	[bookmark: 331]

	Rock and no water and the sandy road
	[bookmark: 332]

	The road winding above among the mountains
	[bookmark: 333]

	Which are mountains of rock without water
	[bookmark: 334]

	If there were water we should stop and drink
	[bookmark: 335]335

	Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think
	[bookmark: 336]

	Sweat is dry and feet are in the sand
	[bookmark: 337]

	If there were only water amongst the rock
	[bookmark: 338]

	Dead mountain mouth of carious teeth that cannot spit
	[bookmark: 339]

	Here one can neither stand nor lie nor sit
	[bookmark: 340]340

	There is not even silence in the mountains
	[bookmark: 341]

	But dry sterile thunder without rain
	[bookmark: 342]

	There is not even solitude in the mountains
	[bookmark: 343]

	But red sullen faces sneer and snarl
	[bookmark: 344]

	From doors of mud-cracked houses
If there were water
	[bookmark: 345]345

	And no rock
	[bookmark: 346]

	If there were rock
	[bookmark: 347]

	And also water
	[bookmark: 348]

	And water
	[bookmark: 349]

	A spring
	[bookmark: 350]350

	A pool among the rock
	[bookmark: 351]

	If there were the sound of water only
	[bookmark: 352]

	Not the cicada
	[bookmark: 353]

	And dry grass singing
	[bookmark: 354]

	But sound of water over a rock
	[bookmark: 355]355

	Where the hermit-thrush sings in the pine trees
	[bookmark: 356]

	Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop
	[bookmark: 357]

	But there is no water
	[bookmark: 358]

	
	



This is the second vignette. Notice the continuous repetition of (no water/ if there is water/ there is no water) and rock/ rock/ rock. This gives the sense of the absence of water. There is no water. Water is a source of life. Water here as if it is a source for salvation. Notice the reference for no water because the waste land is a land of no water/ it is a land rock and infertility/ it is dry kind of land. So, water here is a symbol of hope because if there is water, there is going to be life and if there is life, there is going to be hope for faith and salvation.
The speaker here laments and crying upon the lost of water. So, we have lamentation for water in these lines. The narrator or the speaker here describes a land with no water. There is only rocks and dust. In dust, there is no fertility; we cannot plant in dust. Only we have sandy road/ we have a land with no water.
 (If there were water we should stop and drink) >>>> if there is some kind of life/ some kind of food to help us to start again.
	Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think
	

	Sweat is dry and feet are in the sand
	




Even sweat is dry. This reflects the dryness of the soul. 
If there were only water amongst the rock
The whole society is like a piece of rock/ barren.
	Dead mountain mouth of carious teeth that cannot spit
	

	Here one can neither stand nor lie nor sit
	



Look at the inability even to have rest because man’s soul here is tormented because of loss of faith/ because of sterility.
	There is not even silence in the mountains
	

	But dry sterile thunder without rain
	



When a thunder occurs, there is going to be rain. But this thunder is sterile/ dry/ without rain.
 
	There is not even solitude in the mountains
	

	But red sullen faces sneer and snarl
	


There in not even solitude. We have red sullen faces. We have a reference to the inferno/ the faces that are raged in hell. So, there is only red sullen faces sneer and snarl>>>aggressive and groaning like wild animals. 
From doors of mud-cracked houses
The speaker here as well as Eliot himself laments the absence of water. The thirst is even reflected on the verse itself as if Eliot here made his verse dry longing for water. 
	If there were water
	345

	And no rock
	

	If there were rock
	

	And also water
	

	And water
	

	A spring
	350

	A pool among the rock
	



Look at these short lines. They emphasize the barrenness of nature/ the barrenness of the land/ the need for water. Water is like a savior for the society. 
	If there were the sound of water only
	

	Not the cicada
	

	And dry grass singing
	

	But sound of water over a rock
	355

	Where the hermit-thrush sings in the pine trees
	

	Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop
	

	But there is no water
	

	
	



 Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop   >>>>> images of rain.
On this sterile dry land the speaker imagined the drops of water, but there is no water. Nature here portrayed as infertile/ dry/ barren to emphasize the need for water. So, the whole scene is a barren landscape and no running water. (Read the footnote: the hermit-thrush which I have heard in Quebec Province. Chapman says (Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America) 'it is most at home in secluded woodland and thickety retreats. Its 'water-dripping song' is justly celebrated.
So, that reference to the song drip drop is taken from this one. 
	Who is the third who walks always beside you?
	[bookmark: 359]

	When I count, there are only you and I together
	[bookmark: 360]360

	But when I look ahead up the white road
	[bookmark: 361]

	There is always another one walking beside you
	[bookmark: 362]

	Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded
	[bookmark: 363]

	I do not know whether a man or a woman
	[bookmark: 364]

	—But who is that on the other side of you?
	[bookmark: 365]365

	
	

	What is that sound high in the air
	[bookmark: 366]

	Murmur of maternal lamentation
	[bookmark: 367]

	Who are those hooded hordes swarming
	[bookmark: 368]

	Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth
	[bookmark: 369]

	Ringed by the flat horizon only
	[bookmark: 370]370

	What is the city over the mountains
	[bookmark: 371]

	Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air
	[bookmark: 372]

	Falling towers
	[bookmark: 373]

	Jerusalem Athens Alexandria
	[bookmark: 374]

	Vienna London
	[bookmark: 375]375

	Unreal
	[bookmark: 376]

	
	

	A woman drew her long black hair out tight
	[bookmark: 377]

	And fiddled whisper music on those strings
	[bookmark: 378]

	And bats with baby faces in the violet light
	[bookmark: 379]

	Whistled, and beat their wings
	[bookmark: 380]380

	And crawled head downward down a blackened wall
	[bookmark: 381]

	And upside down in air were towers
	[bookmark: 382]

	Tolling reminiscent bells, that kept the hours
	[bookmark: 383]

	And voices singing out of empty cisterns and exhausted wells.
	[bookmark: 384]

	
	


  




  


       



This is the third vignette. This vignette starts with kinds of questions asking>>> who walks always beside you?
(Read the footnote: [Eliot's note:] The following lines were stimulated by the account of one of the Antarctic expeditions (I forget which, but I think one of Shackleton's): it was related that the party of explorers, at the extremity of their strength, had the constant delusion that there was one more member than could actually be counted. the reminiscence associated with Christ ……in the journey to Emmaus.)
What is the idea behind these lines? The narrator here addresses the reader to express that there is a presence of hope. In this vision we have biblical allusion to (look at 24) Christ’s journey. The Christ after his crucifixion and his resurrection, he traveled with a group but the group did not recognize him until he revealed himself. Also, there is a reference to one of the expeditions about that the group were narrating when they were on their journey, they kept always a presence of someone behind. This is a reference to death. The reference to the third person indicates a reference to death. So, keep in mind these two references; the biblical reference and the expedition. 
	Who is the third who walks always beside you?
	

	When I count, there are only you and I together
	360

	But when I look ahead up the white road
	

	There is always another one walking beside you
	

	Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded
	


(hooded)>> covering the head with a cap.
	I do not know whether a man or a woman
	

	—But who is that on the other side of you?
	



What we could find here is that the speaker is questioned about the presence of a third partner. The reference when he says (When I count, there are only you and I together) reminds me of Prufrock’s mental journey when he addresses the company>>let us go you and I in the street.
And brown is a color which indicates mystery and hidden thing. So, the reference here might be that death is there/ death is present haunting man because of loss of hope. If man has no hope, he is always haunted by death. 
	What is that sound high in the air
	

	Murmur of maternal lamentation
	

	Who are those hooded hordes swarming
	

	Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth
	

	Ringed by the flat horizon only
	370

	What is the city over the mountains
	

	Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air
	

	Falling towers
	

	Jerusalem Athens Alexandria
	

	Vienna London
	375

	Unreal
	







Look at this section where we have stream of rhetorical questions. We have people with hooded hordes swarming>>>it reminds us again of the Inferno. Also, it reminds us of the people walking around going to their works. All of this refers to people who unfortunately committed wicked deeds as they are waiting for their judgment day. So, those people who are hooded are the people who lack direction/ who lack purpose in life. Their lives are without aim. 
And we have the question about the cities and the reference to Jerusalem, Athens, Alexandria, Vienna, and London. All of these are great cities. Jerusalem, Athens, Alexandria are ancient cities. Vienna and London are in modern one. All these cities are described as unreal. The last word (unreal) refers to the destruction that happened after the World War I. This war was a destructive one. It destroyed these modern cities as well as the old cities. So, the word (unreal) here refers to these cities. Notice that these cities are in Asia and in Europe because the World War I was dominating and it affected Asia because of the Ottoman Empire who participated in the war. So, these cities unfortunately faced destruction. They were destroyed but according to the cycle of history, what it is destroyed can rise again and again because this is the cycle of life. So, all of these cities are destroyed, rebuilt and destroyed again which of course refer to the cycle of culture. As we know civilization grows powerfully, reaches to its highest climax and then a downfall starts to happen and then another civilization start over and over. This is the cycle of culture and history. 
The reference to this section again shows that the people with no hope or the people with no faith lack direction in their lives. So, they swarm and they become with no hope and with no life.

	A woman drew her long black hair out tight
	

	And fiddled whisper music on those strings
	

	And bats with baby faces in the violet light
	

	Whistled, and beat their wings
	380

	And crawled head downward down a blackened wall
	

	And upside down in air were towers
	

	Tolling reminiscent bells, that kept the hours
	

	And voices singing out of empty cisterns and exhausted wells
	



If you look at this section, we could feel a kind of a black imagery. First of all, we have a reference to a woman who drew her long black hair out tight and who played music. (Read the footnote: the lines …….. level). So, here in these lines we have a reference to the Holy Grail myth. You remember in the Holy Grail, the knight who was searching for the Holy Grail found it in the chapel Perilous. In order to reach the chapel, there are so many difficulties and dangers.
	A woman drew her long black hair out tight

	And fiddled whisper music on those strings



As if the woman is playing music with her hair. The reference to the woman here takes us back to the woman in the second section (The Game of Chess)/ the high-class woman/ the rich lady.   
And bats with baby faces in the violet light
The word (pats) gives us the vampire imagery. 
	And bats with baby faces in the violet light
	

	Whistled, and beat their wings
	380

	And crawled head downward down a blackened wall
	

	And upside down in air were towers
	

	Tolling reminiscent bells, that kept the hours
	

	And voices singing out of empty cisterns and exhausted wells.
	



All of this darkness/ all of this dark imagery refers to a corrupted world of darkness/ a world of evil doings and so on. This section again links us back to the people who are swarming because they are doing evil doings.
The fourth vignette:
	In this decayed hole among the mountains
	[bookmark: 385]385

	In the faint moonlight, the grass is singing
	[bookmark: 386]

	Over the tumbled graves, about the chapel
	[bookmark: 387]

	There is the empty chapel, only the wind’s home.
	[bookmark: 388]

	It has no windows, and the door swings,
	[bookmark: 389]

	Dry bones can harm no one.
	[bookmark: 390]390

	Only a cock stood on the roof-tree
	[bookmark: 391]

	Co co rico co co rico
	[bookmark: 392]

	In a flash of lightning. Then a damp gust
	[bookmark: 393]

	Bringing rain
	



In this vignette, first of all, we have a reference to the chapel. The chapel is the church. It is the symbol for faith. So, there is salvation, but salvation is seen as a result of purifying challenge that man has to work hard to reach salvation. Salvation does not come easily. Man has to suffer/ he has to know the difference between good and evil and to choose the good in order to reach salvation.
(the grass is singing) >>>>> singing indicates hope. 
	Over the tumbled graves, about the chapel

	There is the empty chapel, only the wind’s home.



The chapel unfortunately is empty/ there are no worshipers. There is the wind only. So, no one come to the ruined chapel. The chapel existed but there are no worshipers. No one is visiting the chapel.

It has no windows, and the door swings,
 (the door swings)>>>> which means the chapel is desolate. 
 Dry bones can harm no one.
Behind the chapel there is the graveyard where we have dead. And also there is reference to what we call organized worshiping or organized kind of religion. People just go and perform the prayer but there is no deep faith. So, this kind of organized religion is useless because it does not affect man. It is like part of the mechanical life.  
Only a cock stood on the roof-tree
Cock in Islam is related to faith. When we hear the cock crowing, then it is time for prayer. The cock here is a reference to night before crucifixion. S, no one comes to the ruined chapel unfortunately. This chapel existed but it is not visited. It is empty of worshipers. And if there are worshipers, those worshipers are only performing, but they have no deep faith.            
	In a flash of lightning. Then a damp gust

	Bringing rain


Look at the falling of the rain. First, we have thunder and then flash of lightning and then damp. Damp means we have wetness. Rain is falling.
So, there is a glimpse of hope. So, salvation prevails with emergence of rain and water. 
The fifth Vignette:
	Ganga was sunken, and the limp leaves
	[bookmark: 395]395

	Waited for rain, while the black clouds
	[bookmark: 396]

	Gathered far distant, over Himavant.
	[bookmark: 397]

	The jungle crouched, humped in silence.
	[bookmark: 398]

	Then spoke the thunder
	[bookmark: 399]

	DA
	[bookmark: 400]400

	Datta: what have we given?
	[bookmark: 401]

	My friend, blood shaking my heart
	[bookmark: 402]

	The awful daring of a moment’s surrender
	[bookmark: 403]

	Which an age of prudence can never retract
	[bookmark: 404]

	By this, and this only, we have existed
	[bookmark: 405]405

	Which is not to be found in our obituaries
	[bookmark: 406]

	Or in memories draped by the beneficent spider
	[bookmark: 407]

	Or under seals broken by the lean solicitor
	[bookmark: 408]

	In our empty rooms
	[bookmark: 409]

	DA
	[bookmark: 410]410

	Dayadhvam: I have heard the key
	[bookmark: 411]

	Turn in the door once and turn once only
	[bookmark: 412]

	We think of the key, each in his prison
	[bookmark: 413]

	Thinking of the key, each confirms a prison
	[bookmark: 414]

	Only at nightfall, aetherial rumours
	[bookmark: 415]415

	Revive for a moment a broken Coriolanus
	[bookmark: 416]

	DA
	[bookmark: 417]

	Damyata: The boat responded
	[bookmark: 418]

	Gaily, to the hand expert with sail and oar
	[bookmark: 419]

	The sea was calm, your heart would have responded
	[bookmark: 420]420

	Gaily, when invited, beating obedient
	[bookmark: 421]

	To controlling hands
	



In these lines, we will have a Hindu reference. 
We have a Hindu fable in which God speaks through the thunder. The thunder here represents the sound of God and he says three words. Datta means >>give. Dayadhvam means >>>> sympathize. Damyata >>> control. These three words connote meaning. God according Hindu fable, speaks to men, speaks to devils, and speaks to demons as well to give, to sympathize and to control. To give= to give your own fortune/ you own feelings/ your own sympathy to others. It is when one gives out of soul, not forced to give. To sympathize= is to show compassion/ to show mercy to others/ to share feelings. To control= to control your passions/ you instincts like lust, anger and all the seven deadly sins. So, these three rages by God through the thunder (to give/ to sympathize/ to control) allow man to reach inner peace which will help him to reach salvation.
 To sympathize is with man and with animals (not only with man). Sympathy here prevents cruelness. When you sympathize, you do not become cruel or horrible. When you control your passions, you suppress your pride. The three elements (give/control/ sympathize) help man to reach inner peace and when you reach inner peace, you will be able to reach salvation.
Here we have a reference to Ganga. The River Ganges is very significant for the Hindus because it is a symbol of fertility. They have a kind of ritual once a year when they all go and swim in the river and so on. (Read the footnote: the Indian River Ganges secret …… of purgation and fertility sermons.) 
	Ganga was sunken, and the limp leaves

	Waited for rain, 


Look at the dryness here. Sunken= there is no water. 
	Waited for rain, while the black clouds

	Gathered far distant, over Himavant.


Himavant= a mountain in the Himalayas.
	The jungle crouched, humped in silence.

	Then spoke the thunder



Here we have the sound of God.  (Read the footnote: “Datta, dayadhvam, damyata” (Give, sympathise, control). The fable of the meaning of the Thunder is found in the Brihadaranyaka—Upanishad, 5, 1. A translation is found in Deussen’s Sechzig Upanishads des Veda, p. 489. In the Hindu legend, the injection of ……is Da which is interpreted in three different ways by God, men and demons to mean control ourselves, give alms, and have compassion. ……. assures them that when the divine voice the thunder repeats  the syllable, it means all three things and that therefore …………….self-control, alms giving and compassion.) 
Goad speaks only one word which is >>> Datta: what have we given?
	My friend, blood shaking my heart

	The awful daring of a moment’s surrender

	Which an age of prudence can never retract

	By this, and this only, we have existed

	Which is not to be found in our obituaries

	Or in memories draped by the beneficent spider

	Or under seals broken by the lean solicitor

	In our empty rooms


Obituaries= when one is dead, there is an announcement in the newspaper about this death. النعي
Here we have God delivers speech to three groups. The first one is Data which means to give because giving cures man’s greed. So, this section is talking about the essence of giving. Giving cures man’s soul/ it cures him from greediness. The man is greedy by nature. You always want everything for yourself. 
	DA

	Dayadhvam: I have heard the key

	Turn in the door once and turn once only

	We think of the key, each in his prison

	Thinking of the key, each confirms a prison

	Only at nightfall, aetherial rumours

	Revive for a moment a broken Coriolanus



Coriolanus>>> a reference to Shakespeare’s play (Read the footnote:  ………….. punishment by ………. then persuaded by his family….. of Shakespeare’s play.)
When we talk the key and the prison connote to something symbolic. Prison and key relate to self. If you are yourself jailer, you have the control/ you have the key and you can create your own prison. 
And you have to sympathize. (Your love for humanity/ your love for nature/ your compassion for every living creature). You remember the second section in ‘The Fire Sermon’ when there is a scene of typist who met her husband and then he rubbished her and let her alone. We feel that she is alone. She is in need of a kind of moral support. So, she is alone in her agony and in her pain. Sympathy here is to show sympathy to other human beings. So, one must show compassion  and sympathy for others. 
	Damyata: The boat responded
	

	Gaily, to the hand expert with sail and oar
	

	The sea was calm, your heart would have responded
	

	Gaily, when invited, beating obedient
	

	To controlling hands
	


Here we have the image of sea/ the image of boat in the sea. A good sailor is the one who can control the boat in rough stormy weather. This again symbolically refers to man himself>>>> how man can control his emotions/ feelings in time of difficulties. So, here we have a reference to self-control and passion control as well. 
The last vignette:
	I sat upon the shore
	[bookmark: 423]

	Fishing, with the arid plain behind me
	[bookmark: 424]

	Shall I at least set my lands in order?
	[bookmark: 425]425

	
	

	London Bridge is falling down falling down falling down
	[bookmark: 426]

	
	

	Poi s’ascose nel foco che gli affina
	[bookmark: 427]

	Quando fiam ceu chelidon—O swallow swallow
	[bookmark: 428]

	Le Prince d’Aquitaine à la tour abolie
	[bookmark: 429]

	These fragments I have shored against my ruins
	[bookmark: 430]430

	Why then Ile fit you. Hieronymo’s mad againe.
	[bookmark: 431]

	Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.
	[bookmark: 432]

	
	

	Shantih shantih shantih
	[bookmark: 433]


 




This is the last section of the poem. In this section we have a reference to the Fisher King mythology. You remember the story of the Fisher King. The king was blighted because he abused the physical love. And he was blighted by being injured in his sexual organ, so he could not produce and thus this blight is reflected on his land. The land becomes infertile and impotent. And he asked a knight to serve for the Holy Grail to find a solution. At the end of the Fisher King myth, the Fisher king was able only to cure himself but not his land. The Fisher king is a symbol of the modern decay/ the spiritual sterility that affected the waste land.
You remember when we said that the whole poem takes a period of 12 hours where we have a narrator sitting fishing. And he kept going through his stream of consciousness through different parts. The whole poem is like a symphony>>>so many musical tools are used and it has changed rhythm and so on. 
So, the Fisher King is a symbol of modern decay and spiritual sterility. The narrator here recalls back sitting upon the shore fishing. (Read the footnote: I pray you now by the goodness that guides you to summit of the staircase ………on my suffering.) (fishing is actually referring to Weston, From Ritual to Romance; chapter on the Fisher King.)
 So, the lines here are referring to the Fisher King myth in which the speaker:
	I sat upon the shore

	Fishing, with the arid plain behind me

	Shall I at least set my lands in order?




Here the narrator is trying to offer his society a kind of hope as he alluding to hope. Fishing is exhausting and it needs a lot of patience. But the process itself indicates hope because there might be at the end. The idea of fishing here when the speaker sat fishing, it indicates that there is going to be hope in the future. 
London Bridge is falling down falling down falling down
The bridge links between two different areas/ land. So, it is a symbol of link/ a symbol of association. The fall of the bridge is a sign of desolation/ of collapse of London (London that is destroyed during the war/ London that is a part of the modern world that is destroyed by the war. Then we have these three lines:
	Poi s’ascose nel foco che gli affina

	Quando fiam ceu chelidon—O swallow swallow

	Le Prince d’Aquitaine à la tour abolie


    

I think the first line is Latin. (Look at footnote: this is from Dante’s Purgatorio>> quotes in Italian the passage with Provençal poet, Arnaut Daniel, recalling his …….Dante I pray you now by the goodness that guides you to summit of the staircase ………on my suffering.)
Here again one of the tortured self who was imprisoned in hell because of his lust is addressing Dante. The reference is showing that the tormented self in hell hoping for possible regeneration/ hoping for redemption because he is burnt in hell. We have to go back to the myth of burning or fire. You remember the fire is a kind of purgation because it consumed. So, fire destroys but at the same time, it purifies the soul.
The second line: I think it is another Latin one. (Look at the footnote 5: Eliot’s note refers to the Pervigilium Veneris……Philomela in Parts II and III of ‘The Waste land’. The last stanza of ………. The myth of the nightingale in the image of swallow ………).
The reference here talks about a nightingale who wants to be a swallow. What is the difference between the swallow and the nightingale? The swallow has very sharp loud sound. The nightingale has sweet and a kind of low sound. This recalls us to the story of Philomela who was raped by her brother-in-law and she was brutally prevented from speech by cutting her tongue. The idea here again is taking us to the frustrating kind of love or the brutal kind of love that is done on Philomela. This refers to the theme of love which is unfortunately not controlled/ physical love that is not controlled.         
Then we have the last line. I think it is in French. (Look at the footnote 6: Gerard de Nerval, Sonnet El Desdichado…. The Prince of Aquitaine in the ruined tower."
So, we have two lines in Latin and one in French. I think the first line is referring to lust, the other is referring to fire and destruction and how fire is a way of purgation. I think all the three references refer to possibility of hope.          
These fragments I have shored against my ruins >>> suggest that the poet attempted to come to turn with ‘The Waste Land’ through his own verse. 
Eliot is directly suggesting that he is going to deal up with his own ‘Waste Land’/ the time that he lived through creating this great work of art which a fragmentation of the modern world.   
The idea here in this section is that particularly starting from the fishing that there is possible hope even in this desolate land and that is by what? One has to try hard to have hope/ to purify himself. He has to work hard so that he reaches for salvation. Salvation does not come easily. You can reach inner peace by >>> (give, sympathize/ control). So, reach inner peace and then you can find salvation. 
 Why then Ile fit you. Hieronymo’s mad againe
We have a reference to the Thomas Kyd’s Spanish Tragedy. (Read the footnote: He manages …to kill the murderers of his son by acting in the play………then commits suicide.)
Then we have a repetition for the words >>>> (Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.) >>>these words are giving the promise for salvation.
Then the last line (Shantih shantih shantih) is another word that means >>> (The Peace which passeth understanding). This is not English word. It refers to solutions that are willed but not achieved. Sometimes you wish to do something/ you have all the tendency to reach for a solution but you do not achieve it/ you do not accomplish it. 
 The point is as if Eliot is calling to a global vision/ a vision of the world of a waste land that must arise after this devastation that man has to reach salvation through his own works searching for inner peace, so that he will be able to reach salvation. The poem is confusing. There are so many points that we cannot find exact answers or exact meanings. This is a representation of the period after the World War. This poem was written in a moment crisis for Eliot because first of all, he was suffering the breakdown of his nervous system; he was having a psychological problem. He was having a kind of a breaking relationship between him and his wife and at the same time it was a period after the war. All of the three elements helped in this kind of confusing fragmented kind of poem.
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