Drama
Fourth year- the second semester

The 10th lecture:                                                                                                                                         د.مها سلام
The doctor commented on the presentations of the students at the beginning of the play:
-You say that the title of the play (‘Look Back in Anger’ by John Osborne) is very meaningful. You are dividing the title into two parts. There is a part about the look back and a part about the anger. The part about looking back talks about Jimmy Porter the protagonist/ the angry man of the play. He is looking back to the years of the World War II. Our second play is written in the 1950s the same time of ‘The Crucible’, but it is in England, not in America. So, he is looking back to the war years and the sacrifices that are made and the promises that are made because the government of England was making promises to the people that if we are victorious and getting the upper hand in Europe, then our country is going to be very flourishing economically. So, he is looking back at all these and he is angry because now the war is end and maybe it is 20 years after the war and still England is suffering and still there we cannot step the boundaries between classes.
-In the other class, somebody was mentioning that the play is part of what we call kitchen sink drama. They are realistic plays. They show you all the everyday life. For example, you may have somebody washing dishes or cooking. So, this kind of drama is a form that is very realistic. So, this play belongs to this. It does not have to be literal. We do not have to expect kitchen on the stage; sometimes there is a kitchen and sometimes not, but this is the type/ the type about realism.

Act IV: (The Crucible):
The act is supposed to take place in prison cells/ the cells of the people who are waiting for the death sentence. We had the Salem witch trial and some people were hanged and others were not hanged because the confessed and because they confessed and they named the names others, they were set free. And now we have some women and a very important man John Proctor. They are still waiting on death row. Death row= When people are sentence to die and they are placed in a certain cell and there are a number of cells are waiting for death. Waiting on death row can be a very tragic experience in itself. It can be suffering in itself. The longer it is the longer the suffering is. So, now we are taking about people/ a number of our characters/ the characters that you already know and they are on dead row. We know that it had been three months since the last act. It was in summer and now in it is the fall or the autumn season. The autumn season is bitterly cold a Massachusetts. Although it is not winter season but it is very cold.
A cell in Salem jail, that fall.
At the back is a high barred window; near it, a great, heavy door.
The barred window and the heavy door are symbol of prison. You are not free and you are not free not only because you are in the jail. You are not free because you are puritan. Even if you are puritan outside living in your house, you are not free. So, being in prison or being not free is one of the motifs of our play. It is not only the literal meaning of jail, but even Puritanism in general causes you to feel suffocated like you are in a prison/ like you are not free to want what to do.
Along the walls are two benches.
Two benches are found along the walls of this cell of the prison.
The place is in darkness but for the moonlight seeping through the bars.
The only light we have is the moonlight coming through the bars of the window. When we look at it, it appears empty.
It appears empty. Presently footsteps are heard com-ing down a corridor beyond the wall, keys rattle, and the door swings open. Marshal Herrick enters with a lantern.
We hear footsteps and the footstep are like somebody being a messenger of death to the people inside the cell. They think that this is the night or the dawn because usually people die early in the morning at dawn. So, they think our time has come. And this Marshal Herrick is one of the characters that you already know. He is one of the villagers who became like a sort of policemen. He is on the side of the authority of the law.
He is nearly drunk, and heavy-footed.
Being drunk comes as a shock to us. They are puritans. They are not supposed to be drinking. Drinking is a very big sin. You can be put in jail for being drunk. We have a police officer doing his duties. He is at my job, not at home and he is drunk. I want you to start think that maybe these people of authority (it has been three months since the trial started) are feeling guilty because drinking is one way of trying to forget some problems that they have. And maybe this Herrick (although he never tells us openly) is not very comfortable with the number of people who have died and the number of people who have given false confessions and the number of people who named names about their neighbors because even if you are set free, but you are set free after you have already informed against your neighbors. Then you do not respect yourself and death may be more honorable to you. So, this Herrick is part of the law machinery. He is part of the system that has resulted in all this. Maybe this is why he is drinking. 
He goes to a bench and nudges a bundle of rags lying on it. 
Herrick: Sarah,. wake up! Sarah Good! He then crosses to the other bench.
Suddenly we discover that the cell is not empty. The cell has two people. He is waking the two women up. As audience we know that they are about to die. They are about to die and they have been on death row for three months. Sarah Good and Tituba are among the first people to be accused. So, they have been there for a long time. Maybe if I am not using understatement, maybe I will make them start talking about we have suffered a lot. All these three month we died every night. We were terrified and we were not eating, so we are growing very thin. Maybe when they see the guard coming, they will start shouting and cutting their cloths and doing these things. But they do not see this. You will see what they are doing. When you see what they do and you compare it what they have done under the circumstances, you will understand what we mean by understatement. We will be very moved by the way that they are acting although they are not at all mentioning the tortured. Maybe they have been tortured and we will know something about torture late on about another prisoner. So, they suffered and terrified and now they are about to die but not a single word about this at all. This is an example of understatement.
Sarah Good, rising in her rags: Oh, Majesty! Comin’, comin’! Tituba, he’s here, His Majesty’s come!
We are a bit confused. Majesty is about a king. You do not call anybody majesty even if he is a very strong a police officer and you are terrified of him.
HERRicK.: Go to the north cell; this place is' wanted now. He hangs his lantern on the wall. Tituba sits up. 
He is ordering both of them. He wants them to go to another cell.
Tituba: That don’t look to me like His Majesty; look to me like the marshal.
She is telling the other woman why you are calling him majesty; he does not look as a majesty/ just the marshal.
HERRICK: (Taking out a flask)  Get along with you now, clear this place.
He drinks, and SARAH GOOD comes and peers up into
his face. 
Herrick is not only drunk; he is drinking now. I want you to imagine this old woman coming and standing and she is very close to Marshal Herrick and peering in to his face. 
SARAH GOOD: Oh, is it you, Marshall! I thought sure you be the devil comin' for us. Could I have a sip of cider for me goin'-away?
Suddenly we discover that the women either they are joking or they have gone a bit out of mind or they are a bit fantasizing and imaging something is not correct. She is telling him I thought that you are the devil. She is calling the devil majesty because all the time they are telling her you are a witch/ you worship the devil/ you pray to the devil/ the devil is your master. So, she started getting confused. Maybe she started to believe herself that she is a witch and she is worshiping the devil and this is the devil comes to take me. Actually it is ambiguous and this is part of the beauty of literature that you can never be certain did she really go mad an does she really believe that she is a worshiper of the devil or if she is just joking and making fun of this man who is suppose to belong to the enemy camp and who is part of the reason why she is here. There are two camps here; the camp of the authority people and the camps of these who are accused or the prisoners. Herrick would be on the other side. He would be the enemy. Is she makes fun of him, is she joking at him or does she really get confused and she just wake up and she does not where she is>>>> both can be correct; you do not have to choose one of them. And both are understatement. The woman is not referring to her death at all.
HERRICK (Handing her the flask.) And where are you off to, Sarah?
This is very strange. They are acting as they are comrades or colleagues. The man of the law who are arrested you and put you in jail and he is going to take you to death and you the prisoner and the innocent victim who are about to die and you are sharing a flask of wine together and he is asking you very friendly. This situation as a whole, first of all, shows that there is mental disturbance of the side of one of the representative of the law. This man is like Hale before. In act three, Hale was trying to have second thoughts. Hale was trying to think that we are not doing the correct thing by putting this people in jail. Now it is not only Hale. It is somebody like Marshal Herrick or whoever.
TITUBA: (as Sarah drinks) We goin' to Barbados, soon the Devil gits here with the feathers and the wings.
They are going to Barbados.
HERRICK : Oh? A happy voyage to you.
And she completes her fantasy. She tells him:
SARAH GOOD: A pair of bluebirds wingin' southerly, the two of us! Oh it be a grand transformation, Marshall! She raises the flask to drink again
Now she is referring to herself and Tituba. We are going to have a big transformation/ a big change. You see us now as two women wearing very rag and looking disheveled, but we are going to be bluebirds flying with all the donation of freedom in the sky and going to the south. I want you to remember that Massachusetts with all its cold weather would be like the opposite of the tropical climate or the warm climate of the south weather it is Barbados or any other Caribbean island. So, she is telling him we are going somewhere. We are going on a journey/ a voyage to the south. We will be birds. We will fly. 
HERRICK (Taking the flask from her lips.) You'd best give me that or you'll never rise off the ground. Come along now.
He is continuing the joke with her. You want to fly, do not drink any more, if you drink anymore, you will not be able to rise off the ground/ to fly. 
TITUBA: I'll speak to him for you, if you desires to come along, Marshal.
You see the ungrammatical words of the women. She tells him you want to come with us. I will speak to his majesty. If you want we can take you with us/ you can come on the journey.
HERRICK:  I'd not refuse it, Tituba; it's the proper morning to fly  into Hell.
Maybe I will come with you. Then he is using other words. He is saying you are going on a journey, but maybe the journey is not to the south/ not to Barbados. The journey is to hell and it is a proper journey and I think that I am as guilty as you are and I think I deserve to fly to hell as you are. He is not accusing them now and he does not say you are bad people and you are going to hell and I am good puritan/ good Christian. He says let me come with you. It is very suitable that we all go together to hell. Nobody is innocent in this room. 
Then the words of Tituba are very interesting. They have two meanings and you can understand both meanings.
TITUBA: Oh, it be no Hell in Barbados. Devil, him be pleasure-man in Barbados, him be singin' and dancin' in Barbados. It's you folks-- you riels him up 'round here; it be too cold 'round here for that Old Boy. He freeze his soul in Massachusetts, but in Barbados he just as sweet and--
She is interrupted while she is talking by the sound of a cow. Before we come to the interruption of the cow, let us see what she is seeing. She is referring to something. She is saying you are very cold, not just the weather or the climate, but even your culture, your lifestyle or your way of living. You are very cold people/ your beliefs/ your religion. But in Barbados, people are warm. Barbados is in the Caribbean and all the Latin America are people who love singing, dancing, pleasure and carnivals in general. She is referring to two cultures. She is saying my home is in Barbados. My home is in the south where it is warm/ where people like to sing, dance and enjoy life. Whenever everybody is singing or dancing, they do not call them a witch or they do not call them the devil, they call this pleasure. You do not know pleasure in your culture. I would not like to be here and I am glad that I am going home to where it is pleasurable. So, she is making this comparison between two cultures; the culture of Barbados, the culture of Africa, or the culture of the tropical season and the puritan culture/ the cold/ the joyless culture of these people. She seems to be telling him it is not the devil, you are just calling him the devil, but it is pleasure/ it is the joy of life. I did not do anything wrong. I just sang and dance. She does not seem to feel guilty or repentance. She does not seem sorry for what she did. I was just singing and dancing and I like this way of life. I do not like the other way. 
SOUND FX: A Bellowing Cow is heard.
TITUBA leaps and and calls to the window:
TITUBA (CONT'D)
Aye, sir! That's him, Sarah!
Again she is joining the fantasy about this is our master/ this is his majesty calling us. The sound of the cow is very high in the early morning and this is his majesty calling us.
SARAH GOOD  I'm here, Majesty!
They hurriedly pickup their rags as a guard, HOPKINS
ENTERS.
Now we have two guards and the two women want to go to answer his majesty. Hopkins makes an announcement and he says:
HOPKINS The Deputy Governor's arrived.
The Deputy Governor is Danforth. This is one of our two seniors. We have Danforth and we have Hathorne. Hathorne is the great father of the novelist of ‘The Scarlet Letter’.
HERRICK:(Grabbing Tituba) Come along, come along.
TITUBA:(Resisting him.) No, he comin' for me. I goin' home!
HERRICK:(Pulling her to the door.) That's not Satan, just a poor old cow with a hatful of milk. come along now, out with you!
He wants to take the two women out of the room and Tituba is saying I want to go with my master. And Herrick is saying it is just the cow. It wants to be milked. Because it wants to be milked, it is insane and this is why it is crying. He is making the fantasy now. Before that he was joining them. Now he is getting back to reality. This is a cow and making a noise because it wants somebody to milk her.
SARAH GOOD: (Following the shouting Tituba out.) Tell him I'm goin', Tituba! Now you tell him Sarah Good is goin' too!
The two women go out of the cell.
In the corridor outside Tituba calls on –
Now we are not inside the cell. We hear the noise they are making in the corridor.
“Take me home, Devil; Devil take me home!” and Hopkins’ voice orders her to move on. Herrick returns and begins to push old rags and straw into a corner.
He is tidying up a bit. If you are expecting the Deputy Governor to come to the cell, you try to tidy up or to clean things quickly. He is tidying up a bit and then he hears footsteps and he turns, and enter Danforth and Judge Hathorne.
Let us see what brings them her to Salem because the trial has been three months ago. What brings him here in Salem at this early morning!!!
They are in greatcoats and wear hats against the bitter cold. They are followed in by Cheever,
This is another character you supposed to know. He is a man who was an ordinary seller in the village but not he is part of the law machinery.
They are followed in by Cheever, who carries a dispatch case and a flat wooden box containing his writing materials.
Wherever they are going, Cheever is with them with the writing material in a wooden box. At any moment, Danforth would order him sit down and write this down and he would sit down and write.
HERRick Good morning, Excellency. Danforth: Where is Mr. Parris? 
Herrick: I’ll fetch him. He starts for the door. 
Danforth: Marshal. Herrick stops. When did Reverend Hale arrive? 
Herrick: It were toward midnight, I think. 
Danforth, suspiciously: %hat is he about here? 
Herrick: He goes among them that will hang, sir. And he prays with them. He sits with Goody Nurse now. And Mr. Parris with him. 
Danforth: Indeed. That man have no authority to enter here, Marshal. Why have you let him in?
Herrick: Why, Mr. Parris command me, sir. I cannot deny him. Danforth: Are you drunk, Marshal? 
Herrick: No, sir; it is a bitter night, and I have no fire here. Danforth, containing his anger: Fetch Mr. Parris. 
Herrick: Aye, sir. 
Danforth: There is a prodigious stench in this place. 
Herrick: I have only now cleared the people out for you. 
Danforth: Beware hard drink, Marshal. 
Herrick: Aye, sir.
These two men, Judge Hathorne and Deputy Governor, were dreaming about this warm weather. Maybe this is part of the fantasy. We are very cold but we are soon going to a warm place. They were dreaming about this warm place. And we notice the conversation between Danforth and Herrick. You notice that they come here to meet Reverend Parris. We will discover that Parris has sent for them. They did not come of their own. It is Reverend Parris who sent asking for them to come. And you will notice something else. They are not happy at all about Hale being here in Salem and meeting the other prisoners on death row and talking with them. Let me remind you that Hale was like the first character among all those who represent the law authority who started feeling a bit guilty. He was the first character who started saying what are we doing?!! Maybe we made a very big mistake. Maybe we should not have tried witch hunts. Maybe we have the blood of these people on our hands. This happened in act three. Hale was the first to change or to have a turning point or to start having guilty conscience. This Hale in act one, he does not belong to Salem community. He was sent for to come from another town when they had the mysterious disease of Betty the daughter of Reverend Parris. So, he is not part of this community. Once he started causing trouble three months ago at the trial scene, I am sure that Danforth may be ordered him away. We do not want you anymore. We wanted you for some time and now you are causing us trouble, so go back home/ go back to your country. Now it seems that Reverend Parris has asked Hale to come and not only this; he has Hale to come and he has given him permission to meet the prisoners and to talk to the prisoners. And then he sent for Danforth and Danforth is not happy at all with the presence of this trouble maker. To Danforth, Hale will be a trouble maker. He is not happy that this trouble maker is in Salem. This is the situation. And Herrick goes to call Reverend Parris and we are left with our two senior judges. They are alone.
Hathorne: Let you question Hale, Excellency; I should not be surprised he have been preaching in Andover lately.
Andover is a town in Massachusetts. It is a neighboring town to Salem. Hathorne wants Danforth to question Hale. Hale is going to be questioned. Hathorne is asking Danforth to question Hale as if Hale is a criminal or an accused person. I want you to question him carefully because I think he has breaching in Andover lately. You will soon know that there was some rebellion in Andover. In Andover some people were accused of being witches, the same thing like Salem. And some people were put in prison and there was trial and sentences of death or confessions or all the things that we are discussing in this play, but there is a very big difference; the Andover people were not quiet about this/ they did not accept it. They had a sort of rebellion. They went to the streets, they opened the prison door, they broke the prison and they set the people free. They said we do not have witches in our community, we are good puritans, we will not allow anybody to accuse us of this and no one will be hanged in our country. This is rebellion against the court/ rebellion against the accusations of witchcraft. When someone like Hathorne telling Danforth that Hale was preaching and talking to the people in Andover and maybe he is the reason why they had the rebellion, you can understand why they do not want him at all among their prisoners or among their villagers because this rebellion can transfer from one place to another. We do not want any of this rebellion that was in Andover to come to our community in Salem and we do not want any person who was talking to the people of Andover to talk to our people in Salem.
Danforth: We’ll come to that; speak nothing of Andover. Parris prays with him. That’s strange. He blows on his hands, moves toward the window, and looks out.
Danforth does not want to discuss the Andover issue now. He is telling him first I have a problem with Parris, our priest/ the priest of this place. I have a problem with him because he is the one who gave permission to Hale and he is the one who will have to answer me when I ask him. So, let me first see about Parris and then we will go to this Andover situation and to the relation of Hale to Andover later on. 
Hathorne: Excellency, I wonder if it be wise to let Mr. Parris so continuously with the prisoners. Danforth turns to him, inter-ested. I think, sometimes, the man has a mad look these days.
This is very interesting news. It is not only Hale who is not supposed to be with the prisoners because Hale may cause the people of the village to have rebellion, but even Revered Parris, according to Hathorne, seems to be very abnormal these days. He has a mad look in his eyes.
 To accuse Tituba, Sarah Good or Reverend Parris of being mad is just one way of saying that they are mentally confused. We do not have to say that they are mad. Sometimes when you have something in your mind, maybe you are walking and talking to yourself, but this does not mean that you are mad. It just means that there is something troubling you and you are thinking about it and you think aloud. Or maybe somebody speaks to you and you do not listen to him and you look at him as if you cannot see him, but this does not mean that you are mad. So, here can it be that Reverend Parris is starting to be troubled or to have some guilty conscience? We should not jump to conclusion. We should wait till we see Parris when he comes. The man seems to be unsteady and Hathorne is advising Danforth that because this is a priest, if he looks mad, it is not good that we let the people to see him. Maybe we should not let him see the villagers or the prisoners while he is looking mad because if the people lose their respect for Parris, they are losing the respect for the whole authority and we do not want this to happen.
Danforth: Mad? 
Hathorne: I met him yesterday coming out of his house, and I bid him good morning - and he wept and went his way. I think it is not well the village sees him so unsteady.
You can imagine Hathorne seeing Reverend Parris coming out of his house and simply he is saying good morning. Instead of answering him good morning or instead of being silent and not answering, the man starts weeping, crying and making a noise. And Hothorne is saying >>>has he become mad? And he does not want the people to see him in this condition.
Danforth: Perhaps he have some sorrow. 
Cheever, stamping his feet against the cold: I think it be the cows, sir. 
Danforth: Cows? 
Every time the play is reminding us how cold it is. This is the second time we are hearing about cows in this short scene. 
Cheever: There be so many cows wanderin’ the highroads, now their masters are in the jails, and much disagreement who they will belong to now. I know Mr. Parris be arguin’ with farmers all yesterday - there is great contention, sir, about the cows. Contention make him weep, sir; it were always a man that weep for contention.
The lines are interesting because they are both true and untrue at the same time. They are two when they describe the chaos or the disorder in Salem. Nowadays many people have been put in jail and still waiting to die and farms are left without farmers. Animal farms have nobody to take care of. So, there is a problem. The animal farms are getting into the streets. There is nobody to eat them or to milk the cows and people are starting to quarrel. This is true. And because Reverend Parris is the priest is trying to settle the quarrel. But it is untrue because it is not the real reason why Parris is behaving strangely. He is not crying because of the cows, quarrel or the chaos. He is crying because of another reason and it seems Cheever wants to defend the man. He does not Parris to lose his job, so he is just saying something to defend his villager. But there is another reason that we will discover shortly.  
He turns, as do Hathorne and Danforth, hearing someone coming up the corridor.
You will discover that Parris has come just the final line in the stage direction.
Danforth raises his head as Parris enters. He is gaunt, frightened, and sweating in his greatcoat.
The man is very disturbed. When someone is gaunt, he seems thinner than he was; he is not eating properly. He is troubled.
Parris, to Danforth, instantly: Oh, good morning, sir, thank you  ' for coming, I beg your pardon wakin’ you so early. Good morn-ing, Judge Hathorne.
Now we know that it is Parris who sent for them and he is thanking them that they came. 
 Danforth: Reverend Hale have no right to enter this -
Danforth is very straight forward. As soon as he sees him this, he says this even before greeting him.
Parris: Excellency, a moment. He hurries back and shuts the door.
It seems that we are speaking about secrets. We do not want the people outside to hear what we are saying, so he goes and shuts the door. 
Hathorne: Do you leave him alone with the prisoners? 
Danforth: What’s his business here? 
Parris, prayerfully holding up his hands: Excellency, hear me. It is a providence. Reverend Hale has returned to bring Rebecca Nurse to God.
Now Rebecca Nurse is the most religious woman in the village/ the most pious woman in the village. She is the village woman whom nobody has any suspicion. It was a very big shock when we accused her. Even John Proctor could not believe his ears when he first heard that Rebecca Nurse was accused as a witch. Nobody could believe this on her. She is like the best woman doing so much charity work and praying all the time. Hale is going to bring her to God which means he is trying to make her confess. He is trying to tell her if you confess that you are a witch, first of all God will forgive you and the second thing is that you will not die; we will set you free, especially, if you gives us some of the names of those who have a contract with the devil. 
Danforth, surprised: He bids her confess? 
Parris, sitting: Hear me. Rebecca have not given me a word this three month since she came. Now she sits with him, and her sister and Martha Corey and two or three others, and he pleads with them, confess their crimes and save their lives.
I want you to know that the people differentiate between Hale and the others. Hale. Parris, Danforth, Hathorne, Herrick and Cheever are suppose to belong to one group/ the law authority. But the people feel that Hale is different and there are two reasons for this feeling. The first is that he is a man of learning/ a man of knowledge. They respect his learning. You remember when he came with all the books that he was carrying. They know that Parris is an ignorant man. Nobody respects the learning of Parris. He is the priest, but he does not know much. When they speak of Hale, he is a man of learning and knowledge. The second reason why people give Hale a different treatment is that he seemed to be a bit changed or a bit moved during the trial scene in act three. You remember that he was trying to be a bit on the side of the people. He was not 100% on the side of people, but he showed some signs of feeling guilty or feeling sorry for the people or trying to help them. So, because of this, the prisoners would never to Parris. They have been in prison for three months and they never opened their mouth saying a single word to Parris, but when Hale comes and speaks to them, they will sit and listen. He is preaching. He is reading the Bible. He is telling them about religion/ God/ forgiveness/ confession. And they are ready to listen to him. So, this is a good point related to Hale and it seems that Parris wants Rebecca Nurse very much to confess and you will discover that even Danforth wants her to confess. Everybody feels that if Rebecca Nurse is confessing, this will help a lot. 
Danforth: Why - this is indeed a providence. And they soften, they soften?
 You see even Danforth is saying this is a blessing. If the man can get this woman in particular to confess, this would be a providence/ a blessing. He repeats the question twice (they soften?). When these women listen to Hale, are they softening? Are they starting to change? Are they starting to be willing to confess?
Parris: Not yet, not yet. But I thought to summon you, sir, that we might think on whether it be not wise, to - He dares not’
You will know later that he wants to ask him to give a postponement. These women were supposed to die on this day. The morning that about to begin was the date of hanging these women. But Reverend Parris wants Danforth to give some postponement of the sentence; not to cancel it absolutely, but to postpone it. Sometimes you want to say something and you do not have the courage. O, we will go in around about way. So, he will start saying something related but not what he has in mind. 
say it. I had thought to put a question, sir, and I hope you will not - 
Danforth: Mr. Parris, be plain, what troubles you?
Danforth is not here to play game. You are sending for me and I am coming very early in this cold weather to listen to your nonsense. Say what you want.
Parris: There is news, sir, that the court - the court must reckon with. My niece, sir, my niece - I believe she has van-ished.
Abigail has disappeared. And I think that the news that she has disappeared is important for the court. So, he will tell him about Abigail. He will tell him that the news of the revolution in Andover has reached our Salem village and the people are starting to feel uncomfortable/ uneasy. They are starting to say if our neighbors in the neighboring town of Andover would not accept the court, why would not we rise and rebel against the court? And if the people start thinking revolution, the first person who will be punished is Abigail and the other girls as will. Maybe they will beat her to death. They are not going to forgive her because she is the reason for all this. This is what her uncle is saying. Parris is her uncle. He is afraid for his own safety because if Abigail disappeared and the people have no Abigail in front of them, then they will come to the uncle of Abigail. They will tell him you are her uncle and you were on her side. So, the man is very selfish, coward and very self-centered till the end. He does not think that I am guilty. He is not feeling that we sent innocent people to their death or maybe we have the blood of these people on our hands. He is simply thinking that Abigail has vanished and the next person in front of the people is myself and maybe the court should know this and do something about this. Maybe we should postpone the judgment or cancel it in order to quiet the anger of the people. The people are angry now, let us do anything to quite their anger, so that they do not bend against us. 
We will mention some details how he heard Abigail speaking about ships. Maybe she is going to take a ship and go somewhere and how Abigail told him I will spend the night with Mercy Lewis who is one of the girls and then when she did not return the next day, he found that the family of Mercy Lewis do not know anything about the two girls and that Mercy Lewis told her family I am spending the night with Abigail. So, it is like the two girls have escaped together. And he would also say she took my money/ she took all my savings. And he can think about his money. Even under these tragic circumstances he is thinking these are all the savings that I had and she took all of them. Now we can notice that if the man was behaving in a strange way, if the man would not return the good morning to Judge Hathorne the other day or if he was weeping, it was not because of the cows as Cheever was trying to say. He was weeping for himself. He was afraid for his own safe. He was weeping for his money. He was maybe thinking Abigail is going to somewhere and nothing would happen to her, I will lose my reputation. If your niece is going to escape and she does not have any good way of earning her living, people will think that this is a shame on this man. So, he has so much trouble and he things that the way out of this trouble is to call Hale and to ask him to speak to the women, maybe they respect him a bit and they will confess. And even if one of them confesses (the most important one Rebecca Nurse), this would be great. And if the Judge Danforth or Hathorne help him by postponing the sentence, this will give us more time. He is changing but in a different way from Hale. He is changing but not as the same way as Hale. 
Let us go to the page 161. The final word by Parris is saying Excellency. Danforth is blaming him. He is telling him you are a foolish man, how can you let your niece steal your money and go away and Parris will say:
Parris: Excellency, it profit nothing you should blame me.   >>>>>>If you blame me, we will not gain anything.
I cannot think they would run off except they fear to keep in Salem any more.
He is trying to show the judge that this is not a private matter about my household. Instead of talking to me as a failure of an uncle who cannot rule his niece or an uncle who let his niece escape and after taking his money, let me tell you that the whole of Salem is not a safe place anymore. 
He is pleading. Mark it, sir, Abigail had close knowledge of the town, and since the news of Andover has broken here - '
Again they are talking about Andover. They are talking about the news of Andover reaching Salem and this is the main reason is Abigail’s escape out of the town being unsafe. Salem is not safe now for the Reverend Parris and for the authority of the law. Danforth is dismissing him, he is telling him:
Danforth: Andover is remedied. The court returns there on Friday, and will resume examinations.
He is like telling him we are putting off the revolution in Andover. This is not a problem. We are in control. So, he is telling him, forget Andover. 
Parris: I am sure of it, sir. But the rumor here speaks rebellion in Andover, and it -
Parris agrees. He says I am sure that you are controlling the revolution, but the rumor here speaks rebellion in Andover. Maybe Andover is under control now, but the important thing is that the people of Salem believe that there is a rebellion in Andover and they are going to do the same thing. The rumor itself is more important than the act. And Danforth repeats:
Danforth: There is no rebellion in Andover! 
Parris: I tell you what is said here, sir. Andover have thrown out the court, they say, and will have no part of witchcraft. There be a faction here, feeding on that news, and I tell you true, sir, I fear there will be riot here.
Riot is a very important word in the context. They are talking about riots and rebellion and what happens in Andover can happen here. This is the situation that we are all together. You cannot blame me because you are in the same group as me. Let us think of some way to save ourselves. This is what Parris is trying to tell him.
Hathorne: Riot! Why at every execution I have seen naught but high satisfaction in the town.
Hathorne is saying our town is different. Maybe in Andover they are Angry at the execution, but here when we are executing people, everybody is satisfied. Everybody is happy. We do not have any riot in our country.
Parris: Judge Hathorne - it were another sort that hanged till now.
This is a very important point. He is saying some villagers are not as important as others. All the people who were hanged up till now belong to the sort that is not very important, but now we have different people who are going to hang.
Rebecca Nurse is no Bridget that lived three year with Bishop before she married him.
There is a difference between hanging a very religious woman like Rebecca Nurse and someone like Bridget Bishop. Bridget Bishop was not good. She lived for three years with a man before marrying him and then she married him later, so people would not care much when she is hanged.
 John Proctor is not Isaac Ward that drank his family to ruin.
There is a difference between the respected landowner and churchgoer John Proctor and the drunkard Isaac Ward who ruined his family.
To Danforth: I would to God it were not so, Excellency, but these people have great weight jet in the town. Let Rebecca stand upon the gibbet and send up some righteous prayer, and I fear she’ll wake a vengeance on  you.
These people are different. If you are putting Rebecca Nurse in the gibbet and you are about to hang her/ if she just look at the people and she utters one of her prayers, there will be vengeance/ the people will turn against you and they will set her free and maybe they will kill all of us. So, he is now speaking about security/ about the personal safety of the judges and of the law people in this town. We need to do something about it.
Hathorne: Excellency, she is condemned a witch. The court have -
Hathorne is saying she is a witch, why should people be angry for her sake?!
Danforth, in deep concern, raising a hand to Hathorne: Pray you.
You see how Danforth is getting convinced with what Parris is saying.
To Parris: How do you propose, then? >>>> I believe you. If this woman gets and speaks to the people, who knows what will happen. So, what should we do? What do you advise us to do? He is asking Parris for advice. 
Parris: Excellency, I would postpone these hangin’s for a time.
This is the first time that Parris says what he wants to say. He was wanting to say this word for three pages. But instead of saying the word, he keeps speaking about Andover, his niece, his savings, Rebecca Nurse and Hale. But he wants Danforth to postpone the hanging.
Danforth: There will be no postponement.
People sometimes change 180 degrees, but sometimes they change gradually. Danforth changed. He is willing to listen to Parris and he is willing to take his advice, but he is not willing to postpone the sentence. People will think that I am a weak man if I have the postponement.
Parris: Now Mr. Hale’s returned, there is hope,
 Still Paris tries to convince him. He will tell them Mr. Hale is here, just give him time to speak to these women and I am sure that they will listen to him.
I think - for if he bring even one of these to God, that confession surely damns the others in the public eye, and none may doubt more that they are all linked to Hell. This way, unconfessed and claiming innocence, doubts are multiplied, many honest people will weep for them, and our good purpose is lost in their tears.
I want you to listen to Parris. Parris does not care at all about the death of the people or about the fact that they are innocent people about to die. He just cares about his personal safety. He does not want any riot or rebellion against him and the judges. And he cares about their good names that the people will not say that these are bad people or that they are not good puritans or not Christians. So, he is saying if these people are going to die/ they are very respected in society and they are unconfessed, people will think that they are martyrs. They would say if they were bad people, they will even confess to save their lives, but they are silent. They are willing to die, but they will not confess something which is not true. People respect them even more. So, he is telling him just let us convince one of them to confess. And he says I was a witch and the others were me. Even if they are silent we do not care about them. He is going to kill the others, but he will save this person who confesses and he will save his image in the public eye. He will save his life against the rebellion. So, this is not any real turning of Parris. Parris does not change really. He does not have a change of conscience. The man up till the very end cares more about appearances. He cares more about his life/ his personal safety/ his property and money/ his reputation/ about not being beaten or killed by the angry riots.
This is part of when we are talking about mass hysteria or crowd psychology. If we are in a crowd, maybe each one of us is a peaceful farmer/ a good puritan who farms his land, tends his cattle and he goes to church and prays. But when we are together in a group and we go to witness the execution of Rebecca Nurse and Rebecca Nurse who is very pious says something (for example, she says may God has vengeance on all these or I am innocent or I am not confessing), each one of us will behave as part of a crowd. I will not be the peaceful quiet farmer any longer. I will be part of a crowd and I will have a collective psychology or a crowd psychology; I will be very violent. Maybe I will kill although under normal circumstances I never kill anybody. But now part of a crowd, then I am doing as the crowd doing and we are giving each other courage and we are all very angry. So, these riots, whether the riots of Andover or the riots that Parris is afraid will happen in Salem, are a very good example of what crowd psychology or mass hysteria means. And the way the girls were acting in the court is another example about how mass hysteria can work. One of the girls has leadership qualities like Abigail and she pretends to be seeing something and she can act and the others really believe that they can see what she is seeing even for a moment. Maybe when they go home and think about it, they know we were lying. Riot there and at the court>>>maybe they can convince themselves that they can see a yellow bird or something would attack them. , there are many examples about mass hysteria.
Danforth, after thinking a moment, then going to Cheever: Give me the list.
Danforth will go to Cheever and he is reading the list of names of the people who are about to die this day.
Cheever opens the dispatch case, searches. 
Parris: It cannot be forgot, sir, that when I summoned the con-gregation for John Proctor’s excommnnication there were hardly thirty people come to hear it. That speak a discontent, I think, and - 
Danforth, studying the list: There will be no postponement.
This is an interesting and an important piece of news also. Parris will tell Danforth while Cheever is looking for the name list (summoned the con-gregation for John Proctor’s excommnnication there were hardly thirty people come to hear it. That speak a discontent, I think, and -  )
The meaning of excommunication:  If someone is a Christian/ he is a member in a certain church and if he does something very bad, the priest has the authority to excommunicate him. It means that the priest will say this man is no longer a Christian/ no longer a member of our church. This is like a first step. After you do this step, then the man maybe killed or attacked.
So, this priest is telling something a very important sign to Judge Danforth. He is telling him when I excommunicated John Proctor/ when I called the people of the village to come to church to attend the excommunication of John Proctor, very few people will come. Instead of hundreds of people coming, only thirty will come which means that the others object; they do not believe that John Proctor deserve to be excommunicated. And even if we do not riot and we do not go to the streets, at least we are passively objecting. This is a sign that people are in a state of this contempt, they are angry. If they John Proctor about to hang, who knows what will happen. Again Parris is trying to say all this to Danforth; he is trying to mention Abigail and her escape. He is trying to mention Andover and the riots in there and the people of Salem who will attend the excommunication of Proctor. All this is to show him that we are not safe. Let us try to convince one of this women especially Rebecca or John Proctor to confess.
Danforth now is reading the list of names but he stikk says I will not postpone.
Danforth: Now, sir - which of these in your opinion may be brought to God? I will myself strive with him till dawn. He hands she list to Parris, who merely glances at it.
This is a change in Danforth, but not 100% change. He says this is the list of names and you are the pries of this village. You know them better than me. Tell me which of these people is liable to confess. If you tell me that this or that person may confess, I will go personally and stay with them till they confess. This is the big man/ the Deputy Governor and it is a very big thing that he will go and stay in a prison cell with a prisoner to let him confess. So, this is a change but not a full change. Up till now he says no postponement. They are still in the early hours of the night. But he says this morning the sentence will happen.
Parris: There is not sufficient time till dawn. >>>>I know these people. They will not confess in this time.
Danforth: I shall do my utmost. Which of them do you have hope for? >>>>Let us do what we can.
Parris is very worried and he is not saying everything immediately.
Parris, not even glancing at the list now, and in a quavering voice, quietly: Excellency - a dagger - He chokes up. 
DANFoRth: What do you say? 
Parris: Tonight, when I open my door to leave my house - a dagger clattered to the ground. Silence. Danforth absorbs this. Now Parris cries out: You cannot hang this sort. There is danger for me. I dare not step outside at night!
Now it is in the open. Parris says I fear for my life. This night when I came out, there was a dagger hanging at the door of my house. There is no talk about hanging this sort of people. We will not be safe if they hang. 
We have people on stage. After Tituba and Sarah Good went off, we have the two seniors judges and we have Cheever writer of the court and then we have Reverend Parris coming. All the time they are waiting for Hale because Danforth wanted to see both of them, Parris and Hale. And Hale is going to arrive.
Reverend Hale enters
Hale is a different man. We will see how he differs from Parris and the situation is going to change several times. So many turning points will happen in these last few pages.





    
	
	Page 10
	

	
	
	


T.N.S
