Drama
Fourth year- the second semester

The 11th lecture:                                                                                                                                         د.مها سلام

Today we will finish ‘The Crucible’. Our play is a tragedy. When we are talking about tragedy, we are talking about something great/ something above ordinary. Some critics used to say that in the modern times/ in the 20th and 21th centuries, it is very difficult to write a tragedy. They thought that tragedy has come to an end/ that we can write plays that are social dramas about social problems or comedies to criticize society in a comic way. So, some critics have this believe that the time of tragedy is over/ that we can no longer write a tragedy like the ones that used to be in the time of Shakespeare. Maybe Arthur Miller was trying to prove otherwise. Maybe he wrote ‘The Crucible’, ‘All My Sons’ or ‘Death of a Salesman’ to show that now I am living in the 20th century and I can write a play and this play can be a good tragedy with all the characteristic of tragedy. It can have big words, great emotions and even a tragic hero. Many people consider John Proctor a tragic hero. Tragic hero is always a very noble man/ a great man (a king or a leader of an army, etc) and he has one flaw/ one point of weakness and this will lead to his downfall. John Proctor will know that he is a very great man and that he is a man who is willing to die, but not to say something of which his children or his grandchildren will be ashamed in the future. And maybe we will pity him or sympathize with him. Maybe when we see his death at the final scene of the play and we see his wife watching his death/ the pregnant wife who does not know anything about her children since three months ago and she does not know where they are and she is about to give birth after six months to another child, but yet this is not an occasion for happiness because as soon as she give birth, she is going to leave the newborn baby and she will die herself; she is sentenced to die. So, we feel that we pity them and sympathy with them, but if somebody asks would you wanted to be otherwise? Would you want John Proctor to come at the very end and confess and say a lie and say I treated with the devil or I treated with a black magic or I was a witch in order just to save his life? We would say no, if he would say this, we would feel that he has become a lesser man. So, we accept things as they are which what we call the cathartic effect of a tragedy. When you are watching a great tragedy all the time, you have strong feelings>>pity, sympathy and these people are good, but they suffer. But at the end of the play when the whole things happen, you feel I accept it/ I am relaxed. Deep inside me I am washed away. The word catharsis means to be purified or you feel that you are clarified or pure or you say accept it and I do not want to change the end. I do not want Miller to come and tell me at the very final scene, I will make Proctor when he is about to hang to say I confess and he is going to confess and to write his name. The man was in a conflict and at one time he thought of confession, but at the end he torn the paper; he would give it to them. So, we are happy with this decision even if it is a tragic decision/ even it is a decision that it will cause the loss of life and will cause his children to become orphans, but we are relaxed and accepting that this is part of the effect of tragic. This is a good tragedy that I sympathize, but I would not want to change it because if I change it, he will not become the hero that I am thinking of and he will become a lesser man and a man that I do not respect and admire so much. So, maybe there can be a hero. He is not a king or a noble man. He is just a simple puritan farmer farming his own land in the village of Salem, Massachusetts in the 17th century, but the way he acted and the way he respected himself and his moral integrity so much would make him a hero as much as a king or a general. Bing a heroic is not about your social status or your class; it is about the way you act and your moral integrity/ it is about the way you have dignity and you do not allow people to crush you or to treat you as an inferior. You respect yourself an you feel your own dignity and then you cause everybody else to respect you or to feel that you are a dignified person which is exactly what John Proctor did in our play.
Act four takes place after three months. The whole duration of our play is three months. From the beginning of the dilemma when Betty Parris could not wake up in the morning/ when she was in bed still, not moving and not talking and they thought that she is bewitched and rumors started happing that the girl has been seen flying out of the window and that there is witchcraft and people crowd in the house of Reverend Parris and the arrival of Hale and the confession of Tituba>>>>>till the final part it is only three months. But the three months have been chaotic three months in which everything changes.
Last time we read that the cows have nobody to milk them and they are alone without their owners in the streets bellowing and shouting. Today we will read that it is not only the cows and it is also the crops and children. The crops are in the field. If you do not remove them all the time, they will rot and stink and they will have a very bad smell. And everything is chaotic and there is a rebellion in a neighboring town >>>all this happen in three months. So, three months have passed and today is another day in the early morning and seven people are supposed to hang. We saw Herrick as a policeman and we saw Tituba and Sarah Good. We saw some of the prisoners who are there. Then we found figures of authority/ the great men >>>Danforth, Hathorne and Parris arriving and we stopped with the arrival of Hale. And things are getting of hand and there is terror among these people of authority that maybe if today we kill these seven people and these seven include important names like Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor, the people will uprise against us and maybe they will kill us. They are trying to find a plan to prevent this uprising. The plan mainly consists of getting one of the seven to confess because if one of the seven confesses and says I was a witch or I dealt with the devil, this will mean that all these who died before were guilty and all those who will die today are guilty. So, just one confession is going to save the situation for the authorities. But this confession is not coming. They want Rebecca to confess and she is not confessing. They will try with John Proctor and we will see what happened.
Reverend Hale enters. They look at.him for an instant in silence- 
He is steeped in sorrow, exhausted, and more direct than he ever was.
We will see a different Hale who can speak directly to the governor of the county and he is not afraid at all. He stopped being afraid.
Danforth: Accept my congratulations, Reverend Hale; we are gladdened to see you returned to your good work.
 He is welcoming Hale. He is happy with what Hale is doing. Hale is trying to make one of the prisoners to confess and Danforth seems to be happy with that.
Hale, coming to Danforth now: You must pardon them. They will not budge.
We have two wills, the will of the prisoners and the will of the authorities. This is a war between two wills. It seems that the prisoners are not going to surrender and nobody is confessing and it is turn of the authorities; they must to relent/ they must accept the pressure and say we pardon you. Hale is saying this very openly and frankly to Danforth. He is telling him they will not budge/ they will not move a little distance. They are keeping their place at all and you are the one who has to budge/ the one who has to pardon them.
 Herrick enters, waits.
 Herrick the police officer enters and he is waiting any orders. It is very important the way that Danforth will answer Hale. He answers him conciliatory. I am speaking to you in a conciliatory way. I am not angry with you. I am telling you how dare you! I am just a scholar/ man of religion/ a man of science. He is conciliating him. 
Danforth, conciliatory: You misunderstand, sir; I cannot par-don these when twelve are already hanged for the same crime. It is not just
He appears to speak on the side of justice now. He is saying 12 people are already lost their lives because of the crime of witchcraft, so if I come today and I say I am pardoning this seven, this is not fair because the others were human and the family of the others are going to be very angry>> they will say why our relatives, our fathers and mother, died when these seven who were accused of the same thing are going to be pardoned.
Parris, with failing heart: Rebecca will not confess?
 Hale has already said at the beginning that the prisoners are not budging and they are not confessing, but it seems that still Parris has hope, so he seems to misunderstand. He says are you telling me that Rebecca is not going to confess.
HAr.E: The sun will rise in a few minutes. Excellency, I must have more time.
He does not even answer Parris. He does not care about Parris at all. When he is saying Excellency, then he is talking to Danforth. He is saying the sun will rise and as soon as the sun rises, it is supposed to be the time of hanging the seven prisoners of today. The time is running short and I need time. Give me time. Up till now they did not confess, but if you give me some time, maybe they will do. Danforth will make a very important speech. He will express his opinion on the matter. He is making things clear.
Danforth: Now hear me, and beguile yourselves no more.
I do not want you to deceive yourselves. You think that we can pardon these people, no we cannot.
I will not receive a single plea for pardon or postponement.
These are the two options. If we do not kill the people today after few minutes, then either we say we pardon them and they can go free, or we postpone. But he is saying no pardon and no postponement. Anyone of these seven who does not confess will hang today.
Them that will not confess will hang. Twelve are already executed; the names of these seven are given out, and the village expects to see them die this morning.
This is the number of the people who were executed. This is how we know the number. Twelve have already died and seven are supposed to die today and there was an announcing of the list of names that are supposed to die.
Postponement now speaks a floun-dering on my part; reprieve or pardon must cast doubt upon the guilt of them that died till now.
He is more interested about his reputation/ his image/ about the way people will look at him. if I postpone things and I come today and say these seven were supposed to hang today, but the hanging will be postpone for one, this means I am not certain/ I am not sure of myself. A floundering is like a sort of uncertainty and weakness. I cannot have people saying that the great governor Danforth is not certain whether these people they are guilty or not. And if we pardon them totally, this means that the others were not guilty. So, either way we cannot do. It seems that the last thing in his mind is whether people live or die; he does not care at all.
While I speak God’s law, I will not crack its voice with whimpering.
This is a very dangerous thing that once any human being start saying I am not acting of myself (do not think me as Danforth, I am acting the law of God), then he is making himself divine; you cannot argue with him. He is saying these are not my orders and that they are the orders of God, so what are you arguing about? Do you mean that God is doing something bad? So, once someone tries to use the argument about I am just doing the word of God, then it is no argument.
If retaliation is your fear, know this - I should hang ten thousand that dared to rise against the law, and an ocean of salt tears could not melt the resolution of the statutes.
The word ‘retaliation’ is like rebellion or revolution. The word ‘statues’ with the additional ‘s’ at the end is not like statue. It is the important law. Now he is saying some of you are afraid of revolution. Some of you are saying we are just four or five people and maybe we have police officers with us/ maybe we are 20 and if people rise against us, it will be like hundreds or thousands and they will kill us. You are afraid of this, but let me tell you something>>> I am not afraid. Danforth says I am not afraid of rebellion because if they are ten thousand and they dare to rise, this means that this is something against the government and we can get people from the army and we can kill everybody revolves in the revolution.
So, it is a very dangerous argument. It is the argument of a man who thinks that he represents the words of God and if you are against him, then you are against God and you deserve to die. He is a man who does not care about saving the blood of people. Remember that all the time that Danforth is a governor and a governor means politician. This is a main difference between Danforth and Hale. Hake is just a scholar. He does not any authoritative office. When he tells you I come to you with the authority of books, it means I have read a lot and I have a good mind and I am coming to you because I am a man of learning. He is not a politician and he does not have a certain position that he tries protest at any cause, but once you are a politician, you do not things about ethics or morals at all. Maybe you are just thinking I want to keep sitting on this chair and keep my position and I do not care about how many people die for the sake of keeping my position.
Now draw yourselves up like men and help me, as you are bound by Heaven to do. Have you spoken with them all, Mr. Hale?
He calls the others Hale, Parris and Hathorne to behave like men. You are weak like women. You are afraid of rebellion. You should not be afraid of rebellion. Stand up like men and stand with me. He tells them you are bound by heaven to do. He is telling them it is not your duty to me as a man; it is your duty to heaven that you stand by me so that we force these people to follow the law of heaven. 
The last sentence is very ironic because after all these things he is again asking hale, reminding us of Parris. Parris is asking Hale did Rebecca not confess? And now he is telling him >> Did you speak to everybody? We have seven people are about to hang now. It seems that he is not certain of himself as he wants to appear. He still Hale to give him some good news that there is hope of confession.
Hale: All but Proctor. He is in the dungeon.
It means he spoke to six people because Proctor is not with them. He is in the dungeon. If you are in the dungeon like a room under the ground, it means you are in solitary confinement and it is much harsher than or more severe than imprisonment. So, it seems that there are certain reasons why Proctor is not with them. He is in the dungeon and the others are in prison cells, but he is going to hang today with them. He did not get to Proctor because Proctor is in the dungeon.
Danforth, to Herrick: What’s Proctor’s way now? 
Herrick: He sits like some great bird; you’d not know he lived except he will take food from time to time.
So, he is in his dungeon, just sitting and not moving except from time to time/ maybe every two or three days just to eat something to keep living.
Danforth, after thinking a moment: His wife - his wife must be well on with child now. 
Herrick: She is, sir. 
Danforth: What think you, Mr. Parris? You have closer knowledge of this man; might her presence soften him?
All these things show you that Danforth is not as sure of himself as he pretended to be. He is trying to catch at straws. When somebody is drowning, he will catch at anything to save his life. So, he is reminding himself and he is thinking>> this man Proctor is in the dungeon. I remember him. He has a wife and the wife also is imprisoned and she is pregnant. So, we are not killing her now. What’s about if the wife speaks to her husband. If she begs him and tells him we have children and they should not have to lose both the mother and the father at the same moment. So, he is making a new plan.
Parris: It is possible, sir. He have not laid eyes on her these three months. I should summon her, 
' Danforth, to Herrick: Is he yet adamant? Has he struck at you again?
The word again is important because it seems that John Proctor has been violent at least once before and he stroke at his jailer, Herrick the policeman.
Herrick: He cannot, sir, he is chained to the wall now.
Herrick says he cannot strike at me/ he cannot beat me because he is chained to the wall. He is chained for three total months. No news at all is reaching John Proctor.
Danforth is asking for fetching Goody Proctor (Goody Proctor is Elizabeth Proctor) to give her a chance to speak with her husband.
Hale again will ask for postponement and he will try to convince Danforth. He will tell him if you just put an announcement on the wall of the jail outside and people read it and you say we have postponed the sentence for one week, people would think that you are a very merciful man. They will not thing that you are weak, blundering or afraid. But again Danforth does not want to do this. The most he can do is to allow Elizabeth to be alone with her husband and to try to talk to him.
Then we have a part about the condition of the village I was telling you.
Hale: Excellency, there are orphans wandering from house to house; abandoned cattle bellow on the highroads, the stink of rotting crops hangs everywhere, and no man knows when the harlots’ cry will end his life -
The harlots are Abigail and her friends. Every man in the village and every woman in the village/ nobody feel safe. They wake up in the morning and say maybe Abigail and the others will say that we are witches and if they just say it, then we are in jail.
Why is Hale telling him this? Hale describing the case because Danforth was asking him>>> Did you hear with your own ears that people are talking about rebellion? So, the man is not as certain as he looks. He is not sure of himself as he pretends. He wants to make sure. Are you just talking about rebellion like this or did you hear something in particular, tell me? 
and you wonder yet if rebellion’s spoke?
This is our condition and you are still doubting? You should not doubt. The things that are happening mean that there is rebellion. I do not have to hear the people speaking the word rebellion. The whole situation shows that there is danger of rebellion.
Better you should marvel how they do not burn your province!
If were you, I would be very much surprised that how come that up till now we are not burnt. These people are very self-controlling. The How the villagers of Salem did not burn the province. They are very calm people. They are very in full control up till now and at any moment they can rebel against us. So, the situation is explosive and the only hope remaining is that Elizabeth Proctor can convince her husband to confess.
Now we come to a very interesting thing about Elizabeth and John Proctor. Elizabeth is few months pregnant woman. She knows that she is going to live only for six months. She will give birth to a child and then she will die immediately. She will not see her newborn baby. She will not see her three children. She does not know even anything about them starting from now. And suddenly you give her the golden chance that just by speaking to your husband and convincing him to say I confess, then at least you can know that your husband is with your children. We will set him free. I am sure that 99% of women if they are put in her place, they will accept this, but not Elizabeth who is another great person. This ordinary woman/ this ignorant woman is not knowledgeable, but she is a good puritan mother and wife. Just by instinct she knows that she should not impose or force people to do something against their conscience. She does not enter into philosophical argument about religion. She does not say that this sin is more than that sin and if I just lie to save my life, then maybe God forgive the lie. She does not enter to all these things. She only knows that deep inside you God has put some conscience. Maybe we can deceive people, but you can never deceive yourself. If you are innocent or guilty, you know deep inside you whether you are innocent or guilty. Even when her husband is asking her, she says no, why do you want me to carry all the burden? We are puritans and one of the good things of puritans is that we are directly responsible to God. We do not have any medium between us and God. We have our individual conscience. Ou are the one who should decide.
So, she wanted to see him because she could not lose the chance of seeing her husband maybe for the last time. Even when Danforth keeps asking her, will you convince him? She says I will not promise anything. Danforth is very desperate. Even when she says I cannot promise you, but I am ready to see him, he agrees. He says let them meet each other and let them be alone. This would be the final scene that they are going to be alone and it is very moving. I want you to think of understatement. They are a husband and a wife who have not met before and maybe things were not well between them and maybe the husband cheated on his wife and he has another affair with another person once. But they have both suffered a lot that the suffering has purified them. If you were Elizabeth maybe you are angry against you husband before, but now after all the suffering you are seeing him coming from the dungeon very ill and he has chained all the time, then without knowing you have already forgiven him. During the three months, Elizabeth herself was thinking and saying I am not totally innocent. I bear part of the blame. I was not a good wife to my husband and I was always cold, and maybe in this way I share part of the sin. So, I am not angel, a saint or a totally innocent woman dealing with a guilty man. Once they reach this, this is what we call tolerance. You start accepting people as they are. You start saying they are not perfect and they did something wrong, but who knows, maybe they have suffered enough and maybe God will forgive them for what they did. So, she is reaching the position of accepting her husband as a weak human being who has done a very big sin, but the man has suffered a lot so that maybe when he goes to God, he is blameless. On the other hand, I Elizabeth who was a good human praying and thinking of myself as perfect >>I was not very perfect because I let myself be engaged with my house and with my children and I left my husband and I was cold to him. He had to seek for love at another place and he committed a sin, but I am part of the reason for this sin.
So, it is a very moving scene. By the way, she will never advise him. He will try once, twice and more times. Tell me what to do. I do not know and I am afraid. If I confess and this is a lie, then it will be a lie. If I do not confess and I die and I leave my children alone, maybe this is wrong. How can I know? And then she tells him God is above and on earth it is only you John Proctor. You are the best judge of John Proctor.
 Before the husband and the wife meet, there will be a very high religious discussion between Hale and Elizabeth and she will even tell him please, I am not learned as you are/ I cannot answer you back, but I just have a feeling that what you tell me is not a correct thing. Hale was telling her I want you to sympathize with me. It is this woman in this condition and he wants her to sympathize with him. Please, convince your husband to confess because if your husband dies, I will be his murderer/ I will feel responsible. Please, have pity on me and let him confess. He was even telling her if he confesses, this is a lie and if he does not confess, then he is sacrificing his life and believe me God can accept a lie, but he cannot accept people who throw away their lives. Then she is saying I cannot weigh things. I do not know how God is thinking or how he weighs things. I just feel that I do not want to listen to you and I am not going to ask my husband to do anything, but just I have to meet him.
All the time in any plat, the final act in very important, but in a tragedy it is doubly important because this is the act in which we get most of the cathartic feelings. This is the act in which you see these suffering people about to reach the end of their suffering one way or another one. Then he is going to say I will not going to leave disgrace or shame to the coming generations. So, he had a conflict and the conflict was not resolved except at the very end. We felt this is fine. This is the way a hero will behave. Even Elizabeth watching him that he is hanging, she says he made his choice and I totally agree with it. She could see the nobility of the choice he made. He had two choices, but he chose the way which seems to be immediately suffering, but in the long run, it is the nobler way. It is the way that shows him to be a man above other men. The tragic hero is a man above other men. It does not only to be above men only in money or in social state. He can be above men in morals, thinking and in the decisions. So, he is heroic and she is heroic. Even Rebecca was heroic. They are taking her and she is about to fall while they are holding her, but then immediately she said I did not have any breakfast today. These are very courageous people. She is 75 years old and she is not a young woman any longer, but she cares about her dignity. She does not want people to remember her as frightened. In other act, they were the ones afraid of her. They say if Rebecca look at the people and says one of prayer, then rebellion will happen. Imagine a 75 years old woman is about to hang and she is causing big men with authority, to be afraid of her. This is what we mean by dignity or heroic stature or something that raises a play about the ordinary level and makes it a tragedy.
-The second play “Look Back in Anger” is not comparable to ‘The Crucible’ at all. It is not a great tragedy like ‘The Crucible’. It does not talk about great emotions or tragic heroes. The second play is just an example of modern drama. If you think that modern drama is all the time great tragedy like ‘The Crucible’, this would not be the correct image. I want to give you another example; a play written in 1957 for years after ‘The Crucible’ and it is written in England, not in America. The most importance of the second play is that it started a trend. After it was done, many people wrote about angry young men, many people made movies about angry young men and novels about angry young men. This is the only importance; otherwise, it is ordinary. I found that ‘A doll’s House’ is much greater>> it is a domestic drama, but there are very strong emotions in it. But in ‘look Back in Anger’, it is about this angry husband who is working class origin, but he got educated and he had a degree and he married above him. He married a woman who belongs to upper middle class. All the time he is very angry. He is angry at her and at her family. He is angry at himself. Some critics wrote it can get boring. Why this man is angry? Nobody is doing anything against him. Critics sometimes say it is a wider anger. It is not only anger against the wife and the wife’s family. He is angry against the establishment. They are giving it a political significance. All this anger is being given a political significance, yet despite this in some scenes of the play, you get bored. He is angry all the time and you cannot sympathize or feel sorry for this anger which is happening. You cannot identify or feel that it is a noble anger or a great anger.
So, there is nothing to compare. The only thing the two plays have in common is that they are modern drama; otherwise, they are not comparable. It does not have the great stature of ‘The Crucible’ or of ‘A Doll’s House’ even.     
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