Lec. 5 :   The Waste Land   by   T. S. Eliot
         The epigraph highlights the main theme of the poem.  It deals with theme of death in life, deterioration, living under a certain type of torture- living alone without enjoying life. It is a reflection of the 20th century after the two world wars.
The waste land is filled with the backing of the rich intellectual background of Eliot himself. When we come to read the Waste land, we need to be backed with this intellectual background. At least we need to have knowledge of what he is exactly doing. 

There are three major points to take into consideration while reading. 

Whenever there is a voice, we need to understand this voice related to its people and its people. There are fragmentary characters, images, and way of thinking in characters. We are going to meet so many characters similar to Prufrock. 

The most representative images used by Eliot as he describes a heap of broken images. The images are of not one entity. They are broken. They are reflections of broken hearts, minds, existence of modern man. 

It is only some voices that are calling for assembly- what is the way to gather all these broken images and characters. 
The most outstanding controlling voice is the religious voice.  
The allusions used show how rich background Eliot has.  

The Waste Land as being planned, the theme has been stated show the dilemma of the human being as being described as cosmopolitan- universal dilemma- covering all – from the Far East to the Far East. To deal with this vast unlimited area that deals with human experience. He needs to deal with this variety of experience.

The allusions are being taken from, borrowed from this vast human experience through the philosophy of these universal human beings. The allusions used are both based on western and eastern philosophy. We find philosophy, religion- literary ages – human cultures- civilizations. This shows how vast and deep the range of Eliot's culture, his intellectual background. We have different human experiences from the Far East to the far West. 
We have four voices. When we come to a voice, we need to understand whose voice is this. 
The first voice is of a lady speaking about her childhood experience, shadowing part of her present life. She is narrating her experience. We find her using places that are not familiar either to the readers, of to the awareness of the writer himself. She is referring to some places in Germany. 
With these voices of these characters, we come to understand that the language used by these characters is only a reflection of different human experiences. It has further dimension to add to the poem and to the experience of the reader himself. 

The second voice is a religious voice. There is a call, an invitation from the voice to the islanders  , which is religious and Biblical reference – a prophetic call- inviting readers to come and enjoy a small space of shadow to relax their minds and souls away from the daily restless of the waste land. The shadow means to go back to religion. 

The third voice is an attempt to present a kind of anticipation- fortune telling- Madame Sosostris, a fortune teller. There is a voice referring to her and emphasizing the islanders' interests out of their wariness about what is coming in the future. People are worried- not satisfied- they suffer a sense of loss duty to their spiritual dryness. They are always suffering.

The last part of the poem is the most interesting one. It is the voice of man who is completely suffering a disconnection with the world around him. It is the voice of someone who is walking on London Bridge. Through his voice, we are taken back to the three other voices, presented to a summary with a panoramic view of the whole situation of the people in the London city which is one example of the whole cities in the world after the World War II. All the other cities are similar to London. 
To understand the poem, we have to keep in mind all these points: voices, allusions and the fragmentary images. 

The poem is dedicated to Ezra Pound. 
· Read the footnotes given by Eliot

I. THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD


APRIL is the cruellest month, breeding
It is a shocking line. The coming of April is a kind of breeding – living- to give birth to- on a harsh experience.

April is the cruelest month because it reminds them of the time of being born in this harsh experience on the dead land. There is reference to the lilacs out of the dead land. Even lilacs are growing on the blood of others. it is being forced to grow. Nothing is normal and spontaneous on the waste land.

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memory and desire, stirring
It creates a kind of comparison which is always painful; a comparison between what is being desired and what is being valuable. What is available is pain, destruction, deterioration, loss. This mixing of the two brought about their pain because it puts together their desire. It shocks them to awareness. They do not want to- to stir= to move = to mix= to change reality, to create one entity out of several substances.  This stirring and mixing bring them back to reality that they do not want to meet. it brings them to an awareness that is really painful.    

Dull roots with spring rain.

Winter kept us warm, covering

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding
 They are dull roots as they lost life. They are forced to grow. We have his suggestion of strong emotions.  They try to avoid being in confrontation with their pains. 

There is a strong suggestion of the presence of emotions but this emotion is kept, suppressed willingly or unwillingly. People of the waste land are not that strong, tough or stone-hearted people. They have emotions and tenderness. Intentionally, there is an attempt to hide from being in direct confrontation with their feelings. These feelings  are  painful enough to bring them out of living in oblivion- forgetting. It is better or them to forget this hard experience.

What this lady is doing is narrating the experience of her life, having coffee, reading magazines. The only memory that she narrates is sliding and expressing fears. She was sliding with her cousin. The only impression she gives out of this experience is that she was frightened.   

They have forgotten about happy experience. They try to avoid speaking of happiness- a desire for happiness. This will open the gate for endless remorse and sadness. They do not have time to think of their own feelings. all the islanders are busy with their daily business. They have forgotten about religion, human relationships, and interests in the place. They are living in wonderful places, but this does not help them to come in good relations with each others- to give them sense of settlement and belonging. They are always alienated from the place where they are. They are always alienated from each others- isolated from any human communication.  A desire for a healthy relationship, an honest expression of feelings will bring about endless pain. 
They prefer winter to spring because winter covers their emotions. They hide in their houses, forget about their desires. But spring is revealing. What is interesting in winter is the covering. as the winter is uncovering, forcing all the flowers to grown n harsh memories, winter helps us to forget, to keep away from the desires that are impossible for them. 
A little life with dried tubers.

Summer surprised us, coming over the Starnbergersee

With summer, come memories. 

Starnbergersee= this is a park and a Café. 

us= all the human beings existing in the world. 
With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade,

And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten,

And drank coffee, and talked for an hour.

Rain on the waste land is not a blessing. Rain is also a means to reproduce. 

From the beginning of this stanza, we are dealing with the imagery of vegetation, regeneration that is being avoided or not achieved on the waste land.
breeding – mixing – stirring         (  Breeding= to give birth to )
All these words suggest regeneration – the image of vegetation. 

We are in the early age of the land- with the lady telling her childhood experience. All these images are suggesting youth and regenerating, vegetation. The sudden vegetation is a painful one, difficult. 

On a land like the waste land, breeding is impossible. Regeneration is difficult if not impossible on a land like the waste land. 

One of the main themes of the poem is infertility and impotence. It is there not to emphasize the fertility of the land but to refer to the impossibility of any fertility. Spring is the time of fertility. But in this case all the lilacs and the roots growing in April month is that of painful experience grown on the harsh memories, the dead bodies.  

There is emotion and tenderness, but the kind of such emotion that may grow in a dry land. It is difficult to express, an attempt to cover, never deal with real communication in life, enjoyment, revelation of one self clearly. 

Even when this aristocratic lady tries to narrate her experience, it is a routine. She had her routine having coffee, reading . 

Bin gar keine Russin, stamm' aus Litauen, echt deutsch.

And when we were children, staying at the archduke's,

My cousin's, he took me out on a sled,

We are invited to listen to the voice of this aristocratic lady speaking of herself. We are in the presence of the first voice. It is an aristocratic lady narrating her early childhood experience. She is not Russian. She is Dutch.

There is reference to political parties that appeared after World War II- Communism. It was an outcome of war- the idea f clashes between different nationalities. 

Political issue is not one of their considerations. It is one of the causes that have destroyed their life. Politics brought about the two World Wars and thus destruction to the whole universe.  

And I was frightened. He said, Marie,

 15
Marie, hold on tight. And down we went.

In the mountains, there you feel free.

I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.

 

 The way she is narrating the story is drawing fragmentary lines. She is jumping from one experience to another. She is going zigzag to avoid certain memories in her life.  She keeps isolating herself by enjoying life being alone in the night reading in an isolated place. 
This part shows her disconnection. She is an example of all the waste landers.

This is the first voice- a human voice- it gives us the first experience of the people of the waste land.

The whole issue of this stanza is being summed up in the first line.  Spring is a cruel month while winter is comfortable. 
This lady is from a different language. She speaks another language rather than English. 

Eliot wants to show his knowledge of other languages rather than English. It adds to the cosmopolitan nature of the poem. It does not deal with one culture. This gives a sign of disconnectedness of the people on the waste land- difficulty to communicate- lack of communication- speaking different languages means being unable to understand each other. It adds to the lack of communication. 
She is part of this fragmentary world, this painful experience. April for her and for the others is the same- breeding on their own memories- stirring their past. 

Concerning the cultural references we have allusions- voices, fragmentary images. We have many literary references- allusions- ne of them is Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales". The story of Canterbury Tales is of a group of pilgrims narrating their stories to pass their time. These four voices stand for some pilgrims included in Chaucer. 

We are in the presence of a situation that is painful even when it is giving vegetation- we expect the least to become out of it. People are avoiding coming into direct confrontation, meeting with their own past. They are trying to shut up their pains, desires, avoiding anything that may stir their desires. Even spring- rain is painful. The only comfortable season for them is winter because it is covering all- keep them warm. Winter does not only cover the land, but themselves. It is strange to enjoy the coldness. It is the coldness of feelings and emotions.  It is painful not to be able to enjoy their emotions. There are a lot of people running all the time just for working, to find their means in life.  There is spiritual decay in their life. 
The first stanza of the first movement establishes our sense and understanding of the poem. 

What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow

Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,
  20              I 
The last line takes us back to the epigraph. There is deterioration and destruction in life. There is no life, no past, no present and no future. 
You cannot say, or guess, for you know only

A heap of broken images, where the sun beats,

  25
? Son of man,= Isaac = إسحاق here, God is addressing Isaac 
  30
   Here, there is the prophetic or religious voice.  The deliverance is to the whole of humanity and the prophet himself.  

this stony rubbish

A heap of broken images
It is the image of the modern man, his own dilemma. It is his inability to understand.  It is the cause of his inability to connect spiritually. There is a state of incoherence. His life is like a broken image. His life is busy with things rather than this spiritual voice- isolating himself from any spiritual light- to create a relation.  

The question given is not to be answered. He can not give any answer due to his inability to understand. His only connection is through this heap of broken images. It is the life f the waste landers. There is no connectedness, no relatedness, neither to themselves nor to the others, not even to God. This leads to utter loss. 

And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,

And the dry stone no sound of water. Only

There is shadow under this red rock,

It is dryness, emptiness that makes it difficult for any man to grow on the waste land.  

Even the cricket صرصار الليلwhich is a sign of life. it creates noise, anxiety rather than relaxation. 

There is clear reference to the stone that was split out by water. 

They can not hide behind the stone to protect them. They are all the time exposed in this harsh life.  

this red rock,   This is reference to religion. Reference to one of these holy books- اسفار
This red rock can be a shelter. It is on the dry land. It is reference to the spiritual dryness. This red rock is the only possible shelter that is related to the only source of water on the dry land. 

The red rock is a suggestion of spiritual shelter that they will never find. the reference to the  possibility of solution is there with the allusion to the Bible- the use of this Biblical allusion- coming to some spiritual satisfaction. 
this voice is directly inviting them to come an hide, to have shelter, protection under the shadow of the red rock. 

(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),

And I will show you something different from either

Your shadow at morning striding behind you

Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you;
This is past and future- reference to the past deeds which is ruining their lives. Even, if they re trying to avoid memories, they are always busy minded, living under this stress of the past and the fear for their future. They are living a life of loss , dryness . They are being backed with the painful memories of the past and the fears concerning the unknown future. their present is dry, a loss, . It is avoided intentionally. They are living day by day present, but it is being avoided. 
I will show you fear in a handful of dust.
It is the imagery of death- from dust to dust- man is created from dust and will be turned into dust.  Death is the ultimate end of the human beings. 
This voice brings us the broken images – disconnectedness- unrelatedness -  

Lec. 6
We have allusions- like the reference to April is the cruelest month- it is literary allusion to Chaucer's Canterbury Tales" - a group of pilgrims trying to amuse themselves by telling tales- it is similar to the voices- narration in the Waste Land. It brings about painful experiences. 

The presences of the four speakers suggest something else concerning the meaning of the Waste Land. including languages spoken by speakers rather than English . This adds to our standing of the poem. it shows the lack of communication between people. It is to make the dilemma of those people cosmopolitan. 

What theme in the poem that is being enhanced by the inclusion of these four people speaking different languages? 

it widens and enhances the theme of  the difficulty communication- lack of communication between the islanders in the modern life. It is one of the themes in The Waste Land . This theme had been alluded to through the use of languages rather than English. 
The poem is universal- cosmopolitan. The dilemma of the people in the waste land is the dilemma of every man in modern life. 

              Frisch weht der Wind
                Der Heimat zu.
                Mein Irisch Kind,
                Wo weilest du?
'You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;

'They called me the hyacinth girl.'

The speaker here is a girl. 

—Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,

Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not

Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither

Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,
Looking into the heart of light, the silence.
Od' und leer das Meer.
 

We come in contact with three types of love- all of them are missed and incomplete. The first type of love is suggested by the song- taken from an Opera.  
· Read the footnote given by Eliot
We have an example of light hearted- careful lover. It is the love between two people that carry less wariness. They are carefree- not under any stress. There are not any promises relationships. There is only an intention- just the beginning- They start narrating and never end what they are doing. It is incomplete. They do not care of what they are doing. They are living in fragmentary world.  Even their feelings are taken silently.  

Hyacinth= is a symbolic of disappointed love 

Hyacinth song is taken from Italian. It is a kind of flower. It is a symbolic of love. It suggests failure of love. They are unable to complete this love relationship – to a healthy one which may create a real unity. 

The Hyacinth scene suggests failure of a pure idealized love. 
The first love is a light- hearted love. The second type of love is failure. It suggests failure. It is suggested by Hyacinth. The lover goes to the garden, he gives her flowers. It is suggested very early at the beginning of this relation that it could be healthy relation, idealized love.

The third type of love is the fragment from Opera. It refers to the tragic love. This is reference to fragmentary. There is no complete relationship of love. 

Looking into the heart of light, the silence.
There is nothing in the scene. There is emptiness.

This sailor is speaking about three types of love.  He ends the episode with a note of emptiness. There is nothing in the sea. There is emptiness.   This is disappointing, depressing. 

The image that the sailor uses, the quotation at the end, the closing fragment refers to emptiness. 
In these lines, there are two people trying to initiate a relationship. People on the Waste Land are unable to have a complete relationship. Physically speaking, they are unable.  Emotionally, they are dry, decayed. The suggestion here is that any relationship of love will turn into failure. This is to be enhanced by the note of emptiness. This shows the spiritual dryness of the people of the waste land. Emotionally speaking, they are unable to complete any kind of relationship. Physically, they are not designed to develop any sexual and physical relationship.  Spiritually, physically and emotionally, they are unable of completing a relationship. 

Hyacinth as a flower symbolizes failure. It is a symbol of infertility. 

Girl= is a reference to the female side.

The speaker is a girl. Frustration is the feeling of both of them. It is a common feeling of the people on the waste land.  

Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,

Had a bad cold, nevertheless

Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,

With a wicked pack of cards. Here, said she,

Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,

 

Here, Madame Sosostris is   narrating her experience. It is anticipation. 

All these themes will be developed on. She is just giving an outline. 

The more images that will be developed later on, and elaborated on- is like the image of one eyed man. This will be treated separately in different parts of the poem. 

The wisest woman= to take her reading seriously. 

With a wicked pack of cards= this is the case of the modern age- on the waste land. 

She starts reading the cards. The first card is of the drowned Phoenician Sailor. 

(Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!)

Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,

The lady of situations.

  50
He was taken completely by the water of the sea. She is trying to convince him that what she is reading for him is real. 

 Here is Belladonna= a beautiful lady. Beauty has different meaning on the waste land. To be beautiful does not mean to be attractive, to be satisfied or happy. 

Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,

And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card,

Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,

 

Here is the man with three staves= it is one of the cards.  

Which I am forbidden to see. I do not find    (this is the future of the waste landers )

The Hanged Man. Fear death by water.  (it is a warning against death by water )  

I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

 
 
the drowned Phoenician Sailor= it refers to the Phoenician civilization . Sailor is characterized by ability to connect others' cultures. A sailor is known for his wisdom, activity, leadership. This sailor will be seen later on in the poem. We will meet him in later episodes in the poem. This sailor is drowned. It is death by water. Water is supposed to be a source of life.  
To enhance the image of this man, (Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look. 

 His eyes have turned into pearls. It is his physical and inner eyes. Pearls connotes being precious. It also refers to materialistic life. He is in search for materialistic life. He is forgetting about spiritual life and running after all materialistic life. It is killing the people of the waste land within the source of life- source of fertility- something that they lack.  They are blind. There is absence of ability to see. It is to see through not to see with. These eyes have turned into pearls. He can not see any more. He can not see with and can not see through. He is dimmed. He is eaten up by worms. What is left from him is his eyes. Though pearls are precious, in this situation they are to add to his loss. He got pearls but he lost his life.  He got materialistic gains - what he is after and lost his spirituality.

The Phoenician sailor is supposed to be wise, coming from a rich civilization, yet, he is just like all the waste landers. Thinking of this sailor to be wise enough, not to be trapped in the wheel of life, this is not true. All the waste landers are trapped in this wheel of modern life.  
All the ladies on the waste land are depressed, neglected, never communicated, suffering some psychological trouble . Modern lady is taking care of her appearance, they are beautiful. But from the inside, they are suffering the emptiness, dryness, rootedness of the waste land. They are not in a better situation than men.   

and here the Wheel= it is the wheel of life within which they are running, unable to achieve anything. This is clear reference to modern civilization and the materialistic life. 

the one-eyed merchant = it is a revelation of the Masonic activity. It is an image of deformity. The modern civilization is deformed. It suffers deformity. 
The merchant has only one eye- the other eye was lost. It is his spiritual side that is lost. It is only one eye- the physical- but the spiritual is absent- missed. People on the waste land lack spirituality. Spiritually, they are dead, dry. They do not enjoy a balanced life, or identity. It is a sign of deformity that is shown. 

I see crowds of people I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

it is the waste landers . They are walking in a ring. This is reference to the wheel of life. It leads to nothing. There is emptiness. there is no possibility of any solution or salvation. 
Thank you. If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:

One must be so careful these days.
 They are fascinated, interested in beauty. They lack any faith. 

This passage is referring to the complete loss in which these people are living. They lost direction. They are moving in a wheel. It is the wheel f life that is taking them, eating them up like the Phoenician sailor. Spiritually, they are blind. Physically, they are impotent. 

Unreal City,
Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,

A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

I had not thought death had undone so many.

Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.

Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,
To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours

With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.

There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying 'Stetson!

 

'You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!

  70  !'
Unreal City,= over London Bridge it is the city of London=  a city in the waste land. The weather is foggy. It is reference to the materialistic life. There is very little to do- there is no activity. They are running on London Bridge. 

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
 They are unable to see each others.

This city is an example of many cities. It is not inhabited. There is spiritual emptiness.  They are unable to establish any kind of relationship. 
it's foggy- white color fog- it means that it is not the weather. It is the Industrial Revolution. It is winter, protective. 

it is a description of the modern city.

With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.

Those who are running on London Bridge- they are not aware of their companion- next men to them. They lack any relationship. Spiritually, they are dead. This is the case of all the waste landers. It is an example of all the modern cities in the 20th century.  
This is reference to the spiritually dead people. 
This will take us to A Game of Chess- the second movement of the poem. It is this man who is unable to have any communication with other men. He is busy minded. The overwhelming feeling is depression. They are working like dead bodies, running in this circle, losing direction, losing any interest in having and receiving, accepting relationships with others. The only thing that they can think of is death. Even the man who is noticed walking on London Bridge is like a dead man.  Going to work is the ultimate goal of the modern man. This is the spiritual emptiness of modern man. The only thing they are doing is running to work. They are unaware of the strike of the church clock. 

The image of death is never absent from the scene. It is the only image present in the scene. The only man he was able to see was 'Stetson!

'That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

'Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?

'Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?

'Oh keep the Dog far hence, that's friend to men,

'Or with his nails he'll dig it up again!

'You! hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère

 The plants planted in their gardens are dead bodies.  
'That corpse you planted last year in your garden

It is a reference to their suffering- there is a lot of death. 
'Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?

It is reference to resurrection. Even their dead bodies are not actual or real. When they turn the ground, things are coming out. It is a painful action taken by them.  They try to avoid turning the land. It is bringing what is hidden. It is painful for them. This is a rebirth of civilization, the possibility of fertilizing this civilization. Coming with new flowers being planted on this  ground suggests Frazer's ideas of the coming back of  another cycle of civilization, possibility of rebirth which is minimum in the waste land. It is only light at the end of the channel. Most of the waste landers can not see because they all are either of one eye or their eyes have turned into pearls.  They lack any meaning of life; they are not ready to adapt any serious means to find meanings on ground. They are always in lack of communication with others. Speaking of the dog as being honest is the only thing that is left. This dog is kept away from the garden not to dig out what they do not know yet. 
. THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD

Line 20 Cf. Ezekiel 2:7. 

23. Cf. Ecclesiastes 12:5. 

31. V. Tristan und Isolde, i, verses 5–8. 

42. Id. iii, verse 24. 

46. I am not familiar with the exact constitution of the Tarot pack of cards, from which I have obviously departed to suit my own convenience. The Hanged Man, a member of the traditional pack, fits my purpose in two ways: because he is associated in my mind with the Hanged God of Frazer, and because I associate him with the hooded figure in the passage of the disciples to Emmaus in Part V. The Phoenician Sailor and the Merchant appear later; also the 'crowds of people', and Death by Water is executed in Part IV. The Man with Three Staves (an authentic member of the Tarot pack) I associate, quite arbitrarily, with the Fisher King himself. 

60. Cf. Baudelaire: 

Fourmillante cité, cité pleine de rêves, 

Où le spectre en plein jour raccroche le passant. 

63. Cf. Inferno, iii. 55–7: 

                      si lunga tratta 

di gente, ch'io non avrei mai creduto 

  che morte tanta n'avesse disfatta. 

64. Cf. Inferno, iv. 25–27: 

Quivi, secondo che per ascoltare, 

non avea pianto, ma' che di sospiri, 

che l'aura eterna facevan tremare. 

68. A phenomenon which I have often noticed. 

74. Cf. the Dirge in Webster's White Devil. 

76. V. Baudelaire, Preface to Fleurs du Mal. 
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