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the Waste Land
 II. A Game of Chess
The sense of loss is intensified by the lack of communication.

It is divided into two passages. We have more than two characters
The first character is the aristocratic lady with her husband.  We see the inability of a woman to keep any kind of passionate emotional relationship. Any kind of relation is impossible on the waste land.
The second character is Lily and her husband. It is not present in the scene, but it is present through speaking- communicating her speech and referring to them. Again, there is reference to human communication that became a source of destruction. Even fertility which is a result of this communication became a source of destruction rather than creation. 

There are two settings- more than two group of characters.

The first setting is a prestigious room in a palace- the room of the aristocratic lady. The second setting is in the inn- bar in which the lady Lil- Mrs. Albert gathers with her friends.  She tells them about her five children- the absence of her husband.
In the scene, the aristocratic lady is waiting for her husband to come back, well-dressed, putting perfume. The whole atmosphere is of a romantic setting- there is reference to romantic preparation for the main theme. It is very early. It anticipates a kind of frustration. The main source of this frustration is the husband being busy minded with war and so many chaos during the war. The whole poem is fragmentary. 

Neither the aristocratic, prestigious, relaxed atmosphere in which this lady is living, nor with this lady who is suffering poverty, absence of her husband who might have enjoyed fertility, having 5 children. Yet in those two cases, she has a sense of frustration and lack of communication. Neither the aristocratic atmosphere, nor the poverty and having children is a source of happiness. The first lady is taking care of herself, the other lady starts to deteriorating although she s in her early 30. Yet she looks like an old lady, losing her teeth, not taking care of her physical appearance. In both the two cases, they are suffering neither physically, nor mentally or emotionally. They are suffering a sense of waste. 
Confusion is a key word to the poem. It is a fragmentary poem. We do not have to try to find a kind of connection between the parts of the poem. Repetition of words and phrases helps to read the mentality of the speaker.  

II. A GAME OF CHESS

It is very interesting.  It has many metaphors and many references.

The first reference is of a lady playing a game of chess. With every movement, she is being seduced.  It is a game of seduction. Every time she is surrendering. We have the description of the place and the character- we have reference to Cleopatra by Shakespeare. The aristocratic setting – the prestigious setting reminds us of Cleopatra.  
There is another reference to Philomel a legend about a lady who was rapped by her brother -in -law.   He cut her tongue to speak up. She turned into a bird singing. He wanted to punish her, but she kept singing. 
The most interesting part is the part in which she is calling for her husband to speak, to communicate with her. 

In the first part, we have detailed desorption of the setting. Every minute detail of the room is being given.  

Then, we have the lady waiting for her husband. 


THE Chair she sat in, like a burnished throne,

Glowed on the marble, where the glass

Held up by standards wrought with fruited vines

From which a golden Cupidon peeped out

(Another hid his eyes behind his wing)

Doubled the flames of seven branched candelabra
Reflecting light upon the table as

The glitter of her jewels rose to meet it,

From satin cases poured in rich profusion;

In vials of ivory and coloured glass

Unstoppered, lurked her strange synthetic perfumes,

Candelabra= candle sticks 

synthetic perfumes= a symbol of seduction . It shows how sensuous she is. 

Unguent, powdered, or liquid—troubled, confused

And drowned the sense in odours; stirred by the air

That freshened from the window, these ascended

In fattening the prolonged candle-flames,

Flung their smoke into the laquearia,

Stirring the pattern on the coffered ceiling.

Huge sea-wood fed with copper

Burned green and orange, framed by the coloured stone,

In which sad light a carvèd dolphin swam.
dolphin swam.= a symbol of love. 

Referring to Cleopatra is referring to man and woman power of love. 

She is obsessed with love. The presence of man with war in his mind is dismissing the idea of love. 

Being referred to as Cleopatra gives us the sense of duty, luxury, and aristocracy with love. 

In her description, she gives all the atmosphere of love, lust, seduction, wealth, luxurious place, aristocratic setting, a palace, perfumes, light, and style of her hair. But the presence of this man with war in his mind dismisses love. We have loss and frustration. 

Above the antique mantel was displayed

As though a window gave upon the sylvan scene

The change of Philomel, by the barbarous king

So rudely forced; yet there the nightingale
Filled all the desert with inviolable voice

And still she cried, and still the world pursues,

'Jug Jug' to dirty ears.

The nightingale is the lady. She can not be understood. The world is running after trying to find what is going on. 

who is Philomel? 

she was raped and punished by having her tongue cut  for nothing. She is a victim. 

And other withered stumps of time

Were told upon the walls; staring forms

Leaned out, leaning, hushing the room enclosed.

Footsteps shuffled on the stair.

Under the firelight, under the brush, her hair
Spread out in fiery points

Glowed into words, then would be savagely still.

the spreading of her hair is a reference to feminism, fertility  and loss. 

There is a shift between the reference to Celmoli and the lady who is waiting for her husband coming back. 

'My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.

'Speak to me. Why do you never speak? Speak.

'What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?

'I never know what you are thinking. Think.
He is only thinking. He does not listen to her. She is suffering lack of communication. She is suffering loneliness, separation. He is not answering her. 
These are his thoughts rather than his words.  She is asking questions. He is not ready to answer. He gives only thoughts. He sees nothing, remembers nothing. 
I think we are in rats' alley

Where the dead men lost their bones.
'What is that noise?'

            The wind under the door.

'What is that noise now? What is the wind doing?'

           Nothing again nothing.

                                              'Do

'You know nothing? Do you see nothing? Do you remember

'Nothing?'

  I remember

Those are pearls that were his eyes.
'Are you alive, or not? Is there nothing in your head?'

                                                     But 

He is not speaking these words verbally or loudly. 

O O O O that Shakespeherian Rag—

It's so elegant

So intelligent

'What shall I do now? What shall I do?'
I shall rush out as I am, and walk the street

'With my hair down, so. What shall we do to-morrow?

'What shall we ever do?'

Pressing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock upon the door
                          The hot water at ten.

And if it rains, a closed car at four. 

They have no dreams. This is the emptiness, the sense of loss which is the outcome of the lack of communication. They are unable to plan because they are not sure about anything in their life. They are confused, busy about the past and uncertain about their future. They are leading a life of uncertainty, loss, and confusion. 

a closed car of war is a reference to the isolation of this couple. They are isolated from the world. They can not go out. Yet, they do not have any kind of intimate relationship. They are isolated but cut from each other. They are isolated from the world outside and isolated from each other. 

And we shall play a game of chess, 

Pressing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock upon the door.
When Lil's husband got demobbed, I said—

I didn't mince my words, I said to her myself,

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
Now Albert's coming back, make yourself a bit smart.

He'll want to know what you done with that money he gave you

To get yourself some teeth. He did, I was there.

You have them all out, Lil, and get a nice set,

He said, I swear, I can't bear to look at you.
Lidless eyes= reference to sleeplessness. They are sleepless because they can not enjoy life.  It is spiritual death, loss of faith. Uncertainty is the outcome of the loss of faith. 
every movement in the game of chess is seduction . 

We have to compare between the four characters. He is concentrating on female characters. Female are source of fertility. Male characters do not take action. We have only the thoughts of the man. The other man is absent. 
The second part is about Lil- a lady of 31- she is waiting for her husband who comes back from war. He has sent her some money to get her appearance fixed. She is sitting with her friends. they are speaking about her, how she is physically deformed, lost some of her teeth, looked aged- older than her real age due to taking pills and having 5 children. The very reason of fertility- creating a new life is the reason for her deterioration. On the waste land, even when people are able f having any kind of fertility, reproduction, regeneration, this may cause their destruction. It causes the destruction of this lady's relation with her husband. Even her husband is not satisfied because she is not taking care of her appearance.   
And no more can't I, I said, and think of poor Albert,

He's been in the army four years, he wants a good time,

And if you don't give it him, there's others will, I said.

Oh is there, she said. Something o' that, I said.

Then I'll know who to thank, she said, and give me a straight look.

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
If you don't like it you can get on with it, I said.

Others can pick and choose if you can't.

But if Albert makes off, it won't be for lack of telling.

You ought to be ashamed, I said, to look so antique.
(And her only thirty-one.)

I can't help it, she said, pulling a long face,

It's them pills I took, to bring it off, she said.

(She's had five already, and nearly died of young George.)

The chemist said it would be alright, but I've never been the same.

The language used in this passage is slang language, to be suitable. In the first part the language is aristocratic- sophisticated language.
The setting here is not aristocratic- not ordinary. It is an inn- a bar. Time is running. One of the ladies is saying that she has told Lil to get her teeth fixed. He sent her some money to fix her appearance. Here, there is a kind of communication.  
He can not bear looking at her. If she did not fix her appearance, he could look at any other lady.

You are a proper fool, I said.

Well, if Albert won't leave you alone, there it is, I said,

What you get married for if you don't want children?

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
Well, that Sunday Albert was home, they had a hot gammon,

And they asked me in to dinner, to get the beauty of it hot—

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
Goonight Bill. Goonight Lou. Goonight May. Goonight.

Ta ta. Goonight. Goonight.

Good night, ladies, good night, sweet ladies, good night, good night

They lack any suggestion of love. There is manipulation. He wants a lady who gives him children and physical satisfaction. The relationship is morbid. He cares only about her appearance. He wants to enjoy her only. 
HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
It gives an indication that the character here is entrapped in time. Very short time is left. There is no time to get herself fixed. 

There is no dignity even in the language. The language is slang. He threatens by leaving her. 

We observe shift in the imaginary concerning the two settings. We have indoor and outdoor images. 
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