Poetry 11

Seamus Heaney

He is an Irish contemporary poet- he is still alive. All his poems are being place in his home town.  It is the place of all of his writings. As all the Irish writers, he cares to conclude, underline, and insist on the Irish issue in his poetry. The core of his interest in his poetry is the Irish question- the Irish attempt for independence. He is still fighting for a kind of independence through his writing. The major metaphor in his poetry is the pen as a gun. it is the tool by which he digs the land, coming with the past history of his own people or a gun with which he defends his people and his men.
it is the use of Irish tradition , speaking of using the language, referring to certain customs, using Irish names, referring to Irish places. this is what he finds suitable to defend his Irish issue. he is a winner of Noble Prize 1992 for his national poetry .

Digging

The language is direct, simple easy language except of some words used to take us back to the Irish agriculture tradition.  He is a son of a farmer. He writes about agriculture society.  We find agriculture sharpening his awareness of the land and his interest in the idea of rottenness to defend the people of his own land and any attempt of uprooting.
He is closely related to the land and aware of his responsibility as a writer. His weapon n fighting for the Irish cause is his pen.
The idea of digging= the title of the poem= the digging of the Irish land. the idea develops from using the pen to write on the Irish issue to the idea of digging instead of writing and then to go further to think of the land itself. developing the idea of digging the land into two issues; digging, fighting, protecting, searching for the roots, not to uproot them but to root them, to enhance their presence in the land, to bury them deep into the land in an attempt to protect the roots of the Irish people. The pen is a spade. The pen- spade analogy is the heart of the matter.
In the opening line, he starts with the pen in his hand. In the last line he says that he will dig with it. He will dig with the pen. He is searching for the roots.
what is interesting in the poem is not only the idea of digging with a pen, but the way he is approaching the idea of digging, the way he draws the scene in the past, moving from dealing with his place, looking at the family working on the field, then getting closer to them, remembering his father. it means that he is tracing the history of his own people back to the history of his own nation. With writing, he is getting closer to them. it is not only a metaphorical move from the window to the fields and going deep into the land.

Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pin rest; snug as a gun.

The pin is not enough to dig the land with. There was a peace treaty in Ireland, so there is no actual fighting. But there is an inner- unseen rival, competition, political struggle in Ireland.

Under my window, a clean rasping sound
When the spade sinks into gravelly ground:
My father, digging. I look down

He is using the sound/s/. He is using words that are similar to the hissing of the spade to the ground, the hissing of the trees. He is taking the sound from nature.
rasping sound= a harsh sound.

the ground is gravelly because it has mud.

Till his straining rump among the flowerbeds
Bends low, comes up twenty years away
Stooping in rhythm through potato drills
Where he was digging.

his straining rump= it is the action itself. It is not an easy work to do. It is the actual movement of his back while digging the ground. It is out of effort, time, old age. Lowering his back has turned to be his actual position out of age and effort.  He has been doing this for 20 years.
Stooping in rhythm= this is the rhythm of the spade. The potato is the traditional food of the Irish people.  Their main farming activity is being in potato fields.
He is speaking from the memory. He is writing his observation of his own father digging the land twenty years away when he was a child doing nothing but writing in his own room. This shows us a sense of nostalgia, longing for, remembering the past, creating this image in his mind. He is longing of what happened in that place and how he was part of it in a way, though he was just looking from the window, but he was part of this family.
He is doing his best to create sensuous images that enhance this image . He is keen in drawing the intimate relation between man and his land, the Irish people and their land.

The coarse boot nestled on the lug, the shaft
Against the inside knee was levered firmly.
He rooted out tall tops, buried the bright edge deep
To scatter new potatoes that we picked,
Loving their cool hardness in our hands.


It shows how strong, definite, active his father and the Irish people in turning their land were .  It is not easy to do so because the land is stony. Yet they never stop or gave up.
, buried the bright edge deep
the bright edge of the potato, the bright is there, deep in the land. It is the part that is unseen. It is just like the Irish people tradition.
There is the sense of smelling, touching, feeling….. First it is the smell of the potato then it comes to the feeling of the Potato at their hands.

By God, the old man could handle a spade.
Just like his old man.

My grandfather cut more turf in a day
Than any other man on Toner's bog.
Once I carried him milk in a bottle
Corked sloppily with paper. He straightened up
To drink it, then fell to right away
Nicking and slicing neatly, heaving sods
Over his shoulder, going down and down
For the good turf. Digging.

The skill of gathering potato is gradually lessened. The grandfather was much different from the father. The father is better than the son. The grandfather even does not have time to stop and drink.  He was taking his meals while he was working. They are completely devoted to their land. They have this deep sense of commitment which is the poet himself is having. This devotion to the land and the sense of commitment is there. His tool is different. He can only write.
He gives minute details of the activities of the fields. It means that he is aware of what they do. He knows the effort they are doing. He does not have the patience and the skill to do the same job. He has something different to help him

The cold smell of potato mould, the squelch and slap
Of soggy peat, the curt cuts of an edge
Through living roots awaken in my head.
But I've no spade to follow men like them.

Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pen rests.
I'll dig with it.

Through living roots= they are the living roots of potato and the living roots of their tradition. they are resisting any attempt of uprooting them.
Squat= short- thick- it is strong enough. It can take the action of writing for a long time.
He is presenting The image of planting potatoes, digging, the image of his father and his grandfather working in the fields, the language used by him to draw this image. He is presenting to us a true to life activity, presenting shapes, sounds, smells using simple language. He is giving a sound similar to the sound of the activity described- hissing sound of / s/ sound. We feel that we are part of this scene. We can smell the fresh potato, the muddy land, thinking of the old man with his bending back.
The whole poem is not as simple as describing people fulfilling some activity. He is dealing with the tradition. He tries to continue the tradition of his own people- the Irish people. This poem is a continuity of tradition.
The consonant sounds are there to create a close connection between the activity taking in the farm yard and the feeling towards this activity. He is putting his feelings concerning the activity, the metaphor of digging.
The land is usually connected to the idea of a mother- the grave where we are eventually buried is the womb of a mother. Digging the land is the same idea of pregnancy, carrying roots, expending the roots. The word digging takes us very deep to think of the land as being a mother, thinking of the land as being female.
He is drawing a comparison between the roots of the land referring to the roots of the Irish people on land.
He is creating a gradual connection between the grandfather and the father in the activities they were achieving. The grandfather was the best. The father was better than him. He has no skills in digging. Yet hew has another skill of using his pen.
with the sounds he uses, he keeps the rhythm of digging  the land.


American Poets

How far the American poetry is similar or different from the English poetry?

The first poet to deal with as [pure American is Emily Dickinson. there are some features in American poetry different from the English poetry. nothing completely new to be found in their poetry. they were reflecting their attitude to the new life using their common literary elements – whatever suitable to their themes; lyrics,. sonnets….. first it was an imitation of what they left on their land. by time, they found it as a  media , a vessel; for their ideas. it started as an imitation of the English poetry then it developed into something that can carry their meanings. it works as a means of social communication as they were scattered on the American land. we find little poetics but more social issues. we find more religion in an early stage and then social.  They started t form a new culture, establishing a new approach to politics and to society. They started grouping into teams each has a task. Each team will select one pair of literary element to define it, discuss it among expert teams. They had to check their knowledge. They were arranging for a real body of literary atmosphere in the new find land. It was a kind of well arranged process out of which they will become good writers.  They were building their own literary tradition.
To speak of Modernism in America ids a difficult task because it did not start there in America. It has started in England and has been brought gradually with the new waves into America. The sense of lose, insecurity, stability, lack of relationship which are described as modernism found their way to America. It has been absorbed there in America.
Modernism in America is an artistic movement in which the artist's self consciousness to question forms and structure. The main concern of modernism is form and structure.
They had come to discuss stylistic innovation. The main element that characterizes American poetry is the mater of stylistic innovation, art of self consciousness, obsession with primitive material and attitude. They started to think of something related to the land where they live not to take from the English. They started to think of creating literature that is really unique, different from the past. They started to think of international culture- they have to have their own culture depending on their nationality.
As for the modern attitude, the artist is generally less appreciated but more sensitive even more heroic than the average person. The artist challenged traditions, breaking away from predictable forms. They wanted to be unpredictable.   They called themselves American as creating a new nation but still sticking to the past.
They want to be democratic and elicited= traditional and ant-traditional, national and provinciality = this is the contradiction; Provinciality versus the celebration of the national culture.
literary achievement; dramatization of the blight of women, creation of literature of old urban  experience, continuation of the pastoral or rural spirit, continuation of regionalism and local coloring.





