· Why did Wordsworth write the Preface? 
 When the  Lyrical Ballads  appeared, people judged those poems according to the previous rules which were those of the neo-classics. They were not able to appreciate them. They did not like them because these were new poems, different poems written in a new way and according to new rules. So, Coleridge convinced Wordsworth to write something to explain to the people about what they have written and to explain how people should read those poems . This was the reason why Wordsworth wrote this preface Before reading the poems, Wordsworth was asking people to change their concept of reading their poetry because the way they were writing their poems was a completely different way of writing. 
· The Preface deals mainly with 5 points:
· The subject matter of poetry
· The aim of poetry
· The language of poetry
· The poet
· The definition of poetry. 

· In the Introduction:
He mentions that it is not the first edition. There had been another edition. He considers his poems as experiments. He was experimenting, writing a new kind of poetry. He uses certain kind of language. He calls poetry = metrical arrangement. 
· Why did he call poetry metrical arrangement?
 Because he did not see a difference between the language of poetry and the language of prose except in the use of meter. 
· What is the differece between the language of poetry and the language of prose according to Wordsworth? 
He says that the language of poetry is the same as the language of prose. They can be about the same themes, the same topics, the same aim, both are exactly the same. The only difference in poetry is the way the words are arranged. The use of words, figures of speech is the same. But in poetry, the arrangement of words in the line makes the difference.
This is the difference between poetry and prose. 
Prose can be poetic. So, he prefers to call poetry metrical arrangement. 
He starts by saying that these are experiments that they are fitting to metrical arrangement. He is using language, words, emotions that are fit for metrical arrangement, that are suitable to be used in poetry. 

· How is he presenting this? What is the language he uses?  
In a selection of the real language of men. The poet cannot use all kinds of words, but he has to select, to choose.
What kind of language? It is the real language of men. It is not the sophisticated language of the educated people. 
One difference between the Neo-classical and the Romantics is the use of language. The neo-classical poetry made use of sophisticated language which can only be understood by the educated people. 
Wordsworth is using an opposite kind of language, another completely different language which is the language used by everyday speech, the language used by the common people, the everyday speech.  
in a state of vivid sensation
· What is the outcome of poetry? Emotions, passions and vivid sensation. It is not ordinary emotions. It is an extraordinary emotions, vivid sensation.
He will explain all this in details. 
Why is he using such language? Why is he expressing these emotions? What is the aim of poetry according to Wordsworth? 
This is to give certain pleasure. This is the aim of poetry according to Wordsworth. 
This kind of pleasure is imparted by the poet and received by the audience. 
We have two kinds of pleasure that he is going to specify and explain them later. 
· What is the word rational doing here? 
We usually say that the Romantic poetry is poetry of emotions, spontaneous. The poet may rationally endeavor, through the imagination- as one faculties of the mind. He does not say that whatever the poet feels, he writes about.
· What is the definition of poetry according to Wordsworth? 
Poetry according to Wordsworth: “a spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling recollected in tranquility”
They are not only spontaneous, expressed at once, but they are meditated, thought about deeply. The emotions are not the emotions one feels spontaneously and then he writes about them. It is not the romantic poetry. Romantic poetry is about emotions but they are emotions that are thought of.
The poet when he writes about his emotions, he had thought about them and then wrote about them. He feels it first. There are steps. He cannot think of an emotion before feeling about it. 
Emotions to the Romantics are the beginning of any poem. Any poem starts with emotions= vivid sensation= strong emotions. It is something that stimulates, evolves a new subject, and makes the poet react to it. A poet has to feel something, see something or hear something that would stimulate his feelings. But this is not enough; he has to think of this feeling.
· We have feelings
· Thinking
· Writing about what he though and about how he felt. 
Feelings------- thinking----- writing 
This is the philosophy of Romanticism. 
It is a philosophy. The poet has to use his mind more.  
· In the introduction, he gives us a survey of what he is going to speak about, introducing to us his topics. 
· Then he stars examining those ideas one by one. 
· He also explains why he is writing this preface. He gives the reason why he wrote it saying that he was asked by his friends what he was doing in those poems. 
· We have two or three pages explaining to us his reasons for writing the preface.
· The first point he tackles is:
·  1-The SUBJECT MATTER OF POETRY: 
· What is he writing about? What is his subject matter?
The main subject he is writing about is choosing incidents and situations taken from common life. 
· How is he going to present these incidents and situations?
He is not going to present them as they are. He has to color them with imagination.
Imagination is a faculty of the mind. He has to add to those situations something from his mind, from his own imagination, he has to color them= to add more color- to give them more life. As a poet, he uses figurative language, figures of speech. He has to color them, to give them a touch of his imagination.
· What kind of language is he going to use ?
 
He is going to use the common language, the language of everyday speech. But he is not going to use every word, but he is going to select. 
· He is going to choose incidents from everyday life, common life,
· write it in the language of common speech,
· selecting words from them, and 
· He is going to color it with his own imagination. 
· The more important of this is    
It is to try to find in them the basic rules of nature. He has to trace in those incidents the basic laws of nature . They have to be given as being felt. The poet reacts to these incidents first by being excited. 
What is Wordsworth’s theory built on? 
· It is built on what the poem should be
· How poetry  should be written
· How it should be understood.
According to Wordsworth, the process of writing a poem takes certain procedures- steps. 
· What is the first step that would make a poet to write a poem?
· The first thing is a stimulant something happened that made the writer very keen to write about it, that stimulates a feeling in the poet.
· Then this stimulant, stimulates certain emotions or feelings
·  The poet has to react to it.
· The poet will not write about it immediately. He has to store it in his memory. 
· Together with it in the memory, there are other different experiences, feelings, ideas. They are all stored in the mind.
· When the poet sees something that reminds him of that thing, or just sit  in tranquility – peace with himself and brings it back from his memory= recollect- call it back
· Then the poet writes about it. He writes about what he is thinking about. He is thinking about what he once felt. It is not the same original feeling. It is a new feeling similar to the original feeling but the poet adds to it from his own memory and his own imagination. It seems similar but it is different. 
· This is the basic idea of Wordsworth’s theory; how poetry is written.
  According to Wordsworth, the most common situations he can write about are found in a particular kind of life. Whose life is this? It is the life of the simple people. He calls them the humble rustics. 
Those situations are taken from the humble rustic life.
Then he gives us the reason why he has chosen the humble rustic life?
1- Because in this state of living in nature, with the common people, the basic passion develops because they are close to nature and not affected by materialistic demands.
It is the same idea of the noble savage, the idea of a child being the father of man. The child is better than the man because he is closer to nature, to purity, innocence.
In this condition, being near to nature, the essential passions find a better soil to grow, to develop. Those passions grow and reach maturity without any outside effects that would destroy them.
Those people living the rustic life are less under restrains. They are not restrained by social obligations or political obligations or materialistic obligations. They do not have such restrains. They speak plainer and more emphatic language. They speak a simple language. Their language is plain and more emphatic. It is more effective, direct, reaches the meaning directly.     
3- The third reason for choosing the rustic life is that in that condition of life the feelings are simple. They are not sophisticated feelings. 
In that condition people are simple and their language is simple, their emotions are simple. 
As these emotions are simpler, they are easily communicated, they are easily comprehended.  
4- The fourth reason is that their manners, behavior are taking from the environment they live in. the manners of those people in rural life originate from the elementary feelings. Their manners come from their simple elementary feelings. How they behave depends on what they work. It does not only come from their environment but also from their occupation, the kind of work they do. 
They are easily understood and they live for a long time. They are durable.
5- The fifth reason is that people in the rural life their passions, their language, their condition are incorporated with the beautiful and permanent forms of nature.
· These are the reasons why he chooses the humble rustic life as his matter.  
· What kind of language is used? 
He chooses the rustic language. But the poet is not quoting the language as it is. He purifies the language. The poet purifies it from what appears to be slang, to be disgusting. 
· Why does the poet purify, select from the language?
1- He uses their language because he believes that it is the best language why? It is because this language is original. Those people are closer to nature. They get their words, diction, and vocabulary from nature, so, it is the most original kind of language.
· This is the first reason why he is using the language of the rustic, because it is original. 
2- The second reason is that because they are not sophisticated, not highly educated, because they remain in the same place and use the same words and the same objects, their vocabulary is simple and unelaborated expressions. They do not change. Whatever they use is the same.
3- The third reason, because of the repeated experiences, the same language used, the same feelings, and then it is permanent and philosophical. 
· This is the first part of the essay which is concerned about 
· the subject matter= the humble rustic life
· The language  used by the  humble rustics
· Then he moves to the aim of poetry  
Each poem is marked by having a purpose.  
According to the Neoclassical poetry is of ideas. It has to discuss abstract ideas, general truth. A Neoclassical poet when writing a poem, he must have an idea, a general truth and then he writes a poem about it. The Neoclassical poets, they have preconceived ideas before deciding to write a poem. The poet should first select the idea and then writes about it. Wordsworth thinks that the poet should not do that, should not have preconceived purpose of every poem.
He explains the process of writing a poem. The poet does not start by having a preconceived purpose. Because of the process of writing
 feelings---- thinking--- writing about what he thought and how he feels. 
The idea of writing comes after thinking. The first feeling is the spontaneous feeling, but then, we have meditation. The Neoclassic start with the idea. They meditate first. They do not start with feelings. They do not have feelings in their poems.
The tools the poet uses in his writing, what affects his writing is the way he thinks. Each poet is different from the other in the way he writes. 
He calls this the habit of the mind. Each person has his own habits of the mind which follows a certain way of meditation, certain way of writing, certain way of using figures of speech…….
This habit of the mind is not spontaneous. It is mechanical. It is a system.      
He says that it is true that all good poetry starts by being spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings. Feelings should be so powerful to be able to stimulate. But good poetry does not depend only on this. It depends on what is thought long and deeply. It is not the outcome of spontaneous feelings, but the poet has also thought, used his mind. He did not think quickly but deeply and for a long time. 
 Our feelings are controlled by our minds. The poet recollects these experiences. 
The poet tries to find a relation between those things. By finding those relations, he discovers what is really important. 
It is not a matter of feeling and writing but a matter of thinking. 
He distinguishes between his poetry and the poetry that was popular at that day which is the neoclassical poetry. The main difference is that in the Romantic poetry, feelings start first, and then they give importance to the action. Feelings are the first important thing. Whereas the neoclassical, ideas come first more that feelings, we do not have reactions or feelings in the Neoclassical poetry.
Wordsworth is saying that the poet does not have to have a stimulant directly in front of him to arouse his feelings. He can use his imagination in doing so.
If there is a person who has this capability of writing poetry without having a direct stimulant, then this is a talent.  
Wordsworth says that every poem should have a purpose, but it is not like the neoclassical purpose of poetry. It is not preconceived, thought before writing but it becomes as part of the mechanical habit of the mind. 
· Wordsworth- STYLE- LANGUAGe: 
Here he speaks of two elements of style that he did not follow. 
He is not giving us the characteristics of his style, but he is negating- giving the negative- what he did not do. At that time, people judged the works of a poet according to the style that was prevalent at that time, given according to the neoclassical school. He is trying to show people that he is not following this style so that they would not judge his works according to the criteria of the neo-0classical school.   
The first thing he did not use is the personification of abstract ideas which was one of the main qualities of style used by the Neoclassics. 
The Neoclassics used personification of abstract ideas to elevate the style. 
· Why did not he use this element?
He did not use these personifications of abstract ideas because in ordinary everyday speech, people do not use them. His main concern was to use the language used in every day conversation. This is why he was trying to avoid, reject the use of this style. 
He uses personifications but as figures of speech. He did not use personifications of abstract ideas. He used personifications as a figure of speech. He used them to express emotions. Usually they are given to express emotions and to explain those emotions. He did not use personification as a device of style. 
· Why did not he use personification?   
1-Because he wanted to keep the reader in the company of flesh and blood= reality= to realism.
· 2- The second style that he rejected, tried to avoid is the use of poetic diction.  
In order to use poetic diction by the neoclassical poets, it was not easy. They took pain in doing so. It was difficult. It was not easy for them to use that. He is taking the same pains to avoid using the poetic diction. He is trying very hard to avoid the use of poetic diction. 
· Why did he try to avoid using poetic diction?
Because 
1-he wanted his language to be the everyday language of common people. It is for realistic purpose, to be realistic= to use the common language. 
2- Another reason is that 
He was to give certain –pleasure. The pleasure he aims at is a completely different kind of pleasure that was aimed at by the use of those devices of style= by using poetic diction or personification of abstract ideas by the Neoclassical writers. 
he is describing his own style. First, he said that he did not use certain devices of style that were used by the neo-classics. 
· What is his style- what are the devices that he uses in his style?
1- First, he looks steadily to his subject- rustic life. He is always having this in front of him. Whatever he can make use of to express this rustic life, his subject is what he is going to use as devices of style.  
He is describing life as it is. There is no false, no lying. He is depicting them as they are. 
Those rustic people have their own importance in life. The language they use is suitable to their importance. He cannot say that they are simple people and he uses sophisticated language in writing about them. The language has to suit the subject that it expresses.
He is doing this because he believes that is sensible. How can he express about a subject that is so common and an everyday thing, and then use a language that does not fit to it, that is not suitable to it. So, it is a common sense to use this common language that is suitable to the subject matter.   
In doing so, he had to ignore the use of certain phrases and expressions that belong to poetic diction- that has been inherited for a long time from father to son by people who use poetic diction. 
He says very clearly that he is not using poetic diction. He has ignored the use of expressions, phrases, certain words that were used typically by the Neoclassics in their poetic diction. 

.. Why did he do so? Why did not he use poetic diction? 
1- He thought of not choosing those expressions of poetic diction because they are not suitable to the subject he is dealing with.
2-There is also another reason why he is not using them that is those expressions that he did not use were repeatedly used by good and bad poets until they became void of emotions. They do not carry the emotions in them anymore. 
He thinks that those expressions become disgust because they are used. They became clichés.
Wordsworth says that he takes pain in trying to avoid them. It is difficult because those expressions became habits. It is not an easy to overcome a habit. He says that he felt the same pain those people took them in trying to avoid them. 
He finishes with the style and he moves to the language
· What kind of language did he use?    
Although a language used in poetry is arranged in a different way because of meter, yet the language itself, the diction itself is not different from the language of prose. 
There are some critics when they read a poem and find a line that is more prosaic than poetic. They consider it a grave mistake and announce that this is a big mistake .According to Wordsworth; he says that it is not a mistake because the language of prose is the same language of poetry. 
· What is the difference between the language of prose and the language of poetry?   
The only difference between poetry and prose is meter. That is why he refers to poetry as metrical composition. It is a composition of words, of language. 
With the exception of meter, the language of poetry is the same as that of prose.
He gives examples from poems written by other poets. He says that in these poems, there are parts that seem to be more prosaic than poetic but this does not belittle the importance of poetry. This is not a defect. It does not make the poem a bad one. It does not lessen the importance of the poem.  
We can use the same language that is used in prose in poetry. 
He comes to say that there is no difference what so even between the language of poetry and the language of prose because meter is the arrangement. It is not the language. It is the arrangement of words but the language itself is the same.
In both poetry and prose, we have to have passions and emotions when we are addressing the imagination.
They are almost identical. It is the same kind of passion addressed in both. 
Some critics say that poetry has a degree more than prose in arousing sentimentality and emotions. But here Wordsworth says that we can arouse the same emotion with the same degree by both prose and poetry.
We have the same human qualities in both of them.
· Then he starts speaking of the language of poetry alone. 
He says that sometimes, because of meter, because of the arrangement, because of the rhyme, there are certain things that come to our mind while reading the poem make us think that this language is different from prose.
It is true that the arrangement is different, but if we look at the language, we find it is the same language spoken by men.
This is the language of poetry according to Wordsworth. It has to be the language spoken by men. It is a selection of the language really spoken by men.  
It is a selection. It is not the same language, but a language chosen, selected, from it, purified. 
The poet is the one who is going to select. This selection is made through true taste and feeling. 
The poet’s taste and feeling will make him automatically choose the right words that would purify the language from its vulgarity, its meanness of the ordinary language. 
The poet is going to choose according to his taste and his feelings and then he will add meter. The choice is the choice of words, the diction, and the language. Then the poet will add to this selection meter. Meter will be superadded.
This will result in what we call a dissimilitude.   
· What is dissimilitude? 
Similitude is to be similar, identical with nature. dissimilitude is the opposite= it seems to be similar. This dissimilitude is not completely different. It is different but at the same time it seems to be similar.
This is dissimilitude in similitude. It means that when the poet uses the meter, it is not similar to every day speech. We do not use meter in our everyday speaking. It is not similar. But because it is using the same words that are used in common language so, it seems to be like it, but it is not. This is what Wordsworth calls dissimilitude. It seems to be like it but it is not. It appears to be like the ordinary spoken language but it is not. Meter makes it different. So, it is similar and it is not similar. It is in between. 
If the poet chooses the subject correctly, and if he chooses the language that is suitable to the subject correctly, this will lead automatically to the use of the correct metaphor, correct meter and consequently, it will make a language that seems to be different from the language of prose. 
He says that the main aim is to give pleasure. Pleasure is the outcome of the use of language, which is the outcome of the choice of the subject. 
He gives importance to the pleasure. 
He says that if the people followed the old criteria, this will lead to the misunderstanding of his poetry.
If they look at his poetry in the light of what he has said about the subject, the language, the pleasure, the selection, the purification, if the people look at his poetry in this new light, their judgment will be different. It is the new Romantic way.
People could also the old works in this new way.
He is not asking people to read only his poems according to those rules, but he is asking people also to judge the old works according to these rules.
· Then he moves to the importance of the poet.    

· Who is a poet? What is he doing in a poem?
· What is a poet? 
He is going to define the poet and the language he uses. The poet is a man speaking to men. 

· What are the characteristics of a poet? 
He is a man endowed with more lively sensibility. It is true that he is a man, but he is different from other people in having more sensibility, more enthusiasm and tenderness. He has greater knowledge of human nature. He is a man pleased with his own passion.
These are the characteristics, the qualities of the poet.
He is a human being. All the human being has t6he same qualities but in different degrees. All people have sensibility but its degree differs from one person to the other. The post has more sensibility, more enthusiasm. The kind of sensibility and enthusiasm is the same, but the difference is in the degree. The poet has more degree than other ordinary human being. He is happy to have more. He rejoices in having and in using these qualities. 
The poet is an extraordinary person. He is not having things that are completely different from other human beings. He has the same things but in a different degree, in as degree more than other people. He is able to create when he does not find things. He can create the emotions, feelings even when they are not present in front of him. This is though his imagination and recollecting. 
The poet is not only given the talent of having more sensibility, more sensitivity, but he also has the power of expressing those feelings.
The poet has these two things; those extra qualities and he must also have the power of expressing them, to express his thoughts and his feelings. He can express them without having a stimulant, external excitement, without having something in front of him to make him write about it. This refers to the idea of recollection. 
Although the poet is expressing feelings and passions and imitating them, yet he is using a mechanical faculty in him. It is the mechanical habit of the mind that would make him express his ideas and his feelings. 
In doing this, he will apply the principal of selection which Wordsworth insisted upon. In thinking mechanically about the feelings he wants to express, this is done through a selection. The poet has the power of expression. He is going to express his feelings through words. These words are selected words. They are not any words that come to the mind. Not any word that is used is going to be used in poetry. He has to select his words. He purifies, selects and he brings out the words and the ideas and the passions in a purified way.
Both the Neoclassics and the Romantics say that poetry is about general truth, but the Neoclassics take this general truth in the form of ideas. In the case of the romantics, it is feelings and passions. They translate this general truth into feelings and passions.  
Wordsworth’s philosophy concerning man and nature is not a simple philosophy of imitating external nature. 
To Wordsworth and the Romantics, nature is not the external elements of nature. To them, nature is something very philosophic.
It is the state of the poet. He writes under one restriction.
· Why does the poet write poetry?
According to Wordsworth, the poet writes to give pleasure. 
Writing poetry gives pleasure to the poet before the reader. 
Any one, who reads a poem, expects from the poet to give him pleasure. He has to have this pleasure that is expected from him. He has to have it first.
We have two kinds of pleasure, the pleasure of the poet and the pleasure expected from him by the reader. 
· Then he gives the difference between poetry and science. 
He makes a comparison between poetry and science. 
Pleasure is the ultimate aim of the poet; his own pleasure and the reader’s pleasure. 
He thinks that reaching knowledge gives him pleasure.
The ultimate goal of any science is to gain knowledge.
The poet believes that man and objects around him are acting and reacting towards each other. This action and reaction is produced through a process of pain and pleasure. It is not easy to reach knowledge. It is painful but at the same time it gives pleasure.
In order to reach knowledge, one has both pain and pleasure. This is the kind of pleasure that Wordsworth is looking for as the result of writing poetry. 
This kind of knowledge, this kind of pleasure and pain is what the poet directs his attention to. This is what the poet tries intentionally to fulfill.
He considers man and nature both adapted to each other. Nature is part of man and man is part of nature. 
To the Romantics, nature is the projection of man’s mind, what he sees in nature. 
The same thing happens with the man of science. He conducts his experiments on elements from nature. 
The scientist is working on particular parts of nature.
The knowledge of both the poet and the man of science is pleasure. The man of science reaches knowledge. The poet also reaches knowledge. To both of them, knowledge is a kind of pleasure. But there is a difference between that two kinds of pleasure.
What the scientist discovers becomes part of our daily life. But we look for poetry. It is an acquisition. It does not come to us as inheritance. It is personal, individual acquisition. 
It is something very personal. It does not come in collective habit, but it is a personal ser5ach. But after we reach it, it connects us to our fellow human being. 
Poetry is the source of life. It is the breath without which we cannot live. It is the final spirit of all knowledge.
Poetry includes science, but science does not include poetry.
Poetry is universal. What the poet is doing is universal. What the scientist is doing is very particular. He is searching in a particular area and reaches a particular discovery. But with poetry, takes us to all human being. So, it is more universal. It spreads all over the earth and over all time.
The poet takes his ideas from anywhere. He can speak of anything.
The poet has wings= imagination. 
The poet’s eyes and senses are his favorite guides. He knows about things through his eyes and his senses. Yet, still he can make up objects out of his own imagination, not necessarily through his senses.  
The poet can add to what the scientists finds. He can add emotions from his experiences, his memories. When the man of science gives us a scientific discovery, it is something materialistic. It does not have feelings in it. The poet can take his discovery and adds to it emotions and feelings. 
The poet is not telling us what we want to hear. He is telling us what he thinks and what he feels, his own personal character. 
This is to sum what he has said. 
The poet does not only have emotions, but he can also think. He can express his feelings by thinking.
The poet has more than other human beings. He has both thinking and feeling. 
The poem is about what the poet though about his feelings. 
This is why he does not use poetic diction.
· He stars speaking about meter and poetic diction and the defects found in a poem.  
We spoke about the difference between poetry and science, the poet and the scientist. 
Wordsworth commenst on poetic diction (language)
 He is speaking about writing poetry.
First he starts by meter which distinguishes poetry from other writings especially prose. He gives us his reasons for choosing to write in verse; why did not he write in prose while there is no big difference between prose and poetry? 
· Why did he use poetry to write in?  
He has already said before the importance of poetry and the characteristics of the poet. 
He has chosen to write in verse because:
· The first reason; Writing in meter is very restricted; the choice of words to write in a particular way depends on meter, the division of the sentences in different syllable, in a certain number of syllables, so it is a restriction. Why did he choose to restrict himself? It is because this restriction has different kinds of pleasure. It gives him pleasure.   
The most valuable object of all writing is poetry for him. It is the most valuable kind of writing. 
· Why is poetry important to him? 
It is because it includes all those things, the most important passions, the interesting occupation of people and because it includes the whole world of nature. 
Poetry speaks about those people, those occupations of those people, it speaks about the passion and it is given through the element of nature.
This is poetry; the kind of writing he chose to write.
So, meter is the most outstanding characteristic of poetry. It differentiates between poetry and all other kinds of writing. 
So, in order to write poetry which he loves, he has to use meter.  
Together with all those qualities found in poetry; the passions, the occupations of ordinary man, the whole world of nature, he superadded the charm of meter, of metrical language. 
· Why does he depend on meter?
It is because meter gives part of the pleasure that is given by poetry. 
Poetry gives pleasure. This pleasure comes from different items, one of them is meter. There are other things, using a certain kind the subject matter, using passion, describing the world of nature. All this gives satisfaction and pleasure. Part of the pleasure is also given by meter. 
yet, he cannot use meter without other devices of style. He has to combine them both  
He says that meter gives part of the pleasure, part of the charm given by poetry. But meter is a device of style. Together with meter there are other devices that are used. This is something that has nothing to do with imagination but with calculation. 
For example, using a certain number of feet- stressed- unstressed syllable, to have end rhyme, internal rhyme, and external rhyme. These are different devices that are part of meter. They have to do with calculations- how many syllables, how many feet, which one is going to be the stressed, and which one is going to be the unstressed.  These are devices of style and they are parts of meter. We cannot have meter without these. Although they are something that has to do wit numbers and calculations but still they give a certain kind of pleasure. 
Although meter necessitates the use of certain devices, yet this does not mean that poetry makes use of poetic diction. 
He says that there are some people who insist on the use of poetic diction and that meter necessitates the use of certain words, cretin kind of writing which is poetic diction. 
He says that it does not have to be so. The big proof for that is this volume of poetry which shows that he has used meter but with a simple style. 
So, using meter does not mean using sophisticated poetic diction. 
This is the first reason why he used meter which he thinks part of the pleasure. Although it is accompanied by other devices, but this does not make it sophisticated. It does not necessitate the use of poetic diction. This poem shows that he can use meter with a simple style. 
· The second reason that he used meter is that when meter is used in poetry, it will live a long life. It will long continue to impart such pleasure to mankind. It will continue giving pleasure for a long time. The use of meter makes it easy for people to remember.  Hearing something rhymed. It is easily to be remembered than the unrhymed. It stays for a longer time so the pleasure it gives lasts for a longer time.
· First, meter gives part of the pleasure.
· Second, this pleasure stays for a long time. 
· The third reason  ; This pleasure is overbalanced with the excitement it starts with. Any poet starts with the excitement of emotions. He expresses his excitement pleasurably and he gives pleasure at the same time.  
Wordsworth says that meter makes a balance. Meter works as a balance but it is an over balance because the poet has to think of it. Meter does not come spontaneously. The poet has to think of it. Meter is the cause. It causes an over balance for excitement. It regulates passions and it controls excitement which is a kind of balance. This is the job of meter. This is why he uses meter. 
Excitement is not the ordinary state of mind. It is something irregular, something over.  
When the poet is excited, he is not thinking in a proper or a systematic way. Meter is this regulation pattern that regulates his excitement and his passions. This results in an over balance of pleasure. 
The poet needs something regular to control and to balance his excitement. This regular thing is meter. 
Meter is not connected with the passion. It is separated. The poet has to use it to express his passions. So, meter regulates, tempers, slows down, and moderates the excitement. When the poet is excited, he is highly tempered, so he needs meter to regulate, restrains this excitement. So, meter tempers and restrains the passion.
· The fourth reason ; Meter gives additional pleasure. It gives the pleasure of similitude in dissimilitude.  Meter uses the same words we use in our every day life. The words are similar- it is similitude- but the arrangement in a certain way makes it different from the ordinary use, so it becomes dissimilitude. This is the pleasure we take from meter.  
· At the end, he says this is the kind of poetry he writes, this is how he wants the reader to read his poetry, and this is how the poet should be writing his poetry. Then he asks people to judge his works according to what he thought.  
He is asking the readers if they read those poems to judge according to their own feelings not according to the rules set by others- the Neoclassics. The reader should depend on his own feelings to judge his poetry not on rules set by others.
· Then he speaks about the talent of the writer.
· He concludes about the kind of pleasure. 
This is the summary of the whole text. He repeats what he said that the reader should enjoy, should have a kind of pleasure when he reads poetry. 
He speaks of the talent of the poet. 
He says that poetry depends mainly on a talent of the writer. Also the criticism depends on talent. The poet uses his talent when writing poetry. Also ,the critic when he criticizes, he has another talent.
There are two kinds of talent; The poet’s talent and the reader’s talent. The poet’s talent is inborn- he is born with it. He cannot write without this talent. The talent of the reader is acquired talent. The reader acquires his talent by reading, exercising. It is different from the talent of the poet. It is an acquired talent which can be only produced by thought and long continued intercourse with the best models of composition= by reading the master pieces. He can not acquire the talent of criticism without reading the masterpieces.
· Then he moves to the Appendix.
The Appendix is about poetic diction. He gives the history of poetic diction. He says at the beginning that he is trying to avoid two elements; the use of poetic diction and the personification of abstract ideas.
He says that he is not going to use poetic diction. It is not because poetic diction is bad but because it is misused. It is not used correctly. It is used in a wrong way. 
Before showing how it is used incorrectly, he has to say first how to use it correctly. He has first to explain what is poetic diction, how it develops, how it came to be used, how first used it, how it develops until it reaches this stage, how it is misused in his time.  
He starts by giving us the origin of poetic diction. The first people who used the poetic diction were the classics. 
The earliest Poets of all nations generally wrote from passion excited by real events; 
when The classical poets wrote poetry, they used the language that was used at that time. They used words that express their feelings and their emotions. These words were the spoken words at that time. 
The Neoclassic wrote 18 centuries after the classical poetry was written. The language had changed. Using the same expressions that were used by the old people to express what the neoclassical wanted to say became very obsolete, very strange. The expressions lost their original connotations with the feelings. 
When the Neoclassic used those expressions, they were not expressing of their emotions. They were only expressions without the feelings connected to them. They became what are called clichés- devoid of the original feelings. Because Romanticism is basically built on emotions and feelings, this is why they utterly reject the use of poetic diction. 
This is the summary of the appendix. 
When the earliest poets wrote their poems, they expressed emotions that were excited by real events. They wrote naturally and powerfully. They wrote They used figurative language to express their feelings and passions,.  
Later on, after sometime, poets and people who want to become famous as poets, they saw that this language when it was used, it had an influence on the reader, so they wanted an influence similar to it. They had the desire to produce the same effect without being animated with the same passion.
People who wanted to become famous looked at those expressions that made the ole people famous and used them just to show that they have good language without expressing the same passion.   
This was the real language that the old people used, but now- in his time- this new language- the language that was adopted from the old people is a language that is insensibly produced and it differs materially from the real language of the people who were found in his time. This was not the language spoken by the people of his time.
This kind of language when it is used, it disturbed, confused the reader. He calls it a distorted kind of language. 
The reader looks up to the poet. Those poets by using this kind of distorted language made people admire this language. 
Because people admired the poets as men of genius, then automatically they admired their language.  
The poets who insisted on using this language still carry the abuse of the language because they insisted on using those expressions. 
The old people used those expressions correctly. Then came other poets in his time who misused those expressions by using them without the passions until people used to hear them. They used the same expressions devoid of feelings and passions which is very abusive from Wordsworth’s point of view.
If we look back to the old poetry, the famous forms of poetry were epics and tragedies. These were expressions of extraordinary occasions. The epics were celebrating the deeds of heroes, extraordinary deeds. Tragedies were also speaking about great men. The language used by the old poets was the language that expressed extraordinary occasions. So, this kind of language was extraordinary but it was really spoken by men. It was the language used at that time by all people. 
 To this language it is probable that meter of some sort or other was early superadded. 
Meter was used by old people. It was superadded to this natural language. 
Although it was unusual, it had meter in it and it was expressing extraordinary occasions, but still it was the language of men at that time. This circumstance was disregarded by the Neoclassics. They found that they can use the same expressions to please people in an easy way. They even invented new expressions like the old ones and they became proud of the use of those expressions which were uttered only be themselves. They were not the expressions spoken by the old people but they were only uttered by those poets. 
This distorted language was used poetry, so, meter became connected with this distorted language. It became a symbol of this poetic diction. 
Ant person whether having the genius and talent of writing poetry or not had to use this kind of language. 
Nowadays- at his time- people kept using this language until it became the natural language for poetry. This is why it is called poetic diction= the language of poetry. 
That is why they became clichés, expressions devoid of their passions.
This is the history of poetic diction.
· Why do people accept poetic diction at that time? 
· What are the causes of pleasure taken from this absurd or distorted language? 
First: it is a proof of the peculiarity of the poet, that this poet knows how to write poetry. If a person wants to write poetry, then he has to write poetic diction.  
The poetic diction is impressive and it shows the peculiarity of the poet’s character.
Second:  If the poet uses poetic diction, if the reader can understand poetic diction, then this satisfies him. It is flattering. The reader is pleased to read poetic diction because he is flattered. It is written for a particular reader. This reader who can understand this kind of diction feels flattered. Poetic diction is written to the elite, sophisticated, educated reader. An ordinary man can not understand it. He will not be pleased with it. He will not read it. Only the educated read the neoclassical poetry and they admire it because they are flattered, it is written for them. 
Third: Even if the reader did not understand it, still he is pleased because he would not admit that he does not understand. He is pleased because he can read something that no body can read and understand.
· These are the three reasons why people feel pleasure when they read poetic diction. 
Then he gives examples of poems that used poetic diction that are not considered good poems.   
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