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Feminism

Today, we will discuss feminism. What do you know about female rights? Feminism started in the early 20th century. Before this, there had been arguments, discussions, and women were trying to raise their voice and tell about their rights and their identity, but it was not clear enough. We can say that feminism started as early as 1929 with two articles of Virginia Woolf. Virginia Woolf has been considered one of the first female writers to write about the right of women. She wrote two articles; one of them is called ‘A Room of One's Own’ and the second one is ‘Three Guineas’. These are the two articles that started this discussion about women and females. Why women are defending their rights? Why they started to say we need and we need? Women were suffering from oppressive treatment. Woman cannot have her allowance. She cannot have her money because they do not believe that she can manage and that she is not qualified as a person to be able to manage financial details because is unable and it is also another way of controlling. The whole process to control and to dominate giving names for this kind of control and domination which is >>> she is unable, she cannot do it and she may be abused by others because of her unawareness and so and so. What are other treatments of females not taking their rights? Education and finance. Certain kind of education was permitted for males. For females, they were not permitted for any kind of education unless it is sewing, music or language. There is a specific kind of education that is allowed for women. Also, women were not allowed to vote. Voting is about your opinion. If women are not allowed to vote, it means their opinions are not important. They do not believe that she has objectivity to choose the appropriate. She has other things to know about and these things are not for women to know or to work on. This heritage is not only specific for certain period of time. It started from early philosophical periods of time. It started from the time of Aristotle. His writings were also about making differentiation between male and female. He believes the female is part of the male. When you are a part, it means that you are not complete and you are not a whole human. This is how women had been observed throughout history. Even in writings, writing is not only literature; we have philosophy and psychology. Men were only to write. We have only male philosophers and male writers. We have novelists and poetesses, but they are very few and they were not recognized. Even for George Eliot, she wrote under the name of a man ‘George’. She was always to write about specific topics. Jane Austin, for example, is writing about women and society. She did not write about politics, economy and about other issues. It is the same thing with Charlotte Brontë. So, it is always very few female writers and almost no female philosophers. It is always the task of man. What do you think the reason for women for not being able to write and that there are only very few writers throughout history? She has to write about certain topics because she is judge of what she writes. If she writes about emotions in general, then she will be judged as being immoral, but if a man writes about such emotions, it is human. Woman is not allowed to go in such topics. If she wrote about politics, they believed that it is not her domain and her opinions are not going to be counted on. So, this is another reason. Have you heard about a reason that she is not creative as men; she does not have this power of writing and imagination as men. There is a belief that it is not her domain. Just as engineering is the work of man, creative writing is also the work of man. He is more capable because he is more experienced, then he can write better. He has better language.
Now we come to the 20th century. There are lots of things that show that females had a certain specific picture framework that she works within. If she goes out of this framework, she is condemned of being outcast and not playing according to social rules. This was the way females are looked at. Even from Aristotle time and before that, male represents power because he has more physical power and he represents the ability, the control and objectivity. Everything is related to men and females are related to subjectivity and weakness. No one would like to be weak and that is why even in writings, females adopt the technique of men writings/ men’s style of writing because it is supposed to be the right and the proper. When we come to the 20th century, women started to have such kind of awareness. They started with trying to get out their rights in voting and education which is very important. Voting means that I am present and I have my point of view. So, voting is very important; it is not something only political, but it is also human.
Virginia Woolf wrote ‘A Room of One’s Own’. She was talking about economics stability and education for women. In this article and the other article ‘Three Guineas’, she was discussing the issue of education for woman and her right to have a financial security. She believes that the day comes when women are in control of their financial income when she is going to be able to express herself freely. When you have this financial security, you are dominating your financial income and then you have the freedom of expressing yourself and of doing what you want. Before having this financial independence, you cannot write, you cannot have your job and you cannot express yourself the way you feel free. Whenever you become secured by supporting yourself, then you can write. This is the reason that Virginia Woolf related to the fact that there are certain occupations which are limited to men and are not allowed for women, for example, education of law is always specific for males, and creative writings, philosophy, engineering are always specific for males because she lacks education and she is unable to secure herself. Once she is able to secure herself financially, then she can write and she writes about herself and not about things that the society asks her for. She believes that there are female writers in the 18th and in the 19th and even the 17th centuries who were writing to support themselves and their family.
In the first semester in criticism, I discussed with you a poem for a female writer coming from the 18th century. The poem ‘Joan of Arc’ was about the French martyr who died early. She led the army against the English occupation at that time. At the end, she was caught and she was burnt by fire. And at the end, she reached the conclusion that she would have better lived in her village with her family instead of having this fame of being remembered but with no real joy. The real happiness is to have domestic life. So, even this female poetess who was writing in the 18th century and who was writing to support her family, she needs the income of the writing. She was also writing about the views and ideas that were accepted in her society, otherwise, no one would accept her poetry and she would lose income. But as Virginia Woolf says, if we become much secured financially, then we can write what we really believe in. so, we have our own voice. The room of ‘A room of One’s own’ is a space. It can have so many meanings. The room is: is a place where you live in, freedom, and a room where you lives in which means your own that you own it, not because of the others, but because you have your own money.
So, this is the start. It is calling for rights or for the education and voting. So, the first phase was about rights of women. When we proceed on the 20th century, the end of this phase is marked with another French feminist writer called Simone de Beauvoir. She is very well-known writer. She started writing in the 1949. Her writings marked the end of the first phase because she started to write other issues. Simone de Beauvoir is a French writer and she is a life partner; she did not get married, she was a partner with another well-known French philosopher. She was one of the first who called abortion. She was with the idea that female has abortion if she does not want this child for any kind of reason because she believes that this is her right to decide whether she wants the child or not. With Simone de Beauvoir and others later on, the question was not about rights of education and vote. It is not about political or social rights. Now it moved on to have an examination of the position of females and how it affects the way females write and how it has been presented throughout literary ages. One of the most important things at that time to be an outcome of these discussions is what we call gender. What is the difference between gender and sex? Sex means that I am biologically born with this sex. My biology tells I am a female or a male, but gender means how we are differentiated in the treatment in the psychology from each other, not because we are born with it; it has nothing to do with biology. It has everything to do with tradition, our culture, how we are observed. This makes the difference between the male and the female. It is not because I was born. It does not mean that because I am born to be female, then my emotions and feelings should be such and such. It has nothing to do with my biology. We express ourselves in such a way because there have been standards that we have been raised on make us have certain emotions, certain expression and language of our own. And it has nothing to do with being biologically a female or male. So, this is how we are treated and this is how we become males and females from the gender point of view, not from the sex which is the biological point of view. This idea was in the second phase of feminism. From that, we have investigation of literature which shows how women were represented whether by men writers or by female writers. Both of them have a representation of these women. The issue here is about experience. Writing is always related by experience. We usually write about what we know about. If this dispute of feminism is about experience, then how come males were able to represent females and they do not have experience of being females. I mean that their emotions are different and their attitude in life is different. They did not live the experience of being females, but we take their representations of females as being the standard. Usually, feminist writings had the outcome that that writings that represent women make women under certain categories to be either mothers, beloved, sister, witch, a demon element, and mistresses. So, it is always the same picture of women. For example, there is no kind of discussion about childbearing and how women raise children or the problem of having children without father. It had never been represented throughout the literary ages women in such a thing (the divorce problem, the outcome of the divorce, the problems after divorce, how women survive after divorce, how they seek their rights in this community). There is no discussion of this condition of women. It is always certain image of these women and it can never go out of these circles; of being beloved, mothers and mistress, but never about her struggle/ never about her problems in life/ her issues resulted from being a mother. All these things have never been discussed. Those feminist writers have this idea that it has always been said that writing is about experience. If males do not have an experience of being females, then he is not the appropriate person to write about females. His is one of the discussions that had been going on in these times. There is another discussion which is very important and which I think you have discussed it in linguistics. It is the problem of language/ the question of language/ language use>>>how when male writer refers to females, he uses a different language and when females writers are writing about themselves (females), how they represent females and how they represent males in the language point of view (the study of language). Language is very important and it cannot be disconnected from the issue of feminism.
You have studied ‘Jane Eyre’ and you have studied it from a feminist point of view. What are the traits that you have studied in regard of feminism? What are the feminist elements in ‘Jane Eyre’? Independence, education, marriage issue, social classes, inheritance. By the way, you are dealing with inheritance issue as if it is something that is only in west or the Christian rules. Lots of females in our country are not allowed to inherit the land. 
And you will see that there are now in the contemporary literature female novelists that are writing in a different way presenting women in the present time with the issues that I was discussing with you >>> an issue of women struggling to live and to be existed, struggling with divorce issues, struggling with motherhood, struggling of gaining financial independence. All these struggles of women are represented in contemporary novels. In these novels, we have something which is different that is the expression of real female emotions which sometimes are not appreciated because they feel that it is too open and exposes the self which is not appropriate for a woman to do. For example, the Algerian writer أحلام مستغانمي has been condemned for being very free in expressing female emotions because of her language.
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