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Course Description:

· Russian Formalism.

· Reader – Oriented Theories.

· Post Colonial main issues.

Criticism: It is the study and analysis of a literary work.

 We are going to study 20th century literary criticism.

What is Russian Formalism? (1916)

Russian Formalism = science of literature. 

It started as a reaction against the vagueness and vulgarity of the previous literary theories. It attempted to scientific description of literature, especially poetry. It is a special use of language with observable features. Basically it is a movement. It is the science of literature. It focuses on a scientific attitude towards literature. 

It is a movement that emerged from a discussion between two groups of students OPOYAZ and The Moscow Linguistic Circle. 

1-OPOYAZ  critics like:

· Osip Brik, 

· Sergei Bernstein, 

· Lev Jakubinsky, 

· Boris Eikhenbaum 

· Yury Tynianov

· Viktor Shklovsky

2- The Moscow Linguistic Circle was formed in 1915 by several linguists studying at Moscow University :

· Roman Jakobson, 

· A. Buslaev, 

· Petr Bogatyrev, 

· Grigorii Vinokur).

Russian Formalism is too much close to Featurism in the sense that they are against Realism and Symbolism, and same interest for the phonic structure of the verse.

Language of literature constructed quality (meter + rhyme + rhythm) and ambiguous multiple meaning. It is the language used in literature. And literariness is the quality of this language.

Language of science:

It straight forward, practical language, no ambiguity, no twisting, no figures of speech, and it has only one meaning and no other ones.
E.g. Literary language>> you are great>> it may mean you are not great.

Russian Formalism   is against content and focuses on the form. In a sense, it suggests a study of literature that confines itself to form, with a disregard for content and the extrinsic factors. 

Content: what literary mean? The message, advice, lesson.

Form: how literature says ,shape,structure,and Language.

E.g. I like sea

Form: s + v + noun ( literariness

Content: likeness of sea.

Russian Formalism concentrated on the form (literariness= language of literature + the quality of language) we have in literature. 

Russian Formalism is known for its scientific study of literature: 

1. Its Literariness. 

2. Its focus on form rather than the content.

-1- Definition of literariness:
Russian Formalism devotes itself to the study of literariness, i.e. the sum of ‘devices’ that distinguish literature and literary language from nonliterary language. it defines literature as differential, oppositional. It sees life and art as mutual opposites. It differentiates literature from non- literature which is its "literariness". 

Literariness is achieved through -1- deformalization, the nature of literature is to defamiliarize things. It evoke habitual things in our minds. 

Along with ‘literariness’, the most important concept of the school is that of defamiliarisation which means ‘making strange’, Shklovsky believes that the technique of art is to make objects 'unfamiliar instead of seeing literature as a ‘reflection’ of the world. According to him, art defamiliarises things that became habitual or automatic. Additionally, he thinks the purpose of art is to impart the sensation of things as they are perceived and not as they are known. 

-3- Fabula (story):

Story is a term that belongs to the study prose, too. To Russian Formalists, story is nearly raw material awaiting the organizing hand of the writer to become a narrative It is purely chronological series of events, which will be recounted in the order in which they took place, not necessarily the order of narration. 

-4- Suizhet (plot):

In their studies of narrative, the Formalists also clarified the distinction between plot and story. The distinction between a story and plot is given a prominence in the Russian formalist theory of narrative. They say that plot is strictly literary. However, the formalist set a more revolutionary concept of plot than Aristotle. Digression, displacement of parts of books and extended description are all devices to make us attempt to the novel form. In a sense, plot is actually the violation of the expected formal arrangement of events. A carefully ordered an Aristotelian plot should give us the essential and familiar truth of human life. It should be closeable and have certain inevitability. Formalists on the other hand often link theory of plot with the notion of defamilariazation. The plot prevents us from regarding the incident as typical and familiar. 
 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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· Major Terms of  Russian Formalization:

1- Defamiliarization.   4-Motivation

2- Narrative.                  5-Metaphor & Metonymy

3- Dialogic                      6- Dominant.

· Aristotle defined story as:

 A series of incidents on which plot is based. In plot there is a flashback that is to retell the story. In every Greek story there is a flashback.

History of Literary Criticism:

Imp:”Aristotle called plot myths.”

· The formalists focus on two figures of speech used in literary language:

Russian Formalism the focus is on the two figures of speech. They are metonymy and metaphor.

Metonymy:

 Is a figure of speech that replaces the name of one thing with the name of something that is closely associated with it. For example, Crown for Monarch and the White House for the U.S. president house. Hand for workers, sailors and so on. Metonymy establishes the relationship of contiguity, (one thing relate to another).

*Russian Formalism is known to have 11 definitions, look at page 4-6 (handout). 

Metaphor:

 Is a figure of speech in which one thing, idea, or action is refer to by a word or expression normally denoting another thing, idea or action so as to suggest some common quality showed by the two. Metaphor establishes the relationship of similarity between two things. Direct comparison:

E.g.Metaphor>> He is a lion.

Simile>> He is like a lion.

· Motivation:

Motif is the smallest unit of plot, which we may understand as a single statement or action. There are two kinds of motivations: bound and self (free).

A bound motif is one which is required by the story (can describe history). It is necessary to the development of the story. 

While the free motif is essential to the point of view of the story. 

But from literary point of view the free motif is the focus of art.

* For example:in Paradise Lost the story teller is Rapheal .He tells about the conflict between Adam and Satin. If we change the role of Raphael in telling the story , the plot will not be affected .The use of Raphael by the poet is for artistic reason. This construction of plot is different from Aristotelian plot.

 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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Literary Criticism
 Bakhtin belongs to the Moscow Linguistic Circle school or movement or student.

Discussion of Bakhtin School as a representation of Russian Formalist’s ideas:

1-dialogic   2-carnival   3-polyphony

According to Bakhtin, language is not on any sense fixed or stable but always in state of flux (uncertainty) .It has different meanings Any word has at least two interoperations= two meanings; one for the speaker or writer and another for listener or leaders. What the writer writes, the reader does not understand the same. What the speaker says, the listener does not take it for granted.

Bakhtin believes that meaning is never singular but rather a plural, any act of communication is often having at least two interpretations (meanings):

1- Speaker or Writer       2- Listener or reader.  

E.g. I believe in the freedom of individual.

This freedom may have different meaning for the speaker, and may have different meanings for the listeners.

May be the speaker wants to say that he believes in the freedom of individuals= the public.

The listener might think that the speaker believes in the freedom of individual but what kind of freedom? It might be political freedom, or women freedom. Here freedom has different meanings.

The speaker maybe means political freedom, while the listener is women freedom. Political freedom means to fight , the listener thinks that women freedom means women can go and lead any position .Freedom of individual has many meaning .This word does not have any definite meaning .It does not have a singular meaning but a lots. So, meanings according to the speaker and others to the listener. 

The word Democracy= under democracy comes freedom of the people. 

The king- the president- the prime minister in a democratic country has a fear that if he does not do for the good of the people, he will be defeated. 

It may also mean political progress or  economic upliftment.

We can also say that democracy comes from feudal power= power in one hand= getting leave from feudal power-  

We can also say that democracy means economic power. In European country, democracy means the possibility of progress.

The word Terrorism. 

Western people think of terrorism is part of Islam and associated to Islam.  

In Islamic prospective, we must fight for Islam but terrorism means ill doing, illegal elements- 

So, terrorism has different meanings. The Iraqi people take democracy differently. For them democracy means the equality   in   the society- the civilization

Words have different meanings in the minds of different people. 

Bakhtin thinks language is neither arbitrary nor is it consensual rather it constitutional, a site for struggle in meaning. It has no clear cut meaning but has entirely different significance and different perspectives. This perspective, this struggle is known as dialogue.

So, when we use freedom it has “no” clear cut meaning but have entirely different significance. This differentiation struggle Michael called it dialogie or dialogue. 

· 1-Dialogue(Dialogic): 

It implies language in two ways or multiple processes rather a unity phenomenon.

There is this struggle between the meanings of the words. To Bakhtin, language is a field of struggle between what he calls centripetal force or monologic force to strive to impose a singular, fixed meaning; and the centrifugal or dialogic force that has words of plural or multiple meanings.

1- Centripetal forces (The language is monologue).It s spoken by one person.

To make things move toward center. Move from the outside to the center.

2-Centrifugal forces (The language is dialogic). There are two or more groups. This dialogism reflects the struggle of different meanings of different voices.

To make things go away from the center. Move from the center to the outside.

Dialogism is the basis of different meanings of words; He says that there is dialogic aspect in the language. Dialogue is the struggle between different meanings of words makes the language dialogic.

- For Bakhtin Dialogue is utterance between two or more groups. Or is speech or talk between two or more groups.

When we discuss dialogic, we are discussing novelers.we have character speaking to each other. Sometimes we have writer interfering with his character. In poetry, we have one idea. Poems representing monologic voice while novel representing dialogic because we have more than one voice.

There is a difference between drama and fiction. In drama, dialogue is greatly found.Bakhtin says that, in novels dialogism is greatly found .Novel is literary language displays a high index of dialogism. Novel displays the dialogism in high rate. He says that this dialogism is based on heteroglossia.

To understand dialogue, we have to understand two related terms polyphony and heteroglossia.

· 2-Heteroglossia: When people speak representing social status or rank. It is a multi-language. Bakhtain says that through Heteroglossia we can bring any universal language into a local one.

E.g. Doctors, engineers, servants, monarch, clown. A doctor speaks the language of doctor. An engineer will speak the language of engineering. A clown speaks another language. The monarch speaks another language; a political leader speaks the language of leaders. This means that people speak keeping in the mind the social status- what they are in the society. 

The language of gentlemen is completely different from the language of servants- the language of the servant is different from the language of the clown who make the people laugh. The monarch, the king uses a different language. Heteroglossia is based on dialogism. Dialogism is based on heteroglossia = every character speaks, is representing society- the social status. 

Heteroglossia and dialogism are the terms that are used by Bakhtin in describing the language. 

· -3- Carnival Carnivalesque: It means whatever the character speaks does not resemble the status to which he or she belongs.

E.g. the clown speaks in the novel and gives a message of wisdom. It is contradictory, we expect him to say nonsense to make people laugh.

Powerful king speaks about misfortune defeats. It is contradictory he as powerful king suppose to speak about win not defeats.

In heteroglossia, language represents what people speak. But suddenly he said that   in carnival, characters are not in the right form, whatever they speak, they speak in different ways.

Bakhtin belongs to Moscow Linguistic Circle, so, his theories are similar to Jakobson, the founder of Moscow Linguistic Circle.

 King – beggar...this come in contradictory way. 

Opposites mingle = that heaven is definitely hell, what is sacred, prophetic. 

If words come in this way, we call it carnival style. 

· 4-Polyphony:imp

According to Bakhtin, it is freedom of character what he speaks and acts without the power of author.

e.g.  In novel, when we read dialogue of character, we as a reader have relation with character. The power of author makes this relation. But we don't think of the author at the time, we just stick to what the character says as his own speech.  

 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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Philosophy (carnival and carnival theory according to Bakhtin):
Poetry is centralizing and conservative while the novel is dispassive and radical. How it should be, how it describes society. He believed in the freedom of expression .Literature should fulfill the need of readers. He also believes that literature should be related to: 

1. Reality.

2. Freedom of expression.

Dialogue – ciethic, fever, melt of meaning 

Carnival – reference is dual of elegance , gave of society.il

Carnival:

The word carnival is derived from the name of a public event where people play music, wear masks, and dance. 

During the time of carnival prohibitions are abolished. The full energy of the society; costumes, masks, songs, dances, give rise of how one can change. 

The actors' speeches do not resemble the status to which they belong. 

E.g. the idiot become king or senior becomes priest and gave sermon. The clown speaks of wisdom. The king speaks of misfortune. when a bagger is given the role of a king ( the role of freedom will be absorved)
The society should be ruled by a head = hierarchy.

According to Bakhtin, carnival is not simply the negations of the official society. He says that there is a real head and another artificial head. Literature has come to the point it freezes into elegance. Literature is written to the head. And there is no negation. 

Carnival is a special type of communication that is impossible in everyday life. 

According to Bakhtin carnival style is to be used in novels to create reality. Without carnival the novel would not be real. 

He wants to bring literature from four walled and give it freedom. 

E.g. “I just want to everyone tell the truth ……. On earth it is impossible to live without lying, because life and lying are synonyms but here we feel the truth just for fun” Bobok By Dostoesvsky who is a great novelist. He applied this theory to his novel.

 Grotesque body:

Grotesque body,Jously eating, drinking, society, head, hierarchy. < الظاهر نقلناه معه

There are two kinds of literature:

1- Literature that is written freely and independently.

2- Literature that is written under control.

The expression is different between the two kinds. The one under control has rules that it must abides by. However, the free one reflects real picture of life. And if carnival is not used in literature (novel) then there is no reality in literature. 

Carnival is a way of life and mood of language that is opposed to official norms of church and state. It is a way of life; it is an expression of universal freedom. His theory is based on universal freedom.

Carnival is a spectacle seen by the people, they live in it. Regarding carnival, it is said that people participate in carnival and embrace the idea of it. 

During carnival time, there is change of life. Life outside, rules, regulations, are not applied. So the role of freedom will be observed so there is space for freedom when the beggar becomes a king he has a chance to speak his mind freely.

And as a mood of language carnival is specifically an expression of freedom from official norms and values. It is a special type of communication that is impossible in everyday life. 

Example of carnival The famous book “ The fantastic tale “  by Shklovsky.

 Bikhtnan, Shklovsky applied carnivals in  novel.
And also of Charles Dickens used it in Hard Times.

(his drama) he described the ……………

“it was a town of red brick…”

Times he describes the coketown, he signs it a team fo red brick or brick that would have been red if the smoke and asjhes had allowed it, but as market stood it was town fo annationed and black like the painted face of a avage. It’s a turn of machinery represents of  small river than ran purplus with ill smelling duye and vast piles of building, full of windows when the  ratting and trembling all day long and when the piston of gun wrecked monotonous and over like the head of an elephant in a state of melanchony.

Bakhtin says we live in the world of dialogue. Carnival is a prerequisite in novels and novels are the genre that can bring reality. 

We focus on that word is not fixed

It has a multiple meaning; one word can be used for all purposes.

 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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Reader Response Theory.

The role of the reader for any piece of work, or any type of writing:

 Reader response criticism school focuses on the reader and his\her experience of the literary work in contrast to other school which focus on form, content, and author.

e.g.   Russian Formalism focuses on form, author, and scientific study of a language. Other school focuses on content. Now, we will take the audience and listeners and they are important.

A poem has no real existence until it is read. Its meaning can only be discussed by its reader. Its meaning can only be discussed by its reader. The question on our mind what kind of reader we discuss .Each reader has different meaning and idea. The reader can be scholar or a student and so on.

The author gives something that is content and we have a reader. How the reader responses, thinks is this school's concern and main focus.

 Author gives a moral lesson, then transfers to hands of reader – who judge and gives meaning.

Author - Content – Reader

How reader gets the meaning. One readers' perspectives are different from other reader. The focus is in the reader, how he judge. Readers’ judgments are different .what is the role of reader? Which is important in this movement or school?

E.g. “duck – rabbit – puzzle”

[image: image1.jpg]



Look at this picture, one reader sees it as a duck; the other sees it as a rabbit. Both readers are right. They see out of their knowledge and perspective.

(Reader Response Theory) it started in 1960 or 70s in Germany or America.

The great leaders of reader response theory are Norman Holland, Stanley Fish, Wolfgang Iser, Hans Robert Jauss, Roland Barthes. 

Plato and Aristotle:

In medieval time so many writers discussed the importance of reader. Plato said when the reader reads poetry, s/he forgets all about reality and then misses the truth and get divorced from God for poetry is based on lies. It is imitation of imitation. On the other hand, Aristotle's theory of catharsis (purgation) suggest that pity and fear in tragedy can be evoked in the reader.

 The Greek philosopher Plato is giving important to the reader. 

Both have understood the importance of the reader.
But in 1960s-70s, writers started to focus on form, content, and author.

In the 20th c. they went back to the Reader Response Theory. They focus on the important of the reader and audience.

(R. R. T.)

#Reader Response Theory recognizes the reader as an active agent who imparts (gives) real existence to the work and completes its meaning through interpretation. It argues that literature should be viewed as a performing art in which each reader creates his\her meaning. This is the reality of reader.

E.g. Lucy in Wordsworth's poem "Lucy" is a beautiful girl. The poet himself sees Lucy as a beautiful girl .In reality Lucy is not beautiful but only in the eye of the poet.

 “A slumber did my spirit seal; 

         I had no human fears: 

She seemed a thing that could not feel 

         The touch of earthly years. 

No motion has she now, no force; 

         She neither hears nor sees; 

Rolled round in earth's diurnal course, 

         With rocks, and stones, and trees.”

The line "she seemed…feel" has many interpretations. The first interpretation Lucy could not die. The second she is dead.Wordsworth describes Lucy that she is no more can feel like a person can touch what is going on .She can understand.She is also rounded like sun,moon. Both of them right in their perspective. The final meaning is the reader's interpretation.

3rd line

1- he cannot feel her

2- or she is dead.

7th  line

1- she died in her groan rolling. 

2- she has immortal features – she could not die, she cannot die.

3- Maybe the speaker is wrong
The whole theory is based on reader\audience.

Two theories:

1- Subjective view is personal and based on emotions and view. There is personal attachment.

E.g. describing car road, mall. If I see it according to my eyes.

2- Objective view is universal and based on reason.

Reader response theory said that subjective and objective views of the reader should be considered. The question they ask is how not which.

The reader can be both emotional and reasonable, involving personal views and at the same time impersonal ones. And according to R. R. T. subjective and objective views of the reader should be considered. As they ensure that the question is not "which?" but "how?"

· Narratee = audience.

Narrative (frame of work).

Narrator (speaker)

Terminology of narratee .We must discuss it and understand it.
Narrattee (audience) is one of the R. R. T. views. It is an imagined person by the author whom the narrator is assumed to be addressing in a given narrative.
e. g. in a story, characters speak to each other. Whenever a character speaks in a story it represents the narrator, the speaker. The character that listens is known as the narrattee (audience) not basically the reader but the audience within the work.

E.g. “Arabian Nights”,or “ One Thousand Nights  and One Night”.

The name of the character is Shaharyar and the other character is sheherzada.The heroine is the narrator and Shahrayara the king is the Narrattee.

Shaharyar is the king of Iran suffers the feudality of his wife and kills her and every night he marries and kills his wife. The marriage of sheherzada is arranged by his minister. When the minister did not find a girl he married his daughter to the king. She starts to tell him story. The author is the one who makes the story interesting. If she does not drive the attention of the king, she will die.

So Shaharyar is the narrattee and Sheherzada is the narrator

· Phenomenology Phylosophy:

It deals with people’s feeling and emotions, experience. A philosophy or a method of inquiry based on the premise (basis)that reality consists of objects and events as they are perceived  or understood in human consciousness. This theory is given by Edmund Husserl. It is related to R. R. T. and it is to focus on the world the reader sees not that he does not because without seeing objects we cannot judge.

A rime of Ancient Marriner – voyage.
 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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Horizon of Expectation by Hans Robert Jauss

· Horizon of Expectation:

1-
He gave his criteria readers to use to judge literary texts in any given period.

2-
His criteria will help the reader decide how to judge a poem whether it is an epic, a tragedy, a pastoral.

· That is Readers Response Theory, Russian formalism ignores history and social theories, ignore text. 

· Jauss gave the theory of Horizon of Expectation. 

e.g. 

Augustan poet, Pope’s poetry was judged according to the criteria based upon the values of clarity, naturalness, and stylistic decorum, this theory was given. ( SD = words should be adjusted according to the dignity of the subject ).

· This theory is that Pope’s poetry changed with passage of time. This is the stain of time. With the passage of time so many interpretations had been given for a piece of work. Some criteria applied in one time are not applied in another, the criteria are not fixed, the meaning is not fixed. Hans Robert Jauss says that this is not fixed , that the clarity , naturalness , and stylistic decorum in poetry is not fixed .

· This is historical perspective. Once Pope’s was judged …..etc. According to clarity..but it is not fixed, this meaning is not fixed. This does not establish once 2 let of Pope’s poetry.

· During the second half of the 18th century (1750-1799) commentaries or critics said: Pope was the poet of his time. He was given the title – Poet of all. He could put prose into rhyming couplets. Critics say that pope was clever poet.

· In the modern period it is said that Pope’s poetry is considered poems that has wit; complexity, & moral insight.

- We give period of how Horizon of Expectation change.

· Jauss clarified that in one period the people used one criteria and this criteria is not fixed for the future it may change . 

· Horizon of Expectation any work can be judged by a critic, by the criteria, but the critique is not fixed, for any time period .

· Hans says : this is not fixed, that Pope’s poetry naturalness , clarity…

e.g.

 Pope was known for creativity, naturalness & stylistic decorum.

· In modern period: works of Pope are … we can value his poetry for their wit , complexity, moral insight.

· This horizon of expectation. Hans is clarifying: this is the time in one period, people use one criticism. This criticism is not fixed, later it may change. We judge according to our value and time.

e.g.

 Pope’s poetry in on him is defined according different horizons.

· Even readers have judged poetry of Pope: it is not fixed. This is called horizon of expectation.

·  This horizon of expectation will tell us how the work was valued and interpreted when it appeared but it doesn’t establish its meaning finally. This is what Horizon of Expectation is meant.

· According to Jauss: it is equally wrong to say that the work is universal , this view is connected to what Horizon of Expectation means .

· Horizon: first you judge in Reader response theory. Meaning and text is based on the reader. There is many types of readers, in Reader Response theory: will discuss Wolfgang Iser.

· In R.F: Michael Bakhtin  but R.R theory we discuss these critics:

Wolfgang whether text is … 

e.g. 

1- Shakespeare's  Midsummer Night’s Dream

Jauss: this horizon of expectation says: what critics define this play as a drama , we can’t take it for granted, or just established its meaning  finally. It is men suitable to poetry . Poetry because of its depth in meaning. The play is written in the 16th c. in a 350 years a lot of critics studied this play and if any critic give definition poetry , it is not find with pass of time , they can be a ehys (this word is wrong). This is horizon of expectation” criteria on hoe reader judge a piece of work.

2- William Wordsworth in this poem Lucy, "A Slumber did my Spirit Seal"

There are 3 stanzas between each two stanzas there is a gap that is filled by the reader . The meaning of the poem is judge by the reader of this period . A more meaning can be brought by the reader in future . According to Reader Response Theory the meaning totally is judge by the reader. There are some meanings they have been logical answers. One can have understood the poem in such a way. According to R.R.T meaning is totally judged by the reader. Wordsworth is no man we can draw the meaning we want to change.

Horizon of Expectation :

1- Meaning change by passage of time

2- There is no uniformity between two readers ( some focuses on style of writing, some on imaginative power of W.W. others see W.W. style of expressing ideas ) in the horizon of expectation this can be changed.

· Like Pope’s poetry which is considered to be wit and complex and those are qualities in poetry. Poem is considered best if it has the 2 qualities.

· According to this theory , how with it was interpreted when it appeared. This value just established its meaning finally , it changed with passage of time. 

· We can say: a piece of work is not universal or its meaning is fixed forever. 

** In Jauss’ views, it is wrong to say that a work is universal , that its meaning is fixed forever and open to all readers in any period . A literary work is not an object which stands by itself and which offers that same face to each reader in each period. It is not a moment which reveals its timeless essence.

· In the second half of the 18th c : critics: Pope was a clever versifier who put prose into rhyming couplets and lacked imaginative power required of true poetry : for true poetry should be imaginative.

· 18th c : said Pope’s poetry has best examples of wit and complexity . this meaning has been given by historical perspective.

#This is a summary of what we are discussing #

· Any literary work is not an object which stands by itself. It is changed by criteria . Jauss meant to say by Horizon of Expectation that every reader should use criteria to judge a literary text in any given period. This criteria will help the reader of how to judge a poem (e.g.  epic, pastoral) what is to be regarded as poetry or literary is opposed to un-poetic or non literary uses of language, ordinary language or writing. 

- A literary piece of work depends on the readers or any conclusion to understand Horizon of Expectation.

-the meaning of the poems judge by the reader at that time.

- Horizon  says that judging the poem is based upon the passage of time.

-According to Pope in the second of 18th.a clever versifier who put prose into rhyming couplet {poetry} &lacked imaginative power required of true poetry.

Wolfgang Iser: “Implied Reader”

1-
Implied reader

2-
Actual reader

3-
Narratee  (listener , created within work, imagined person is created within the piece of work, like in the Arabian Nights)

4-
Narrator (speaker)

· Reception theory: 

· Iser is known for implied reader & he is a leading member of Constance School of German reception theory .

· He argues that literary text always contain ‘blank’ which only the reader can fill. This blank is filled by the reader. According to Iser, he presents the text as a potential structure which is ‘concretized’ by the reader in relation to his or her.

· Actualize = virtualize everything is  virtual.

· Every piece of work is actualized by reader to give it real form. And regarding this , a sort of oscillation (thus is uncertainty ) is set up between the power to control the way it is read and a reader’s concretization of it in terms of his or her experience. 

· He is known by this theory & he elaborates this theory in different ways.

· From this concept he argues that literary text  always contain blanks which only the reader fill.

e.g.

I’m writing a book on 21th c on environment . I have  plans to offer this book to certain persons . they read it to give their suggestions and   opinions. An opinion can be formed , the book is right or wrong. 

There are different types of readers, some are scientist ,some are students, whatever type of people they are all readers of the book ,so If a student reads my book what perspective he sees ,he controls it.

 ……………………………………

-THE END-
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Wolfgang Iser (1926-2007)

-
He belongs to "Conetance school of German reception theory''.

-
Why is he known as a literary critic? He sees the reader actualizing (concretized) the text by filling the gaps or indeterminacies of meanings by the reader. (= unable to say exactly or perfectly).

-
He belongs to Moscow Linguistic Circle 

· His theory 1960: 

     In Reader Response Theory, we studied 4 parts, Narratee, Phenomenology, Horizon of expectation and the role of the reader. Iser concentrated on the role of reader for any piece of literary work. He is known for filling the gaps by the reader.  When anyone wants anything to his text, it is judged by the reader response, so for the text, he wants it totally depend on the reader.

e.g.

 Who is the reader? This is an important question. Suppose I'm writing a book, I should have in mind who is the reader. A scientist writes a book, the reader will be scientific people, or a dramatist in drama; he has the audience of this kind. Texts today depend on readers.

·  Implied Reader: 

       It is a term used by Iser to denote the hypothetical figure of the reader to whom a given work is designed to address itself. Any text maybe said to presupposed an ideal reader who has the particular attitude (moral, cultural) opposite (بعض البنات كتبواappropriate) to the text in order for it to achieve its full effect. 

     I f I'm writing a book, I have in my mind a hypothetical figure about which reader will read my book. By Implied Reader, means that a piece of work must have in mind a hypothetical figure of readers  for whom a piece of work is written..  

Or any text may presuppose an ideal reader. This Ideal Reader means that I'm writing a book about criticism especially for students of Ad Dammam College. Until I get respond, ideal reader practical attitude.

         If I'm writing a book for pupils and students and they find it beneficial ,the writer will think the book has its effect, has good quality. This implied reader is a hypothetical figure and this term is given by Iser.

· In Iser's basic theory, he says;  

· According to Iser, for considering a literary work, one must take an account not only the text but also the actors involved in responding to the text. 

· One cannot take the text only rather the actions involved in responding to the text = what are the actions that words while responding to text when we read piece of work we read it and there are so many actions .

· -Piece of literary work should put reader in mind. He says that for considering a literary work one must take account not only the text but also the actions involved in responding to the text.

· He suggests that literary work has two poles; one is artistic pole (the text created by the author) or the aesthetic pole- more important-(the realization accomplished by the reader). We can't identify the literary work with either the text or the realization of the text rather it (literary work) A literary work must lie half way between the two (between is the artistic pole & the aesthetic pole) (Whatever be the work, artistic pole must be the two + aesthetic should be there). It comes through the convergence of text and reader, text and reader are both considered.

· His point is basically that reading is an active and creative process.

· He is telling that his point is that reading is an active and creative process. It is reading which brings the text to life or it is said that it infolds, inherently dynamic character.  
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· Both are important. Many books are written not good and not recognized. Hence, readers' responds are the important. 

· Iser is telling that his point is that reading is an active and creative process.

· It is reading which brings the text to life, or it is said that it unfolds its  inherently   dynamic character.

· He brings a change that literary work should be half way between the two, as well as the work is important, the reading is important at the same time. May book might have been written but reader response isn't good.

· Iser focuses on the role of the reader, this is implied reader, and author is not responsible, any work should be read as a specific work. When there is no aim, we cannot do things properly.

-
Iser presents the text as a potential structure which is concretized (make it actual) by the reader.

-
Any piece of work is a virtue in the hand of the writer and becomes actual at the hand of the reader. His theory is based on actualizing the text, filling the gaps, in relation to his or her extra literary norms ,values and experiences.

 e.g.

regarding the gap, the poem of William Wordsworth:

· Wordsworth's poem:

"A Slumber did my Spirit Seal"

A slumber did my spirit seal;

I had no human fears:

She seemed a thing that could not feel

The touch of earthly years. 

No motion has she now, no force;

She neither hears nor sees;

Rolled round in earth's diurnal course,

With rocks, and stones, and trees.

-
There are gaps between stanzas and how to link them is the role of reader according to his cultural and moral values. 

-
He did not give any explanation of the meaning of the poem. It is on the hand of the reader who has different opinions. 

-
He is a natural poet.

-
He gives chance for more than one meaning in a sentence. In literature, there is more space for different meanings. One can summarize meaning either in few words or lengthy form. 

e.g. 

   Wordsworth wrote this poem and didn't give explanation or meaning of the poem, it is on the hand of the reader. There is difficulty in meaning among readers, they gave two meanings:

*she is dead. 

*she couldn't die.

One reader says she is dead; this is a chance of make meanings in the stanza. The first stanza and the second, this is a gap and this gap is filled by reader according to his/her cultural and moral values.

In literature, man searches for more meanings, this poem can be explained by different meaning and different style. Some can describe it in two words whereas other can describe it in passages.

·  If we apply his method to Wordsworth's poem, there are many viewpoints. The reader will adjust his or her point of view and his   activity will consist of:

First stanza>>>> transcendent spirituality.

Second stanza>>>> pantheistic immanence, Lucy is also the part of nature.  

So for this poem, we have different reader activities, different meanings and different viewpoints.

·  In relation to the reader extra literary norms, values and experience, a sort of oscillation is set up between the power of the text to control the way it is read and a reader's concretization of it in terms of his/her experience. Meaning lies in the adjustments and revisions of to expectations which are brought about in the reader's mind in the process of making sense.

· A sort of oscillation is set up between the power of the text to control the way it is read and a reader's concretization of it in terms of his \her experience. 

· Meaning lies in the adjustment and revision to expectations which are brought about in the reader's mind in the process of making sense.

· In literature there is more space for many meanings. = Describing the poem in many ways. 

e. g.  

"A slumber did my spirit seal

...the touch of earthly year."

"No motion has she now, no force, ....trees" 

There is a gap between these two stanzas of Wordsworth's poem "Lucy"

I HAVE CHANGED THE WORD >> Concentration <<  TO  >> concretization <<  BCOZ HE WANT TO MAKE THE TEXT ACTUAL THAT IS CONCRET, SO THE WORDS concretization & concretized  ARE DERIVATIONS FROM CONCRET

THAT WHAT I BELEIVE IF U THINK IT'S WRONG THEN CHANGE IT 

……………………………………

-THE END-
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Iser's Implied Reader

· Iser's Implied Reader:

Writers should have in mind the reader. According to Iser, there are two implied readers:

1-
Textual Structure

2-
Structural Act

1) Textual structure:

He refers to those elements in a text that help a reader to actualize unfamiliar or new textual material. For example, in a novel, there are four things that the reader will take account of. These four things are :

a- Narrator

b- Character

c- plot

Fictitious reader( imagining)

The meaning of the text is generated by the convergence of four perspectives. Convergence means the coming of all these four perspectives into one. Ex, E.M. Forster's A Passage to India ( 2 cultures), India and British. Forster concentrates on having two cultures whether in their separate lands and when they are close together. India wants freedom while British wants to take India. There is also language problem, contrast and convergence. 

2) Structural act:

 Iser means the reader's active role in bringing together the variant (various) perspectives differed  in the text. The text itself does not bring about this convergences, fixed and definable entity rather dynamic happening. how a book to be read. It means there is no fixed meaning. It depends on the mind of people. For example, when u read scripture (hermeneutic)……

Any piece of a work in novel .There is large chance of dynamic. When we a reader read a poem. What in his mind is different from other reader. Each reader read and full the gaps.

e..g. 

a slumber did my spirit seal……………………………………………..

He says that in analyzing any piece of work should be considered by the convergence of these two points. He is fond of: filling the gaps, implied reader theory and unfixed meaning. 

Two readers and constellation stars:

a- One seen as a plough

b- The other seen as dipper

Both are right. Variety of possible readings that two reader simply say gave the constellation of stars. 

Iser means the reader's active role in bringing together the various perspective offered in the text, the text itself does not being about this convergence.

· Iser wrote two books:

1)
Act of reading

2)
 Implied reader: how people interpret. 

Argument is based on the nature of meaning and secured it. Things are questioned of whether a truly objective interpretation is possible. The meaning of a literary text is not fixed and definable entity, rather a dynamic happening. Meaning and objective interpretation is possible. 

e.g.

 Scripture. Hermeneutic

readers of Wordsworth's poem give different meanings. In Passage to India, the gap in the cave scene is filled by unwritten message.   

· Iser says:

1-
Reader regard text into their consciousness in filling the gaps between different point of view in various ways. Readers take the texts into their consciousness and fill the blanks. He considers reader to be the final judge. 

2-
Takes the text and makes it his/her experience. It means that the text does not set the terms on which the reader actualizes another reader's own experience which takes part in actualizing the meaning. 

Whoever be reader( implied reader) should take text and its different points into consciousness and make it his experience.

The reader in their interpretation is different. Wordsworth and Shakespeare's work read all other the world. There are two idea on theses stanza .One idea is different than the other. The reader should follow the gape. For the first stanza, the writer means that there is adjusting. Iser say should reader follow the gape artistically. There is also possible to write it in your mind, Iser give the reader the power. Regarding this, Iser says that the reader text contain consciousness. Iser in order to falling the affirmative gap between text the reader should be consciousness. Iser has given certificate to the reader to full up the place or he consider the reader to be the final  judge. For this he is saying the reader must take it into his consciousness and make it by his experience. It means the text do not set the terms but which the reader actualize rather reader's own experience will take part in actualizing the meaning. There are so many reader .The real reader is documented new points

· Real reader:

Documented view points but cannot be the actualizer of meaning.

Suppose the reader read text from 16th century and he belong to 17th century .He should not restricted to its time. The real reader can not be the textualize of the meaning, to read and give the effective meaning of the text.

· Different types of Readers:

1)
Super reader: Michael Riffaterre

2)
Informed reader: Stanley Fish

3)
Intended reader: Erwin Wolf

4)
Psychological reader: Norman Holland

These reader should not be confused by implied reader. Iser finds some force in all readers so he created the implied reader. Real reader of hypothetical reader whose response is documented.

……………………………………

-THE END-
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Postcolonial criticism

Post colonial criticism is deeply rooted in the history of imperialism.

Imperialism derives from a Latin word-imperier-that has many shapes or meanings such as imposing power, authority, command, dominion, realm, empire, on another country. 
The sense of power; the powerful country uses power upon weaker countries.

Quality of imperialism:
-Strategy by which a state aims to extent its control forcibly (by force) over other states and people. This is not only through military. It is rather economic and cultural. The powerful country subjugates to defeat a country and make them obey.
-It control by military rather it economic and cultural subjugate to control someone by 

-A ruling state (empire state or power)  subjugates the weaker state (another country).It imposes its own terms of trade, political ideas. Its own cultural values, its own language upon a subject state or people.

Colony:

A term used to refer to a state where there are two groups. One is colonizing power (ruler)and colonized (ruled). That is making other estate of People Park.

Imperialism started in the second half of the 19th century.

Harver said the state of imperialism is known for its fall meaning last of 20th century.

The concept of colonialism is from ……………itself

· There are 3 phases or period of imperialism in modern time 20th century (renaissance):

1-1492- Mid 18th century, in that period Spain, Portugal, England, and Netherland.They established their colonies.

    2- and again between mid 19th century or first world war 1, there were imperial powers between Britain, France, Germany, and Italy. The term had great momentum.
3-By the end of 19th century, it is said that (1/5) one fifth of the land and population came under the British rule.

· Motives, purpose behind imperialism:

1- Economic

-   To increase the economy. Adam Smith and David Ricardo. They considered imperialism benefited only few people. Lenin and Bukharis, Marsist. They saw imperialism as a mature form of capitalism.  By capitalism, they subjugate the market and allow over production. The capitalist wants to subjugate the supplies and over production. By power they control the nation. The worker-need cycle. This is a market and whatever we need we manufacture and put it on market (no need to go to another country. Capitalists want to subjugate.
(These economists are some skeptics. Writer said ………….

-Lenin and Bukharis are skeptics. They believed in increasing economy to increase the economic power and subjugate the weaker nation. They consider imperialism a measure form of capitalism. They consider imperialism the not economic rather capitalism.)

2- The security of home state :

Once there was time every country fear that they might be subjected.(If I subjugate some nations, it will help in the war against other countries, it is very important and difficult.).

3- Hitler, Mussolini, Machiavelli, Bacon. According to them colonialism is a natural struggle for survival. If you have power you‘ll survive.

From German, 

From Italy, Mussolini supported feudalism that means power in one hand.

From          , MachiaVelli used dishonest ways to trick people.

From          ,Bacon…………………………………………………….

This Imperialism continues until middle of 20th century. Economy means to increase economy, strength, need economic power is very important.

The concept "Capitalist" means: they want to gain as much as they could. The first purpose is to increase economy, for gaining money.

Russian

1est rescted previous vagness   ,Scientific description.

……………………………………

-THE END-
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Post colonial criticism

Imperialism

1 - Economic.

2 -Security at the home state.

3-Natural struggle for survival.

-Postcolonial criticism is deeply rooted in the concept of imperialism, which means power or authority by some country over another country; it is also the concept of hegemony. Hegemany is a situation in which one state or country has control over another country, thus the concept of colony. 

-Here we see two powers, one is the colonizer and the other is the colonized. The subject people, or the subject state, have no power of their own; they are controlled by the colonizers. Suppose there is country (A) and country (B). Country (A) captured country (B) by war or conquest. Now country (A) is ruling country (B), and country (A) has its own style of political ideas and its own terms of trade. This means that country (A) (the ruling state or the colonizer) will impose what suits country (A) on country (B). Country (A) (the colonizer) uses the help of country (B) (the colonized) to capture country (C). Once again, country (A) will impose its own terms of trade, its cultural values, its own language, and its political ideas on the subject state or people of country (C) for the benefit of the ruling state (country A) like what happened in WWII. There were so many hegemons in WWII. So, when the English ruled other countries, they applied their own language, their own terms of trade, their language, their own cultural values, and their own political system; the subject state or people were definitely influenced by this. 

Ruled state revolted against ruling state and set independence.-

 Subject people all influenced by it 1-economy  2- security.-

-They want their stat to be save.

according to Mossolini and Hitler imperialism is necessary way for survival.-

-what is colonized literature and post colonial literature?

We have to understand the oriantalism and occident. Then we will come to subject of post colonialsm , with the publication of the book oriantalism for Edward Said in 1978.

Post colonial studies (literature) it was in 1980 that colonial studies began to be treated as recognized field of study.

Imperialism  :

-power of some countries over other countries.

-colonization is the power of colonizer over colonized people in subjected state.

Oriantalism

Accident  

Oriantalism written by Edward said . it was in 1980 that colonial studies begun to be traded as recognized field of study.

-
Post colonialism is the field has given t a great range of ideas, concepts ,problems ,and  debate to involves the discussion of migration ,resistance, representation, differences ,races, genders, places.

-
Oriantalism from the word orient which mean east(Asian countries), occident which mean west (European countries)

A quality ,mannerism or customs or characteristics of orient.1-

2-scholarly knowledge of asian cultures, language and people.

3 east is described by the west 

4- east in the eyes of the west.

-orientalism is term apllied to a category of subject matter reffering to the depicting of east by western artist in the 19 th century.

- they considred themselves superior and considered others inferiors . the superial is rational , disciplined. The inferior is irrational and undescpliend

-There must be some biasness (western considers themselves superior of enlighting civilization while eastern as inferior.

Superior             inferior

Rational            irrational

Disciplined        undisciplined 

Democrat      undemocratic 

Progressive       unprogressive 

Enlightened civilization        dark position

In 19th centuray , its seen in the artist writing these contrasting concepts.-

Orientalism has brought a revolution orient has helped to decline. 

Post colonial issues:

1-universality and differeances.

2- representation and resistance.

1
point which Edward said raised:

1- to articulate the cultural position and the task of intellectual and critic.

2- to examine western discourse about the orient in general.

3-to bring the light the palistanian struggle to regain homeland 

His books:

1st book 1975-

2nd book 1978 orientalism-

 -1970 the question of Palestine. 

The wake and the critic (iam not sure of the sp).-

-Culture and imperialism.

-
-some critic says that said rather than critics , he is fighter , that raised the issues of phalastine.

-
-human nature which marginalizes and excluded the distinctive characteristics, the differanses of post-colonial societies.

-
Universality

-
: Regarding universality and differences, it is said that a great writer should be universal in order to reach all the people of the world; reaching the world considering it as having universal themes, otherwise the work is not universal and will not be read by the people of the world.

-
-There must be universality in the writers' works like Shakespeare, Dante, are the great writers. We find universality in their works.

-
-In one of Shakespeare's sonnets, he describes summer as the season of beauty, but this is not universal coz in some parts(east) summer is connected to hot and humidity, disturbing. Universality is one characteristic of postcolonial writers. Because of the notion of universality, human nature is marginalized, the distinguishing characteristics, and the cultural differences between postcolonial societies. Universality is a fundamental concept of colonial power;

-
 universality is characteristic of those who occupy positions of power, and how the legitimacy to lead in the world.

-
 Thus, they use language to impose power and to control the world. The universality had been the essence of Imperialism, at the same time differences come. 

-
Language is discourse of power , it implies history of way of life.-

In post colonial, universality has been the biases for imperialism.   

……………………………………

-THE END-

 Lecture 10

Miss Eaman

Postcolonial

· Postcolonial criticism is deeply rooted in the concept of imperialism, which means power or authority by some country over another country; it is also the concept of hegemony. Hegemony is a situation in which one state or country has control over another country, thus the concept of colony. 
· Here we see two powers, one is the colonizer and the other is the colonized. The subject people, or the subject state, have no power of their own; they are controlled by the colonizers. Suppose there is country (A) and country (B). Country (A) captured country (B) by war or conquest. Now country (A) is ruling country (B), and country (A) has its own style of political ideas and its own terms of trade. This means that country (A) (the ruling state or the colonizer) will impose what suits country (A) on country (B). Country (A) (the colonizer) uses the help of country (B) (the colonized) to capture country (C). Once again, country (A) will impose its own terms of trade, its cultural values, its own language, and its political ideas on the subject state or people of country (C) for the benefit of the ruling state (country A) like what happened in WWII. There were so many hegemons in WWII. So, when the English ruled other countries, they applied their own language, their own terms of trade, their language, their own cultural values, and their own political system; the subject state or people were definitely influenced by this. 

· The first of the three reasons for Imperialism is the economy. The ruling state rules over another state for economic purposes. The second reason is that they want the ruled state to help them in the ruling of other states; for example in the case of Mussolini and Hitler. Mussolini and Hitler believed Imperialism to be a struggle for survival. 

Postcolonial literature and literary criticism: 

· First you must understand the concept of Orientalism and the Occident which became the subject of postcolonial criticism. Orientalism was the name of a book written by Edward Said. Post-colonial studies in the 1980’s began to be recognized as an independent field of study with the publication of this book in 1978. Before this book was published there wasn’t the concept of postcolonial studies. This field of study has given rise to great trends of critical ideas, concepts, problems, and debates. Post-colonial studies involve the discussion of migration, resistance, representation, differences, race, gender, and place. 

· The word ‘Orientalism’ comes from Orient, which means the East that included Asian countries. The opposite of Orient is Occident, which means the West, which included the European countries. In history, we have seen that the Occident ruled over the Orient for a long time. Oriental meant the quality, mannerism, or customs characteristic of the Orient; or acquiring the knowledge of Asian cultures, languages, and people. An orientalist is a person from the occident but has the knowledge of orient languages, cultures and people. And the opposite is the occidental who comes from the East and has the knowledge of the occident (The West), western culture, people and language.

· Orientalism is the basis for the postcolonial literature and criticism. Orientalism may mean the East as described by the West, or the East in the eyes of the West; it is how the West sees the Eastern people, culture, and languages. Orientalism is a term applied to a category of subject matters referring to the depiction of East by Western artists or writers in the 19th century; it is how Western writers have described the East, Eastern people, or Eastern languages. 

· English is spoken and read all over the world because the world has become globalized like a single home; therefore one has to know the literature of other countries by learning one language like English. By focusing on other languages the mother-tongue loses its beauty. 

· The term ‘Orientalism’ was referred to by Western artists in the 19th century. The question of Orientalism was first raised by Edward Said in his book Orientalism. According to him, Western people considered themselves to be superior and enlightened, whereas they looked to the East as inferior and should be enlightened. 

· According to the Western view, they believed that they were superior, rational, and disciplined, whereas they saw the Eastern people as inferior, irrational, and undisciplined. They also said that colonizing in the 19th century was the purpose of enlightening the East that was in a dark position. According to Edward Said, he said that the Eastern people were not inferior, irrational, undisciplined or undemocratic. The Western writers saw Eastern people as undisciplined, irrational, living in superstitions and undeveloped; thus they believed them to be in the dark, whereas they were the enlightened. 

· According to Edward Said, this is the Western description of the East. Edward Said’s book Orientalism gained much recognition. According to him, the orient is the place of heroes, the ancient, and the greatest and oldest countries. When Imperialism was coming close after WWI, and when the Western ruled over the Eastern people and culture, we can see this in the works of artists. He also said that the source of separation between the East and the West was the cultural values.

· Postcolonial issues included universality and difference, representation and resistance, nationalism, race, and place. Edward Said’s concept was based on the three points; the first point was to articulate the cultural position of the orient. In the second point, he examined Western speech or discourse about the Orient in general. The third point was bringing to light the struggle of the Palestinians to regain their homeland. Palestine as a country captured by the Jews where the Jews don’t have the right to build their homes. Because of this point he was criticized for being a fighter for Palestine instead of being a critic. 

· Edward Said has written around six books. Before his book Orientalism, the question of Orientalism was not raised. His first book was Beginnings, published in 1975 then a second book was Orientalism, published in 1978.  His book The Question of Palestine was published in 1970, then The World, the Text and the Critic. And his last work was Culture and Imperialism. 

· Regarding universality and differences, it is said that a great writer should be universal in order to reach all the people of the world; reaching the world considering it as having universal themes, otherwise the work is not universal and will not be read by the people of the world. For example, Shakespeare, Dante, and Goethe were some of the great writers of the world; we find universality in their works. But at the same time, in one of his sonnets, Shakespeare described summer as the season of beauty; this is not universal. In Eastern lands, summer means humidity and hot weather. 

· Universality is one characteristic of postcolonial writers. Because of the notion of universality, human nature is marginalized, the distinguishing characteristics, and the cultural differences between postcolonial societies are excluded. 

· Regarding universality, it is considered as characteristic of Imperial control. Universality is a fundamental concept of colonial power; universality is characteristic of those who occupy positions of power, and how the legitimacy to lead in the world. Thus, they use language to impose power and to control the world. 

· The universality had been the essence of Imperialism, at the same time differences come.
……………………………………

-THE END-
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Edward Said

   Circumstantiality Is a literary and cultural theory.

2 books ,most famous : Orientalism 

     E. Said :is basically literary and critical theorist .

   Post-colonial studies ,it is said ,a term  ……with all  ……and complexity  .implies an aspect of colonial process life migralisam  ,slavery ,suppression ,resistance ,representation ,differences , race , gender , place . …. one points can be called post-colonial, ….. together form the complex fabric of the field , all these points are considered in the post colonial studies .And this became highlighted in E.  Said’s book Orientalism .

Edward’s theory : Circumstantiality

1- Said argues that no theory can be adopted in all situations and cases .In another words ,no theory  is complete .The dynamism of the human experience  always introduced something different .

By Circumstantiality , it is said that it imposes a local and private atmosphere .But it enriches human experience giving it a universal quality .( applies to all nations ) 

This theory is the core of Said’s attitude towards literature and life.

                      Literature should be local and private <<<< if you go through his book , The World the Text and the Critic . was inspired by his belief in the worldliness of literature. The book focuses on the connection between text and actualities of human life. John Austen an political writer .

Said’s aim was to expose a kind of public side ( a worldly side) of the text that is usually ignored .

2- Cultural :
Cultural is the basic thing for Said’s writings. 

I- To articulate the cultural position and the taste of intellectual and critics .
E.g.  Enlightened X benighted

Western writers : their cultural is the English toned And Western focus on Muslims and especially Arabs. Islamic cultural has been the focus of the west ; they say , their cultural is English toned , superior …………….

………..

II – to examine western discourse about the orient in general ( and Muslims in particular)

III –to bring the light to the Palestinian struggle , to regain homeland. 

For these three concepts  Said is known in this history of criticism .He says that he…..his views  Circumstantiality and cultural .

What cultural means ?

According to him , it is a source of identity .And one can be known by this cultural  he \she is belong to .Individuals tend to recognize the ………… by maintaining certain cultural differences from other cultures  and nations .

مثال خارجي :

There is 

A and B belong to a different cultures .

A is known by its cultural 

B is known by it cultural 

There are no similarities between A and B, and there are differences.

For we can define it :

Culture is a body of discipline that maintains and effective force of knowledge  with direct links with power .

Said argues that literary life in the Arab world has been  affected by cultural .At present time , cultural in Arab societies became an extension of politics .Therefore literary products in each country reflects the states politics .

مهم جداً

Imperialism and the relation b\t colonizers and the colonized show the hegemony of cultural .If country A conquer country B , whatever the cultural of A is ,their cultural is greater then B they …affect cultural of B. This is hegemony.

Detention of hegemony:

When a country ruled and control another country .

A>> ruler 

B >> ruled ,subject country is influenced by colonizers.

European ((think   themselves )) their cultural is great , the best in the world , but we are have our own cultural .When [our]  country is conquered  , the colonizing  country always apply hegemony and try to impose their cultural on country B .Then B will lose their identity .

Imperialism  

Has been sustained  not only thorough domination and physical force but also the quotidian process of hegemony. Cultural  is productive and this is what gives the state its strength .Therefore , cultural serves authority . Studies that are connected with the colonized express the real of the colonizer to restore and reshape the others the Western hegemony.

The striking consequences has been to disguise the power situation and to conceal how much the experience of the stranger  party overlaps with and strangely depends on the  weaker.

Filiations and Affiliation

Bilingual 


Relation for father ,son, daughter.

Filiations : expresses bilingual   affinity .Each individual has certain origins or belongs to a family which leaves an impact on person. The family is the basis of the kind of the relationship in which the father may leave absolute power over the other members of the family .But on the other hand , affiliation builds relationships among individuals on intellectual and political basis .

The connection b\t affiliation and filiations is strong in the sense one concept can replace the other in the life of societies , intellectual and men of literature .

The contemporary critical consciousness stand b\t temptation represented by two formidable and relative …..

One is cultural to which critics are bound (filiatiraly   ) many critics should bound with the cultural relation of father and son .critics and cultural related in a filiatirarly .The other is a method or system acquired affiliatively   .

Both of these powers exert pressures that have been building towards the contemporary situation for long periods of time. 

You should keep in your mind:

- cultural

- ……… 

- Filiations

-  Affiliation

1- E. Said said that this Eurocentric prejudice ……… Arab Islamic peoples and their cultural .

2 – Said asserted that much Western Study of Islamic was political  intellectualism bent on self affirmation rather than objective study.

……………………………………

-THE END-

Lecture 11

Miss Eaman

Imperialism

· Post-colonial criticism is deeply rooted in the history of ‘imperialism’. (Imperialism) comes from a Latin word ‘imperial’ that means power, authority, command, dominion, reign, or empire. All those words, to some extent, give the sense of using power. 
· Powerful countries use power upon weaker countries. By imperialism, it is said that it is a strategy by which a state aims to extend its control forcibly over other states and people. This is not only for the control by military; rather it is economic and cultural control. When the question of colonialism comes, this one is the foremost; the powerful country subjugate (to defeat and control) another country and make it obey the winner country. 
· The imperialistic power subjugated the weaker states and people. Apart from this, the ruling state (the imperialistic state) imposes its own terms of trade, its political ideas, its own cultural values, and its own language upon the subject state or people. 
· The logic behind imperialism means to subjugate the weaker state or people, and it is said that control over other state or other people is not just a military control; it is also economic and cultural. When a ruling state controls another state, definitely, it applies its own terms of trade, and also its political ideas. There are so many systems of government, so definitely they apply the system of government which will give them benefit. 
· Regarding the terms of trade, there are many rules and regulations. The ruling state will apply its terms of trade that are fit, suitable, and that which will give more benefit. They will also apply their own cultural values, and their own language. 
· Once there was a fight between powerful countries on making colonies. A colony is a term that is used to describe making the other state or people a colonial part. 
· There are two powers, one is the colonizing power (ruler), and the other is the colonized (ruled). The colonizing power rules over the colonized. 
· However, it is said that the history of imperialism as we know with its full meaning dates back to the last half of the 19th century. On the other hand, the concept and practice of imperialism is as old as civilization itself. 
· In modern times, Imperialism has been categorized into three periods. The first phase 1492 to the mid 18th century. In that period, Spain, Portugal, England, and the Netherlands established their colonies. 
· From the mid 19th century to WWI, the term has gained great momentum. There were imperialistic powers between were Belgium, France, Germany, and Italy. 
· By the end of the 19th century, one fifth of the land and population came under the English rule. Regarding the colonizing power, the reasons or the motives (purposes) behind imperialism, the first reason was economy. 
· However, there are some skeptical writers like Adam Smith the great economist and David Ricardo who do not believe that the purpose of Imperialism was economic. Because, economically it only benefits a small group of people and never the nation as a whole. 
· From an economical perspective, Lenin, who was a Marxist, said that Imperialism is the natural home of Capitalism. He said that colonizing nations subjugated the market and allowed for a place for their over production and surplus capital. 
· For example, if we have a market where products are manufactured locally, whatever the people need they will buy it from their market. On the other hand, the people are paying the local workers or manufacturers; this becomes a cycle that goes on endlessly and everyone is happy, there is no need to go to another nation or country for help. When a capitalist country wants to subjugate this market it imposes its own items and its own terms and rules of trade. Thus, the local workers and manufacturers will suffer and the local nation will suffer. For example, China imposes its own means of imperialism by invading the markets with its own products. In this way the local products are affected. 
· The capitalist wants to subjugate other countries to accommodate its surplus capital. This is the first reason for Imperialism.
· The second reason is the security of the home-state. For example, if a nation or powerful country subjugates another nation by war, it will allow the rules that suit the colonizing nation and impose its own terms of trade. And definitely, the people of the subjugated country will help the colonizing nation in wars with other countries. 
· However, Hitler, Mussolini, Machiavelli, and Bacon believed Imperialism to be a natural struggle for survival. This means that if you subjugate a nation you can survive; otherwise, you cannot. Hitler was from Germany, Mussolini was from Italy and was famous for feudalism (power in one hand), and Machiavelli is often quoted in literature.  Machiavelli said that a ruler may use tricks, even dishonest tricks, to control over people and rule other nations. 
· Every powerful nation feared that it would be subjugated. So, in order to secure the home-state the powerful nation increased its colonies. The first motive for imperialism is when the capital of a country is not sufficient and it wants to increase its economy by subjugating another country. When a country has strong economy the people become strong, not the ruling state. Therefore, Adam Smith and David Ricardo believed that Imperialism for economic gain benefited a small group of people, not the nation as a whole. The economic gain is the heart of Capitalism. 
· The ruling class can gain more benefit by capturing the market of other nations; this can be done by subjugation and control. Therefore, they pressure the people of the other country to purchase their items. 
· Besides, in order to maintain the large military forces a country needs money. So, for maintaining money, law and order in a country, they make colonies of other countries in order to become more powerful. 
· How did Russian Formalism give new dimension (aspect) to literary criticism? Russian Formalism gave new dimension to literary criticism: first, it rejected the previous and gave new interpretation of literary works. 
……………………………………

-THE END-

Lecture 12

Miss Eaman
· Last lecture we defined Orientalism, what is the East and the Western view of the East. Edward Said is a literary and cultural theorist. Before the book of Edward Said Orientalism, the question of the East in the eyes of the West did not exist. Regarding postcolonial studies, it is said that this term resonates with all the ambiguities and the complexities of the different cultures and experiences; it examines and intersects all aspects of the colonial process, from the beginning of the colonial. Postcolonial theory involves the discussion of the experiences of various kinds: migration, slavery, suppression, resistance, representation, difference, race, gender, and place. No one point can be called postcolonial; rather, they form the complex fabric of the field. All these points are considered in postcolonial studies. This was highlighted in the time of Edward Said with his book Orientalism. 

Edward Said gave many theories: 

· Circumstantialities: according to Edward Said, he argues that no theory can be adopted in all situations and cases; in other words, no theory is complete. The dynamism of human experience always introduces something different. By the circumstantialities, it is said that it imposes a local and private atmosphere; but it enriches human experience giving it a universal quality that applies to all nations. This theory is the core of Edward Said’s attitude towards literature and life. If you go through the book of Edward Said The World, the Text, and the Critic you will find that it was inspired by his belief in the worldliness of literature; he advocated the worldliness of literature in which literature conveys the message of the world, not one country, nation, race or gender. According to this theory, his book focuses on the connection between text and the actualities (realities) of human life, politics, societies, and events. Simply remember that according to his circumstantialities, Said argues that no theory is complete and can be applied in all cases and situations, as he said that human experience always introduces something different; however, these circumstantialities impose a local and private atmosphere. In the same time, being local and private, it enriches the human experience giving it a universal quality. According to this local and private view we see study Edward Said’s attitude towards literature and life. 

· All of his books have an historical and social quality; the idea of worldliness is to show writers like Jane Austen. Said is known for being an unpolitical writer, when actually he was a political writer. By this theory, Said’s aim was to expose a kind of public side, rather a worldly side of text that is easily known. Before Said came into the limelight the text was not seen from its worldly side. Said explains his theory that a book should contain a universal concept. 

· Said’s next point was culture. Culture was the basis for Said’s writing. His first purpose was to articulate the cultural position and the task of the intellectual and the critic. A society is known by its culture; wherever you go in the world you find a culture. We can say, for example, that Saudi Arabia has its own culture. Western people believed that their culture is the enlightened culture; eastern people were considered the benighted or the dark culture. Western writers believed that they have their culture is the enlightened culture because they have the rational quality. The West here focuses on the Muslim, and especially Arabic culture as the benighted, irrational and inferior culture. Before Edward Said, no one proposed this question. So, his second theory was to examine Western discourse about the Orient in general, and Arabs and Muslims in particular. His third point was to bring to light the Palestinians’ struggle to regain their homeland. For these three concepts he is known in the history of literary criticism. 

· According to Edward Said, culture is a source of identity; one can be known by the culture he or she has. Individuals tend to recognize themselves by maintaining certain cultural differences from other cultures and nations; every country, nation, community and race has its own culture. An individual is recognized by his or her own culture. No two nations or castes have similar cultures. Suppose there is group A and group B; whatever the culture of B it is known by this culture, the same is also true for A. So, there is no symmetry; rather, there are differences between culture A and culture B. Said was known for raising the question of culture. We can define culture as a body of disciplines that maintain some effective force of knowledge with direct links with power. Regarding culture, Said again argues that literary life in the Arab world had been affected by culture. At present time, culture in Arab societies became an extension of politics. Therefore, literary products in each country reflect the state’s politics. 

· Imperialism and the relation between colonizers and the colonized show the hegemony of culture. If country A conquered and ruled country B, whatever the culture of A, A will think its culture as greater than the culture of B and country A will show how its culture is different from the culture of B; this is Hegemony. The culture of country B (the colonized and the subject country) is influenced by the culture of country A (the colonizer and ruler). For hundreds of years, the Europeans thought of their culture as greater than other cultures. When country B is defeated by country A, country A applies hegemony of culture; it imposes its culture on country B, and so country B will definitely lose its identity. Regarding this, it is said that Imperialism has been sustained not only through domination and physical force, but also through the quotidian (on a daily basis) process of hegemony. By Imperialism the Europeans ruled over other countries. 

· Again, it is said that culture is productive, and this is what interested its study. Therefore, culture subs authority. ?? is the term connected with the colonized expressing the need of the colonizer to restore and reshape the other for the Western hegemony. The striking consequence has been to decide the power situation and to conceive how much the experience of the stranger party overlaps with and externally depends on the bigger. The book Orientalism gives a lot of information regarding Western writers and intellectuals, and how culture in the Eastern world has been affected by the Western intellectuals. 

· There is also the discussion about filiations and affiliations. The two terms were introduced by Edward Said. The word (Filiations) expresses biological affinity; each individual has certain origins or belongs to a family which links and inbreeds on the person; such as the relation between father and son or daughter. The family is the basis of the kind of relationship in which the father may have absolute power over other members of the family. On the other hand, (affiliations) expresses a relationship among individuals on intellectual and political basis; it basically expresses the relationship among writers. The connection between (affiliations) and (filiations) is strong in the sense that one concept can replace the other in the life of societies, intellectuals, and men of literature. 

· Regarding culture, it is said that it is one to which critics are bound filiatively. Critics are bound to culture filiatively like the relationship of father and son; culture should be intact and it should not be changed. Critics should maintain the culture.  

· The contemporary critical consciousness stands between temptation represented by two formidable and related powers. Here he says that there are two forces or powers; one is culture to which critics are bound filiatively, and the other is a matter or system acquired affiliatively. Both of these powers add a pressure that has been building towards the contemporary situation for a long period of time. 

· Regarding Edward Said, keep in mind his concepts of culture, circumstantialities, and affiliations and filiations. For more elaboration, he said that the Eurocentric prejudices Arabo-Islamic people and their culture. Apart from this, Edward Said said that this Eurocentric prejudice against Arabo-Islamic people and their culture; he argued that the long tradition of false and romanticized images of Asia and the Middle East in the Western culture gave justification for Europe and the U.S’s colonial and Imperial ambitions. In Orientalism, Said asserted that much of the Western study of Islamic civilization was political and intellectual built on self-affirmation rather than objective study. He concluded that Western writings about the Orient depict it as an irrational and weak, contrasted with the rational and strong West. He suggests that this contrast derives from the need to create difference between the West and the East. 

……………………………………

-THE END-
Edward Said

Circumstantiality

Written by: R. R. 

1. Circumstantiality is a literary and cultural theory.

Migration, slavery, suppression, resistance, representation, differences, race, gender, place are the complex fabric of the field.

Said argues that no theory can be adopted in all situations and cases. In these words no theory is complete. The dynamism of the human experience always introduces something different.

By Circumstantiality it is said that it imposes a local and private atmosphere but it enriches human experiences giving it a universal* quality. (Applied to all)

This quality is the core of Edward Said's attitude towards literature and life.

The World, the Text and Critic was inspired by his belief in the worldliness of literature. The book focuses on the connection between text and the actualities of Human life, politics, societies, and events.

Jane Austen is a famous nonpolitical writer. Said's aim was to expose a kind of public side that is a worldly side of text that is usually ignored.

2. Culture is the basic of Said's writing.

Said's Concept of the Text:

1- To articulate the cultural position and the task of intellectual and critic.

Enlightened X benighted

2- To examine western discourse about the orient in general. 

      Muslims as seen by westerners.

3- To bring to light the Palestinian struggle to regain homelands. 

Said theory of Culture:

Culture is a source of identity. Individuals tend to recognize themselves by maintaining certain cultural differences from other cultures and nations. It is a body of disciplines that maintain an effective force of knowledge with direct links with power.

Said argues that literary life in Arab world has been affected by other cultures. At the present time cultures in Arab societies because of an extension of politics. Therefore, literary products in each country reflect the state's politics.

Imperialism, and the relation between colonizer and colonized show the hegemony of cultures. (Imp.!)

E. g. 

If country A conquers country B, whatever happens country A thinks they are superior to country B.

When a country rules another country, the culture of the colonized is affected by the colonizer's. This is hegemony of culture. 

Quotidian process of hegemony goes on continuously until it turns into imperialism. 

Imperialism has been sustained not only through domination and physical forces but also through quotidian process of hegemony.

Thus, culture is production and this is what gives the state its strength. Therefore, culture serves authority. Studies that are connected with the colonized express the need of colonizers to restore and reshape the others for the western hegemony. The striking consequence has been to disguise the power situation and to conceal how much the experience of the stronger party overlaps with and strangely depends on the weaker. 

3- Filiation and Affiliation:

Filiation( responsibility, biological affinity.   Affiliation( intellectual. 

These two terms are related to Said.

Filiation expresses biological affinity each individual has certain origins or belongs to a family which leaves an imprint on the person. The family is the basis of the kind of relationship in which the father may have absolute power over the members of the family.

Affiliation builds relationship among individuals on intellectual and political basis.

The relation between affiliation and filiation is strong in the sense that one concept can replace the other in the life of societies, intellectuals, and men of literature.

The contemporary critical consciousness stands between temptations represented by two formidable and related powers. One is culture to which critics are bound filiatively, and the other is a method or system acquired affiliatively.

Both of these powers exert pressure that has been building towards the contemporary situation for long periods of time:

1- Said claimed that this Eurocentric prejudice against Arabo-Islamic people and their culture.

2- He asserted that much western studies of Islamic civilization were political intellectualism built on self affirmation rather than objective study.
……………………………………

-THE END-

Instructions:
The Final Exam:
من كل شي أخذناه:

R.R. narrate and horizon expectation ,post-colonial criticism .

* what is the post-colonial criticism ?

And the issues of it ,its studies .

What are Edward S. theories? His Orientalism

The Handout 

 post-colonial issues

1- universality and differences .in literal is it there ? what is the difference

2 – Representation and differences .How the west represent their society ? 

3 – Nationalism .What is it ?

4 – Place. What is it ?

نركز على كل هالنقاط ونعرف معناها.

Edward S. concluded that Western writings  about the orient depicted it as an irrational , weak , contrasted with rational and strong , in contrast  he suggested derives from the need to create differences b\t in the west and in the east .

These lectures were written/edited by many girls, Hin Al-Rashid, Muna AL-Gazawani, Muna AL-Fares, Masheal Al-Shamsi, Reem Al-Amry, Mai Al-Balushi, Nouf Al-Murakhi, Doa'a Aljodaibi, Amal Al-Rowisan, Asrar Al-Gharib, Alanoud Al-Ajmi, Deemah Al-Modara, Batool Ghalib, and others whom I don’t know!

Thank you!

Your friend, Nora Hajla,

Good luck friends,

Happy summer vacation and congratulations girls ^-^

Love you all (K)… Tue, 22 June 2010, ….. –END-[image: image3.png]
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