Poetry
Fourth year-Second semester
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock
T.S. Eliot
The 3rd lecture:                                                                                                                                                                        د.فوزية
We talked first of all about the invitation. Then we moved to the fog and then we moved to the theme of time and timelessness and then with the question about the courage; do I dare to disturb the universe? Then we have analyses about the sardonic measurement of how Prufrock measures his life according to this polite society.  Then we moved into the knowledge that we feel that Prufrock is aware of his society.
	Shall I say, I have gone at dusk through narrow streets

	And watched the smoke that rises from the pipes

	Of lonely men in shirt-sleeves, leaning out of windows?…


If he cuts himself from his society (by criticizing them and objecting to their behaviors), he will be alone. He will be like those men leaning out of windows and smoking cigars. When they lean from the window this means that they have no one at home to talk. One leans out of window to be watching life. There is no one with him/her to speak to or to enjoy time. So, he is alone. He becomes like a watcher; a person who watches others. The window is like a gate to the world. Most of the time, you watch people because you cannot be part of the real world. So, you are a spectator. If he cuts himself from his society, he will end up alone smoking cigars. You remember the butt-ends? He does not want to be butt-end/ useless. Butt-end= useless part of the cigarette. It is thrown into the garbage. If he cuts himself from his world, he will be lonely smoking cigar and looking from the window. This image of isolation connotes or reflects that the modern world, unfortunately, with all its rapid movement isolates man. The idea of watching through the window and smoking cigarette reflects the theme of isolation in modern life. The rapid state of modern life forces modern man to become isolated. You are so busy and you have so many things to do, so you do not have time to socialize and be part of others’ life.
Of lonely men in shirt-sleeves, leaning out of windows?
We feel that the speaker here is in a state of digression (confusion). He did not achieve anything and at the same time, nothing can be achieved. He lives in a state of digression; not achieved or can be achieved. So, the lonely men image here it reflects the exterior world of the isolated modern world. This helps us in understanding why Prufrock does not have enough courage to disturb the world that he lives in. 
	I should have been a pair of ragged claws

	Scuttling across the floors of silent seas.



You remember the image of the sea (oyster-shells). He describes himself like a pair of ragged claws/ a creature with claws. You know the crab. A crab is one of the scavengers. Scavenger= garbage eater/ eat leftovers. We feel debasement. He is a kind of a low creature. We notice the imagery of the sea as silent. ‘Silent’ means dead/ no life. He compares himself like a crab. It is an indication of futility/ an indication of his old age/ his insignificance. The crab is a creature of the sea but he is a scavenger/ garbage eater. It does not have significance like a fish because it lives at the bottom of the sea. So, it collects the garbage of the sea. Notice how the sea is described as silent. Silent is an indication of death. 
So, the crab lives upon the leftover and e makes his way on the seafloor. It is similar to the speaker. The speaker Prufrock is not a great man. He is not significant in this polite society. He is part of the society. We have here the theme of debasement (degrading the self/ humiliation). We have the imagery of debasement in these lines. 
	And the afternoon, the evening, sleeps so peacefully!
	[bookmark: 75]75

	Smoothed by long fingers,
	[bookmark: 76]

	Asleep … tired … or it malingers,
	[bookmark: 77]

	Stretched on the floor, here beside you and me.
	[bookmark: 78]

	Should I, after tea and cakes and ices,
	[bookmark: 79]

	Have the strength to force the moment to its crisis?
	[bookmark: 80]80

	But though I have wept and fasted, wept and prayed,
	[bookmark: 81]

	Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) brought in upon a platter,
	[bookmark: 82]

	I am no prophet—and here’s no great matter;
	[bookmark: 83]

	I have seen the moment of my greatness flicker,
	[bookmark: 84]

	And I have seen the eternal Footman hold my coat, and snicker,
	

	And in short, I was afraid
	



 We have self justification of why he cannot take an action/ why he cannot change the world. At the beginning of this verse paragraph, he says 
And the afternoon, the evening, sleeps so peacefully!
Time is passing. (The afternoon and the evening) look at the sequence of time. 
	Smoothed by long fingers,

	Asleep … tired … or it malingers,


Time here is goes by/ life passes by. Life will not stop for Prufrock. 
Stretched on the floor, here beside you and me.
Time is passing. Life has passed after all of this long life. Remember Prufrock is a middle-age man maybe he is in late forties. 
Should I, after tea and cakes and ices,      >>>>>>>>It is a reference to the tea parties.
Have the strength to force the moment to its crisis?
Look at this comic kind of rhyme (ices/ crisis). Is he a hero to commit such an action? Of course not, he is incapable. His inaction is constantly type to the society that he lives/ to the world of polite society. 
	Have the strength to force the moment to its crisis?

	But though I have wept and fasted, wept and prayed,

	Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) brought in upon a platter,

	I am no prophet—and here’s no great matter;



In these four lines we have a biblical allusion. What does that mean? The biblical reference is to John the Baptist. He is a man who could not be deceived and could not be forced to change his idealistic views. So, he refused to abide to hypocrite society that he lives in, so he was killed and his head was brought on a plate for Salome. So, here we have prophet. A prophet is a messenger of God/ a man who has a mission/ a man who has a goal to be fulfilled. Prufrock here has no idealistic views. He does not believe truly. He cannot sacrifice himself like John the Baptist. Prufrock is aware for his abilities. He is self-conscious person. (I am no prophet سطر)  We have a biblical allusion here comparing Prufrock to John the Baptist because John the Baptist sacrifices himself for his prophetic mission/ his mission as a prophet.  
I have seen the moment of my greatness flicker,    >>>>>> You see how imagines himself to do a great action. 
And I have seen the eternal Footman hold my coat, and snicker, 
And in short, I was afraid. 
Who is the eternal footman? Death
What kind of confession is this? This is a confession of cowardice (incapable of action). His is a coward. 
We have a stream of consciousness going forth and back and forth and back and so on. You remember earlier he said ‘and how can presume?’ how can I start over? This means that he could not find love first and second he cannot find people to accept him as he is. So, he is accepted in this hypocrite society which presents to him some kind of life instead of being alone and isolated from his world. This is one of the evils of the modern life with its rapid change. With its quick change in life itself, it forces man to be isolated from his society.  
And would it have been worth it, after all, >>>>>the same language is repeated.
	After the cups, the marmalade, the tea,
	[bookmark: 88]

	Among the porcelain, among some talk of you and me,
	


All these refer to the parties. These are social scenes.
	Would it have been worth while,
	[bookmark: 90]90

	To have bitten off the matter with a smile,
	[bookmark: 91]

	To have squeezed the universe into a ball
	




Again we have an allusion to Marvell’s ‘To His Coy Mistress’. In ‘To his Coy Mistress’, the speaker tells his beloved we have to enjoy love and we have to enjoy physical love because you are growing old and you are going to lose your beauty. And then you will no pleasure and joy in it. So, let’s enjoy our life as if we are squeezing the whole universe into a ball. What does this metaphorical line mean?
	To have squeezed the universe into a ball
	[bookmark: 92]

	To roll it toward some overwhelming question,
	



It is as if it is balling. For him it is impossible to do this. 
	To say: “I am Lazarus, come from the dead,
	[bookmark: 94]

	Come back to tell you all, I shall tell you all”—
	



Lazarus is again a biblical reference. He is beggar who was risen from the dead by Jesus to tell the truth. Prufrock compares himself to say I am Lazarus, I cannot force and change my world into ball and throwing to an overwhelming question and to say that I am Lazarus / I have come from the dead to tell you the truth.  
What does he mean by this? I cannot change my society with my single action by forcing my society to accept the reality and to accept the truth. Here we can see that Prufrock feels that he is worthless/ that he is even insignificant or trivial to his society. He is insignificant; he is part of the society as anyone. Notice how Prufrock speculate / to contemplate/ think over and think over. This is one of the characteristic of hesitant person. The hesitant people keep on saying the same over and over until the end. So, the speculation upon what would happen leads him unfortunately to this; he can do nothing. 
	If one, settling a pillow by her head,
	[bookmark: 96]

	Should say: “That is not what I meant at all;
	[bookmark: 97]

	That is not it, at all.”
	



Here we could see that Prufrock speaks frankly or objects to his society that his society will not understand him. So, here he misunderstood by his society. At the same time here Prufrock says it is too late to act. Prufrock speaks of what would have happened if it is not too late. He thinks of what will happen if I act. 
And would it have been worth it, after all,
Notice the repetition. 
	Would it have been worth while,
	[bookmark: 100]100

	After the sunsets and the dooryards and the sprinkled streets,
	[bookmark: 101]

	After the novels, after the teacups, after the skirts that trail along the floor—
	[bookmark: 102]



All these references refer to the social gathering whether on the beach, in parks, in gardens, or in houses.
	And this, and so much more?—
	[bookmark: 103]

	It is impossible to say just what I mean!
	



Here we could feel that the speaker unfortunately fails to master the language that reflects his own feelings. We realize that he is impotent/ incapable of production. 
	But as if a magic lantern threw the nerves in patterns on a screen:
	[bookmark: 105]105

	Would it have been worth while
	[bookmark: 106]

	If one, settling a pillow or throwing off a shawl,
	



Look at the word ‘magic lantern’. And look at the power of the light throwing the nerves in pattern on a screen/ the magnifying image of a picture. Still he needs the power similar to the power of a magic lantern and at the same time, the magic lantern or light, what does light do in darkness? It means everything clear but for him, he does not have the power of a magic lantern. 

	If one, settling a pillow or throwing off a shawl,
	[bookmark: 107]

	And turning toward the window, should say:
	[bookmark: 108]

	“That is not it at all,
	[bookmark: 109]

	That is not what I meant, at all.”
	



Again the speaker is afraid of being misunderstood by his society. That is why he keeps on speculating/ reflecting on the same idea over and over and over exposing his reason.  
	No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;
	[bookmark: 111]

	Am an attendant lord, one that will do
	[bookmark: 112]

	To swell a progress, start a scene or two,
	[bookmark: 113]

	Advise the prince; no doubt, an easy tool,
	[bookmark: 114]

	Deferential, glad to be of use,
	[bookmark: 115]115

	Politic, cautious, and meticulous;
	[bookmark: 116]

	Full of high sentence, but a bit obtuse;
	[bookmark: 117]

	At times, indeed, almost ridiculous—
	[bookmark: 118]

	Almost, at times, the Fool.
	







This is one of the few passages that are lyrical in this poem. He says Hamlet. Hamlet is one of the great tragic heroes of Shakespeare. Hamlet here first of all knew about the death of his father. A ghost told him about the murder of his father. He suspected his uncle and started to watch and speculate. He wanted to kill his uncle but he had a state of temporary kind of insanity because he was hesitant, annoyed and frustrated. But at the end he took revenge. Prufrock here says I am not Prince Hamlet. He admits that he is not like Hamlet. They actually have this characteristic of hesitation. 
We could say that Prufrock is a modern tragic hero. We could say that he is a mock her because look at the irony here No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;). So, he alludes to Hamlet. This is an ironical allusion. When he says (I am not Prince Hamlet), this is giving the sense of worthlessness and triviality for Prufrock who cannot reach the level of Hamlet. 
Am an attendant lord, one that will do
Attendant lord= the lord who serves the prince. 
	To swell a progress, start a scene or two,
	

	Advise the prince; no doubt, an easy tool,
	



He has knowledge. Anyone who gives an advice must be knowledgeable. (an easy tool): he was an attendant lord and now he is tool. He is degrading himself.
	Deferential, glad to be of use,
	115

	Politic, cautious, and meticulous;
	

	Full of high sentence, but a bit obtuse;
	



Full of high sentence= I have skill of language. / (a bit obtuse)= not very sharp in intelligence. 
Here we have so many details about the characteristics of Prufrock. He was not sharp in his intelligence. He has skill of language. He is useful to people. But he was incapable of great actions. 
At times, indeed, almost ridiculous— >>>>>> you see the comic sense here?
Almost, at times, the Fool.
Who is the fool? It is the stock character in the plays in the Elizabethan drama. See how he debased himself from not the prince to lord, tool, ridiculous and then fool. The fool in the Elizabethan drama is a stock character. He is funny/ silly/ comic. He compares himself to the fool. He started from higher to lower, but there is truth in what he says and what he says in true. And this is what he feels. 
	I grow old … I grow old …
	[bookmark: 120]120

	I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled.
	


This is very comic and tragic at the same time. We feel that the speaker here lament/ cries upon his youth. He laments the loss of his youth. I will be wearing like the fashion of the day. The fashion of the day they roll the bottoms of trousers. You see what it is tragic and comic at the same time. (I grow old …. I grow old) it is tragic at the beginning because he is lamenting upon his youth and comic because still he clings to the superficiality of the society. 
	Shall I part my hair behind? Do I dare to eat a peach?
	[bookmark: 122]

	I shall wear white flannel trousers, and walk upon the beach.
	[bookmark: 123]

	I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.
	





(Shall I part my hair behind) that was a Parisian fashion at the day. The fashion here has the superficiality. Look at the peach, what does this connote to? The forbidden fruit. Do I have the courage to eat the forbidden peach?! Peach also in Chinese culture is a symbol of marriage and immortality. It is also a symbol of female gentility. So, it is a reference to productivity and feminine source. 
Here when we refer to the peach, of course it leads us back to the overwhelming question which is actually the question about marriage. All of the speculation here goes back to this question of marriage. Prufrock here loves a woman and I think if he loves her truly, he would act, but unfortunately, he is confused. So, he will go to that social gathering and propose to that lady but he is afraid of the rejection. If he is rejected, he will be humiliated and if he is humiliated, he cannot face this society and then he will be again left alone. This is similar to the idea of changing the society. 
	I shall wear white flannel trousers, and walk upon the beach.
	

	I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.
	


 Again the dress of the fashion and walking upon the beach. 
You remember Ulysses? After he fought in the Trojan War, he travelled back to Ithaca. On his way he experienced a ten-years journey in which he was captured by Calypso who enchanted the sailors and this is an island of beautiful woman and when the sailors arrived to this enchanting island, they are turned into animals/ an indication of animal instinct in men. Ulysses is protected by Zeus. He could release himself and leave the island. The reference here is about the mermaids who used to entice and enchant the sailors. (the mermaids) it is an allusion to Ulysses.    
I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.
They are singing to each other which means that he is insignificant. 
I do not think that they will sing to me.
This is because he is not significant. He is not like Ulysses/ he is not a great hero, so nobody is going to sing for him. He is an anti-romantic figure. Women will not sing for him, the mermaids in particular. Women ignore him even in the social parties. And thus if he proposed to a lady he thinks that he is in love with, she is afraid of rejection. She will refuse him first of all because he did not confess his love/ he did not start a kind of relationship with her in order to show and express his love, so for sure she will reject. 
	I have seen them riding seaward on the waves
	[bookmark: 126]

	Combing the white hair of the waves blown back
	[bookmark: 127]

	When the wind blows the water white and black.
	



Look at the symbol of water. Water is full of activity. He saw the mermaids riding the seaward on the waves. It is described that the mermaids ride seaward on the waves. Waves here are gives the feminine quality. They are like women and the mermaids are combing the hair of the waves. You see the power of feminine in these lines. Women in reality are interested in Prufrock. He does not represent for them any significance.
	We have lingered in the chambers of the sea
	[bookmark: 129]

	By sea-girls wreathed with seaweed red and brown
	

	Till human voices wake us, and we drown.
	





Look at ‘we’. It is the first time it is used in the poem. Always ‘I’ is used. Look at the colors (red and brown) which are the opposite color of Prufrock’s hair which is turning to white and grey. 
Till human voices wake us   >>>>>>>He is awakened by the human voices.  
And we drown              >>>>>>> we have the imagery of drowning. Drowning indicates we die in the modern society. So, the voices of the women in the room recalled him back to reality. 

So, the poem was written in 1910 and it was completed in 1911. 
We talked about the epigraph. Last point is Dante is Prufrock’s antithesis/ the opposite. Dante is a great literary man who travelled through the inferno in order to experience and to know about the reality in hell and then he came back to earth and he accomplished this great work. 
First of all we will talk about the similarity between Prufrock and Guido. Guido is in hell. He is in torment. He is in great pain/ he is suffering. Prufrock is suffering the same. He is in earthly hell. So, both are in hell spiritually and physically. Prufrock suffered spiritually but Guido suffered physically. Prufrock like Guido does not expect his thought to be heard. When Guido talked to Dante, he said I am sure that you will not go back to earth because nobody has ever returned back. Guido is secured and Prufrock is completely secured because all of his thoughts are in his mind. 
Let’s examine the title ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’. The first time you are exposed to the title, you expect that you are going to hear about emotional feelings about love; how the speaker is in love. But it is anti-romantic poem. When you hear the title, you feel a kind of a contrast ‘love song’ and ‘Prufrock’. The name is horrible. The name was quoted by Eliot from a furniture seller in St Louis his town. He has chosen it for its harsh consonants and for its effect because it does not sound or reflect love at all. ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’ is an ironic title because of the title of the name.  
The poem started by invitation and most of the time the invitation is related to a destination. So, Prufrock invited some. 
LET us go then, you and I,
Let us go,
Let us go and make our visit
He invites him to a journey with him. The invitation is extended. At the beginning it seems as if it is another person. It seems sometimes as if he invites his beloved. When we read the poem, we find that it is an invitation for the outer self to the inner self/ to the ego. Notice here that the invitation might be for the reader or for someone inside Prufrock. What is the destination? The destination is fake. It might be that Prufrock has never moved from his place. It is just an imaginary journey. We are not sure. It might be just an imaginary journey in the mind or it might be a journey until he reaches a house. 
(the overwhelming question) what was it? The proposal. The proposal is an important and significant question because it is a matter of life. The proposal to marriage is life/ a beginning of having a new life/ a beginning of having a family and that is why it is an overwhelming question. Prufrock contemplate/ interact with people around him, especially women but he never does. In his imagination, he imagined that he will have a relationship with women. But the woman is not interested in him. They are not attracted by his ideas or by his views. 
Who is Prufrock? We examine his characteristics. He is a modern indecisive hesitant man. He is a man who cannot make up his mind. Considering this point the hesitation and indecisiveness, we will find that he gives us a lot of analytical assessment for why he cannot become decisive/ why he cannot make up his mind. He gives so many reasons/ so many analyses that at the end we feel lost. He does not give us substantial reasons. He is contemplated/reflected. He is intelligent. He is not a stupid although he describes himself as a fool. He said that he is intelligent and he is well-read/ he is an educated person. He is humorous because he mocks himself. You remember ices/ crisis. You remember (I grow old…. I grow old). So, he is funny. He is self-conscious.  This is very significant about him. He is aware of everything that goes around him. But unfortunately he is insecure because he lacks confidence. He has this kind of what we call it confused/ divided personality. In a minute you see an intelligent person with right perception/ a person who knows the world around him but at the same time, he cannot make up his mind. He is old or what we call midlife crisis. 
(You) is the objectives passive and (I) is the subjective active ego. 
The structure of the poem.   The poem followed certain kind of structure.
1-We have question and answer technique.
2-We have contemplation and inaction technique. 
3-We have invitation and a destination.  
These are the rhetorical structure of the poem. 
The poem is a dramatic monologue. It is a poem in which we have speaker who reveals himself. You remember ‘My Last Duchess’ and ‘Ulysses’ and all of this dramatic monologue. But this dramatic monologue is not an ordinary one. It is what we call interior monologue (the hidden secret of the poet). 
The meter sometimes is a free verse and sometimes it is not a free verse. You could find variation in meter. For example, (No! I am not Prince Hamlet,…….) this is a very lyrical passage. If you look at the end of the poem, notice that it is written in three lines as if it is like the sestet. You remember the poem is a love song? A love song is always a sonnet. The sonnet consists of octave and sestet. The end of the poem is written in three lines. Notice the rhyme scheme a b b c d d. 
The poem does not have rhyme but some passages have rhyme. 
The poem is rich with imagery. We have the sea imagery ((oyster-shells) and then we have crab and the mermaids. 
The tone: we have variation of tone. We could feel that the speaker is melancholic sometimes. Sometimes we feel that the tone has changes into becoming stronger or powerful. Sometimes there is mocking tone. The tone varies in the speaker.
Notice the broken sentences/ sentences that are incomplete. We have many questions in the poem. We have parentheses and brackets. We have change of situation a lot. All of this is one of the techniques that Eliot developed as a modernist poem. This poem is the first modernist poem and then all of the modern poets are completely influenced by Eliot and they followed him. We will see this more in ‘The Waste Land’. 
Themes:
We have so many themes. 
1-Paralysis 
You remember the insect pinned on the wall and it is wriggling and then paralyzed. The speaker here is paralyzed/ unable to move. 
2-Indecisiveness 
3-Anxiety/ weariness   
4-Alienation or loneliness: the speaker feels alienated from his society.  
5-Pessimism 
6-Time and consciousness. 
You remember in one of the passages, we have (there will be time) repeated many times. We could feel that the speaker has lost the sense of time. And at the same time we know that he is aware that it is too late for him. Here it is like confusing for us as readers. He says there will be time and then he says it is late for taking an action. 
Techniques: 
-Borrowing  :To take some lines or some ideas from different works of literature and use them in the text. So, we have borrowing (the biblical the literary). In ‘The Waste Land’, we will see complete songs borrowed/ complete lines from other works. 
-symbols: like beach
-Fragmentation:   it is incomplete meaning/ different scenes/ different references. For example, he says (I grow old…. I grow old) and suddenly he goes to something else. 
-Allusion : We have so many allusions. We have allusion to the bible; John the Baptist and Lazarus. Or we have literary allusions (to Marvell, Tennyson and to Shakespeare).
-Repetition   It is a significant technique that Eliot used to show the sense of boredom and alienation that modern man feels. 
-stream of consciousness
-irony 
We could see here so many techniques are mingled together to become one piece. 
The last point is the objective correlative. The term was first used by Eliot. He used in his essay ‘Hamlet’. (The only way of expressing emotion in the form of art is by finding an "objective correlative"; in other words, a set of objects, a situation, a chain of events which shall be the formula of that particular emotion; such that when the external facts, which must terminate in sensory experience, are given, the emotion is immediately evoked.)  
Eliot does not express the emotion directly. The title said love song but in the poem we did not find anything that gives us a sense of love. There were hints for women (arms, bracelet, hair, perfume). So, Eliot does not express the emotion directly. He evokes them by means of appropriate images and objects. The speaker is described as a man in love but he is not seen as a romantic lover. We did not feel his emotions, feelings and behaviors. He tried to show the readers what is going in Prufrock’s mind without any interference from him. This is what we called impersonality.  
Eliot believes that  the artist creates a work of art but he does not evoke his emotion, it is the character he creates which will speak out and which will reflect.  
-Words change into images and symbols. An example of the objective correlative is the image of the evening. The evening reflects Prufrock’s state of mind. You remember when we talked about the evening and how it is transitional. It changes. It is a mixture between the darkness and the light and it turns into these different colors and then it turns into darkness. So, the evening here reflects the state of the mind of Prufrock. 
-The overwhelming question is never declared. He invites us to a destination for the overwhelming question. It is never stated that what the overwhelming question is. 
 -the words reflect certain scenes (cheap hotels/ narrow streets/ drains). 
-the impressions help the reader to appreciate because there is no narration or description. 
The poem is very rich and there are hundreds/ thousands of interpretations. 
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