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Alfred Tennyson was born at Somersby, England, August 6, 1809. He was one of seven sons born to his father, a clergyman. Two of his brothers were also poets, although he was the only one to become famous. They attended Trinity and Cambridge. When William Wordsworth died in 1850, the queen appointed Alfred Tennyson Poet Laureate of England. He died in Surrey, Oct. 6, 1892, of old age. He is buried in Poets Corner of Westminster Abbey in London. 

Some of his most memorable poems are The Lady of Shalott, Morte d'Arthur, Ulysses, and the Charge of the Light Brigade.



Alfred Tennyson was born August 6th, 1809, at Somersby, Lincolnshire, fourth of twelve children of George and Elizabeth (Fytche) Tennyson. The poet's grandfather had violated tradition by making his younger son, Charles, his heir, and arranging for the poet's father to enter the ministry. (See the Tennyson Family Tree.) The contrast of his own family's relatively straitened circumstances to the great wealth of his aunt Elizabeth Russell and uncle Charles Tennyson (who lived in castles!) made Tennyson feel particularly impoverished and led him to worry about money all his life.

He also had a lifelong fear of mental illness, for several men in his family had a mild form of epilepsy, which was then thought a shameful disease. His father and brother Arthur made their cases worse by excessive drinking. His brother Edward had to be confined in a mental institution after 1833, and he himself spent a few weeks under doctors' care in 1843. In the late twenties his father's physical and mental condition worsened, and he became paranoid, abusive, and violent.

In 1827 Tennyson escaped the troubled atmosphere of his home when he followed his two older brothers to Trinity College, Cambridge, where his tutor was William Whewell — see nineteenth-century philosophy. Because they had published Poems by Two Brothers in 1827 and each won university prizes for poetry (Alfred winning the Chancellor's Gold Medal in 1828 for ÒTimbuctooÓ) the Tennyson brothers became well known at Cambridge. In 1829 The Apostles, an undergraduate club, whose members remained Tennyson's friends all his life, invited him to join. The group, which met to discuss major philosophical and other issues, included Arthur Henry Hallam, James Spedding, Edward Lushington (who later married Cecilia Tennyson), and Richard Monckton Milnes — all eventually famous men who merited entries in the Dictionary of National Biography.

Arthur Hallam's was the most important of these friendships. Hallam, another precociously brilliant Victorian young man like Robert Browning, John Stuart Mill, and Matthew Arnold, was uniformly recognized by his contemporaries (including William Gladstone, his best friend at Eton) as having unusual promise. He and Tennyson knew each other only four years, but their intense friendship had major influence on the poet. On a visit to Somersby, Hallam met and later became engaged to Emily Tennyson, and the two friends looked forward to a life-long companionship. Hallam's death from illness in 1833 (he was only 22) shocked Tennyson profoundly, and his grief lead to most of his best poetry, including In Memoriam , "The Passing of Arthur", "Ulysses," and "Tithonus."

Since Tennyson was always sensitive to criticism, the mixed reception of his 1832 Poems hurt him greatly. Critics in those days delighted in the harshness of their reviews: the Quarterly Review was known as the "Hang, draw, and quarterly." John Wilson Croker's harsh criticisms of some of the poems in our anthology kept Tennyson from publishing again for another nine years.

Late in the 1830s Tennyson grew concerned about his mental health and visited a sanitarium run by Dr. Matthew Allen, with whom he later invested his inheritance (his grandfather had died in 1835) and some of his family's money. When Dr. Allen's scheme for mass-producing wood carvings using steam power went bankrupt, Tennyson, who did not have enough money to marry, ended his engagement to Emily Sellwood, whom he had met at his brother Charles's wedding to her sister Louisa.

The success of his 1842 Poems made Tennyson a popular poet, and in 1845 he received a Civil List (government) pension of £200 a year, which helped relieve his financial difficulties; the success of "The Princess" and In Memoriam and his appointment in 1850 as Poet Laureate finally established him as the most popular poet of the Victorian era.

By now Tennyson, only 41, had written some of his greatest poetry, but he continued to write and to gain in popularity. In 1853, as the Tennysons were moving into their new house on the Isle of Wight, Prince Albert dropped in unannounced. His admiration for Tennyson's poetry helped solidify his position as the national poet, and Tennyson returned the favor by dedicating The Idylls of the King to his memory. Queen Victoria later summoned him to court several times, and at her insistence he accepted his title, having declined it when offered by both Disraeli and Gladstone. 

Tennyson suffered from extreme short-sightedness — without a monocle he could not even see to eat — which gave him considerable difficulty writing and reading, and this disability in part accounts for his manner of creating poetry: Tennyson composed much of his poetry in his head, occasionally working on individual poems for many years. During his undergraduate days at Cambridge he often did not bother to write down his compositions, although the Apostles continually prodded him to do so. (We owe the first version of "The Lotos-Eaters" to Arthur Hallam, who transcribed it while Tennyson declaimed it at a meeting of the Apostles.) 

Long-lived like most of his family (no matter how unhealthy they seemed to be) Alfred, Lord Tennyson died on October 6, 1892, at the age of 83.


Crossing the Bar by Tennyson



Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When I put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out the boundless deep
Turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When I embark;

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crossed the bar.

The Victorian age took place between 1837 (with the coronation of Queen Victoria) and 1901 (her death). It was a period of social, technological, political and religious change. The writers had to take part in all these issues. So, despite the fact that the romantic forms were still there, some authors preferred to write about democracy, education, technological advances, industrial progress, or about the “new class”: the proletariat, the working class. Tennyson was one of the most important writers about these issues. He wrote about political and social themes: “The Princess” dealt with relations between men and women and the right of the last ones in society and education. In “The Charge of the Light Brigade”, Tennyson wrote about a charge on the Russian army by British troops in the Crimean War. He also spoke about historical and mythological issues in “Lady of Shallot”, “Ulisses”, “The Lotos-Eaters”. 
Facts about him:The death of his friend Arthur Hallam made Tennyson think about the religious problems in the Victorian age: the new discoveries in biology, geology, astronomy... created doubts about this subject. In “Crossing the bar” Tennyson mixes the religious problem with his own personal feelings and thoughts, because he was 81 years old. He defended the evolution, but did not think that it contradicted the Bible. He insisted that they had to keep their faith, because God's eternal plan includes biological development (“In Memoriam”1850). So, in “Crossing the bar”, Tennyson accepts the death and doesn't seem to be worried, far from it, he was calm, because he had not lost the faith. He was waiting for the Creator. It is a hopeful poem. For that reason, Tennyson wanted this poem to be at the end of all his works and to appear as his last one (he wrote some more after this one). 
Tennyson mentions in the first stanza that he is waiting for his death to be called (“and one clear call for me”) in the first and second stanza he also mentions a tidal wave to return him home. When Tennyson mentions 'home' he is referring to heaven. And describes in the third stanza of his twilight while trying to give the impression that he is waiting for the journey of the afterlife, but expects there to be no sadness when he dies, and wishes to confront his death with bravery.
Lord Tennyson’s poem is a religious and clean death, no wildness or crazy ways he simply wants a peaceful death. And only wants to die seeing his lord face to face.
This poem is an allegory of the road towards death, the sand bar is described as a barrier between life and death; the sea is shown as a destination, and it manages to create a very peaceful feeling, the twilight is seen as a decline in a human life, and the dark as death.
 We are going to analyse a poem  written by Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892). It is called “Crossing the bar” and it was written in 1889, three years before Tennyson's death It deals with the topic of “death”.
The poem is composed by four quatrain stanzas. All of the quatrains have the same rhyme structure: ABAB, so the poem's structure would be: ABAB CDCD EFEF GHGH. We can say, as well, the poem has true rhyme: “star”/ “bar”; “me”/ “sea”; “asleep”/ “deep”; “foam”/ “home”; “bell”/ “farewell”; “dark”/ “embark”; “place”/ “face”; “far”/ “bar”.
The first stanza is linked with the third one, while the second is linked with the fourth one. As we can observe the first line of stanzas 1 and 3 deals with the image of the nightfall: “sunset and evening star” / “twilight and evening bell”. In both cases, the poet is talking about the end of his days, the closeness of the death. So, in the poem, “death” is the “night”. 
The second and third verses of these stanzas (1 and 3) begin with the conjunction “and”, that add information about the fact of the onset of night. Moreover, the second line of these stanzas have an exclamation point: “And one clear call for me!” / “And after that the dark!”. Here, the poet says that “Death” is calling for him, so he will die. After that, the third verse of stanzas 1 and 3 say: “And may there be no moaning of the bar” / “And may there be no sadness of farewell”. Tennyson says the same in both lines, but he uses different words. Anyway, he wants to say that he doesn't want his family and friends to be sad or to cry, when he will die. 
The same happens in the last verse of stanzas 1 and 3, both say the same, both mean the same: “When I put out to sea” / “When I embark”. That is a metaphor of the way to “The Beyond”.
The second and fourth stanzas are linked by their first verse, both begin with a conjunction: “But such a tide as moving seems asleep” / For though from out our bourne of Time and Place”. In the first one, the poet gives an explanation to the previous verse: “there may be no moaning of the bar, because the tide seems asleep”, so he wants to say that his people should not be sad, because he will be “sleeping”. In the other one, the author says he will go far, out of time and place. He refers to the Heaven. 
The other verses of stanzas 2 and 4 don't seem to be linked, so we will analyse them separately: “Too full for sound and foam,” complete the explanation of the preceding verse, “the tide seems asleep, because the sea is too full for any sound or foam”. So, in fact, in verses 3, 5 and 6 the poets hopes that no one will be sad, and explains why: he will be asleep and in a nice place, beyond the limits of time and place.
Then, we can see: “When that which drew from out the boundless deep” / “Turns again home”. It is a clear reference to God. So, Tennyson says that God will come and go with him to Heaven.
In the last verses of fourth stanza, the poet repeats he will go far, but he wishes to see God face to face when he dies: “The flood may bear me far, / I hope to see my Pilot face to face / When I have crossed the bar”. The poet is not afraid of death, but expectant.
All the poem is a metaphor. For the poet “life” is the “day”, so “death” is the “night”. The poet is talking about the twilight, the nightfall: “sunset”, “evening star”, “twilight”, “evening bell”, “after that the dark”; so he is talking about “death's door”. The rest of the metaphores deal with the seamanship. If we have a look at the title: “Crossing the bar” means crossing the sand bar. The sand bar separates the “land” from the “sea”, that is, it separates the “Life” from the “Death”. “The moaning of the bar” is another metaphor: it is the sound of the waves when they crash against the sand bar, that moans refers to the moan of the poet's relatives, when he would die. “The Pilot” of the ship is God, because He has to guide his soul to the Heaven. “Pilot” it is also written in capital letter, that usually refers to the Creator. Tennyson wrote the poem while crossing from the Isle of Wight (where he lived) on a ferry. Therefore, the seamanship was familiar to him.
A Short Analysis : 

Tennyson is expressing his thoughts as he approaches death, which is what will happen when he "crosses the bar." He is wishing for a painless death for himself, as well as a death that will not bring great sadness to the ones that he has loved and that have loved him. The last stanza shows his uncertainty about what is to come yet he wishes to meet his maker, the driver of his ship, the Pilot, God. The overall tone of this poem is relatively jovial and excited, which is ironic since the poem is about death. This paradox shows Tennyson's acceptance of death.
This poem is written as a person's thoughts as opposed to a lesson of some sort. The poem has an unknown but welcoming tone. Line 15 emphasizes this giving a feeling of excitement and curiosity for that which is coming. The sea manages to create a very peaceful feeling which is very effective in helping to get the speaker's message across. Pilot is symbolic of God and when he is mentioned in lines fifteen and sixteen it represents that there is an after life. The rhyme scheme in the poem is ABAB, but it is not only the individual lines that follow the ABAB pattern it is also followed by the stanzas.
	Paraphrase of “Crossing the Bar”
Everyone in this world will face their death and when they feel that their situation of death has been close, they usually feel like as a wretch of mere Humanity. In “Crossing the Bar” is describe that there is a persona who heralds the setting of sunset will change to evening star, and hears that he is being called by God. Hopefully the situation will peaceful or will not make the sad sound while crossing the transition or sets out to sea (crossing to next world). The persona also tells about the close of the day and the evening bell, and the dark will appear, and once again hopefully no one will cry while the persona departs. The last, when everything has happened, crossing go back to home (next world) from the sea (recent life), the persona hope can meet God (the Pilot). The ‘Bar’ is the sandbank. 
This poem is written by Alfred Lord Tennyson three years before he died. 
My Interpretation by using Denotative and Connotative Meaning
In the poem ‘Crossing the Bar’ I get and try to focus in three keywords which have strong character and I hope these keywords will give me contribution to describe the meaning. 
According to my analysis the first keywords is ‘call’ (first stanza, second line) and another one is ‘embark’ (third stanza, last line). The words ‘call’ has denotative meaning; request, order, or demand for somebody to do something or to go somewhere (adopted from Oxford dictionary) and the connotative meaning is a summons of duty, here suggesting that of God; but it is ominous too. The word ‘call’ according to my analysis and regarding to what Alfred Lord Tennyson consideration is describe about the situation where the character has got a strong felling that God has given a sign. In addition, there is related sentence that support to my idea, it is ‘and may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out the sea’ (first stanza, third and last line). This sentence describes about the silent situation when the calling appears and when the persona goes to next world.
The second keyword is ‘embark’, this word has denotative meaning; go on aboard on ship or start something new (adopted from Oxford dictionary), and the connotative meaning is transition-time from life to death. By using this keyword I have additional clue to support my interpretation. It is clear that the persona can’t against the God’s request. The persona also hopes to other person to not be sad when everything happened because the persona thinks that he is mere common humanity. The bound sentence in this poem that support to my last interpretation is ‘Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark, and may there be no sadness of farewell’ (Third stanza, first line up to third line). 
The last important keyword is ‘crossing’. This word has denotative meaning to go across from one side of something to the other. The connotative meanings are either crossing over to the next world or to the act of crossing oneself in the Catholic gesture of religious of fight and devotion. The cross was also where Jesus died, now as the persona himself dies. 

the Imagery:
This poem has three kinds of imagery. 
1-The first kinds of imagery are visual imageries, those are ‘sunset and evening star’ (first stanza, first line), ‘and after that the dark!’ stanza, second line), ‘I hope to see my Pilot face to face’ (last stanza, third line). These imageries can be caught as a situation where describe about the sequence time of person who has had limited time of life. The persona explained the ‘Pilot’ as a divinity or unseen person Who is always guiding us. 
2-The second kinds of imagery are kinesthetic imageries, those are ‘When I put out to sea’ (first stanza, last line), ‘But such a tide as moving seems asleep’ (second stanza, first line), ‘when I embark’ (third stanza, last line), ‘when I have crost the bar’ (last stanza, last line). These imageries can be understood as a process of the persona journey toward death. First, the persona start to sail, then everything (tide) seems calm. Next, landing and finally, cross the bar (death). 
3-The third kinds of imagery are auditory imageries, those are, ‘and one call for me’ (first stanza, second line), ‘evening bell’ (third stanza, first line). Those imageries mean that the sign from God. The persona hears that he has been called.
The last kind of imagery is organic imagery. It is ‘be no sadness of farewell’. Here, the persona hopes that will not sadness in his farewell (when he goes away to another world).


Form 

This poem consists of four quatrain stanzas rhyming ABAB. The first and third lines of each stanza are always a couple of beats longer than the second and fourth lines, although the line lengths vary among the stanzas. 

Commentary 

Tennyson wrote "Crossing the Bar" in 1889, three years before he died. The poem describes his placid and accepting attitude toward death. Although he followed this work with subsequent poems, he requested that "Crossing the Bar" appear as the final poem in all collections of his work. 

Tennyson uses the metaphor of a sand bar to describe the barrier between life and death. A sandbar is a ridge of sand built up by currents along a shore. In order to reach the shore, the waves must crash against the sandbar, creating a sound that Tennyson describes as the "moaning of the bar." The bar is one of several images of liminality in Tennyson's poetry: in "Ulysses," the hero desires "to sail beyond the sunset"; in "Tithonus", the main character finds himself at the "quiet limit of the world," and regrets that he has asked to "pass beyond the goal of ordinance." 

The other important image in the poem is one of "crossing," suggesting Christian connotations: "crossing" refers both to "crossing over" into the next world, and to the act of "crossing" oneself in the classic Catholic gesture of religious faith and devotion. The religious significance of crossing was clearly familiar to Tennyson, for in an earlier poem of his, the knights and lords of Camelot "crossed themselves for fear" when they saw the Lady of Shalott lying dead in her boat. The cross was also where Jesus died; now as Tennyson himself dies, he evokes the image again. So, too, does he hope to complement this metaphorical link with a spiritual one: he hopes that he will "see [his] Pilot face to face." 

The ABAB rhyme scheme of the poem echoes the stanzas' thematic patterning: the first and third stanzas are linked to one another as are the second and fourth. Both the first and third stanzas begin with two symbols of the onset of night: "sunset and evening star" and "twilight and evening bell." The second line of each of these stanzas begins with "and," conjoining another item that does not fit together as straightforwardly as the first two: "one clear call for me" and "after that the dark!" Each of these lines is followed by an exclamation point, as the poet expresses alarm at realizing what death will entail. These stanzas then conclude with a wish that is stated metaphorically in the first stanza: "may there be no moaning of the bar / When I put out to sea"; and more literally in the third stanza: "And may there be no sadness of farewell / When I embark." Yet the wish is the same in both stanzas: the poet does not want his relatives and friends to cry for him after he dies. Neither of these stanzas concludes with a period, suggesting that each is intimately linked to the one that follows. 

The second and fourth stanzas are linked because they both begin with a qualifier: "but" in the second stanza, and "for though" in the fourth. In addition, the second lines of both stanzas connote excess, whether it be a tide "too full for sound and foam" or the "far" distance that the poet will be transported in death. 

Poems1889Sunset and evening star, And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar, When I put out to sea, But such a tide as moving seems asleep, Too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out the boundless deep Turns again home. Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell, When I embark; For though' from out our Bourne of Time and Place The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face When I have crust the bar.

The other important image in the poem is one of "crossing," suggesting Christian connotations: "crossing" refers both to "crossing over" into the next world, and to the act of "crossing" oneself in the classic Catholic gesture of religious faith and devotion. The religious significance of crossing was clearly familiar to Tennyson, for in an earlier poem of his, the knights and lords of Camelot "crossed themselves for fear" when they saw the Lady of Shalott lying dead in her boat. The cross was also where Jesus died; now as Tennyson himself dies, he evokes the image again. So, too, does he hope to complement this metaphorical link with a spiritual one: he hopes that he will "see [his] Pilot face to face."
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