 (
 
)Dr. Maha	       Second Semester


Drama (4)
Third Year


The well-made play

          The theoretical background of the play should be studied from the handout, the lectures and the internet. Moreover, the play should be read and the theories should be applied to the play.

The well-made play and Eugene Scribe
      
          Eugene Scribe is the French dramatist who invented this form of drama during the middle years of the nineteenth century. The well-made play is a form of drama. The Second Mrs. Tanqueray and The Importance of Being Earnest belong to the well-made play form. However, they do not have all the features of the well-made play.

          For example, the well-made play says that the plot is the most important thing. It is more important than characters, dialogue, themes and all the elements. When you read The Second Mrs. Tanqueray, we should think whether this concept applies to the play or not. In the well-made play, characters are not important. We do not have a deep analysis of the characters in the well-made play. This also should be considered while reading the play.

                    The plot of a well-made play is divided into three stages.
1. The exposition stage.
2. The development of action, characters and of suspense. This second stage ends with the climax.
3. The dénouement or the resolution.

1. The exposition stage

      The plot of the well-made play is not like a story that has a beginning and an end. The whole plot in a well-made play is like a final part of a long story. Most of the part of this long story happens before the play begins. Through the exposition stage, the audience gets to know the story that happened before the beginning of the play. That is why the exposition stage is very important. The exposition must be clear and complete so that all the readers or the audience will understand what happened before.




          For example, in act.1 there was a dinner party on the eve of the second marriage of Mr. Tanqueray. However, this man had a whole life before. He was married before and he had a number of friends. They used to have a certain social life and values. The he wanted to give his friends a final dinner party to announce his marriage. 

         In the exposition which is act.1, the readers are given much information to understand the past life of the characters of the play. Pinero is supposed to be a very good writer of expositions. The exposition in his play: The Second Mrs. Tanqueray was a very good exposition. It was natural. The exits and the entrances of the people are part of the movement or the Mise-en-scène. Through the dinner party and the dialogues, Pinero was able to give a very good exposition. By the end of act.1, the reader is aware of the past history of the characters and the problem that they are confronting.

       However, the exposition of a well-made play does not always have to be a dinner party. It can take any shape. Sometimes it is one person coming on stage and talking to the audiences in a monologue. Another shape can be two people on stage in a dialogue. The exposition can take any shape; however, the most important thing is that the exposition has to prepare the readers for the actions, characters, and the situation. It has to tell the readers about the past lives and the long story that happened before the play.

2. The development.
             
           Even in the final part of act.1, the development of the action started. Two months passed after the marriage. There is always the element of suspense which makes a good play. Furthermore, everything regarding a well-made play has to follow logic of cause and effect. There must be a logical reason for any action in the play. For example, there is a reason why MR. Tanqueray invites his friends to dinner. The reason is that he wants to make an announcement.

          When the development increases and the suspense rises we reach the climax of the play. In most of the time in a well-made play, there is a misunderstanding or something about a secret. This secret known by the audience only or by some of the characters causes a lot of misunderstanding.

            Before the stage of the dénouement, there is what is called an obligatory scene. It is a part of the plot construction divided by Eugene Scribe. The obligatory scene is a scene that must be seen by the audience. In this scene there is confrontation between the characters. There is also a disclosure of the secret. All the characters get to know about the secret and all the misunderstandings will go away.


3. The dénouement.

         As a result of the obligatory scene, we get the dénouement. A resolution in which everything is understood and the problems are solved.

         Any well-made play should have a constructed plot that is divided into these three stages. Another feature of the well-made play is that there is one character that plays the role of the mouthpiece of the author. In The Second Mrs. Tanqueray, the mouthpiece could be Drummle. Drummle has certain features in his character that make him a very useful mouthpiece. He is acquainted with most of the characters. He knows everybody. He is a good observer of life. He has leisure or free time to travel and stay as a guest in one house or another. He has a good income but not working very hard. He is an easy going sort of person. He can get along with people. He gives advices and gives suggestions and solutions for problems. He is a bachelor. He does not have personal problems or else he would not be able to solve other people’s problems. All of these features should exit in a mouthpiece in a play. The existence of a mouthpiece is one of the features of a well-made play.

   


         The Mise-en-scène is not only about the furniture on stage or the settings. The Mise-en-scène also includes the stage directions or exits and entrances. For example, Drummle comes to visit Mr. Tanqueray and the director wants Drummle to talk to Paula alone and to talk to Mr. Tanqueray alone. He makes one of them leaves and the other enters in order to make a chance for Drummle to talk to each one of them separately.

Act. 2
        We stopped at the point where the husband and the wife were having a conversation. The wife says that even when the neighbors die, their children will inherit the same hatred to her and her husband. She describes it as a “sacred tradition” that will be inherited by the younger generations. This shows that Paula is a very intelligent person. She understands the full situation and the problem she is in. She says that they are living in a “solitary respectability” and she thinks it might be a mistake that they left London and moved to the countryside. She thinks that she would have been enjoyed herself better with her friends in London. She is in a state of despair. She does not have any hope. However, she does not have any regrets for the past. She is making fun of the condition that they are very respectable and so alone because nobody visits them so nobody will know if they respectable or not.



               Paula then says to her husband that he loves her but does not respect her. She tells him that his true love is for his daughter because he loves and respects his daughter. This shows how unhappy Paula is. She has a lot of negative emotions.
 
         In act.2 also, we have the entrance of Ellen. Paula goes to the piano and she turns her back to the father and daughter. She does not hear the words when the father and the daughter are talking. This is part of the stage direction to give the father and daughter the chance to have a confidential conversation without being heard by Paula although she is still on stage. The conversation between the father and the daughter shows the intimate relationship between them unlike the relationship between the daughter and Paula. The father asks Ellen to be kind to Paula and treat her in a nice way. Ellen promises her father to try and she offers her step-mother (Paula) to accompany her in the shopping trip.

          Another important dialogue is the one between Ellen and Paula. Paula confesses to Ellen that she is jealous of her but she would not feel so if Ellen tried to love her. Paula seems to be over stepping the limits. She is an open person who talks frankly to everyone. However, she is over doing it. Her attitude seems to be a bit exaggerated. She centered all of her problems on Ellen. She will forget about her past and about the neighbor’s ignoring her only if Ellen accepts her. This is not a healthy way of thinking because she should be more worried about her husband feelings towards her not his daughter’s. 

         In other words, Paula has a fixed idea or an obsession about Ellen. She thinks that the acceptance of Ellen will solve all of her problems. This way of thinking indicates that Paula is not a healthy person psychologically speaking. Her way of thinking is very wrong. In the play, this is just a hint about Paula’s condition. What happens later will prove whether she is really a disturbed person or not. This is what is called the development of the character.

          After that, Drummle comes in a morning visit. He wants to congratulate the newlyweds. He is a friend of both husband and wife. He talks with everybody in an easy way. He sees Ellen and tells her that he saw her walking and he keeps joking with her and with everybody. This shows that he can get along with people easily and this is one of the characteristics of the mouthpiece.

          Later on, Drummle gets to talk to Paula alone then to Mr. Tanqueray alone. Paula uses images while talking to Drummle describing a happy marriage to a dog’s life. They are trying to laugh about it but it means that she is leading an oppressed life that is not respected by other people.
         
	During the conversation, Paula looks through the window. The window is overlooking a countryside where there are green lands and the houses of the neighbors. In spite of the fact that she is a woman with a past and Drummle met her while she was still in this stage, she talks about her past in front of Drummle. This shows that she is not behaving in a natural way because usually her past should be the last thing that she wants to remember. She looks through the window and remembers London. She remembers a cruise on a yacht in the Mediterranean with a friend who was a mistress of a man. Drummle met her for the first time on that yacht. Instead of being ashamed of this past, she is bringing this past to life. It is Drummle who feels embarrassed at this moment. He does not know what he should answer her. 

           Paula is feeling nostalgia towards the past. She wishes to be back in London with her friends. At this point the idea becomes stronger that Paula seems to be talking in a strange way. She says whatever comes to her mind with no control. This stresses the fact that she is not very mentally stable or balanced.

          Because the dramatist of the play is a good one, the characters in the play speak naturally. This is clear in the dinner party scene. Another example is the conversation between Drummle and Mr. Tanqueray. As a friend it is natural that Drummle when he sees Aubrey (Mr. Tanqueray) he will ask him about the marriage. This conversation shows that Aubrey is not happy at all. The major cause of his worry or unhappiness is the fact that his daughter is having a very bad influence by staying in the house with Paula. He describes his daughter as someone out of this world. She is like an angel or a saint who is divinely innocent. He says that this pure young woman is living with Paula who is not behaving as she should. He says that his wife is “maimed”. This word equals the word deformed or distorted. If someone is involved in a car accident, he/she may have some scars or deformities that last for the rest of their lives. Aubrey thinks that Paula has some psychological scars in her thoughts and feelings. He is wishing that his daughter would be dead and buried instead of having to have this bad influence from the maimed Paula.

          When Aubrey made the decision about marrying Paula, he thought that Ellen is a nun and he would live only with Paula. He did not know that he would have to make his daughter live with Paula. He is worried about his innocent daughter and he is blaming himself very much. This is due to the fact that he thinks Paula is behaving in a very strange way. She is out of control and unbalanced.

          Drummle gives Aubrey a suggestion. He tries to help him by saying that even if his daughter is an angel she must experience things and meet new people in the outside world. However, Aubrey mentions two obstacles that would prevent this plan of going outside and meeting people.

        The first obstacle is that when Ellen goes to the outside world, she will know that Paula is a woman with a past and until now she does not know about that. The second obstacle is that a young woman at that time cannot go outside alone. She must have a companion like a mother or an aunt. She must have someone to introduce her to the society. There is no one to accompany her. Even Paula will not be able to accompany her because Paula is not accepted by society.

          As a mouthpiece, Drummle has to provide solutions to Aubrey. Regarding the first obstacle, Drummle tells his that daughter needs to get experience to understand the world. He tells him that there is no problem in Ellen knowing about Paula and her past. Drummle wants Ellen to be more experienced and know about the ways of the world. In this way she will become tolerant and she will be able to forgive. Ignorant people cannot forgive because they are limited and prejudiced. 

           Regarding the second obstacle, Drummle has already made a plan about it. While Drummle was staying with Mrs. Cortelyon, he made a plan with her. As Mrs. Cortelyon knew the mother of Ellen, Drummle convinced her to accompany the daughter Ellen and go with her to Paris and London. In this case Mrs. Cortelyon will have to visit Paula so will have to congratulate her. This happens and Mrs. Cortelyon takes Ellen with her.

                Although Paula is being visited by the most important neighbor who is Mrs. Cortelyon, Paula pretends that she does not know her. Paula blames Mrs. Cortelyon for not visiting her because it has been two month since the marriage took place. Instead of welcoming her, Paula is confronting Mrs. Cortelyon and is being rude. Mrs. Cortelyon was trying her utmost to control herself and she tried to give her reasonable and true excuses for her late visit. Mrs. Cortelyon is trying to be nice to Paula; however, Paula will remain rude to her.

           The Mrs. Cortelyon offers to take Ellen with her to Paris and London. Ellen is happy about that because Mrs. Cortelyon used to be the friend of her mother. This should be good news for Paula as she will be able to get rid of Ellen because she used to be jealous of her. However, Paula becomes very angry and suspicious when she knows about that. Paula believes that there is a conspiracy against her. 

              Although Paula used to be jealous from Ellen, she now claims that she will miss Ellen if she travels with Mrs. Cortelyon. This shows how much she is not in full control of herself. 

             Paula threatens Aubrey that if he agrees to send Ellen away, she will send a letter to her friends Mr. and Mrs. Orreyed to come and stay. There is a quarrel happens between both of them about sending the letter. Paula says that she will leave the house if Aubrey stops the letter from being sent to Mr. and Mrs. Orreyed. Paula is not behaving logically. She is considering the letter as a warning. 
												End …     
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