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Third year
The fourth act starts with Paula holding a mirror. The word mirror refers to the theme of appearance versus reality. Lord Orreyed arrives; she discusses with Paula the quarrel between Paula and her husband. We see that Paula asks the Mabel to forgive her as if she knows that she will die. We know from their dialogue that sir George is a trivial and weak person. 
Paula.

Mabel, if I've been disagreeable to you while

you've been staying here, I — I beg your pardon.

George’s use of words seems to be affected by his wife.   

Sir Orreyed enters and

deliberately ; he looks pale and watery-eyed.

George wants to discuss the point of being neglected by his family because of marrying beneath his class. He also wants to discuss the way he treats his mother, because he feels ashamed of himself because of treating her in a bad way, but through the dialogue we get information that he is a trivial and weak person, and that he is controlled by his wife. His wife orders him to stop complaining and she asks him to go upstairs, and he listens and obeys. 

When the orreyeds leave the house, Drummle comes and tries to talk to Paula. She is in a very bad mood, so she asks him to get information from Aubrey. 
When Aubrey enters, he discusses with her his daughter's marriage, and the character of captain Ardale. The type of person his daughter chooses is different from what they expect. 
Aubrey.

Doesn't Captain Ardale know

there's a lodge and a front door to this place ?

Never mind ! What is your impression of him }

Aubrey forgives Ardale's behavior of getting to his house while he was absent. This shows that Aubrey has a contradictory character. Paula tells him that she used to know Ardale, and they receive a letter from Ardale telling them that he left. Paula leaves and Ellean enters. 
Her father tells her that it is impossible to go on such a relation without giving reasons. She keeps asking for reasons. She tells him that she knew that Ardale lived a man's life.     

Ellean .

He has been quite honest with me. One day —

in Paris — he confessed to me— what a man's life

is — what his life had been.

Aubrey.

Oh !

Ellean .

He offered to go away, not to approach me again.

Aubrey.

And you — you accepted his view of what a

man's life is }

Ellean
As far as could I forgave him.
when was it you left US  It hasn't taken you long to get your robe "just a little dusty at the hem I

These words were first uttered by Drummle. Aubrey was telling him that he was afraid to leave his daughter to live with Paula. He told him theses words, so he used the same expression expression. We know from this dialogue that she forgives Ardale, although she did not forgive Paula before. 

Ellean.

Ah, you don't understand ! I have simply judged

Captain Ardale as we all pray to be judged. I have

lived in imagination through that one week in India

when he deliberately offered his life back to God to

save those wretched, desperate people, in his whole

career
She found a reason for herself to forgive Ardale. She claims that she forgave him because of what he did in India, but she did not find a reason for Paula to forgive her. 
Ellean.

What you knew ! Why, after all, what can you

know . You can only speak from gossip, report,

hearsay ! How is it possible that you — she stops

abruptly. The two women stand staring at each other

for a moment ; then Ellean  backs away from Paula

slowly?\ Paula!

Paula.

What — what's the matter ?

Ellean .

You — you knew Captain Ardale in London .

Ellean .

Well, then, I have always — always —

Paula.

What ?

Ellean .

I have always known what you were !

Paula.

Ah ! Who — who told you ?

Nobody but yourself. From the moment I

saw you I knew you were unlike the good

women I'd left ; directly I saw you 1 knew what my

father had done. You've wondered why I've turned

from you ! There — that's the reason, but

this is a horrible way for the truth to come home to

every one ! Oh

When Paula enters we find the saint accuses her. This should be against her nature to accuse people. She thinks that Paula wanted to stop that marriage, and she told Aubrey about Ardale's past .But Paula did that out of loyalty to her husband and out of love for Ellean. This is a weak point in Ellean's character, she accuses others without having a proof. We realize that thorough her dialogue with Paula; she understands that Paula had a relation with Ardale. This shows that she is a smart girl. She can read faces. Aubrey comes back. He discusses the point of how to make Ellean forget this, and how to make her overcome that. But actually Paula here is so pessimistic. She represents the dramatist's point of view. We get the information from here that Ellean is not a saint. 
Paula.

She's a regular woman too. She could forgive

him easily enough—but me .' That's just a woman !

This shows the difference between men and women in that age. Here she could forgive Ardale, but she could not forgive Paula, and Paula knows why. Because she is a woman, she is not a saint. 
Paula.

I suppose so. After a brief pause. ^ Of course,

she and I can't live under the same roof any more.

You know she kissed me to-night, of her own

accord.
Aubrey.

I asked her to alter towards you.

Paula.

That was it, then.

AURREY.

I — I'm sorry I sent her away.

Paula.

It was my fault ; I made it necessary.

This might mean that one of them must leave, or that she decides to kill herself. At last, he realizes that it was wrong to come to the country, to live in such a house, but it is too late now to do anything. He wants to go abroad again and begin a fresh, but again it is too late. She tells him that he will never forget this. 

She gives Pinero’s idea about the past, which is pessimism.
Paula.

I believe the future is only the past again, entered

through another gate.

Aubrey.

That's an awful belief.

Paula.

To-night proves it. You must see now that, do

what we will, go where we will, you'll be continually

reminded of— what 1 was. I see it.

Although Aubrey tries to change this idea but he can’t. He tries to tell here that what happened was a mere coincidence. She answers saying: 
Paula.

Isn't it ! The only great distances it contains are

those we carry within ourselves —the distances that

separate husbands and wives, for instance. And so

it'll be with us. You'll do your best — oh. I know

that — you're a good fellow. But circumstances

will be too strong for you in the end, mark my

words.
Here she tells him that he may forgive her now, as she is still beautiful, but when she becomes old, there will be no weapon for her to help herself. This is realism.  He will see her the way other people sees her when she get old. 

Paula.

You'll see me then, at last, with other people's

eyes ; you'll see me just as your daughter does now,

as all wholesome folks see women like me. And I

shall have no weapon to tight with — not one serviceable

little bit of prettiness left nie to defend myself.
Paula is in great pain which prepares us for her suicide. When Drummle comes, Aubrey tells him about what happened. He starts to condemn the way all men live. This is one of the moral lessons in the play, which is how it is wrong to live a man's life. 
Aubrey.

Curse him! Curse

him ! Yes, I do curse him — him and his class !

Perhaps I curse myself too in doing it. He has

only led  a man's life

— just as 1. how many of

us, have done ! The misery he has brought on me

and mine it's likely enough we. in our time, have

helped to bring on other's by this leading a man's life !

'" But 1 do curse him for all that. My God,

I've nothing more to fear — I've paid my fine !

And so I can curse him in safety. Curse him !

Curse him !

The other moral lesson is when Ellean comes at the end of the play telling them that Paula killed herself, and she shows regret. This is a cry for mercy, as if Pinero asks people to be more merciful. 

Ellean .

Killed — herself ? Yes — yes. So everybody will

say. But I know — 1 helped to kill her. If had
only been merciful !

The play ends with Paula's suicide which does not come out of a weakness in her character, but happens due to a coincidence inserted by the dramatist to bring her downfall. 
That is why some of the critics considered the denouement coming through Dues ex machine. The end is prepared for because Paula was talking about killing herself, but it does not go as a kind of development of the weakness in Paula's character. 
Student's participation about the characters and the themes of the play. 
· Paula uses vulgar words, as it happened when she called the servant when he left her. So the first characteristics are she uses vulgar words which show that she belongs to a lower class. 

· Paula is honest. This appears in her letter. In the letter Paula gave to Aubrey, she mentioned the name of Ardale. This shows that she did not want to hide anything from him. 
· Paula is jealous .This appears in the first act, when Aubrey started looking at the letters before she leaves. 

· Paula is affected by nice words. When she was angry and Audrey talked to her in a nice way, she was affected. At the end of the play, Ellean said if I had treated her in a merciful way, she would not have killed herself. All this means that she is affected by nice words. 

· Paula is not self confident. She wrote a letter because she was afraid that he may leave her. 

· Paula is frank. When she was talking about becoming old. She is frank through admitting that she is jealous. When Ellean asked her if she listened to the dialogue between her and her father about Ardale, she said yes. 

· Sir George is rude because of breaking things in his hostess's house. 

· Ellean shows an interest in men. This is clear from the way she treats the guy who was walking with her in garden. Also, she shows interest in men in the way she forgives Ardale.

· Aubrey is brave because he married Paula despite the society's point of view. 

· Drummle is reasonable. When he talks about being honest and ignorance. You should be honest but not ignorant. 
· The dramatic tools: The dramatist uses dreams and letters as part of the dramatic devices. His use of dreams and letters developed the characters. Paula used to dream, Ellean used to get orders from her mother in the dreams, so dreams play a role in the play. Also letters that came to Aubrey, and the letters which are sent by Paula play a role in the play.
Main themes in the play
· The theme of misalliance: In the case of Paula and her husband, it was a failure. When the second act starts we see him reading a letter, and we see that the relation between them is not good. The way which shows how Paula is jealous is another point which shows that this marriage is a failure. While he was talking to Drummle, Aubrey promised that he will lead this type of marriage to success, but he failed. 

· Theme of social death. When we are told that George married an actress, he is considered socially dead. Throughout the play we have two misalliances, that of George and that of Aubrey. According to the society, both of them are considered socially dead. Although Aubrey tries to find out that his marriage is different from that of Orreyed, but to the society both marriages the same, both of them are considered dead for the society. 

· Theme of appearance versus reality: it is exposed by the mirror. Paula is not bad as people think. Ellean is not the saint we think she is. 
· Theme of the return of the past. This theme is expressed throughout the play showing that this kind of marriage cannot succeed because Aubrey will always think of Paula’s past, and that her past will stay with her whenever she goes. This appears in the coincidence of the appearance of Ardale. His coming affirms the idea that the past comes again, and the future is the past enters through another room. 
The exposition has often been admired. Each step is prepared with the utmost skill, and the story of Aubrey's venture is unfolded before our eyes in a manner that is interesting and amusing. Pinero has left behind him those threadbare devices which introduced the history of his characters in a few line. 
This means that Instead of giving us the characters through narration, he gives us the information through dialogue. This is the difference between drama and novel.

But, in The Second Mrs. Tanqueray, by means of an apparently casual conversation, taking place at a natural meeting of Aubrey's friends, his past, his intentions, the relationship among the men and their wives, -- all is made unmistakably clear.
The different between the dramatic talent and the theatrical talent is that the dramatic talent is the raw material of theatrical talent. Dramatic, like poetic talent is born, not made; if it is to achieve success on the stage, it must be developed into theatrical talent by hard study, and generally by long practice.
                                                                                                             End …[image: image1.png]
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