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Education in North America and Asia
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In a western society, such as the United States or Canada,
that has many national, religious, and cultural differences
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, people highly value individualism- the differences among
people- and independent thinking
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Students there do not memorize information. Instead, they
find answers themselves, and they express their ideas in
class discussion. At an early age, students learn to form their
own ideas and opinions.
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In most Asian societies, by contrast, the people have the
same language, history, and culture. Perhaps for this reason,
the educational system in much of Asia reflects society's
belief in group goals and tradition rather than individualism
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Children in China, Japan, and Korea often work together and

help one another on assignments. In the classroom, the

teaching methods are often very formal. The teacher

lectures, and the students listen. There is no much



discussion. Instead, they recite rules or information that
they have memorized.
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There are advantages and disadvantages to both systems

Topic: Education in North America and Asia

Main Idea: Education in western countries is different
from Asian countries
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A hundred years ago, in most of the world , people didn’t
have much choice about the work that they would do,
where they would do it , or how they would do it
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If their parents were farmers, they became farmers
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The society _ and tradition _ determined their profession
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twenty years ago in many countries , people could choose
their livelihood
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they also had the certainty of a job for life , but they usually
couldn’t choose to change from one employer to another or
from one profession to another
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Today, this is not always the case. Career councilors tell us
that the world of work is already changing fast and will
_ . change dramatically in the next 25 years.
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The situation varies from country to country, but in today’s
economy, there is generally less job security worldwide .
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Even in Japan , where people traditionally had a very secure
job for life ,there is now no promise of a lifetime job with the
same company.
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One reason for the lack of job security is the worldwide
decrease in manufacturing jobs.
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Another reason is employer’s need to hold down costs . This
has resulted in two enormous changes for the workforce



Topic:Changing career trends

Main ldea:The world of work has changed
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For the first time in history, almost the entire world is now
sharing the same economic system.
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Communism began to fall in the late 1980
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and since then ,capitalism has spread to most corners of the
world
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The basis of apure capitalist economy is free trade ,also
called " open trade”.
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There are benefits of open trade for both rich and poor
countries
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For developed countries such as Japan and England, free
trade brings with /it more competition
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which in turn brings advantages such as lower prices and
more choices of products for consumers.
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For developing countries, open trade means that people
have access to essential goods such as food, clothing, and
fuel ( for transportation and heat).
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An open economic system can be a key to improving the
lives of people in both poor and rich countries because it can
reduce poverty and improve living conditions
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Topic:Global Trade
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Travelers who return from a vacation often answer the
question “ How was your trip?” by saying, " Oh, it was out of
this world!’ by this idiom, they mean, of course, that their
trip was amazing or wonderful
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However, people will soon be able to use this expression
literally, but it will be expensive.
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Already, it's possible to go through the same training that
astronauts go through
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Just go to Star City, Russia. In addition to astronaut training
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it’s possible to experience on of their " Space Adventures.”
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On one of these, for example, you can enter a special plane
that gives you the feeling of weightlessness that astronauts
experience- several minutes of zero-gravity .
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Two private individuals have already spent a week at the
International Space Station at a price of $20,000,000 each
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A number of companies are now planning projects to
commercialize space in various ways.
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A California company, Scaled Composites, and a British
company, Virgin Galactica, are working on the creation of
reusable vehicles
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that could carry passengers in the near future

Topic:Travelling Into Space
Main |dea:Space travelling is now possible
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In some societies, women overeat to become plump because
large women are considered beautiful
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while skinny women are regarded as unattractive.
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A women's plumpness is also an indication of her family's
wealth
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In other societies, by contrast, a fat person is considered
unattractive, so men and women eat little and try to remain
slim.
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In many parts of the world, people lie in the sun for hours to
darkens their skin
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while in other places light, soft skin is seen as attractive.
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People with gray hair often dye it black,
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whereas those with naturally dark hair often change its color
to blond or purple.

TOpiC:Different views about body shape
Jamall JS& oo Adlida ¢ Si(



Main Ildea:People have different attitudes about
; their bodies
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We all know the expression to change your mind.
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But is it possible literally to change your mind-or, to be more
precise, to change your brain?
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Reports from 2005 says yes.
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First, the bad news, at least for smokers: a study from the
University of Edinburgh, in Scotland. If concludes that
smoking makes people less intelligent. On cognitive tests (
tests that involve judgment)
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smokers did significantly worse than nonsmokers
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The theory that toxins- poisons- in the smoke enter the
blood and damage blood vessels providing the brain with
oxygen
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And there is more bad news, for most of us
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a study from the University of London says that "
informania”
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the constant flood of information from cell phones, emails,
and text messaging- can reduce intelligence by ten points on
an IQ test.

Topic:Changing your mind
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