Studying abroad offers students many advantages. First of all, students
have the opportunity to learn a new language by interacting with native
speakers every day. The students live in a new culture, 5o they can lear
both in and out of the classtoom. Studying abroad teaches students that
there are other ways of looking at the world. This is a very important part
of education. Students leam to be flexible because they have to adapt to
different ways of living. They experience another culture in a much more
significant way than if they simply took a vacation to another country, For:
eign students are far from home, Therefore, they have to become respon-
sible and self-reliant, When they study abroad, students have an experience
they will remember all their lives,
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There are several reasons that undergraduate students should not study
away from home living away from home is much more expensive than Liv-
ing at home. Families can save money by not paying room and board, teen
agers are not mature enough o live far away from their fanulies. Therefore,
they often get into trouble. Some students even fail courses because they
are not disciplined enough to study in addition they never go to class. -
nally many students feel lonely and homesick So they are not able to study.
All undergraduate students who stay home with their families get  good
education and also a good price.
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My Neighborhood

My neighborhood is fascinating because people from all over the world
live in it. When I walk down the main street of my neighborhood, I can hear
the unfamiliar sounds of languages from all over the world. Each ethnic
group has its own colorful shop or fascinating restaurant. On a warm eve-
ning, I can smell the sweet melons from the Korean produce store and the
spicy curries from the Indian restaurant. These smells are free, but for a
small price, I can also buy any of 50 kinds of cheeses with strange names
from one store, or exotic Asian vegetables and the spices to cook them in
from another. The people of the neighborhood take pride in their surround-
ings. On almost every street, they plant trees and flowers from their native
countries to remind them of home and to brighten up the dull gray cement
and run-down apartment buildings. One of my neighbors plants delicate
Scottish flowers every year in memory of her mother’s garden in Scotland.
Another neighbor has a Chinese vegetable garden in window boxes. I don't
need to buy an airplane ticket to experience the world; a walk around my
neighborhood can be just as exciting.
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Muscat, the ancient cap-
ital of Oman, is on a spec-
tacular site. The city lies
on a narrow strip of land
between the sparkling blue — ERE J_—-—
waters of the Arabian Gulf [ E‘% '
and the rocky brown moun- g8 b
tains behind it. Muscat is
a wonderful combination
of historic sites and mod- €& y x
e buildings. Tourists inter- 4 The corniche in Muttrah Soug, Oman
ested in history will marvel
at the splendid forts with their watchtowers and walled gateways. Those with
an Interest in contemporary architecture will appreciate the simple lines of
the Sultan’s lovely but unpretentious palace. Directly adjacent to Muscat is the
harbor of Muttrah with its beautiful corniche and busy market full of the sights
and sounds of this ancient bridge between the Middle East and Asia.
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We live in an ordinary house on an
ordinary street in an ordinary suburb,
and I think it is terrific! Our house is
now about 30 years old, but it looks
newer. I used to live in apartments,
first in Florida, and then in New Mex-
ico. But I prefer living in our own
home. My house is like hundreds of
other houses in the suburbs, one story
with an attached garage. There isnoth- ¢ 7 _
ing special about the house, and it 4 A suburban community in the United States
won't win any prizes for architecture,
but it’s perfect for our family. The kitchen is big and has new appliances,
including a beautiful new dishwasher and a microwave oven. I don't like
the heat, but we have air conditioning in the living room and bedrooms, so
it is always cool. I don’t know why some people I know don’t like the
suburbs. For the kids, there’s a nice yard where they can play. It's very
safe, so my wife and I don’t have to worry. I am very thankful that we can
afford this house and live our ordinary lives in it.
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