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LISTENING 2 | What's Your Sense of Humor?
VOCABULARY

Here are some words from Listening 2. Read the sentences. Circle the
best definition for each bold word.

1. Sometimes I don't understand jokes in English. I feel confused about
what is funny.
@) to know what something means
b. to listen carefully to

2. Rei has a great sense of humor. She will probably laugh when T tell
her the joke.

a. not really
b/ almost certainly

3. Oh, no! I brought the wrong book to English class. This is my
Spanish book.
a) incorrect
b. interesting

4. Do you think it's funny to make fun of other people?
a. to talk quietly to
b.) to laugh at in an unkind way

5. Marisol is afraid to stand in front of an audience. She feels
very nervous.
a/ scared
b. happy

6. Some people don’t like to show their feelings. They don’t laugh or cry
in front of other people.

/a’ emotions such as happiness and anger
b. parts of the body

7. Sometimes it’s difficult to communicate in another language.
a./ talk to people
b. look at people

8. Close your eyes and imagine that you are at the beach.
a/ to make a picture in your mind
b. to draw a picture on paper
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PREVIEW LISTENING 2
| What's Your Sense of Humor?

You are going to listen to a guest speaker in a university lecture. In the
lecture, he talks with the professor about people’s sense of humor.

What’s your opinion?

[J Most people have the same sense of humor.
Everyone has a different sense of humor.

LISTEN FOR MAIN IDEAS

@ Track69  Read the items. Then listen to the lecture. Circle the answer that
describes each type of humor.

1. “Put-down humor”
a. helps us feel relaxed.
b. is the most common style.
(€, makes fun of others.

2. “Bonding humor”
a. is not very nice.
(b) brings people together.
c. makes other people feel afraid.

3. “Hate-me humor” makes fun of
a. people you dislike.

b. silly things.
‘© yourself.

4. “Laughing-at-life humor”

(a) makes life easier.
b is difficult to understand.
c. makes other people sad.

LISTEN FOR DETAILS

@ Track 70 Read the sentences. Then listen again. Write T (true) or F (false).

_T_1. Doctor Long feels that a sense of humor means we are happy.

_L_2. He thinks “put-down humor” is a way to make friends.
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_7_3. He says that people who use “bonding humor” like to tell jokes. !

4. “Hate-me humor” does not mean we want people to dislike us.

—L5. He says people who have the “laughing-at-life” style often have a
sad life.

7_6. 'The professor wants to have a “laughing-at-life” humor style.

@ WHAT Do You THINK?

A. Discuss the questions in a group.

L. Do you agree that it’s very important for a person to have a sense of
humor? Why or why not?

2. Do you know any people with one of the four main humor types? Who
are they? Describe them. What do they say or do?

3. Which style is most like your sense of humor? Why do you think so?

B. Think about both Listening 1 and Listening 2 as you discuss
the questions.

1. How is humor different in a book than in a person? How are they the
same?

2. Do you like to laugh at yourself? Why or why not?

Vocabulary Skill | Synonyms @ “

Synonyms are words that have almost the same or a similar meaning. The
dictionary often gives synonyms in the definition of a word. In the example,
a synonym is given for funny.

funny & /fani/ adjective (funnier, funniest)
1 making you laugh or smile: a funny story
He’s so funny! © syNnoNYM amusing
2 strange or surprising: There’s a funny smell in
this room.

You can build your vocabulary by learning synonyms for words you already

know. Learning synonyms will help you understand more when you listen.

All dictionary entries are from the Oxford Basic American Dictionary for learners of English © Oxford University Press 2011.
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A. Read the sentences. Write a synonym from the box for each
underlined word. You may use some synonyms more than once.
Use your dictionary to help you.

famous funny huge laugh feelings

1. Did you read the book James and the Giant Peach? It’s about an
enormous peach.
enormous: /

2. My friend Tomas is hilarious. He always makes me laugh.
hilarious: 1179

3. Charles Dickens started writing when he was a young boy. But he didn’t
become well known until he got his first professional writing job.

well known: 7 aw77u’

4. Poets often write about different emotions such as anger or excitement.
emotions: ads

5. Those two students are rude. They sit in the back of the class and giggle.
giggle: /24 h

6. Children often make silly faces to make other kids laugh.
silly: __u__*

B. Look in the dictionary to find one more synonym for each of these
words. Write a sentence with each new synonym.

1. Word: huge Synonym: _Big ,vast, immense,, large , giant
gigantic ,enormous T
Sentence:
B : Chuckle , guffaw , cackle , crack up , giggle
\\u\\ 2. Word: laugh Synonym: €l g p , gigg
\ Sentence:
3. Word: funny Synonym: __Amusing , humorous ,witty, hysterical , hilarious
: sill;
Sentence:

C. Work with a partner. Read your synonyms and sentences from Activity B
\ to your partner.
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