Grammatical rules and systems

Lecture 4
What is a clause?

A complete sentence needs at least one finite, independent clause.
s23me Alite dlea ) J8Y) e zliag 4L dleal)
JaolS ire e _pniy Jad g Jold [gad Asial) o]
A simple sentence is composed of only one finite clause, so that the
structure of a finite clause is identical with that of a simple sentence.
Cadarl) ALl 4 g saal g Alaa el 3l Jadd gaal g Jiiue dlea (el Aayal) Al
S ity S jall dsensl] Sl e e L] o sicuad olins y3 Loy 55500 2y Lin

Here are some examples of one-clause sentences:
Adagen Alea (e CllE Jan e ALY Gany 02

1. | have just telephoned Mohammed.

2. He was my best friend.

3. This is his photograph.

4. At nine o’clock, we all gathered in the classroom.
5. He always does his work perfectly.

Each of these one-clause sentences has a subject and a predicate. The predicate
is what is said about the subject.
b Jelill ol ) sSall = 5 U s Jelill e ety el 4 Jpnies Jold L Janll o2 (pa S
Sl Al il all Alaad) 3 Db a8 sany Sl Le S5 3aa) 5 AaK (e 5 le
B3S4l) i s
5. He always does his work perfectly.
Cuig) Aag) )l Aleall 3 Miad pa e Jelil lae dleall 85355 50 48 JS b La)l ) g0l 5y
LS e gl ST L sl 580 Jeldl

4. At nine o’clock, we all gathered in the classroom.

If either of those two parts, subject or predicate, were missing, the sentence
would not be complete.
LS ()53 (o)) Alaalld 3 i (uall y Jelall) ce Sall (3 e s 5a sl
However, in an imperative, the subject is usually unstated.
s Jia o g (3 68y ol et eday Y Jelilld 4y eVl dlaad) i L
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e.g. Go study.

When the subject is missing, we assume that it is “you”, the person or persons
spoken to. The previous sentence can be expanded as follows:

tzeal) b Of (Saall (e Adad) Aeall 5 il ™ 0S5 4k Ll (5 13 sk Jeldl 058 Lt
You go study.

The subject of a clause is a noun phrase. The predicate is a verb phrase.
Every finite clause has the following basic structure:
Tl Ll sanma Alen S5 ulad Alen )5S Aleal 3 5l Fpand Alan )5S Aleall 3 Jelil
4l

NP (subject)+ VP (predicate)
The man bought a new car.

The Verb Phrase

Verb Phrase (VP)
(< ) Adadlt Aol
The verb phrase (VP) consists sometimes of a finite verb only.
Laad daaa Jad e Ulal () oS3 dledl) dlaal)
e.g. We all waited.
More often, the VP consists of a group of words (verbal group) with a finite
verb as its head.
A 058 )y Jad ae (Aaded Ao gans) DlalS de gane (o (ST Aladll Alaad) Rl 8 (S
Lol
For a clause to be finite, there must be a finite verb in it.
RREUNKEN PRNS L R VX PR RET) A PEN PSS ENRCER N
The verb can be either:
(0S8 O (S Jadl)
1. Simple
b1
A simple verb consists of one word.
8as 5 4alS (e ¢ 5SH Do) Jadll
e.g. is, was, walked, sat, did
2. Complex
XY Y]
A complex verb consists of a verbal group.
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Ailad de gana e (S Saal) Jadll
e.g. have telephoned, were placed, were waiting, did not like, could see

Finite vs. Non-finite Verbs

Finite Verbs

3adaall Jledy)

Finite verbs show tense, person and number.

2anll 5 ad &l g ole 3G i saaadd) Jladd)

The verb “be” in the following sentences is an example of a finite verb.
sl dedll e Jlie ga 4000 Jaal) 3 (1 pa ) Jadl

He is here. They are here. (person and number)
He is here today. He was here yesterday. (tense)

Finite verbs can have three forms:
LIS G saaadl Jadll 5 oS o) oS
1. The base form (simple form) of the verb
s Jia, J2dll (h.-.‘“-‘s‘) b J2i)
e.g. walk, talk, drink, speak
2.3 person singular form of the verb
(Al 5 pulaall Ll e Cionii ol adidl) ) EMA Gad sl jid) JSE
e.g. walks, talks, drinks, speaks
3. The simple past form of the verb
e, Jnill ) el JS
e.g. walked, talked, drank, spoke

Exercise

What is the form of the finite verb in each sentence?
A Jaall 8 aaaall Jadll & 5 20

a. base form b. 3" person singular form c. past form

1. The manager talked to the employees.

2. He drinks coffee every morning.

3. Ahmed and Khaled usually study together.

4. | went to the mall yesterday.

5. At eight o’clock every morning, my father goes to work.
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Non-finite verbs
Badaa ad) Jladdy)
Non-finite verbs do not show tense, person and number. The verb “come”
in the following sentences is an example of a non-finite verb.
c2anll g (adill g le 3L jedas ¥ saase il JladY)
Baaaa el JladSU JUieS 20 ABiaY) 8" L " il

e.g.

| expect him to come soon. We expect them to come soon. (person and
number)

He is coming now. He was coming at the same time yesterday. (tense)

Non-finite verbs can have three forms:
Pl ety 3l saana il JledY)
1. The infinitive
1. il
The infinitive has the same form as the base. It is often preceded by an
infinitive marker “to”.
Aadlay B gale A Lo Wlle 4 dapad) 5 ) JSE iy T (5 )daad) 2ana ) el
( to ) s dras

In some cases :
YA (any
(e.g. after modal auxiliary verbs) the infinitive is bare (without “to™)

( to ) Avadl Adlall ¢ od s saaal Juill Sl (4da s pdiall saclusall JledY) 2y 1 DU)
. For example:
| am waiting for him to come. (Infinitive with “to”)
He can come tomorrow. (Bare Infinitive)

2. Present Participle (also called —ing participle)
(Jie dadlh (ing ) i L sa g el g jliadll
e.g. walking, talking, drinking, speaking

3. Past Participle (also called —ed participle)
ol Y iy puaall) g8 g (srdl) ualall
e.g. walked, talked, drunk, spoken
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Exercise

Decide whether the underlined verbs are:

P s bl alat Al IS 1Y) Lo das

a. finite b. non-finite

1. He was able to walk after physical therapy.

2. He is making a chair out of wood.

3. He made a chair yesterday in his workshop.

4. You should spend more time studying.

5. They spend time together every Thursday morning.

Finite vs. Non-finite Clauses
dadaa arll Al dadal)

A finite clause is a clause which has a finite verb.
Qe Jad g it Al e saaaall dlaal)
e.g. He is waiting for the headmaster to come.

The previous above example has a finite verbal group, “is waiting”.

;@qum@d&sw. = dgyld) dlaal)
“is waiting”.
A non-finite clause is a clause which does not have a finite verb.
Dana Jad e o giat Y Al dlaall s sodse il dlesll
In the previous example “for the headmaster to come” has a non-finite verb
“to come”, but does not have a finite verb.
AL Aleal 3
for the headmaster to come.

Amedadlgdaa oV Sly (1 “to come” )amae pe Jad lgd o g

At least one clause in an English sentence must be finite.
Ba3ae (688 O ang A plai¥) 5 jlall 8 3as 5 Adea JEY) e
Simple sentences consist of one finite clause.
Baasa Baa) g Alan (pe () SE Adavund) 3 5luall

e.g. He is a student.
Compound and complex sentences consist of two or more clauses with at
least one finite clause.
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Baa g sadae dlea SV e g Jaall e JIS) 51 U (e (5SSl g A4S pall ol Laall

e.g. He is waiting for the headmaster to come.
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