Causes of the Renaissance:
The Reformation
Main Points

Causes and Consequences of the Reformation
Before the Reformation ALL Christians in Europe %

were Roman Catholic
Reformation Ended the Religious Unity in Europe +*
Attack on the medieval church—its institutions, ¢
doctrine, practices and personnel
The Reformation caused a split in Christianity with ~ +
the formation of the new Protestant religions

The Medieval Church
Mission of the Church: To save the soul of all the %
members.
Tithe: People donated one tenth (1/10) of the <
produce from their lands to the church each year.
Wealth: Church became wealthiest group in <
Europe
Church was the Center of daily life. The local %
church served as a church,
meeting place, and shelter during war.
Community: The church dominated community <+
life and controlled interaction between Christians

The Problem of the Catholic Church
Greed, corruption and absenteeism

Sales of indulgences: The release of a soul from <
purgatory (hell) for

monetary donation —a HUGE abuse of Church power!
Extortion of money from the poor
Unfair Land and wealth distribution <+
The corruption of the Papacy +*
European population was increasingly anti-clerical <*
Absenteeism of church leaders during natural <
disasters (plague, famine) or to solve everyday

problems for people

New Socio-economic realities

Better educated, urban populace was more critical of the
Church than rural Peasantry

Renaissance monarchs were growing impatient %
with the power of the Church

Society was growing more humanistic and secular «*
Growing individualism %
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Technological Developments

Scientific developments contradicted Church doctrine
Invention of movable type (printing) in 1450 by Johann
Gutenberg

Manufacture of paper becomes easier and cheaper

Spread of ideas faster than the Catholic Church could
control them

Intensified intellectual criticism of the Church
Protestant ideals appealed to the urban and the literate

Calls for Reform
The Church’s political power started being <
challenged
Unwillingness to depend on the Church and  +*
rejection of the constraints it enforced
Growing human confidence vs. “original sin” «*
Catholic church becomes defensive and unableto  <*
respond to the criticism

K/

The confusing nature of scholasticism and of  «¢
church dogma

Reformers

Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536)

A Dutch scholar, humanist, and theologian.
Was ordained a Catholic priest, but never <
practiced priestly duties.

Studied, instead, theology and classical Greek ¢
at the universities of Paris and Cambridge.

Was critical of some of the practicesand ¢
doctrines of the Catholic Church.

Sought to reform the Catholic Church

In Praise of Folly - by Erasmus Written in Latin in 1509
(Best-seller (only the Bible sold more by 1550

Erasmus was a devout Catholic who sought to reform the
Church, not destroy it

Criticized immorality and hypocrisy of Church leaders and
the clergy
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The book inspired renewed calls for reform, and i) ke il s e Shadl il geall anad QSN (a g (ga
influenced Martin Luther

Martin Luther (1483-1546) A German Priest SV Gl A (VO£TY EAT) il e
Openly addressed the problems in the Church ) Sl G JSLAA) Lle A 5
Said that faith is private and church should have no A aSadll )5Sy ) g Y Al Galad) s el o)
Control over it

Oct 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses on the i€ (b e a5l 30 Jigl (5isle ki ) OVY eI T
church door in Wittenburg, Germany . Lol ‘Wittenburg
The 95 theses summarized his criticisms of Church AU 432Ew) 40 J) el il el
5100 of copies distributed throughout Germany and Lisyst s Lol slasl gen 8 de ) sal) Gensil) (pas) v v e
Europe
Reformation Begins 2 Z3uaY)

By 1521 Luther was calling for Germany to spilt from the A G Ll e o SadY Wildll figl semg YOYY (e
catholic Church

Wanted German princes to overthrow Papal power in At a5 Ll (3 45 5ll) Aalud) 21D Al o) 5031 31
Germany and establish a German Church kY
Jan 1521 - Luther is excommunicated VoYY Lo Jidajhy
He was summoned by Imperial Diet of Holly Roman skl ¥l (s e skl nuaY) (13 e@‘ Jé d‘ffﬁ“‘
Empire to the city of Worms by Emperor Charles V and e puddll J LS skl ¥l i G Gl A t;\ Aol
was ordered to change his ideas o S8 i el
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Luther — “NO” — The Edict of Worms was issued, making
Luther an outlaw
Luther kept in hiding by German princes
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Lutheranism

Lutheranism (Protestantism) Spreads

Followers of Luther’s religious practices increased
Protestantism Gained support among many German
princes

German peasants revolted (The Peasants’ Revolt) «YoY¢
and hoped Luther would support them, but... because
Luther needed the support of German princes, he did not
help the peasants

fGermany is in turmoil — is it Catholic? Is it Lutheran

To establish peace, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V
accepted the Peace of Augsburg, and allowed German
.princes to choose their own faith and religion

Protestantism Spreads across Europe
Ulrich Zwingli and the Zwinglian Reformation

John Calvin and Calvinism
Henry VIII and the English Reformation

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) / The Zwinglian Reformation
priest in Zurich, Switzerland

:Revolted against the Catholic Church

Banned all religious relics & images

.Whitewashed all church interiors

Banned music in church services

Did not merge with Luther because he disagreed with him
on communion
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John Calvin (1509-1564) and Calvinism

(Replaced Zwingli (killed in religious war

French, fled to Switzerland for safety

began reforming Geneva, Switzerland — oY1

Created a church-government of elect and laity

(Used consistory (moral police

Sent missionaries throughout Europe to convert
Catholics

His ideas spread to France, Netherlands, Scotland

Mid 16th Century — Calvinism more pop than Lutheranism
(John Calvin (1509-1564

Anti-Catholic

Was influenced by Martin Luther, but.. Disagreed with
” Luther’s “Salvation through Faith alone

Established his own Protestant Religion in Switzerland

Calvinism: Started in Switzerland
England and America = Puritans
Scotland = The Presbyterians
Holland = The Dutch Reform
France = The Huguenots
Germany = The Reform Church
South Africa = Boers

:Calvinism believes in

Predestination: It is decided, at birth, if people will go to
heaven or hell

Preach a purified existence and opposed to drinking,
gambling, card playing, swearing, etc
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Reformation in England

Political, not religious motives for reform

Henry VIII — King of England needs a male heir

to carry on the Tudor Dynasty

Married Catherine of Aragon

(Aunt of Charles V, the Holly Roman Emperor)
«Catherine gave him a daughter, Mary and no son

ISo Henry wanted a divorce

In the Catholic Church, you need an annulment, granted
.Church. The Pope ONLY can grant it to a King by the
The Pope refused to grant the annulment, too political
Standoff between: The King of England and HRE Emperor
After a long argument, Henry decided to break away from
the Catholic Church

Archbishop of Canterbury granted Henry VIl a divorce
Act of Supremacy(1534) established the Church of
England

King Now controls over religious doctrine, appointments,
etc

Henry VIl dissolved Catholic claims, sold its land and
possessions

Took power but remained close to Catholic teachings

Henry and His Wives

.......

Sleves I sward Boarr
Henry was desperate for a son. So much so he married 6
lltimes
...The saying goes
Divorced, Beheaded, Died
Divorced, Beheaded, Survived
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Henry died — YotV

His 9 year old son, Edward VI, took the throne

The Church of England or the Anglican Church became

more Protestant, which triggered the anger of the

Catholic Church

Edward VI died — YooY

His half-sister Mary (Catholic) took throne

Mary wanted to restore Catholicism

She had over 300 Protestants burned alive as heretics,

”.which earned her the title “Bloody Mary

Mary increased tensions between Catholics and
Protestants

What did the Reformation Attacked in the in
medieval church ?

It attacked its institutions, doctrine, practices and
personnel.

2. What was the mission of the Church?

save the soul of all the members

3. What is Tithe ?
1/10 of money ( produce from people's land ) people
donate to church.

4. Beside of being church, it served as ... ?
meeting place, and shelter during war.

5. What is Sales of indulgences ?
It is the release of a soul from purgatory (hell) for
monetary donation

He was A Dutch scholar, humanist, and theologian,
He wrote In Praise of Folly and was and was Best-
seller (only the Bible sold more by 1550), who is he ?
Desiderius Erasmus

7. Openly addressed the problems in the Church,
who is he ?
Martin Luther

8. He Criticized immorality and hypocrisy of Church
leaders and the clergy , who is he?

Desiderius Erasmus
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Banned all religious relics & images & music in
church services??

Ulrich Zwingli

10. Sent missionaries throughout Europe to
convert Catholics

John Calvin

11. What was The Edict of Worms was issued for
?

It issed to to make Martin Luther outlaw

12. Disagreed with Luther’s “Salvation through
Faith alone.” who is he ?
John Calvin

13. Established his own Protestant Religion in
Switzerland .who is he ?
John Calvin

14. Did not merge with Luther because he
disagreed with him on communion . who is he ?
Ulrich Zwingli

15. Created a church-government of elect and
laity, who is he ?
John Calvin
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16. Used consistory (moral police) who is he ?
John Calvin

17. What was the movement that opposed to
drinking, gambling, card playing, swearing,
Calvinism

18. killed in religious war , who is he ?
Ulrich Zwingli

19. Catherine gave Henry V111 a daughter, what
was her name ?
Mary

20. Why did Henry decided to break away from
the Catholic Church?

Because the pope refused to give him the annulment
to divorce

21. At which year Henry Viii established the
Church of England?
In 1534 in Act of Supremacy

22. Who granted Henry Viii the divorce ?
Archbishop of Canterbury

23. Whay did Mary earned the title ** bloody mary
?

Because she burned over 300 Protestants burned
alive
True Or False :

24. The Reformation caused a split in Christianity
with the formation of the new Protestant religions ==

25. Church became wealthiest group in Europe ==
26. Sales of indulgences: The release of a soul from
purgatory (hell) without monetary donation U= with

monetary donation

27. European population was increasingly anti-
clerical ==

Absenteeism of church leaders during natural
disasters (plague, famine) or to solve everyday
problems for people ==

29. Scientific developments was Compatible
Church doctrine Ua

It contradicted church doctrine

30. Invention of movable type (printing) in 1564 by
Johann Gutenberg Usa
it was at 1450

31. In Praise of Folly was written in 1509 ~=
32. Ulrich Zwingli was a german priest Usx

33. Martin Luther was summoned by Imperial Diet
of Holly Roman Empire to the city of Worms by
Emperor Charles Il U= Charels V

1524, German peasants revolted ==

35. Luther supported peasants revoult ?

Ua He didn't because he himself needed the
support of German princes

36. Charles V accepted the Peace of Augsburg, and
allowed German princes to choose their countires ?
e

he allowded them to choose their own faith and
religion

37. Ulrich Zwingli Revolted against the Catholic
Church: ==

38. Erasmus's Ideas spread to France, Netherlands,
Scotland s

John Calvin

39. Mid 16t Century — Calvinism more pop than
Lutheranism =

40. Predestination: It is decided, at birth, if people
will go to heaven or hell ==

41. Henry VIII had religious motives for reform

¢

Uad

political

42. Henry VIII Married Catherine of Aragon (Aunt
z=0f Charles V, the Holly Roman Emperor
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43. The Pope refused to grant Henry V111 annulment
to divorce ==

44. Act of Supremac issued at 1367 Las
it was issed at 1534

45. Henry V11 married 4 times U=
he married 6 times

46. Henry died at 1547 ~=

47. His 9 year old son, Edward VI, took the throne
after him ==

48. Mary wanted to restore Catholicism so she burnd
over 300 Protestants burned alive as heretics ==
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Causes of the Renaissance: Trade and Exploration
Renaissance Literature

Gold, God and Glory
Trade routes, Missionary work and Fame
Crusades tried to dislodge Muslims from control <«
of trade routes to the East

Crusades were a big loss, but Europe learnt to  +¢
draw maps and sail seas.

Fall of Islamic Spain, al-Andalus, put a huge <+
reservoir of wealth and scientific knowledge in
the hands of Europe

Notice the dates: Fall of Grenada January 1492, <
Columbus sails in July 1492.

Explorations Begin
Portugal, Spain, England, and France led the «*
exploration and colonization movement and
built individual empires across the Americas,
Africa, Asia, and Australia.
Portugal led the way. A land of experienced **
sailors who had traveled the seas in search of
trade for centuries. Portuguese monarchs like
Prince Henry the Navigator understood their
country’s dependence on the sea and eagerly
finance exploration ventures.

Portugal
Portugal led the way. A land of experienced
sailors who had traveled the seas in search of
trade for centuries. Portuguese monarchs like
Prince Henry the Navigator understood their
country’s dependence on the sea and eagerly
finance exploration ventures.
The Portuguese, first, explored
the west coast of Africa and established
trade in gold and slaves.

EUROQPE

Portugal_ 5

CALESTN) g 5 jladl) € sduagtl) o
c,a.\‘\f\ zud-@-i

e 4 g e Ml
B gl g (g ) Jandl g <3 i) (3 )k
Gk e 8 haad) (e Cpalasall 3kl duilial) G pad) ks
G 5
iy g g) caalad (815 3 S B jled dnbial) qugsall cuils
10 ) il A
3 pall coa i )3 g e (i) Libpd b s g
Lol gl (g 85l g dsalad

st slsS ) EAY il (e Al 8 o gl o ) gl) Baad
NEAY Jeal glsn b A

O CBLESTLNY)

48 a9 calisiod g L jd o sl (Lilaad (JUaS pal) A8

L 81 g (i e ey Aga 8N iy ghal el g lania)
Ll e g bl g

198 Cpdl) 3 pdd) (5 933 jladl () A LGkl Jlak ) 28
o & glal) Al ) agd ()98 Baad 3 ladl) e Uiy o)
Jusaiy Al o anadly slaie ) ) (5 fa CidSiol)
,J,V.a.“ é)&gdbﬁﬁu\}\ @Jlﬁu

Jas )

98l Cdll B i) (593 B jladl) (il A Lkl Jlasi ) 28
Jia & plal) AN ) agh 0198 Baad 3 ladl (e Uiay )
Jusais ol o anadly slaie W) jua¥l (5 R CidSinal)
.J,\;Aﬂ éJ&gd\aﬁSﬁuY\ @qu

LS N g ¢yl yal)
Ladl g Ly B Al Jald)
sl g adl) 85 )

VY Page (Craall G )) iadlae o oS Al Cuall jela L aSiles (o Sge asY




K/

1497, Vasco da Gama sailed around the Cape of <«
Good Hope at the southern tip of Africa and
Continued to India. He and his crew were the

first Europeans to reach India by sea

Then the Portuguese established settlements <
in Brazil in South America.

Brazil provided Portugal gold and sugar. <

R/
0’0

Portugal was more interested in trade <*

than in taking over a land and its people. By the 1600s,
Portugal

had established trading posts in important coastal areas
of Africa

and Asia..

The Spanish Empire

®

Spain’s exploration and colonization were led by ¢
the Italian explorer Christopher Columbus. in

1492, Columbus reached the Caribbean Islands.

His aim was to find a new route to Asia.

Accidentally found America while looking fora <
westward route to Asia

His voyages considered a turning point in history <*
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Magellans's voyage around the world

R/

In 1510, Spain financed the voyage of ¢
Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan, who
headed south and west, rounding the tip of
South America and finally reaching the
Philippine Islands after 18 months at sea.
Magellan died there, but his crew returned
home after circumnavigating the entire world
and proving that the earth was round!

Spanish explorers soon conquered the powerful <+
Inca and Aztec empires in what is now Peru and
Mexico. They established colonies that

destroyed the native’s civilization and its
population. The Spanish empire eventually

became the largest and strongest of the colonial
empires.

The Spaniards used the gold and silver of the <*
Americas to finance military wars and to take
over Asian trades in spices, silk and cloth.
Spreading the Catholic religion was also an important
part of the Spanish colonization

The English Empire

Magellans's voyage around the world

St of Magedan

.
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R/

England started by conquering Ireland in the <+
1500s.

In the 1600s and 1700s, the English established  <*
tobacco plantations in the Caribbean Island and
colonies along the Atlantic coast of North

America.

The colonists were a mix of religious puritans <
and pirates and mercenaries.

In 1600, England chartered the East India
Company to trade in the East Indies (India and
Southeast Asia) and soon established a colonial
presence in India. India eventually came under
British rule in 1858.

England first explored Australia in the late 1600s  <*
and established a strong colonial presence there

in the late 1700s after the American colonies
became independent.

The French
The French settled in North America once French  +
explorer Samuel de Champlain founded the
colony of Quebec as a trading post in 1608. Then
they moved down the Mississippi River and
claimed the central part of what is now the
United States.

Rise of Mercantilism

®

Governments sponsored most early ventures <+
Private sponsorship begins with Joint-Stock <+
Companies

Money pooled together = Limited
liability

World trade shifts from Mediterranean <
to Atlantic

Mercantilism begins: <«

Nations base wealth on gold and silver, <+
gained only through mining or trade.
GoV’ts begin forcing colonies to trade  +¢
ONLY with parent country

All raw materials go to parent country, <
and colonies must buy finished goods

from parent country

All wealth then stays with parent <
country
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Social Impact
Massive population growth in Europe between <+
1450-1650 (55 mil to 100 mil)
Columbian Exchange- new crops, animals, <
diseases exchanged
Items only in Europe/Asia before 1492: Beet, Carrot,
Cherry, Cinnamon, Coffee, Grape, Lettuce, Melon, Oat,
Olive, Orange, Rice, Spinach, Wheat, Cattle, Goat, Pig,
Sheep, Cotton, Rat
Items only in America before 1492: Avocado, Cacao Bean
(Chocolate), Chile Pepper, Corn, Peanut, Pineapple,
Potato, Pumpkin, Sweet Potato, Tomato, Turkey,
Tobacco
People begin to migrate to New World colonies <+
for new opportunities

Scientific Revolution

Nicolas Copernicus

Studied in Poland; questioned old beliefs

Thought Earth was round, it rotated in axis, & revolved
around the sun

Wouldn’t publish beliefs until near death (afraid of the
Church)

Johannes Kepler

Used math to prove Earth revolved around sun

Also discovered planets move in ellipses & at different
speeds

Galileo Galilei

Built telescope & observed several moons

Proved theories of Copernicus

Church forced him to recant his beliefs

Also worked with physics and motion

Francis Bacon

Founded the scientific method (truth through evidence)
Rene Descartes

Questioned everything; father of analytical geometry
“l think therefore | am”

Isaac Newton

1* European to recognize concept of gravity (apple)
Wrote of laws of universe (Principia)

Developed calculus to study changes in forces or
quantities

Andreas Vesalius

Recorded information on human anatomy (The Structure
of the Human Body)

Robert Hooke

Used microscope to study the body Discovered cells
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Conclusions

Of course, Renaissance did not usher only an age of
exploration and travels and literature.

It also ushered an age of exploitation and destruction
Many nations were destroyed in the areas that came
under European control.

Some like the Mayas and Incas were very sophisticated
The Renaissance also ushered the age of the
International Slave Trade, and millions of Africans were
kidnapped and taken to plantations in the Americas
where they were forced into bondage and servitude.

Not to forget that mercantilism builds the foundations of
the modern Capitalist system

New methods of warfare that are far more devastating
than anything humanity has ever seen.

The literature of the Renaissance did not appear simply
because some writers of genius appeared, but because
the new socio-economic realities brought with it new
cultures and new ways to look at the world and new
ways to think and organize and communicate.
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Humanism

The Renaissance is one of two or three moments <«
in the history of Europe that has been most
transformative. It is comparable in its magnitude

to the Scientific Revolution and the Industrial
Revolution.

Previous lectures illustrated how the
Renaissance created new economic,
geographical and military realities. Now we will

address the new cultural realities that this

period produced.

The culture that the Renaissance brought with it is
called: Humanism. It is a culture that is still with us today
and many writers, intellectuals, artists and philosophers
still call themselves today “humanists

Humanism — Definitions
Originally, Humanism meant that important <
questions of life and death, good and evil,
politics and governance, etc. ceased being talked
about exclusively from the perspective of the
Church.
These questions and many others could now be <+
investigated and discussed by average human
beings, from their perspectives and for their own
interests.
That the human mind can now operate without ¢
the supervision of the Church dictating the
questions and the answers is, broadly speaking,
the meaning and the essence of Humanism.

Evolution of Humanism
Most historians say that Humanism appeared <+
first in Italy, but scholarship is showing that the
Renaissance, Humanism, the Scientific
Revolution would not have been possible
without the translation of Islamic books 300
years before (11" century) in Toledo, al-Andalus,
from Arabic into Latin. We will focus on Italy
only here.
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The reason why Humanism emerged in Italy are many:
It’s the home of the Roman Empire and its Latin v
culture, and much of Humanism consisted in

reviving the Latin literature and poetry of

classical Rome.

Because a substantial amount of the Latin v
literature of Classical Rome was still available in

the churches, monasteries and private villas of

Italy. The Church did not allow these texts to
circulate before, but the weakness of the

Church, the invention of printing and the

increased wealth made these texts and book
available to the public to read, translate and

imitate.

The emerging states in Europe have a need for v
administrators, secretaries, writers and

educated people to manage the new wealth

they have now from the new trade routes they

have established.

The Humanists were these writers, secretaries v
and administrators.

Humanists were educated people at the services «*
of kings and princes.

They provided these kings and princes with what  +
the Church could not provide: a secular

education

And it was the pursuit of that secular education <
that made humanists travel across Europe

looking for classical texts from Ancient Rome

and Greece.

This informal movement spread from Italy to  +¢
Holland, Germany, France, and England and was
responsible for the great literature and science
that became a feature of this era and which
influenced Europe and the world.

Some important Italian Humanists

Francesco Petrarca, known as Petrarch (1304-1374) the
Father of Humanism, a Florentine who spent his youth in
Tuscany and lived in Milan and Venice. He was a
collector of old manuscripts and through his efforts the
speeches of Cicero and the poems of Homer and Virgil
became known to Western Europe. Petrarch's works
also led to the rise of people known as Civic Humanists,
or those individuals who were civic-minded and looked
to the governments of the ancient worlds for inspiration.
Petrarch also wrote sonnets in Italian. Many of these
sonnets expressed his love for the beautiful Laura. His
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sonnets greatly influenced other writers of the time

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494) was **

an Italian who lived in Florence and who

expressed in his writings the belief that there

were no limits to what man could accomplish.

Leonardo Bruni (1369-1444), who wrote a biography of
Cicero, encouraged people to become active in the
political as well as the cultural life of their cities. He was
a historian who today is most famous for The History of
the Florentine Peoples, a 12-volume work. He was also
the Chancellor of Florence from 1427 until 1444.

Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375) wrote The <
Decameron. These hundred short stories were
related by a group of young men and women
who fled to a villa outside Florence to escape the
Black Death. Boccaccio's work is considered to
be the best prose of the Renaissance.

Baldassare Castiglione (1478-1529) wrote one of ¢
the most widely read books, The Courtier, which
set forth the criteria on how to be the ideal
Renaissance man. Castiglione's ideal courtier
was a well-educated, mannered aristocrat who
was a master in many fields from poetry to
music to sports.

Humanism and Medieval Supernaturalism
In the Medieval period, the church restricted the <+
intellectual life to priests and monks, and even
these men were not free to think, analyze and
read, not even the Bible. Intellectual life had
been formalized and conventionalized bu Chirch
limitation, until it had become largely barren and
unprofitable.
The whole sphere of knowledge (ALL questions) <+
had been subjected to the mere authority of the
Church’s narrow interpretation of the Bible.
Scientific investigation was almost entirely <
stifled, and progress was impossible. The fields
of religion and knowledge had become stagnant
under an arbitrary despotism.
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Impact of Humanism: Historical Thought

The advent of humanism ended the Church’s <*
dominance of education and the pursuit of
knowledge.

Written history started being written froma «*
secular perspective instead of from the
supernatural perspective of Church dogma.

This is where we get the division of history into:  <*
Ancient, Medieval and Modern that is still
commonly in use today.

Vergil, Cicero, Aristotle, Plato were no longer <+
regarded as mysterious prophets from a dimly
imagined past, but as real men of flesh and
blood, speaking out of experiences that were
remote in time but no less humanly real.

Impact of Humanism: Languages and Education

During the Middle Ages in Western Europe, Latin  «*
was the language of the Church and the

educated people. Humanists began to use the
vernacular, and helped develop the national
languages of their countries — Italian, French,
English, German.

Humanists also had a great impact on education. <
They supported studying grammar, poetry, and
history, as well as mathematics, astronomy, and
music. They promoted the concept of the well-
rounded individual (Renaissance man) who was
proficient in both intellectual and physical
endeavors.

Impact of Humanism: Civitas
Humanism also revived the Roman idea that an <+
educated man should have civic duties and
participate in the politics and the management
of his own society and its improvement
The word “human” became a catchword, as  **
opposed to the “supernatural” explanations of
the Medieval Church. Everything — history,
politics, science, commerce, religion, good and
evil — started being explained from a human
perspective, hence the word “humanism.”
Humanism understood that these questions had <
been addressed and investigated by the classics
(Greeks and Romans), and an unprecedented
effort began in Europe for the recuperation of
those ancient cultures and their texts.
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Impact of Humanism: Art and Paganism

The discovery of ancient texts and treasures was **
accompanied by new creative enthusiasm in
literature and all the arts; culminating

particularly in the early sixteenth century in the
appearance of some of the greatest painters in
Western history: Lionardo da Vinci, Raphael, and
Michelangelo.

But also the Light of the Renaissance had also its ¢
darkness. Breaking away from the medieval

bondage often also meant a relapse into crude
paganism and the enjoyment of all pleasures

with no restraints.Hence the Italian Renaissance

is also often called Pagan, and many in England

and France protested against the ideas and

habits that their youth were bringing back with

them from their studies in Italy.

The Renaissance Spreads

From Italy, the Renaissance spread northward, <+
first to France, and as early as the middle of the
fifteenth century English students were
frequenting the Italian universities.

Soon the study of Greek was introduced into %
England, first at Oxford. It was so successful that
when, early in the sixteenth century, the great
Dutch student and reformer, Erasmus was too
poor to reach Italy, he went to Oxford.

The invention of printing helped the multiplication of
books in unlimited numbers (before there had been only

a few manuscripts laboriously copied page by page).
Easier to open universities and scholarly circles
everywhere
In England, the Renaissance had a profound <«
impact, especially in the Court, where literature
took center stage.

Because the old nobility had perished in the <+
wars, Henry VII, the founder of the Tudor line,
and his son, Henry VIII, adopted the policy of
replacing it with able and wealthy men of the
middle class.

The court therefore became a brilliant and  +*
crowded circle of unscrupulous but unusually
adroit statesmen, and a center of lavish
entertainments and display.

Under this new aristocracy, the rigidity of the <+
feudal system was relaxed, and life became
somewhat easier for all the dependent classes.
Modern comforts, too, were largely introduced,
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and with them the Italian arts and literature.
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