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+ Do exercises 2, 3 and 6 in page 49.
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The sound patterns of language:

++Phonology

<»Phonemes

<*Phones and allophones
+*Minimal pairs and sets
«Syllables

<»*Consonant clusters

<+ Assimilation

“»Elision

< Phonology: is the description of the systems and patterns of speech sounds
in a language.

<+ Phonemes: are meaningful sounds, if one sound is used instead of the other
in a word its meaning will change. /f/ and /v/ fat and vat

1 phoneme = multiple letters /k/ =’ in ‘cat’
‘K’ in ‘bike’

2 letters together = 1 phoneme ‘th’ = /6/ as in ‘thing’

2 letters together = 1 phoneme ‘ch’ = /k/ in ‘chemistry’

< Phones and allophones: phones are different versions of sound-type
regularly produced in actual speech. They are phonetic units and appear in
square brackets. When we have a set of phones, all of which are versions of
one phoneme, we add the prefix “allo-” (one of a closely related set) and
refer to them as allophones of that phonemes. [t] sound in the word Zzar is
normally pronounced with a stronger puff of air than is present in the [t]
sound in the word star. (aspiration)

<+ Minimal pairs and sets: when two words such as patand bat are identical in
form except for a contrast in one phoneme, occurring in the same position,
the two words are described as a minimal pair. site — side, bet — bat, night —
right, might — fight. One minimal set based on the vowel phonemes (/4eat,
hit, hat, hot, hut, hate), and another minimal set based on consonant
phonemes (big, pig, rig, fig, dig, wig).

< Syllables:

A syllable must contain a vowel or vowel like sound, including diphthongs.
The most common type of syllable in language also has a consonant (C)
before the vowe/ (V) and is typically represented as CV. The basic elements
of the syllabus are the onset (one or more consonants) followed by the
rhyme. The rhyme (sometimes written as “rime”) consists of a vowel which
is treated as the nucleus, plus any following consonant(s), described as the
coda.
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Syllables like me, to or no have an onset and a nucleus, but no coda. They are
known as open syllables. When a coda is present, as in the syllables up,
cup, ator hat, they are called closed syllables.

The basic structure of the kind of syllable found in English words:

green (CCVC), eggs (VCC), and (VCC), 1 (V), do (CV), not (CVC),
like (CVC), them (CVC), Sam (CVC), am (VC)
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¢ Consonant clusters:

Both the onset and the coda can consist of more than one consonant, also
known as a consonant cluster. The combination /st/ is a consonant cluster
(CC) used as onset in the word stop, and as coda in the word post.
Examples, black, bread, trick, flat.
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< Assimilation:
When two sound segments occur in sequence and some aspect of one segment
is taken or “copied” by the other, the process is known as assimilation.

Examples,
have 1 have to go (in everyday speech)
good girl goog girl
good boy goob boy

« Elision:

The process of not pronouncing a sound segment that night be present in the
deliberately careful pronunciation of a word in isolation is described as
elision.

Examples: you and me (d sound is not pronounced)
fiiendship(d sound is not pronounced)
he must be (t sound is not pronounced)




