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Conversion

Conversion is the word formation process in which a word of one
grammatical form becomes a word of another grammatical form without
any changes to spelling or pronunciation. For example, the nouns bottle,
butter, chair have come to be used, through conversion, as verbs: We
bottled the home-juice last night; Have you buttered the toast?; someone
has to chair the meeting; They are vacationing in Florida.

Examples:
Adjectives Verbs
dirty to dirty
empty to empty
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Noun to Verb Conversion The most productive form of conversion in English
is noun to verb conversion. The following list provides examples of verbs
converted from nouns:

Noun - Verb
access — to access
bottle — to bottle
can—to can
closet —to closet
email — to email
fool —to fool
Google —to google
name — to name
salt —to salt

ship —to ship
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Acronyms

Acronyms are words formed by the word formation process in which an
initialism is pronounced as a word. For example, HIV is an initialism for
Human Immunodeficiency Virus that is spoken as the three letters H-I-V.
However, AIDS is an acronym for Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
that is spoken as the word AIDS. Other examples of acronyms in English
include:
ASAP — as soon as possible
PIN — personal identification number
radar - radio detection and ranging
TESOL — Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages

Acronyms are related to the word formation process of abbreviation.
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Derivation

Derivation is the word formation process in which a derivational affix attaches
to the base form of a word to create a new word. Affixes, which include
prefixes and suffixes, are bound morphemes. Morphemes are the smallest
linguistic unit of a language with semantic meaning. Bound morphemes,
unlike free morphemes, cannot stand alone but must attach to another
morpheme such as a word. For example, the following two lists provide
examples of some common prefixes and suffixes with definitions in
English:
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Prefixes

a- — without, not
co-—together

de- — opposite, negative, separation
dis- —opposite, negative

en- — cause to be

ex- — former, previous, from
in- — negative, not
non-—absence, not

re- — again, repeatedly

un- — negative, not, opposite
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+ Do exercises 2, 3 and 6 in page 49.




image1.png
Word formation

v

Word formation:

Etymology

 Coinage

Borrowing

Compounding

Blending
Clipping
 Backformation

Conversion
Acronyms

Derivation

Prefixes and suffixes

+» Etymology:

Etymology is the study of the history of words, their origins, and how their
form and meaning have changed over time. By an extension, the term
"etymology (of a word)" means the origin of a particular word.

* Spanish: has contributed many words, particularly in the southwestern
United States. Examples include buckaroo, alligator, rodeo, and states'
names such as Colorado and Florida.

* Portuguese: Albino, lingo, verandah, and coconut.
+ ltalian: diva, prima donna, pasta, pizza, paparazzi,and umbrella.
* Finnish: sauna

* Arabic: adobe, alcohol, algebra, apricot, assassin, caliber, cotton, hazard,
jacket, jar, mosque, Muslim, orange, safari, sofa, and zero.
+ Japanese: sushi, and tsunami.

<+ Coinage

Coinage is the word formation process in which a new word is created either
deliberately or accidentally without using the other word formation
processes and often from seemingly nothing. For example, the following
list of words provides some common coinages found in everyday English:
aspirin, escalator, band-aid, Frisbee, Google, kerosene, Kleenex, Xerox,
zipper.

< Borrowing
Borrowing is the word formation process in which a word from one language
is borrowed directly into another language. For example, the following
common English words are borrowed from foreign languages:
algebra — Arabic
chowmein - Chinese
murder — French
paprika — Hungarian
pizza — Italian
yo-yo — Tagalog

Borrowed words are also referred to as loanwords.
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+¢ Blending
Blending is the word formation process in which parts of two or more words
combine to create a new word whose meaning is often a combination of
the original words. For example:
advertisement + entertainment ->advertainment
biographical + picture - biopic
breakfast + lunch - brunch
motor + hotel - motel
smoke + fog - smog
Spanish + English = Spanglish
spoon + fork > spork
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Clipping
Clipping is the word formation process in which a word is reduced or
shortened without changing the meaning of the word. Clipping differs
from back-formation in that the new word retains the meaning of the
original word. For example:
examination —exam
influenza—flu
laboratory —lab
mathematics — math
photograph — photo
telephone — phone
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+¢ Clipping

The four types of clipping are back clipping, fore-clipping, middle clipping, and
complex clipping. Back clipping is removing the end of a word as in gas
from gasoline. Fore-clipping is removing the beginning of a word as in
gator from alligator. Middle clipping is retaining only the middle of a word
as in flu from influenza. Complex clipping is removing multiple parts from
multiple words as in sitcom from situation comedy.
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+» Back-Formation

Back-formation is the word formation process in which an actual or supposed
derivational affix detaches from the base form of a word to create a new
word. For example, the following list provides examples of some common
back-formationsin English:

Original — Back-formation
babysitter — babysit
donation — donate
gambler — gamble
moonlighter — moonlight
television — televise




