Lecture-6

Organizing and developing your ideas
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Thesis Statement and Supporting Ideas
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Turn your books to page 34 — 37

review points :

an essay is composed of three or more paragraphs and communicates an attitude
or opinion about an issue.

the thesis statement tells the reader the main idea of the essay.

the reader should be able to predict what the essay is about by reading the thesis

statement.

the thesis statement usually appears in the introductory paragraphs.
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new points :

the thesis statement usually contains tow parts : the topic and the
approach to the topic .

the topic presents the general subject of the essay .

attitude or opinion about the topic and the approach presents the writer's
indicates how the writer will develop the essay.
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studying an example of a thesis statement
read the following thesis statement :
(At oled! Bylee 1,3) = Oledl Bylee e Jlin )
sydney possuelo is a great explorer because he has not only made significant contributions
to our knowledge of the Amazon but has also worked to defend the rights of the
indigenous people of brazil

In this thesis statement , the topic is Sydney Possuelo. R

The writer's approach is to show why Possuelo is a great explorer. Ny

From this thesis statement, the reader can predict that the writer will Y
explain that Possuelo has increased our knowledge of the Amazon
while also defending the rights of the indigenous (native) people who
live in that region.
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New points:
The approach may include two or more supporting ideas about the topic. .V

The writer will generally develop these ideas in separate paragraphs. .\A

Each supporting idea should have the same degree of generality or A4
specificity.

Each supporting idea should have the same degree of importance in relation to the
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Supporting Ideas

( New Points |
= The approach may include two or more supporting ideas about the topic,
= The writer will generally develop these kleas in separate paragraphs.
= [ach supporting idea should have the same degree of generality or specificity.
= Each supporting idea should have the same degree of importance in redation !
to the topic.

= Each supporting idea should be distinct. i

ANALYZING SUPPORTING IDEAS
In the thesis statement about Sydney Possuelo on page 35, the supporting ideas are
(1) he has made significant contributions to cur knowledge of the Amazon, and (2) he
has worked to defend the rights of the indigenous people of 8razd,
Note the following:
= Making contributions and defending rights are equally general topics; one isn't
more specific than the other,
= Both have the same degree of importance in relation to why Possuelo is a great
explorer,
= They don't overlap; making contributions is different from defending indigenous
people’s nghts. They can each be discussed in their own parts of the essay.

Revising Thesis Statements The following three thesis statements need
rewriting. Working with a partner, decide what's wrong and rewrite each one according
to the guidelines above.

1. Space exploration and udersea exploration have two things in common: both
are motivated by the thirst for knowledge and the desire 1o learm more aboul
the world.

What's wrong?

2. Yuri Gagarin's single orbit of the varth on April 12) 1961, was newsworlhy be-
cause the Russian cosmonaut was the first man to travel in space argl the name
of his spaceship was Vostok.

Whats wrong?

Chapter 2 ==
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3. .‘—\llhongh Alz_m Shepard and Yuri Gagarin represented different countries. their
f’;ul} flights in space took them both to altitudes of over a hundred miles an
mereased our knowledge of humans’ ability to live in space.

What's wrong?

!.l Identifying Topic and Supporting Ideas Read each of the following thesis
statements. Underline the fopic and put a dashed line under the supporting ideas. If the
thesis statement is good, circle good. If it is not good, circle needs work and rewrite it

according to what you learned in this section.

1. The Brazilian explorer Sydney Possuelo risked his life when he tried to protect
the Korubo Indians of the Amazon.
good needs work

Rewrite:

2. From earliest times, humans have been driven by a desire to know the un-

known and to find food.
qood reedds work

Rewrite: =

3. Ferdinand Magellan and Christopher Columbus, 1wo lilteenth-century sailors,
were similar because they believed they could find a westward passage to India
and because they received no support for their beliefs.
qood needs work

Roewrite:

4. (reat strides in space exploration were made in 1984, when two American
astronauts fJoated free in space: They gathered some important information
about humans' ability to live in space and returned Lo the spacecraft on their
OWIIL
qgood needs work

Rewrile;

Amelia Barhart was the first woman to fly a plane across the Atlantic.
oo needs work

@

Rewrite:

=@« Danger and Daring 37
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