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 I. Introduction:  
- Every human pronounces the same sounds differently . Therefore , there too    
many ways of  saying or pronouncing any simple word.
- These differences are due to  different situations in which the words are pronounced; when being angry , happy, sad, sick, relaxed, tired..etc. 
 II. Phonology.
· It is the description of  the systems and patterns of speech sounds in a language.
· It is based on  a theory  of what every speaker  of a language unconsciously  knows about  the sound patterns of that language.
· It is concerned with the abstract or mental  aspect of  the sounds( angry , happy, sad, sick, relaxed, tired..etc. ) in language rather than  the physical articulation of speech sounds. 

 IV. Phonemes
· A phoneme :
 The smallest meaningless  unit or sound  in a language like the sounds between   slashes /g/, /k/, /v/, /t/…….etc. Slash marks  / /  are used to indicate  a phoneme like  /m/ and phonemic writing
· An  abstract segment, as opposed to the square brackets [  ] as in [d] used for    
        each phonetic or physically produced segment.
· What do we mean  when we say that  a phoneme functions contrastively?
· If we substitute on sound for another word and there is a change  of meaning, 
          then the two sounds represent different phonemes.
      Example: There are two phonemes in English language  /b/  and /p/
                          pray   and   bray
                         fine     and    vine 

 
Phones and allophones 
A. Phone: a physically produced speech sound , representing one version of  a phoneme. They are the phonetic  units that appear in square brackets. If we have a set  of phones, all of which are versions of one phoneme.
     e.g.  Tar, star, cat, ( beginning, middle and final[t]  = 3 phones   )

B. Allophones: One of  a closely related set of  speech sounds or phones. 
   For example:    /p/ has three allophones:  /p/ in pen is aspirated   and symbolized as [ P 1] in the initial position of the word pen. /p/ in spin is unaspirated  and symbolized [p=] after initial  s of the word spin /p/ in lip  is either aspirated or unreleased [p-] in final position of lip. 

V. Minimal pairs and sets.
 A. Minimal Pairs: Two or more words that are identical in form except for a contrast in one phoneme in the same position in each word ..e.g. 
  -  bad, mad   ( b  & m )
  -  cut, but      ( c   & b )
  -  lend, send ( l   & s ) 
B. Minimal Set: When a group of words can be differentiated, each one from others, by changing one phoneme( always in the same position ), then we call them a minimal set.
     Minimal Vowel Set ( feat, fit, fat, fought, foot )
     Minimal Consonant Set ( big, pig, rig, fig, dig, wig) 

VI. Phonotactics.
 Phonotactics are constraints on the permissible combination of sounds in a language (i.g. permitted arrangements of phonemes)
 Example:
         Saleem is a very important person . Oh! He is a VIP

VI. Syllables : A syllable is a unit of sound consisting of a vowel or vowel-like sound, including diphthongs  and optional consonants before or after the vowel.
  The basic elements of a syllable :
      A. Onset : one or more consonants followed by a rhyme
      B. Rhyme: Consists of a vowel ( nucleus) & any following consonant(s) 
 
VI. Syllables :
    A. Open Syllable: A syllable which has an onset and a nucleus
          Examples:
              ( go , me, no, to )    are called open syllables
              g , m , n , t  _______  are called onsets
              o, e,        _______       are called nucleuses.
     B. Closed Syllable: When the coda is present , the syllable is considered close.
              up, top, pen, hat …..etc  ________________closed syllables.
              CVC   like   top       /t/  is  onset
              o and p are rhyme  /o/ is nucleus
                                            /p/ is coda 
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I. Features of Language:
1. Language is a human characteristic.
Through language, People can exchange:-
A.  Feelings
B. Opinions
C. Information
D. Ideas

Also it is the essential instrument to:
A. Teaching
B. Learning
C. Sciences
D. Arts
E. Press
F. Broadcasting & Television 

2. Language is basically oral
The pronounced-audible form of language has an absolute priority over its written-readable form.

3. Language grows lexically.
A. The vocabulary of a language is in progressive growth in order to cope with 
new inventions, new meanings, and new experiences.

B. It is the people who advance their language and not the other way around.
On the other hand, Language rarely growth grammatically and if so, it grows 
 slowly. 
We conclude that vocabulary grows continuously much more than the  
grammar of  language does.

  
4. Language is sententially infinite.
This means that the number of different sentences that may be produced in any language is infinite.

5. Language is a system.
Language submits to rules at all levels:
A. Phonetic rules
B. Syllabic rules
C. morphological rules
D. Syntactic rules
E. Semantic rules
It is obviously noticed that these rules can be observed, studied and analyzed.

6. Language is usually accompanied by paralanguage.
It means that while using or speaking a language we use body language or kinetic language. During speech, the eye unconsciously expresses a lot through a variety of movements that send parallel signals matching the spoken message.
Face features say a great deal too: the feelings and emotional mood of the speaker are clearly expressed by the face topology.
Body language:- 
A.       Eyes
B.       Face features
C.       Hands
D.       Fingers
E.       Shoulders
F.       The head

7. Language is influenced by Social Context. This means that what we say and  how we say is strongly affected by the social context:
·      Who you are talking to
·      Your relation with him or her
·      His or his reaction to what you say
    There are different levels of speaking:
·     		 With parents
·      		With the mate
·      		With your boss
·      		With your employees
· 		With foreigners 
  

II. Two Major branches of Linguistics:
Linguistics “ The science of language” is divided into two major branches:
A. Theoretical linguistics: It can be also subdivided into several branches:
1.  Phonetics: It deals with the ( production, transmission, and perception)  of speech sounds.

2. Phonemics or Phonology:
It deals with the ( functions, distribution, and varieties of phonemes)
               
3. History of language: 
It deals with the ( origin of language, language families, and language-inter-relationships )  

 4. Morphology:
It deals with ( morphemes i.e., the smallest meaningful units, morphs, allomorphs/ rules of horizontal string/ and the internal structure of the word )
[ Grammar is made from morphology & syntax]

5. Syntax:
It deals with the structure of the sentence and sentence order.

6. Semantics:
It is the science of meaning.

7. Comparative linguistics:
It deals with similarities and differences between two languages.
B. Applied Linguistics:  Which can be divided into the following branches:
1. Language teaching:
it deals with teaching methodology.

2. language testing :
It deals with how to test the different skills and sub skills of language , testing objectives , test construction , test standardization , test analysis , and test interpretations . 

3. language laboratories :
it deals with types of language labs 
.    
4. Psycholinguistics :
It is a combination of linguistic and psychology .It deals with the learner's  acquisition of the first  language , learning the second language and the foreign language. 

5. Sociolinguistics :it is combination of sociology and linguistics ; it deals with                                             language related to different communities.                
           
6. Science of translation : it deals with translation principles , problems of translation , and machine translation , i.e., computer – aided translation .        
7. Lexicography : it deals with science of designing general and special dictionaries.

