Lecture 2 "Grammatical Rules of the System" قواعد المنظومة النحوية

What is a phrase? 
A phrase is defined as two or more words that function together as a group.
e.g.       The old man walked down the street.
There are a number of phrase types in English including: 
1-Noun phrases   2-Verb phrase   3- Adjective phrases   4-Adverbial phrases   5- Prepositional phrases.
Each phrase has a head and one or more modifiers.
The Noun Phrase (NP):
A noun phrase (often abbreviated to NP) is a convenient term for any of the following:
1. A Noun
 e.g.       Ahmed, students
2. A Nominal Group
e.g.       a blue pen, the students
Each nominal group has a head and one or more modifiers.
Modifiers add to, change or limit the meaning of the head in a phrase. The head is the word that determines the type of the phrase.
For example, the word “pen” is a noun that can refer to any kind of pens. When we modify it as in the previous example “a blue pen”, we limit the noun so that it can only refer to a specific kind of pens. 
Some other examples:   Ahmed’s desk,   a book store,   the student.
3. A Pronoun
A pronoun is a type of “pro-forms” which are defined as forms used instead of other forms. Instead of using the nominal group “the old man” we can use the pronoun “he”.
 Pronouns include:
a. Personal Pronouns:
Subject Pronouns: I, you, he, she, it, we, they.
Object Pronouns: me, you, her, him, it, us, them.
Possessive Pronouns: mine, yours, hers, his, its, ours, theirs.
b. Reflexive Pronouns: myself, yourself, himself, itself
c. Indefinite Pronouns: everyone, someone, something
4. A Pronominal Group
e.g.     we all, everyone in our class
In a pronominal group, a pronoun is the head. The pronouns “we” and “everyone” in the previous examples are the heads of the pronominal groups.
Exercise:
Identify the type of the underlined NP.
a. noun            b. nominal group            c. pronoun            d. pronominal group
1. The children went to bed late.                                   b. nominal group 
2. I made this cake myself.                                              c. pronoun
3. Ahmed owns an expensive car.                                  b. nominal group
4. Khaled bought a book.                                                 a. noun  
5. The book is his.                                                              c. pronoun
6. Someone in our office forgot to lock the door.       d. pronominal group
Nouns:
Nouns can be divided to:
1. Proper Nouns: e.g. Ahmed, Al-Ahsa 
A proper noun is the name of someone or something that is usually imagined to be unique. 
2. Common Nouns: e.g. friend, desk, bird, air
A common noun is a name given either to an example of a class or to the class as a whole.
“Friend” refers to one example of a class in the following sentence:
 e.g.         1. Ahmed is a good friend.
“Friend” refers to the class as a whole in the following sentence:
e.g.          2. A friend is somebody we like and know well.
“Friend” in example 2 is called a generic noun.
Exercise:
Identify whether the underlined noun is:
a. a common noun (example of a class) 
b. a common noun (generic)                   c. a proper noun 
1. Mohammed gave me a pen.                                 a. a common noun (example of a class)
2. A pen is an instrument used for writing.            b. a common noun (generic)
3. Khaled’s car is new.                                                a. a common noun (example of a class)
4. Khaled has a new car.                                            c. a proper noun
5. Fruit is good for you.                                              b. a common noun (generic)
Nouns:
Common nouns are usually found in nominal groups to help the speaker say which particular example of a class he has in mind.
e.g.        1. The students were waiting for the teacher.
e.g.        2. The teacher’s desk is new.
Proper nouns will not normally be modified this way. In other words, modification differs between a common noun and a proper noun.
Proper and common nouns (as well as pronouns) can refer to something animate or inanimate.
a. Animate
Animate nouns refer to a person or animal.
e.g.        Ahmed, friend, bird
b. Inanimate
Inanimate nouns refer to a place, thing or an idea.
e.g.         Al-Ahsa, desk, air, freedom
Count vs. Mass Nouns:
Nouns can either be countable (count nouns) or uncountable (mass nouns).
Count nouns such as “friend” and “man” can be preceded by “one” and may have a plural form such as “friends” and “men” which can be preceded by a number higher than one,
 e.g.         “two friends” and “ten men”.
Mass nouns such as “bread” and “milk” cannot be preceded by “one” and do not have a plural form.
Some nouns can be used as both count and mass nouns according to the speaker’s meaning.
e.g.         1. Light travels faster than sound. (mass noun).
e.g.         2. There are two lights by his desk. (count noun).
Collective Nouns :
A collective noun is a singular word used to refer to a group.
e.g.          family, team, public
A collective noun can be followed by a singular verb (e.g. is) or a plural verb (e.g. are). It may be associated with a singular possessive form (its), or a plural one (their).
e.g.         1. Our team is the best.
                   Our team are the best.
e.g.         2. Ahmed’s family moved to its new home.
                   Ahmed’s family moved to their new home.
Note: It is reasonable to be consistent when using collective nouns as either singular or plural. In American English, they are frequently singular, while  they are more frequently plural in British English. 
Exercise:
Decide whether the following NPs can be followed by:
a. a singular verb                 b. a plural verb                 c. both are possible
1. Ahmed’s young brother        a. a singular verb
2. his family                                 c. both are possible
3. juice                                          a. a singular verb
4. the company                           c. both are possible
5. men                                          b. a plural verb
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