Lecture 6 "Grammatical Rules of the System" قواعد المنظومة النحوية

Form and Function
Form and Function :
Form is what the word/phrase/clause look like.
e.g. noun, verb, noun phrase, verb phrase, relative clause
Function is the “job” of the word/phrase/clause in a sentence.
e.g. Subject, Verb (Predicator), Direct Object, Complement
Exercise:
Choose (a) if the given term refers to a form and (b) if it refers to a function.       
 a. form	          b. function
1. pronominal group
2. indirect object
3. complement
4. subject
5. noun phrase
Functions of the Noun Phrase (NP):
1. Subject of a Clause
As we mentioned in Lecture 4, a sentence needs a subject in order to be complete (except for imperative sentences where the subject is unstated).
e.g. The old man is here.
2. Direct Object of a Verb
Transitive verbs require an object. Monotransitive verbs take only one direct object.
e.g. Ahmed finished his work.
3. Indirect Object of a Verb
Some transitive verbs require two objects. These are called ditransitive verbs. They take a direct object and an indirect object.
e.g. He gave Khaled a book. (… gave a book to Khaled)
The shopkeeper sold him some snacks. (… sold some snacks to him)
4. The Complement of the Subject +BE (is, am, are, was, were)
A complement is a word/phrase/clause that completes the meaning of another word/phrase/clause. It is necessary for the meaning to be complete.
e.g. Ahmed is my best friend.
Note: When the complement is a noun, it must agree with the subject in number and gender.
Ahmed is their uncle. (not “uncles” or “aunt”)
Sarah and Huda are their aunts. (not “aunt” or “uncles”)
The full verb “BE” in this example only serves to join the subject and the complement together.
In this case, the full verb BE is called a Copula (=something that joins things together). There are other copulas in English, for example, the verbs “become” and “seem”. 
5. The Complement of the Object
e.g. He found Faisal a good student.
In the previous example, the noun phrase “a good student” is the complement of the direct object “Faisal”. Compare the examples in (a) and (b) below:
a. The teacher found Faisal a book.
The teacher found a book for Faisal.
b. The teacher found Faisal a good student.
The teacher found Faisal to be a good student.
In example (a), “Faisal” an indirect object and “a book” is a direct object. The sentence means that the teacher looked for a book to give to Faisal.
In example (b), “Faisal” is a direct object and “a good student” is a complement. The sentence means that the teacher thinks that Faisal is a good student.
6. Object of a Preposition
Prepositions are words like “in”, “on”, “of” and “off” which are normally followed by a noun phrase. The noun phrase that follows a preposition is called the object of the preposition.
e.g.     We are in the same class.
           He walked on a high platform.
In the two examples above, the noun phrases “the same class” and “a high platform” function as the objects of the prepositions “in” and “on” respectively.
7. Appositive to another Noun Phrase
An appositive is a noun phrase (NP) that describes the same person or thing as another noun phrase (NP) that came before it.
e.g. Your friend Ahmed Al-Ali is here.
In the previous example, “Ahmed Al-Ali” is an appositive. It is in apposition to the noun phrase “your friend”. Both NPs “your friend” and “Ahmed Al-Ali” describe the same person.
We will talk more about apposition, including apposition types, in the next lecture.
Exercise:
Choose the correct function for the underlined NPs:
a. Subject	b. Object 	c. Complement 	        d. Appositive
1. His father gave him some important advice.
2. Ahmed’s uncle lives in Riyadh.
3. Ahmed’s uncle is a successful businessman. 
4. Khaled has a lot of books in his room.
5. The teacher gave the students exercises.
6. My brother Saleh studies at King Faisal University.
7. The manager found him a hard working employee. 
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