

Lecture 7 "Grammatical Rules of the System" قواعد المنظومة النحوية

Types of Apposition
Types of Apposition :
In Lecture 6, we mentioned that one of the functions of the noun phrase (NP) is as an appositive. We defined an appositive as a noun phrase that describes the same person or thing as another noun phrase that came before it.
In this lecture, we will discuss the types of apposition.
Apposition can be either restrictive or non-restrictive.
A. Restrictive Apposition
e.g. Your friend Ahmed Al-Ali is here.
In this example, the second NP “Ahmed Al-Ali” restricts the meaning of the first NP “your friend” by giving an answer to the question “Which friend?” 
We call the NP “Ahmed Al-Ali” in the previous example a restrictive appositive.
Note: In this type of apposition we do not use commas before and after the appositive.
B. Non-restrictive Apposition
e.g. Ahmed Al-Ali, your old friend, is here.
In this example, the first NP “Ahmed Al-Ali” is a proper noun which is unique and does not need modification. The second NP “your old friend” does not tell us which “Ahmed Al-Ali” is here but only adds information about him. 
We call the NP “your old friend” in this example a non-restrictive appositive.
Note: In this type, we use commas before and after the appositive.
Exercise:
Decide whether the appositive in the following sentences is restrictive or non-restrictive:
a. restrictive 	b. non-restrictive
1. The shopkeeper Othman is a hard working man.
2. Dr. Omar, my Linguistics professor, published a book.
3. Majid and Saleh, my cousins, will visit us tomorrow.

Prepositional Phrase
Prepositional Phrase (PP):
We mentioned that a preposition is a word like “in” or “on” which is followed by a noun phrase (NP).
e.g.     Mohammed is in the classroom.
In this example, the phrase “in the classroom” is called a prepositional phrase. It has a preposition “in” and an NP “the classroom”. The function of the NP in this sentence is the complement of the preposition “in”.
A preposition normally comes before an NP, but it can also be separated from its NP as in:
e.g.     The man is standing on the platform.
What is the man standing on?
The platform that the man stood on was very narrow.
However, in these examples, the association between preposition and NP still exists.
Prepositional phrases can express a number of ideas, including:
1. Place                      e.g. The book is on the desk.
2. Movement           e.g. He walked to the mosque.
3. Time                      e.g. I finished the exam in one hour.
4. Manner                 e.g. He finished it with little effort.
5. Purpose                 e.g. This message is for Ahmed.
6. Agency                   e.g. The window was broken by the young boy. (Passive)
7. Instrument            e.g. I wrote with a pen.
Exercise:
Choose the meaning expressed by the Prepositional Phrase in the following sentences:
a. place         b. time        c. manner        d. instrument
1. My office is located on Riyadh Road.
2. He graduated college with a good GPA.
3. He fixed the door with a hammer.
4. They will visit us on Monday.
5. The artist finished the sculpture with great talent.

Functions of the PP
Functions of the Prepositional Phrase:
1. Adjunct
An Adjunct is a word/phrase/clause that provides additional information about another noun/phrase/clause. It is an optional part of the sentence. If we remove an adjunct, the meaning will still be complete and the sentence will still be grammatical. It is not a necessary part of the structure of a sentence. Adjuncts are usually adverbials.
As an adjunct, a prepositional phrase is considered an adverbial phrase because it does the same job as an adverbial. 
An adverbial is a group of words that does the same job as an adverb. In other words, adverbials can be used to say when, where or how something happened.
e.g.     The man stood on a high platform. (adverbials of place)
This prepositional phrase (PP) is an adjunct that tells us where something happened.
I finished the exam in one hour. (adverbials of time)
This PP is an adjunct that tells us when something happened.
He finished the exam with little effort. (other adverbials)
This PP is an adjunct that tells us how something happened.
Note: Compare the definition of adjuncts in this lecture with the definition of complements in Lecture 6.
A complement is necessary for the meaning to be complete. If we remove it, the meaning will be incomplete and the sentence will be ungrammatical.
An adjunct is not necessary for the meaning to be complete. It gives extra information. If we remove it, the sentence will still be grammatical.
2. Complement of Subject +BE
e.g.     The book is on the desk.
In this example, the prepositional phrase “on the desk” is the complement of the subject “the book” and the main verb to BE “is”.
3. Post-modifier in an NP
e.g.     The desk in the classroom is covered with books.
In this example, the prepositional phrase “in the classroom” modifies the noun phrase (NP) “the desk”. The NP is the head and the PP is a post-modifier because it comes after the head.
4. Complement of an Adjective
e.g.     Ahmed is good at Mathematics.
In this example, the prepositional phrase “at Mathematics” is the complement of the adjective “good”.
We will discuss adjectives in more detail in the coming lectures.
Exercise:
Choose the correct function for the underlined PP.
a. complement of subject+BE 	     c. adjunct 
b. complement of an adjective 	     d. post-modifier in an NP
1. We finished our exam in 2 hours.
2. We visited the big shop in the mall.
3. Mohammed is fluent in English.
4. Ahmed was in his uncle’s house.
5. Ahmed’s uncle has a big TV in his house. 
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