Lecture 3
Modifiers- cilsiaall i cyanal)
In our previous overview of phrases, we mentioned that each phrase has a head and one or
more modifiers.
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Modifiers can be divided into two groups:
Ofie gana (A andi Cilaasl)
1. Pre-modifiers:are modifiers that come before the head.
Aaall i I saall =l H Bt Al ool a g 4iilad) calaasdll
2. Post-modifiers are modifiers that come after the head.
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Take a look at the following noun phrases (NPs).
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a good friend
my school friends
the headmaster of the school
the headmaster’s desk
several students
we all

gveryone in our class
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When the head is a noun, modifiers usually precede it. Phrases like “of the school” follow it.
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A good friend ..

Friend = the head = /)

A good = pre-modifier = (&:lw 23ss

& i "of the school — in our class "Jie (3 ke = Phrase) "sasall" oS 13) o<1 #
s Jie AEaY Glasa ol ¥ ara Sy Gl I ang
The headmaster of the school

When the head is a pronoun, modifiers normally follow it.
s e L 43aY Cladae S8 | L Claasa) ¢ gpana (i ) saall) Gl 1 S 1)
We all
We = the head = s+l 1| / jiea
all = post-modifier = (&Y 2254




Pre-modifiers in the previous examples include the following main classes of words:
. J&E) 3 e oA Y aglul) Al 8 Pre-modifiers- 4&budl syl
1. Adjectives- “laa (e.g. good)
friend Gava ol 1) Céas | good dial
2. Nouns which modify other nouns- Al slesl caa’ ¢Laul (£.9. school)
My school friends
friends +l_l g s caax School 4sY)
3. Determiners- lass (e.g. a, the, my)

Determiners- <lasaall
Determiners are words which specify the range of reference of a noun by making it definite
(the book), indefinite (a book) or by indicating quantity (many books).
Determiners can be either identifiers or quantifiers.
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1- definite-48_2a (the book- <<l )
2- indefinite- 35 (a book-Ls )
3- indicating quantity- 4!l saad (many books- 3,88 S ),
1 ge 5 dun e Cpand ) a8 9 UA Determiners ) claasall oo seatall 58 13a

1. Identifiers tell us either definitely or indefinitely which noun the speaker means. They
include:
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a. Articles: <y il il
a/an (indefinite articles), the (definite article)

(a/an 355 iy a3 O 5al), (the 48 jze Cay i 51a1)
b. Demonstratives- 3 iy ¢lawl
: this, that, these, those

138 -this, <ld -that, these-«¥ s | those- <b¥ |
c. Possessive Forms of Personal Pronouns:4sasill yilacall 480 dxua
my, your, his, her, its, our, their

2. Quantifiers- 4sl) Lass
tell us either definitely or indefinitely the quantity of the noun. They include:
LYo Aasd) dasa an) IS 18] L Uy
a. Numerals: 3 ¥)
one, two, three... (cardinal numerals=a Y );
first, second, third... (ordinal numerals= 4 5l JlacY)

b. Words like: Jis SlalS
much, many, each, every, a few, little, all, several,plenty... etc.

Person, Number and Gender = £ sil) caaad) (adll)
e Person- gaidddl
Nouns can be personal (humans) or non-personal (animals and inanimate objects).




Note: Personal nouns can only be animate (because they only refer to humans). Non-personal
nouns can be either animate (when they refer to animals) or inanimate (when they refer to
Inanimate objects).
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We can also use the term “person” in a different way. Traditionally, personal pronouns
differentiate between the person speaking (first person), the person spoken to (second
person) and the people or things spoken about (third person).
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1st person pronouns: I, we (first person= Js¥) sasill jila)
2nd person pronouns: you (second person = SUll jedlll jiluz)
3rd person pronouns: he, she, it, they (third person = GGl jai &l jilaca),

e Number :a)
Singular (number) or plural (number) affects the form of almost all count nouns, pronouns
and demonstratives. Here are some examples:
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Count Nouns: 82 gizall s¢lawd

gex 53 e Canald AMac YL il B ganall clan) ) aadls

( student singular= 2_);
(students plural= =)

Mass nouns: are considered to be singular. e.g. water, rice (singular)
Ladla 3o i et LgdY il A1 30 sama all el LguSay
Pronouns: sitel)
I, you, he, she, it (singular = 32_2s);
we, you, they (plural= g=)

Demonstratives:s ¥ slawl
this, that (singular = 52 )
these, those (plural= =)

Whether the subject is 1st person, 2nd person or 3rd person; and whether it is singular or
plural can affect the form taken by the verb.

e.g.

- He walks home every day. (3rd person singular subject)

- I walk home every day. (1st person singular subject)

- They walk home every day. (3rd person plural subject)




e Gender:g«iall - g sil)
The 3rd person singular form of personal pronouns can be affected by gender as follows:
SIS miad | inll e g il apaddll el i) G Gad 3l oS/ s S
1. The masculine pronoun= _Siall “he” refers to males= Sl 3 g2y jaca,
2. The feminine pronoun= &isall “she” refers to females= Cuigall 3 g2y jraia,
3. The neuter pronoun = &l sxad) g saadl “it” refers to inanimate objects,or to a person or
animal not yet regarded as male or female (e.g. “Who is it?”).
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The distinction between male and female may affect our choice of lexical items (words or
phrases)

kel 5 lalSll dpenadl) Ll jlaal e 555 a8 Cugall s jSAall g (348
CAeal) ae iy Loy LS oz Ul o gllaall | clalS 4 5 el laal | ol il &

Man Ja_ /, headmaster s /, woman sl s/, actress ilics
Man and headmaster can fill the slot in example 1
He. JSiall cilia ga (331650 Y |, ade + Jay (A Adeal) il (A1) (pialdl)
e.g. 1. He is a good
Woman and actress can fill the slot in example 2.
She ..&uisall ga Gl 3] ja) g dlian (pialsl) Laiy
e.g. 2. She is a good

Note 1: The suffix “ —ess” is found in a number of words referring to
women , but there are other words referring to women that do
not have this suffix.
e.g. aunt, niece, nun
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Note 2: Most nouns in English can refer to both male and female.
e.g. friend , neighbor, cousin, teacher, nurse _
Cuigall g SN e 3 gat A udaiVl aalll 8 S e - 2 adaadlet
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friend— G, neighbor - s, teacher- alzs, nurse - = s
cousin- (<YW d\}s/aur_/eur_i) Sl + aY o) e lhas
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