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Written language and Language and culture
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Written language:
*  Writing is the symbolic representation of language through the use of graphic signs.
* Writing is a system that is not simply acquired but has to be learned through sustained conscious effort.

* Some languages do not have written form.
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Written language:

* Pictogram: is a writing phenomena.
When pictures came to represent particular images in a consistent way, we describe this product as a form

of picture-writing ‘pictograms’.
Pictograms are figures; which are language independent and can be understood with some conventional

meaning in different places where a number of different languages are spoken.
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Examples of pictograms:
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Written language:
* |deograms: is part of a system of idea writing. It has an abstraction away from the physical world.
* Ideograms is the use of a representative symbol that everyone should use to convey a roughly similar
meaning.
* The more picture-like forms are pictograms and the more abstract derived forms are ideograms.
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* Logograms: are symbols to be used to represent words in a language. They can described as word-writing.

* Logograms refer to the written form that gives no clue to what type of entity is being referred to. The
relationship between the written form and the object it represents has become arbitrary and have no a
clear example of word-writing.
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Examples of logograms (Chinese language): 1 (Lomall Bal1) Loz g3l ladal e Sl
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Syllabic writing:
* The symbol that is used for the pronunciation of parts of a word represents a unit (ba) consists of a
consonant sound (b) and a vowel sound (a). This unit is one type of syllable.
* Accordingly, when a writing system employs a set of symbols, each one representing the pronunciation of a
syllable, it is described as syllabic writing.
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Alphabetic writing:

* When we have a set of symbols being used to represent syllables, e.g., a b sound or an m sound, then you
are very close to a situation in which the symbols can be used to represent single sound types in a language.
Therefore, this basis of alphabetic writing.

* Alphabet s a set of written symbols, each one representing a single type of sound or phoneme.
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English orthography (spelling):
* English orthography (spelling) is subject to a lot of variation, because English language is full of words
borrowed from other languages such as Greek and German.
* For example, the sound /ph/ in alphabet and orthography are used to for single sound.
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Language AND culture:
* Culture refers to all ideas and assumptions about the nature of things and people that we learn when we
become members of social groups.
* Culture is also defined as ‘socially acquired knowledge’, without necessarily conscious awareness.
* Throughout the culture including the words we acquire, we learn to recognize the types of category
distinctions that are relevant in our social world (e.g. words which are considered to be distinct types of
creatures in some societies such as a dog and a horse).
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Categories:
* Acategory is a group with certain features in common and we can think of the vocabulary we learn as an
inherited set of category labels. Such vocabulary refers to concepts, that people in our social world have

typically needed to talk about.
* There is a belief that there is a relationship between the set of words we have learned (our categories) and

the way external reality is organized.
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Categories:
* Kinship terms:
- They refer to words used to refer to people who are members of the same family (e.g., brother, mother,
grandmother). Yet, they do not all put family members into categories in the same way. In some languages,
the equivalent of the word ‘father’ is used not only for ‘male parent’ but also for ‘male parent’s brother’.
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Categories:
* Time concepts:

When we learn words such as week or weekend, we are inheriting a conceptual system that operates with
amounts of time as common categories.

- Having words indicating units of time such as ‘two days’ or ‘seven days’ show that we think of time as
something abstract with no physical existence.
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Cognitive categories:

* The classification of words in languages show different grammatical markers, which could also indicate the
type of ‘class’ of noun involved.

Classifiers are often used in connection with numbers to indicate the type of thing being counted. In
English, there is a distinction between countable (e.g., chair) and non-countable (e.g., information).
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Social categories:

*  Words such as ‘uncle’ or ‘grandmother’ provide examples of social categories, as they mean differently in
different languages.

* Those categories of social organization that we can use to say how we are connected or related to others

* The word ‘uncle’ is used for a larger number of people who are outside the class of individuals covered by
the technical definition.

* The word ‘brother’ can be used as an address term (a word or phrase for the person being talked or written
to) to claim the closeness in relationship- which does not necessary mean the close brother (e.g., brother,
can you spare a dollar — for asking someone on the street).
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Gender:
* The observation that address terms for man and woman leads us to a consideration of the differences in
social categorization, based on gender.
- Gendered words:
* Insome languages, there are some words which are used only by men and some others only by women.
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Gender:
- Gendered structures:
* Within social classes, there are differences/variation is language uses according to gender. For example,
women are more likely to use the higher-prestige forms than men
- Gendered speech:
* Interms of speech, men speak in a lower pitch range (80- 200Hertz) than women (120-400 Hertz) — pitch is
the effect of vibration in the vocal cords.
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Gender:
- Same-gender talk:
* This concept is important because of our socialization which takes place in such groups.
* This same-gender socialization is reinforced through separate educational experiences.
* Boys socialize in larger groups while girls socialize in smaller groups.
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