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(a5 oo leadl) oy paldt ) J5-oe Introduction to Linguistics (Lecture 7)

Semantics:
* The study of the meaning of words, phrases and sentences in language
* It focuses on what the words conventionally mean, rather than on what an individual speaker might think
they mean, or want them to mean, on a particular occasion.
* Itis concerned with objective or general meaning and avoids subjective or local meaning.

:@M|H&JTHYM\¢J&
sl uég}"‘;““i ol ol J’L’u Lulyd oa  ®
iz ) radl 5l o ) ototadl sty ) tmad) Lo S 31 e Vot RS i madl e S @
.w‘jiqﬂyjﬁjgﬁ‘jw\w\&wquls]jfw\ . S\JT%;"}:&}«“ b “,*jiqu@ .

Meaning (1):
* Assemantics deals with studying meaning, we can make distinction between conceptual meaning and
associative meaning.
* Conceptual meaning covers basic, essential components of meaning that are used by the literal use of a
word.
* |tisthe type of meaning that dictionaries are designed to describe.
* So, a word like needle might have conceptual meanings as thin, sharp, steel instrument.
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Meaning (2):
* Associative meaning have different associations or connotations attached to words.
* So, a word like needle might have associative meanings like pain, illness, blood, thread or knitting.
* Asentence such as the hamburger ate the boy may sound odd. This oddness does not derive from its
syntactic structure but semantically odd.
* Structural meaning of the noun hamburger must be different the noun boy.
* The noun hamburger does not have the property of eating as boy does.
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Semantic features:
* Itisanillustration of a procedure for analyzing meaning.
* Such features include: animate, human, female, to differentiate meanings of different words in a language.
* [tis used to determine the feature of meaning that any noun must have to describe part of the meaning of
words as having either minus () or plus (+) that particular feature.
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Words as containers of meaning:
* Semantics deals with analyzing the conceptual components of word meaning. Yet, this is not always
without problems.
* Such problems involve a view of words in a language as some are not sort of ‘containers’ that carry meaning
components such as words: advice, threat and warning ... etc.
* Such words have more meaning than basic type features such as adult, human, and animate.
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Sematic roles:
* Such roles fulfill within the situation described by a sentence.
* The sentence: The boy kicked the ball. Then the verb (kick) describes an action and the noun phrase (the
boy) describes the role of entities such as people and things involved in the action.
* Accordingly, the given role can identify semantic/ thematic roles for the NP.
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Types of sematic roles:
1. Agent and theme
* If we look at this sentence: they boy kicked the ball. The NP (the boy) is the entity that performs the action,
which is known as agent.
* The NP (the ball) is the entity that is involved in or affected by the action, which is known as theme.
* Both of agent (which can be human or non-human) and theme (which can also be human or non-human)
are the most common semantic roles.
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2. Instrument and experiencer

* If an agent uses another entity to perform an action, that other entity fills the role of instrument.

* If we look at this sentence: the boy cut the robe with an old razor. The NP (an old razor) is being used in the
semantic role of instrument.

* When a NP is used to designate an entity as the person who has a feeling, perception or state, it fills the
semantic role of experiencer.

* If we see or enjoy something, we are not really performing an action, we are in the role of experiencer .

* E.g., The boy feels sad. The experiencer is (the boy).

Coooleadlg sV L2
BV oy VIO cual ot 2TOLS by JelWIOS13] @
LoV 55l L (dagld 5,00 ;/ertzjezﬂd//the boy cut the robe with an old razor) ; ;LaJ\ ods Je Lalbl 13 ©
Y oa YN 50 b 0S5 (g3 5,2 /an old razor)
corbeat ga SV 55l 205G Bty s and 4l Gased e OLS 7 pd 5l e cadsal Len V5Ll OS] e
- lesS IVl 3 055 s ¢ el iy Tld @ 58 Y o 05 o2 a5 13
.(&;.ajt/the boy) L1 5, Ladl oa La o leadl (05501 2 kﬁ@S\/The boy feels sad) : Jt.

4 MOTCHII :sldel g dox 5




(a5 oo leadl) oy paldt ) J5-oe Introduction to Linguistics (Lecture 7)

3. Location, source and goal
* If an entity is in the description of an event. Where an entity is (e.g., on the table, in the room) fills the role

of location. Where the entity moves from is the source (from Chicago) and where it moves to is the goal (to
New Orleans).

* E.g., she borrowed a magazine from George.

Agent  theme Source
. She handed the magazine back to George.
. Agent  theme Goal
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Lexical relations:
*  Words might have relationships with each other.

* E.g.the word ‘conceal’. It has a similar meaning as ‘hide’. This explanation of meaning is in term of
relationship.

* Insuch example, we are characterizing the meaning of each word in term of its relationship to each other,
not in terms of its component features. This is known as the analysis of lexical relations.
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Types of lexical relations:

* Synonymy
- Two or more words with very closely related meanings.

- They can be substituted for each other in a sentence.
e.g. what was his reply? / what was his answer?
Big/large broad/wide
Freedom/liberty couch/sofa
- The idea of sameness of meaning used here is not necessarily total sameness.
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* Antonym

- Two forms with opposite meanings, such as alive/dead, enter/exit, fast/slow, happy/sad, rich/poor,
true/false ... etc.

- There are two types: gradable (opposite along a scale) and non-gradable (direct opposite)

- Gradable antonyms are used in comparative construction (e.g. sadder, colder, shorter ... etc.) and the
negative antonym does not necessary imply the opposite (My car is not old does not necessarily mean my
car is new).

- Non-gradable antonyms are not used in comparative construction (e.g., true/false, male, female,
married/single ... etc.) and the negative of one member of a pair does not imply the other member.

- This type of antonyms are called Reversives. Some common examples are like: enter/exit, pack/unpack,
lengthen/shorten ... etc.
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* Hyponymy
- When the meaning of one form is included in the meaning of another, such as the relationship in the pairs

(animal and horse, insect and ant/ flower, rose).

- lItincludes the concept of inclusion.

- Itis based on hieratical relationship.

*  Hyponymy is classified into:

- Superordinate (higher level) as in: horse is a hyponym of animal and ant is a hyponym of insect. On the
other hand,

- When two words or more words share the same superordinate, this is called ‘co-hyponyms’ as in dog and
horse and the superordinate is animal.
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Prototypes
The idea of the characteristic instance of a category. A prototype helps to explain the meaning of certain

words, like bird, not in terms of component features (has feathers or wings), but in resemblance of the
clearest example.

Duck, parrot, and robin are all described as co-hyponyms of the superordinate of bird, they are not
considered equally good examples of bid.

A prototype involves the idea that some general pattern to the categorization process, which determines
our interpretation of word meaning (e.g., the label furniture would involves chair as a better example than
stool or bench).

Some words like tomato and avocado might cause disagreement over the categorization of these words,
leading to substantial variation in interpretation. So, they can be treated as co-hyponyms of both fruit and
vegetable in different contexts.
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Homophones and homonyms

When two or more different (written) words have the same pronunciation, they are described as
‘homophones’ (e.g., right/wright, to/two/too).

On the other hand, ‘homonyms’, when one word (written or spoken) has two or more unrelated meaning
(e.g., bat: flying creature bat: used in sport).

Homonyms are words that have separate histories and meaning., but have accidently come to have exactly
the same form.
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* Polysemy
- When we encounter two or more words with the same form and related meaning.

- A word which has multiple meanings with single entity.

- Itis one form (written or spoken) having multiple meanings that are all related by extension.
e.g., head refers the object on top of your body/ person at the top of a company... etc.

- Face, foot, get, head ... etc. are all examples of polysemy.
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*  Word play
- Homophones, homonyms and polysemy are the basis for word play.

- E.g., Mary had a little lamb.
One interpretation: lamb might refer to a small animal.
Second interpretation: lamb might refer to a small amount of meat.
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*  Metonymy
- Itis a type of relationship between words, based simply on close connection in everyday experience. That

close connection can be based on a container-contents relation (e.g. bottle/water), a whole-part relation
(e.g. car/wheels) or a representative-sample relationship (e.g., king/crown).
* Metonymy is used for talking about filling up a car or answering the door .

* Viametonymy, we accept things like:
- ldrank the whole bottle .
- The white house has announced ...
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